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SUMMARY 

Georgia O'Keeffe was a major 20th century artist - one of the 
first American modernists, and one of the few women artists 
who have achieved recognition in the art world and from the 
public at large. She has been called one of the best painters 
America has yet produced. She has long been cherished as a 
symbol of the American ideals of individualism, personal 
strength, solitary freedom, and a rugged pioneering spirit. 
Her life and work represent a major contribution to the 
American consciousness. 

The landscapes of northern New Mexico were O'Keeffe's 
greatest inspiration. From the moment she first saw them, in 
her early 40s, until her death almost 60 years later, she 
spent as much time as she possibly could exploring and 
interpreting their shapes and colors. The relationship 
between O'Keeffe and the northern New Mexico landscape 
was so close that her work there became a consummate 
expression of them both. 

This study, prepared by the National Park Service at the 
request of Congress, considers three alternatives based on a 
growing consensus that interpreting O'Keeffe's unusually 
strong connections with the landscapes she painted might be 
the most appropriate way of interpreting and commemorating 
her significant contributions. 

Although O'Keeffe wandered widely over northern New 
Mexico, the area that most strongly attracted her was a 
section of the Rio Chama valley from a few miles south of 
Abiquiu to the Echo Amphitheater just north of Ghost Ranch. 
Both of her homes are within this area, and she produced a 
great body of work depicting the landscapes around Abiquiu 
and Ghost Ranch. This section of the lower Rio Chama valley 

is considered the core study area and appears to meet the 
criteria for national significance based on its exceptionally 
important association with the life and work of Georgia 
O'Keeffe. 

The National Park Service does not manage any of the lands 
included in the study area. One of the purposes of this study 
is to determine if any lands within the study area would 
meet the criteria for creation of a new unit of the national 
park system, or if they might more appropriately be marked 
and interpreted by other public agencies or private 
organizations. The following alternatives were determined in 
consultation with agencies and private landowners in the 
study area: 

Alternative 1 would make it possible for the public to 
visit or view some of the painting sites where O'Keeffe 
worked. In some cases, it would be possible to compare 
actual scenes with specific paintings; other viewpoints 
would present landscapes and features that appear in 
numerous O'Keeffe paintings. In all cases, visitors could 
learn how O'Keeffe translated the landscape through her 
art. To date the study team has found specific views and 
landscape features associated with at least 30 paintings 
within the core study area. Additional painting viewpoints 
exist at Taos, Alcalde, and Nageezi, all within a 100-mile 
radius of the core study area. 

Alternative 2 would honor O'Keeffe and her artistic spirit 
by providing a contemplative place in a landscape closely 
associated with her. Structures and programs would be 
minimal in the spirit of the value O'Keeffe placed on 
naturalness and solitude. The preferred site for the 
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