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The Soldier's National Cemetery

The Soldiers' National Cemetery at Gettysburg is the final resting place for more than 3,500 Union Soldiers
killed in the battle of Gettysburg. At the cemetery's dedication on November 19,1863, President Abraham

Lincoln rose to deliver a'a few appropriate
remarks, now known as the Gettysburg
Address. His two-minute speech served as
a reminder of the sacrifices of war and the

need of preserving the Union.

Affer the battle, bodies lay scattered
throughout Gettysburg farmlands. Burial
work commenced quickly as fears of an
epidemic rose. The dead were hastily
buried in shallow graves on the battlefield,
often only crudely identified. Rain and
wind began eroding the impromptu graves,
and Gettysburg's citizens called for the
creation of a soldiers' cemetery for the
proper burial of the Union dead. Local
attorney David Wills and Pennsylvania
Governor Andrew Curtin spearheaded the

effort to create a fitting resting place for the Union dead. In dedicating this place, Lincoln's speech enshrined
Gettysburg as the place where America was redefined.

Between 1898 and 1968, graves were added for veterans from the Spanish-American War, WWI, WWII,
Korean War and the Vietnam Conflict. Today, more than 6,000 veterans lay at rest in the Soldiers' National
Cemetery.
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PLEASE SHOW SILENCE AND RESPECT AS YOU WALK THE SITE.

A more detailed walking tour booklet is available for purchase from the Event Network Bookstore in the
National Park Visitor Center and Museum. Enjoy your visit to these grounds.




