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T
he three-day battle at 
Gettysburg from July 1 to 
3, 1863 had caused 51,000 
casualties. By August, it was 

decided the Union dead would be buried 
in a national cemetery funded by the 
states whose men were to be buried 
there. The burials began in October 1863 
and continued until March 1864. David 
Wills, a prominent Gettysburg attorney, 
was put in charge of organizing the 
dedication ceremony for the cemetery. 
On November 2, he formally invited 
President Abraham Lincoln to speak at 
the dedication, asking him "to make 
a few appropriate remarks." He also 
invited the President to stay at his home 
on York Street in Gettysburg. 

In spite of d iscouragement from many 
members of his cab inet and his wife, 
President Lincoln was determined to 
go to Gettysburg for the dedication 
of the cemetery and had known abo ut 
the cemetery and the dedication since 
August when he was informally invited by 
Pennsylvania Governor Andrew G. Curtin . 
On November 17, 1863 President Linco ln 
met with William Saunders (1 822-
1900), who designed the ce metery, in 
Washington, DC. Saunders remarked that 
the President had a good g rasp of the 
battle and the terrain at Gettysburg. He 
also commented on the interest Lincoln 
had in the cemetery and his approval of 
the concept for burying the dead without 
regard to rank. When urged to wait until 
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November 19 to travel to Gettysburg, 
Lincoln refused. He was afraid something 
would happen to prevent him from 
getting to Gettysburg on time, so he 
began his journey November 18 to 
ensure he would be present for the 
ded ication. 

The Abraham Lincoln's Gettysburg 
self-guided walking tour will lead you 
th rough the streets where these historic 
events took place 150 years ago. This 
walking tou r will take approximately one 
hou r to comp lete and is one mile long. 
As Gettysburg is still an active community 
today, please use caution when crossing 
streets and alley ways. 

Gettysburg National Military Park and the Gettysburg Foundation present 
this walking tour of President Linco ln's Historic Gettysburg. 

The Gettysburg Foundation is the non-profit partner to the National Park 
Service at Gettysburg ded ica ted to preservation, education and the legacy 

and heri tage of t he national parks at Gettysburg. 

JOI PRE ER I G GETTY BURG'S LEGACY 

VV\VW.GETrY B RGFOU:-:D TI0." .0RG I (866) 889- 1243 

~ GETTYSBURG~ 
FO ~D T ION 

FOUR SCOREand sevenyearsago 
ou r fathe rs brought 

forth on this continent, a new nation, conceived in Liberty, and 
dedicated to the proposition that al l men are created equal. 

Now we are engaged in a great civil war, testi ng whether 
that nation, or any nation so conceived and so dedicated, 
can long endure. We are met on a great battle-field of that 
war. We have come to dedicate a po rtion of that fie ld, as a 
final resting place for those who here gave t heir lives t hat 
that nation might live. It is altogether fitti ng and pro per 
that we should do this. 

But, in a larger sense, we can not dedicate-we can 
not consecrate-we can not hallow- this ground. The 
brave men, living and dead, who struggled here, have 
consecrated it, far above our poor power to add or detract. 

The world will little note, nor long remember what we say 
here, but it can never forget what they did here. It is for us 
the living, rather, to be dedicated here to the unfinished 
work which they who fought here have thus far so nobly 
advanced. It is rather for us to be here dedicated to the 
great task remaining before us-that from these honored 
dead we take increased devotion to that cause for which 
they gave the last full measure of devotion-that we 
here highly resolve that these dead shall not have died in 
vain-that this nation, under God, shall have a new birth 
of freedom-and that government of the people, by the 
people, for the people, shall not perish from the earth. 
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N OVEMBER 19. 1863 

STOP 1 
500 FEET 

STOP 2 35 FEET STOP 3 
0.2 MILE 

STOP 4 
0.6 MI LES 

STOP 5 
••••••TRANSPORTATION TIPS • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 2 M INUTE WALK • • • • • • • • • • 30 SECON D WALK • • • • • • • • • • 5 MINUTE WALK • • • • • • • • • • 15 MINUTE WALK 

Parking is limited and metered 
in downtown Gettysburg . 

Visitors may park at the Gettysburg 
National Military Park Museum and 
Visitor Center and take a free shuttle 
to any of the stops e on this walking 
tour. 

downtown departs 
from the Museum 
& Visitor Center's 
parking lot No. 2. 

BEGIN YOUR WALKING TOUR 

S T:An rTat the platform 
1'.. to the rear of the 

historic Gettysburg Railroad Station. 

