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The Gauley River was
added to the National Park

Service in 1988 in ord^r to

protect and preserve the sce
nic, recreational, geological
and cultural resources along
with the fish and wildlife.

The 25 miles of Gauley
River and six miles of the

Meadow River pass through
scenic gorges and valleys

containing a wide variety of
natural features. Dropping
26 feet per mile through a
gorge that averages 500 feet
in depth, the Gauley is noted
for its . outstanding
Whitewater and is one of

the most technical rivers in

the nation. The Meadow

River gradient averages 71
feet per mile.

In developing the Na
tional Recreation Area, the
National Park Service will

provide land and water
based recreational sites and

programs that will allow the
visitor to experience the
park's resources without
impairing the natural, cul
tural and scenic values of

the area.
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