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A D M I N I S T R A T I O N 

Glacier Nat ional Park is administered by the 
Nat ional Park Service, U.S. Depar tment of the 
Inter ior . A super in tendent , whose address is 
Wes t G l a c i e r , M o n t . 5 9 9 3 6 , is in i m m e d i a t e 
charge. 

THE DEPARTMENT OF THE I N T E R I O R - t h e 
Nation's pr inc ipal natural resource agency— has 
a special obl igat ion to assure that our expend
able resources are conserved, tha t renewable 
resources are managed to produce opt imum 
benef i ts , and that all resources cont r ibu te to 
the progress and prosper i ty of the Uni ted States, 
now and in the fu tu re . 

TJ. S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

Glacier National Park, in the Rocky Mountains 
of northwest Montana, established on May 11, 
1910, contains nearly 1,600 square miles of 
the finest mountain country in America. Nestled 
among the higher peaks are approximately SO 
small glaciers and 200 beautiful lakes. Horse
back and foot trails penetrate almost all sec
tions of the park. 

Glacier forms the United States section of the 
Waterton-Glacier International Peace Park, 
which was established in 1932 by Presidential 
proclamation, as authorized by the Congress of 
the United States and the Canadian Parliament. 
In the administration of these areas, each com
ponent of the Peace Park retains its nationality 
and individuality. 

This is a land of sharp, precip i tous peaks and 
knife-edged r idges, g i rd led w i th forests. Al
pine glaciers lie in the shadow of tower ing walls 
at t h e heads of g r e a t i ce - ca rved va l l eys . 
Streams f low nor thward to Hudson Bay, east
ward to the Gulf of Mex ico , and wes tward to 
the Pacif ic. 

Many kinds of wi ld l i fe abound in the park. Its 
r u g g e d w i l d e r n e s s , e n h a n c e d by n u m e r o u s 
lakes and almost unl imited natural alpine gar
dens, of fers an unexcelled oppor tun i ty to en
joy and study nature. 

The park is noted for its br i l l iant f lora l display, 
most st r ik ing in early Ju ly . Above t imber l ine are 
found delicately colored alpine f lowers and 
hardy plants such as mosses and l ichens. Lower 
on the mountains are heather, gent ians, wi ld 
hel iot rope, and stunted trees of subalpine f i r , 
whi tebark pine, and Engelmann spruce. 

Wh i l e va l l eys on t h e east bear Enge lmann 
spruce, subalpine f i r , lodgepole pine, Douglas-
f i r , and l imber pine, the western valleys have 
signif icant ly d i f ferent p lant l i fe, typ i f ied by 
dense forests. These forests consist chief ly of 
red cedar and h e m l o c k , w i t h i n t e r m e d i a t e 
forests of larch, f i r , spruce, and wh i te pine. 

Beargrass, a character ist ic plant of Glacier, 
g r o w s f r o m t h e va l ley f l o o r s t o t h e h ighe r 
slopes. A t lower elevations occur such repre
s e n t a t i v e s o f t h e G rea t P la ins f l o r a as t h e 
pasquef lower, shoot ing star, Indian paintbrush, 
red and whi te geraniums, gai l lardia, and asters. 

The b ighorn , mountain goat, moose, elk, grizzly 
and black bears, and whi teta i led and mule deer 
exist in as natural a condi t ion as is possible in 
an area also uti l ized by man. The beaver, hoary 
marmot , r iver ot ter , mar ten, pika, and a host of 
smaller mammals are impor tant members of 
Glacier's fauna. Among the birds, those that at
t rac t the greatest interest are the osprey, water 
ouzel, p tarmigan, Clark's nutcracker , thrushes, 
and sparrows. 

D is turb ing, in jur ing, or destroy ing vegetat ion, 
wi ld l i fe , rocks, or fossils wi th in the park is not 
a l lowed. Hunt ing w i t h any kind of weapon is 
not permi t ted. Firearms may be brought into 
the park only if they are unloaded and cased, 
broken down, or otherwise made inoperat ive. 