35 CARLISLE ST REET 
DOW N TOW N G ETTYSBURG 

Metered street parking is available, 
as well as the Racehorse Alley 
Parking Garage G (fee) next to the 
Gettysburg Railroad Station. 

This railroad line is still active, so 
please stay clear of the tracks at 
all times. 

l SEE TO UR MAP ON REVERS E 
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THE GETTYSBURG 
RAILROAD STATION 

35 CARLISLE T. 
DOWNTOWN GETTY B RG 

The Gettysburg Railroad Stat io n is ope n 
to the public and contains exhibits and 
visitor in ormation provi ea y t e 
Gettysbu rg Convent ion an d Visitors 
Bureau . Tickets are not required. 

HOURS 

JUNE- OVEMB ER 
Sunday-Thursday: 9 a. m. - 5 p.m. 
Friday & Saturday: 9 a. m. - 7 p.m. 

D ECEMB ER- FE BR ARY 
Monday: 10 a.m. - 5 p. m. 

Thursday-Saturday: 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday: 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. 

THE DAVID WILLS HOUSE 

8 ll COL SQ!J RE 
DO TO G ETfY BU RG 

The David Wil ls House is a National 
Park Service museum in downtown 
Get tysburg that tells the story of 
David Wills, Abraham Lincoln and the 
Gettysburg Address. Tickets may be 
purchased at the door or on line at 
www.gettysburgfoundation.org. 

HOURS 

OVEMBER & D ECE MBER 
Saturday & Sunday: 10 a.m. - 4 p.m. 

Do 

THE TOWN SQ!JARE 
"THE D IAMO ND" 

TO GETfYSB RG 

The Town Square in downtown 
Gettysburg, known as "The Diamond" 

- attlie t ime of ra am inco ln's visit, 
continues to be an active and thriving 
part of Gettysburg. 

During your visit downtown, please use 
caution when crossing streets. 

T HE GETTYSBURG 
PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

208 BALTIMORE ST. 
D \\'NTOWN GETTYSBURG 

SOLDIERS' NATIONAL CEMETERY 

791 BALTIMORE ST. 
GETTYSBURG 

The Gettysburg Presbyterian Church Soldiers' National Cemetery is part of 
houses an active congregatiQfl and Gettysburg National Military Park. 

o s regu a r services. Fie o-n~g-in-a··--~-'P-ar in-g or the ceml:!"tmyls·tcrcared-----
pew that Lincol n sat in is marked with between Ta neytown Road and 
a plaque as is th e pew that President Steinwehr Avenue (Business Route 15). 
Dwight D. Eisenhower sat in while 
attending services. 

HOURS 

Monday-Thursday: 8 a.m. - 4 p.m. 
Sunday Mornings 

For more information 
visit www.g e ttysburgpresbyterian.org 

or ca ll (717) 334-1235. 

While visiting the National Cemetery, 
we ask that you respect this hallowed 
ground. Please, do not climb or sit on 
the graves, monuments, markers, or 
cannons. Please do not run or shout in 
the cemetery. Pets are not allowed in 
the cemetery but service animals are 
welcome. 

HOURS 



-STOP 1-
GETTYSBURG RAILROAD STATION 

35 CARLIS LE STREET 
G ETTYS BURG, PA 

Proceed towards the platform in 
the rear of the building. 

On November 18, 1863, President 
Lincoln, his two secretaries John Nicolay 
and John Hay, his valet William Johnson 
and several guests left the White House 
and began their journey to Gettysburg. 
The president's train left the New Jersey 
Street station in Washington, DC, at 
noon and arrived in Baltimore, Maryland 
a little after 1 p.m. 

-STOP 2-
THE DAVID WILLS HOUSE 

8 LI NCOLN SQ!JARE 
G ETTYS BU RG, PA 

Upon arrival at the home of David Wills, 
Mrs. Catherine Wills and the couple's 
young daughters eagerly awaited the 
opportunity to meet the President. Mrs. 
Wills was prepared to serve a lavish 
meal to 38 people, including President 
Lincoln, Mr. Everett, three cabinet 
members, three former governors, one 
governor-elect, five major generals, 
three foreign ministers and other 
notables. 

