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As the nation's principal conservation agency, the Department of the Interior has 
responsibility for most of our nationally owned public lands and natural and cultural 
resources. This includes fostering the wisest use of our land and water resources, 
protecting our fish and wildlife, preserving the environmental and cultural values of 

our national parks and historical places, and providing for enjoyment of life through 
outdoor recreation. 

The Cultural Resource Programs of the National Park Service have responsibilities that include 
stewardship of historic buildings, museum collections, archeological sites, cultural landscapes, oral and 
written histories, and ethnographic resources. 

Our mission is to identify, evaluate and preserve the cultural resources of the park areas and to bring an 
understanding of these resources to the public. Congress has mandated that we preserve these resources 
because they are important components of our national and personal identity. 
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Front Cover: Stampeders from Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania hunting caribou in the central Brooks Range, 1898. 
The original caption calls them "temperate, hard-workers and faithful to the end for any kind of trip." Alaska 
State Library, Claude Hobart Collection (P425-6-3). 

Half Title Page: The South Fork of the Koyukuk River in the Kanuti National Wildlife Refuge, 2005. Courtesy of Bill 
Ratten, U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service. 

Title Page: Koyukuk stampeders gather for a mid-winter concert, January 18, 1899. University of Alaska 
Fairbanks Archives, Jasper N. Wyman Album (1984-115-5). 

Back Cover: In late-May 1899 a stampeder stands on blocks of rotting ice along the Koyukuk River. University of 
Alaska Fairbanks Archives, Alaska Historical Society Photograph Collection (1976-41-109). 
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