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MimBRrEs CULTURE
HERITAGE SITE

and the Mattocks Ruin are a
collection of large pit house and
pueblo villages built upon one
another as the Mimbres people
rebuilt their homes from 550 to
1140 CE. The Mimbres were a
sub-group of the “Mogollon" -
early Puebloans who lived in the southwest and northern Mexico.
- From huntmg and gathermg, they transitioned
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The spirits that walk these mountain trails,
Ancient Mogollon, Mimbreno and Apache,
Congquistadors, Mountain Men and Soldiers,
The Miners and Cattlemen of the old west

] ‘, it predates the
L Mogollon phase
found at the cliff dwelings.

GILA CLIFF
DWELLINGS contain the

. ruins of mterhnked cave dwellings built in

Magnificent Hummingbird ~ White-breasted Nuthatch

Mexican Spotted Owl

Excellent year-round birding can be found along the Byway.
A variety of habitats attract 339 bird species - 9 of these, hum-
mingbirds. A Forest Service Bird Checklist and copies of the
SW NM Birding Trail Map are available. For an online map

and local birding information, visit: www.swnmaudubon.com
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- © SANTA RITA OPEN PIT |
- COPPER MINE The oldest continually operated

copper mine in the US and one of the largest pit operations.

©® MIMBRES CULTURE
HERITAGE SITE The world

famous Mattocks Archeological Site is a
collection of large pit houses and pueblo
villages built upon one another as the
Mimbres people rebuilt their homes. Open

to the public. Call for OPEN dates
And times
575.536.3333
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O GiILA CLIFF DWELLINGS NATIONA

MONUMENT Walk through the rooms of cliff dwelling
builft in the late 1200s. The monument, established in
1907, is the only national park to focus on the ancestral
people of the Mimbres region and Mogollon area.




JANUARY (3rdWeek) ‘

RED PAINT POWWOW
Competition Powwow featur-
ing contestants from many
tribes. Native American vendors,

food, arts & crafts. In Silver City.

> www.redpaintpowwow.net

APRIL - MAY
TOUR OF THE GILA
BICYCLE RACE

A multi-day stage race through-
out the Gila National Forest
and the National Scenic Byway
in Grant and Catron Counties.
> www.tourofthegila.com

SEPTEMBER
GILA RIVER FESTIVAL

A three-day interpretive event
focused on increasing awareness
of the natural and cultural heritage
of the Gila River and its water-
shed. > www.gilaconservation.org

SEPTEMBER (3rd Week)
FORT BAYARD DAYS

Learn about military life and medi-
cal care in the late 1800s and
early 1900s. > www.fortbayard
historicpreservationsociety.org

OCTOBER
MIMBRES VALLEY
HARVEST FESTIVAL

Every fall, the families of the Mimbres
Valley come together to share their
love of the valley. A farmers market,
craft fair, music and food are offered.
> www.mimbresharvestfest.com

OCTOBER (1st Week)
PINOS ALTOS

OCTOBER FIESTA
Residents and businesses of historic
Pinos Altos host family fun, with live
music, great food, vendors and old
west gunfights. > www.silvercity.org

Photos above: 1) Nancy Smith-Blackwell 2) smtﬁcnmma&é
3) Dennis O’Keefe. Cover photo: John Lund

You are seeing the land Aldo Leopold saw in 1924 when
he first visited the area. He successfully fought to pre-
serve this wild beauty as the first wilderness area in the US.

Thirty-five million years ago, this area was a
complex of super-volcanoes that erupted violently,
chianging the land and creacing vast craters
(calderas) and canyons where the rivers now run.

These dramatic geologic events left behind one of the
richest mining areas in New Mexico, producing mil-
lions of dollars in gold, silver, copper and other minerals.

 The Santa Rita Open Pit Copper Mine, found along the

‘B}iway, has been cohtinually mincd since the carly 1800s.

. In 1866 Hlstorlc Fort Bayard was estabhshed to pro—
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