-STOP 3-
THE TOWN SQUARE 

8 LINCOLN SQ!JARE 
G ETTYSBURG, PA 

In contrast to the quiet elegance inside 
the Wills House, a rowdy boisterous 
atmosphere reined outside in the 
town square, known as the Diamond 
in 1863. Crowds roamed the streets, 
bands played music, and singing groups 
serenaded the visiting celebrities. 
Several times, the crowd called for 
President Lincoln to speak to them. 
Finally he appeared. "I appear before 
you, fellow-citizens merely to thank you 
for this compliment," Lincoln said. The 
President did not speak to the crowds 

-STOP 4-

THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

208 BALTIMORE STREET 
GETTYSBURG, PA 

Following the dedication ceremo ny, 
President Lincoln, David Wills, and 
numerous other dignitaries returned 
to the David Wills House for a 
reception. It was here the President 
waited for the "Hero of Gettysburg" 
John Burns, whom Lincoln hoped 
to meet with before leaving 
Gettysburg. Burns, a Gettysburg 
citizen, had fought with Union 
troops on July 1 and been wounded 
several times. His actions made him 
a celebrity. Once Burns arrived, he 

Continuing the second leg of the 
journey, the train made several brief 
stops, during which time the President 
stepped out of the railcar and waved to 
gathered crowds. At one stop, a little 
girl stepped forward and presented 
a bouquet of flowers to Mr. Lincoln . 
He bent down, took the flowers, and 
proclaimed: "You're a sweet little 
rosebud yourself." Lin c In wished 
the little girl a life of "goodness and 
beauty." Not all stops were such 
pleasant ones, however. At another 
stop, President Lincoln met a man who 
had lost his only son at Gettysburg. 
Lincoln, in speaking of the sacrifices yet 
to be made, felt "at times like hiding in 
deep darkness." 

Following the meal, an impromptu 
reception took place in the parlor. 
William A. Mcllhenny, a sergeant in the 
Union Army who had been wounded 
and was on furlough, s- id that he, his 
sister, and the girl he o uld later marry 
"shook hands with Mr. li ncoln ... in the 
Wills house ... I had my right hand in a 
sling at the time, and g·f course, had to 
give the President my left hand. I felt a 
little like thanking the Rebel that shot 
me for giving me this opportunity of 
meeting this great man ." According to 
Wills family lore, the President a lso hel d 
two of the Wills daug hters "o n his la p 
and in the age old custo m rode th e m 
horse back on his foot .'1 Eve ntua ll y, 
the President asked t o be excused and 
retired to his private ro om. 

that eve ning, saying to t hem that he was 
saving his remar ks for the following day. 

As those in the Wills house turned in for 
the evening, many of th e other visitors 
to Gettysburg were st ill looking for a 
place to stay and catch some sleep. A 
Baltimore corresponde nt sought refuge 
in one of the churches in town among 
"sleepers, whose loud breath ing and 
nasal accompaniments made a most 
inharmonious lullaby." One woman 
from Ohio wrote to he r husband, "There 
was so many people that there was 
no comfort." Visitors to town slept in 
all manner of places and many just 
wandered the town all night waiting for 
the dedication ceremonies to begin the 
next morning. 

and the President headed towards 
the Presbyterian Church for a pol itical 
rally hosted by the Ohio Republican 
delegates. When Lincoln and Burns 
arrived at the Presbyt erian Church, it 
"was crowded to its utmost capacity, 
and for each one with in there were 
ten without unable to gain admissi on." 
President Lincoln and John Burns sat 
down in a pew and the rally began. 
Lieutenant-Governor-elect of Oh io 
Charles Anderson, brother of Maj. 
Robert Anderson of Fort Sumter fame, 
was the main orato r fo r the gathering. 
Alice Powers, one of- the few who had 
managed to get a se t inside, said 
that as the speeches commenced, 
"drowsiness claimed" John Burns and 
before long he "nodded and slept 
'the sleep of the just' until the stir of 

-

Lincoln arrived in Gettysburg at about 
6 p.m. on November 18, 1863. At the 
station to meet him were Gettysburg's 
leading citizens, including David Wills 
and Gettysburg College president Henry 
Baugher, and townspeople eager to 
catch a glimpse of the President. Edward 
Everett, regarded as the nation's greatest 
orator at the time and present to deliver 
the keynote address at the dedication 
ceremony, and Ward Hill Lamon, the 
chief marshal for the ceremonies and 
a close friend of Linco ln, were there as 
well, having arrived several days earlier. 
The dignitaries and the Invalid Corps 
- sold iers who had been disabled for 
active service by wounds - escorted Mr. 
Lincoln to the David Wills House on the 
square where t he President was to spend 
t he night. 

David W ills remembered, "between 
nine and ten o'clock the President sent 
his servant to request me to come to 
his room. I went and found him with 
paper prepared to write, and he said 
that he had just seated himself to put 
upon paper a few thoughts for the 
tomorrow's exercises, and had sent for 
me to ascertain what part he was to take 
in them, and what was expected of him. 
After a full talk on the subject, I left him." 
There, the President continued to work 
on his thoughts fo r the following day, and 
after Mr. W ills escorted the Preside nt to 
the house next doo r fo r a qu ick visi t with 
Secretary of State W illiam Seward, the 
occupants of th e W ill s house finall y tried 
to settle down for some rest. 

