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IMAGINE...

The Eirits that walh these tnountain ftaik,
Ancient Mogollon, Mimbrmo and Apacbe,

Conquistalors, Mountain Men and Soldi.ers,

Tbe Miners and Cattlemen of tbe old west

early Puebloans who lived in the southwest and northern Mexico.
From hunting and gathering, they transitioned
to fanning and building villages. The
site, located jusr oFF rhe Bpvav. is - -

the only Mimbres archeological ,:.:

site open to the public. Another .-:,,',,j;:,,

Mimbres village, the TJ Site,
lies unexcavated near Gila
CIifl- Dweltings. A sisrel site
to MCHS, it predates the
Tularosa-Mogollon phase
found at the cliff dwelings.

Grla Clrrr
DWELLI NGS contain the
ruins of interlinked cave dwellings built in
five cliff alcoves by the Mogollon peoples, who lived in these

cliffdwellings from benr.een 1275 and 1300 CE. Archeologists
have identified 46 rooms in the five caves, and believe rhey were

occupied by 10 to 15 farnilies. It is not known why the dwellings
were abandoned. Hopi oral tradiriorr says migrations occurred
due to cycles of beliefs and in response to changing climate.

Mtrrasnes Culrung
HenrrAGE Slre
and the Mattocks Ruin are a

collection of large pit house and
pueblo villages built upon one
another as the Mimbres people
rebuilt their homes from 550 to
1140 CE. The Mimbres were a
sub-group of the "Mogollon" -
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Mexican Gray Wolf

Montezuma Quail Common Blackhawk

MexicanSpottedOwl MagnificentHummingbird White-breastedNuthatch

E*..11..r, year-round birding can be found along the Byway.

Avariety of habitats attract 339 bird species - 9 of these, hum-
mingbirds. A Forest Service Bird Checklist and copies of the
S\f NM Birding tail Map are available. For an online map

and local birding information, visit: www.swnmaudubon.com

White-breasted Nuthatch
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Mountain Lion Javelina Black Bear

White-Nosed Coati (Coatimundi)

Pinyon Jay



Lake
Roberts

TNAI L oF THE

MoUNTAIN SpIRITS
NaTIONAL ScENIc Byway

O Plnlos Alros Founded
as a mining settlement in 1860, it was

once the county seat. The original
courthouse, Hearst Church, Buckhorn

@ Fonr BaylRo Buitt in 1866 to
protect mining and ranching interests from
the threat of Apache, this US Army post was

home to several companies of Buffalo Soldiers.
It later became a TB sanatorium in 1900.

O Grln Hor SpnrNGS
Plenriful hot springs artracred early Paleo-
Indians as well as Apaches and early
settlers to rhis area.

O gERoNrMo MerraoRrAl
The legendary Apache leader was born nearby

at the Gila River headwaters in the early
1820s. His family band, Bedonkohe of the

Chiricahua, consider the Cila their homeland.

Saloon and opera house still stand.
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hiking opportunities abound at this serene mountain
lake. Home to wildlife, hundreds of bild species,

O MTnaBRES Culrune
HENITAGE SITE Theworld
famous Mattocks Archeological Site is a

collection of large pit houses and pueblo
villages built upon one another as the
Mimbres people

to the public.

@ APecHE WALL This hand-built
monument to the Chiricahua Apache people
tells of their culture, traditional territories and
legendary leaders.

O CrLA CLIFF DwellrNGS NerloNAL
MONUfTaENT \7alk through the rooms of cliff dwellings
built in the late 1200s. The monument, established in
190,7, is the only national park to focus on the ancestral

le of the Mimbres region and Mogollon area.

O WEST FORK SITE lnrerpreri'e panels
show how four distinct cultures dwelled here along the

river lor more than 2,000 years. The outline of several

room blocks allows visitors to experience the size of
Iiving spaces lrom 1.000 years ago.
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O SeruTA RITA OpEN PIT i

l

COppER MINE The oldest continual{y operated
copper mine in the US and one of the largest piq operations.

O Lnf e ROeERTS Boating, fishing and

and seasonally, to thousands of humr-l{ringbirds.



ANNUAL EVENTS
JANUARY (3rd Week)

RED PAINT POWWOW
Competition Powwow featur-
ing contestants from many
tribes. Native American vendors,
food, arts & crafts. ln Silver City.
> www.redpaintpowwow.net

APRIL - MAY
TOUR OF THE GILA
BICYCLE RACE
A multi-day stage race through-
out the Gila National Forest
and the National Scenic Byway
in Grant and Catron Counties.
> www.tourofthegila.com

SEPTEMBER
GILA RIVER FESTIVAL
A three-day interpretive event
focused on increasing awareness
of the natural and cultural heritage
ot the Gila River and its water-
shed. > www.gilaconservation.org

SEPTEMBER (3rd Week)

FORT BAYARD DAYS
Learn about military life and medi-
cal care in the late 1800s and
early '1 900s. > www.fortbayard
historicpreservationsociety.org

OCTOBER
M!MBRES VALLEY
HARVEST FESTIVAL
Every fall, the families of the Mimbres
Valley come together to share their
love of the valley. A farmers market,
craft fair, music and food are offered.
> www.mimbresharvestfest.com

OCTOBER (1st Week)

PINOS ALTOS
OCTOBER FIESTA
Residents and businesses of historic
Pinos Altos host family fun, with live
music, great food, vendors and old
west gunfights. > www.silvercity.org

/fr/c--*bt/"BTn rrt
ou are seeing the land Aldo Leopold saw in 1924 when
he first visited the area. He successfully fought to pre-

serve this wild beaury as the first wilderness area in the US.

Tl"rirty-five million yt:ars ago, this arera was a

complex of super-volcanoes that eruptccl violently,
changing the larrd and creating vast craters
(calderas) ancl canyons where tl.re rivers now run.

J'hese clranratic geologic eveots left behincl one of the
lichest mining arreas iu New Mexico, producing nril-
lions of dollars in gold, silver, copper- and other mincrals.
"lhe Santa Rita Open Pit Copper Mine, found along the
B)*"y, l'ras bee n continllally mined sincc thc early 1800s.

In 1866, Historic Fort Bayard was established to prc-
tect mining activities and early settlers frorn the Apache,
who took violent exception to the exploitation of their
lands. This period of conflict nearly destr:oyed the
Chiricahua Apache, leaving f-ew survivors in the area.

As you explore and enjoy the natural splendor in and
around the By.way's 93 miles, please take a moment to
rellect on the cultures and people who lived hele, the sacri-

fices that were made and the beauty that has been preserved.
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