WHAT TO DO 

Learning About Glacier. The park's in terpret ive 
p rogram, conducted in several areas of the park 
f rom about June 15 th rough Labor Day, wi l l 
help you understand and enjoy the wonders of 
Glacier. These services are free except fo r the 
boat rides and for lodging in connect ion w i th 
overn ight t r ips to Sperry and Grani te Park 
Chalets. Schedule leaflets are available at en
t rance stat ions, in format ion of f ices, v is i tor 
centers, hotels, and cabin-camp off ices. 

Hiking. A thousand miles of wi lderness trai ls 
invi te you to explore this paradise for hikers. 
There are numerous places of interest wh ich 
can be visi ted by easy walks, or t r ips can be 
made to cover one or more days, w i th stops 
planned at camping sites or chalets en route. 
(Pets are not al lowed on trai ls, nor are they per
mi t ted in public eating places, food stores, and 
designated swimming beaches. They may be 
brought to Glacier if they are kept under physi
cal control.) 

You should carry a topographic map, wh ich 
shows all streams, lakes, glaciers, mounta ins, 
and other pr inc ipal features. Be certa in to ob
serve the fo l lowing rules: Register your hiking 
plans at the nearest ranger station, and let 
the park rangers know when you have re
turned or reached your final destination. Stay 
on the trails. 

Traveling Glacier's roads. Going-to-the-Sun 
Road (Glacier Route 1), one of the outs tanding 
scenic roadways of the wo r l d , connects the 
east and west sides of the park, crossing the 
Cont inenta l Divide t h rough Logan Pass at 6,664 
feet a l t i tude (usually closed by snow f rom mid-
October to early June). The road is about 50 
miles long. 

If you start on the west side, the road fo l lows 
the eastern shore of Lake McDona ld to the head 
of the lake, then up McDona ld Creek to Logan 
Pass. Flanking Pol lock, Piegan, and Going-to-
the-Sun Mounta ins , it cont inues t h rough one 
of the park's most spectacular sect ions to St. 
Ma ry Lake. Sk i r t ing the nor th shore and foo t 
of St. Mary , it jo ins the Blackfeet H ighway on 
the park's east side. 

B l a c k f e e t H i g h w a y ( M o n t . 49 and U.S. 89 ) , 
along the east side of the park, leads f rom U.S. 
2 at East G lac i e r Park t o t h e I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
boundary. Coming f rom the east, you can tu rn 
off U.S. 2 at B rown ing and take U.S. 89. 

Picturesque Chief Moun ta in Road branches 
f rom U.S. 89 at Kennedy Creek, leading around 
the base of Chief Moun ta in and across the in
ternat ional boundary to Water ton Lakes Na
t ional Park in Canada. Hard-surfaced branch 
roads lead f rom Mon t . 49 into Two Medic ine 
Valley (Glacier Route 2), and f rom U.S. 89 into 
Many Glacier Valley (Glacier Route 3). A nar
row di r t road provides access to Cut Bank Val
ley (Glacier Route 5). 

U.S. 2 fo l lows the southern boundary of the 
park between the vil lages of East Glacier Park 
and West Glacier, a distance of 57 miles. 

A nar row di r t road (Glacier Route 7) f rom Ap-
gar fo l lows the Nor th Fork of the Flathead River 
to Bowman and Kintla Lakes. 

Glacier's roads are not high-speed highways, 
but are instead designed so that you can derive 
the ful lest enjoyment of the park's scenic beauty 
as you dr ive them. You are there fore urged to 
observe the speed l imits: 45 miles an hour, un
less otherwise posted; 1%-ton t rucks or over, 
35 miles an hour. Keep gears meshed and out of 
overdr ive on grades. Vehicles pul l ing trai lers 
should use lower gear on grades. Vehicles are 
not al lowed on trai ls. 

Some of Glacier's roads are nar rower than those 
t o w h i c h you may be a c c u s t o m e d . For t h i s 
reason, campers and other vehicles more than 
8 feet wide are not a l lowed on park roads. 
Trai lers more than 19 feet long are not a l lowed 
on Going-to-the-Sun Road between Avalanche 
and Rising Sun Campgrounds. 