By 9 a.m. on November 19, the parade 
began to form. Using the Diamond 
as the center, the military formed 
on Carlisle Street to the north; civic 
organizations, wh ich included college 
and seminary students, town leaders, 
and local organizations, formed on 
York Street to the east; and the state 
delegations formed to the west on 
Chambersburg Street with Pennsylvania 
in the lead . Assistant marshals formed in 
the square. At about 10 a.m., President 
Linco ln came out of the Wills house and 
mounted his horse. It was almost 11 a.m. 
before the procession got under way. 

the departing audience and the chee rs 
of the crowd that had surrounded the 
church aroused him." 

As President Lincoln left the church, 
again the peop le sought to shake his 
hand . Young Albertus McCreary, 15 
years old at the time, stuck out his 
hand and requested the President to 
shake it. He did so, and Albertus was 
thrilled, claiming to "shake hands with 
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ABRAHAM LINCOLN'S 
ETTYS URG 

-------------------A WALKING TOUR 

RAC~HORSEAL:E~OURNEYTO DELIVER TH~~~ 

-STOPS-
SOLDIERS' NATIONAL CEMETERY 

WALKING 
Follow Baltimore Street south, 
on the east side of the street, 
until the sidewalk ends, cross 
the street, and enter the gates 
of Soldiers' National Cemetery, 
walk left where the path forks 
until you reach the So ldiers' 
National Monument in the 
cent er of the cemetery . 

D R iV l NG 
Follow Baltimore Street, to 
Steinwher Avenue. Take a left 
on Taneytown Road (Route 137 
South) and park in the Cemetery 
parking lot, just past the 
Cemete ry en t rance on the right 
side of t he road. 

Fo ll owing th e process ion through 
town, t he dignitaries mounted the 
platform around 11 :15 a.m. The 
speaker's platform, which measured 
12 feet by 20 feet and was 3 feet 
high, was located near the present 
day fence line separating the town's 
private cemetery, the Evergreen 
Ce metery, and the newly established 
So ldiers' National Cemetery. 
Surrounding the platform was a 
c rowd of over 10,000, and, further 
away, numerous re-interments of 
Union dead from the battlefield. 
Organized by state and buried equal! 
with no regard to rank, the cemetery, 
when completed, took on the shape 
of a semi-circular arch with room at 
the center for a monument to honor 
th e fa ll en. 

The ceremony began with a dirge by 
irg fie ld"s Band from Phiiadeiph ia, 

fo llowed by an invocation by 
Reverend Thomas H. Stockton, 
chaplain of the U. S. House of 
Representatives. The U. S. Marine 
Band played "Old Hundred," and 
Ward Hill Lamon read letters of 
regret from Maj. Gen. George G. 
Meade, Lt. Gen. Winfield Scott and 
Secretary of the Treasury Salmon 
P. Chase. Lamon then introduced 

dward Everett, who arose and gave 
t he keynote speech, which lasted 1 
1~ our and 57 minutes and enthralled 
t he crowd. When he was done, the 
National Union Musical Association 
of Baltimore chanted a hymn, and 
then Lamon announced the President 
of the United States. 

President Abraham Lincoln stepped 
forward and delivered his "few 
appropriate remarks." Gettysburg 
youth Daniel Skelly said, "I was too 
young to judge the character of 
Lincoln's brief address ... but what 
impressed me most was its delivery. 
The words seemed to come from the 
soul of the man, from a heart torn 
by anguish. He spoke in a quiet, 
forcible, and earnest manner with no 
attempt at oratory ... and the scene 
with all its accompaniments marked 
itself so unmistakenly on my mind 
that I have never forgotten it." 

Then a local mixed choir presented a 
dirge, Pennsylvania College President 
Reverend Henry Louis Baugher 
gave a benedict ion and Lamon 
a nno unced t hat the ceremonies 
were co ncl ude d. The 5th New Yo rk 
Art1iiery fired a salute of eight rounds 
while their band played a lively 
number. President Lincoln made 
his way off of the platform to shake 
the hands of the wounded veterans 
who were there, commenting to the 
group's chaplain: "The men upon 
their crutches were orators; their 
very appearance spoke louder than 
tongues." As the dignitaries returned 
to town, the artillery fired 32 rounds 
of blank cartridges in salute. 
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