Fishing. Many streams and lakes in Glacier are 
inhabited by f ish, and a license is not requi red! 
Eastern brook t rou t and the native cu t th roa t 
t rou t are the most abundant. In larger lakes, 
a m a c k i n a w or D o l l y V a r d e n w e i g h i n g 30 
pounds is a possibi l i ty. Al l f ishing must con
fo rm to park regulat ions; stop at park head
quarters, an entrance s ta t ion, a visitor center, 
or an i n f o r m a t i o n o f f i c e and ge t a d iges t of 
these regulat ions before you f ish. 

Boating and water skiing. The park's lakes in
vite you to boat; however, motorboats are re
st r ic ted to lakes reached by designated publ ic 
r o a d s . Wa te r sk i i ng is p e r m i t t e d on Lake 
McDona ld and St. Mary Lake only. A digest of 
boat ing regulat ions can be obtained at park 
headquarters, entrance stat ions, ranger sta
t ions, visi tor centers, and in format ion desks. 

ACCOMMODATIONS AND FACILITIES 

Camping is popular at Glacier. The Nat ional 
Park Service maintains campgrounds, w i th f i re
places, tables, sanitary faci l i t ies, and running 
water. Campgrounds are of ten fu l l dur ing July 
and Augus t . Check w i th a park ranger. 

Trai ler space is available in all campgrounds 
except Sprague Creek, but there are no ut i l i ty 
connect ions. The d i r t road f r om Fish Creek 
Campground to Kint la and Bowman Lake Camp
grounds (Nor th Fork area) is too nar row for 
large housetrai lers; before a t tempt ing th is route 
check w i th a park ranger. 

Fires must be bui l t in f i replaces prov ided in 
developed campgrounds. If you are going to 
camp in the back count ry , get a campf i re per
mit f rom park headquarters. Pour water on 
your fire to make sure it is out before you leave. 

Camping in developed campgrounds is l imi ted 
to 14 days dur ing July and August . A digest of 
camping regulat ions is available at park head
quarters, entrance stat ions, ranger stat ions, 
v is i tor centers, and in format ion desks. 

Hotels, lodges, and cabins are available, both 
inside the park and at convenient locat ions ad
jacent to it. Accommodat ions inside the park 
are operated by Glacier Park, Inc.; you can ob
tain in format ion on rates, seasonal opening and 
closing, types of accommodat ions, and ser
vices by wr i t ing Glacier Park, Inc., f r om June 1 
th rough October 1 5, at East Glacier Park, Mon t . 
59434; f rom October 16 th rough May 3 1 , at 
2522 Nor th Campbel l Ave., Tucson, Ar iz . 85717. 
Reservations are advised; deposits are required. 

Chalets are for the use of hikers and horseback 
pa r t i es f r o m J u l y 1 t h r o u g h L a b o r Day. 
Reached by t ra i l only, Sperry Chalets are 6.5 
miles f rom Lake McDona ld Lodge; Grani te Park 
Chalets, 7.6 miles f rom Logan Pass. 

ABOUT WILD A N I M A L S 

Al l animals in the park are wild and are harm
less at a distance, but they are dangerous 
w h e n a p p r o a c h e d or s t a r t l e d . P lease —fo r 
your protect ion—never offer food to bears 
or other animals; never get between an adult 
animal and her young ; always keep a safe 
distance; be noisy on trai ls. 

To avoid star t l ing the grizzly bear in the back 
count ry , hikers should use var ious methods 
of c r e a t i n g no i se t o make t h e i r p r e s e n c e 
known, such as rocks in cans, using a small 
bell or whist le, or loud ta lk ing or s inging. 

HOW TO REACH GLACIER 

The park is on U.S. 2 and 89 and near U.S. 91 
and 93. Buses connect ing w i th t ranscont inenta l 
buslines at Great Falls and Missoula stop tw ice 
daily at West Glacier and East Glacier Park. 
A main t r a n s c o n t i n e n t a l ra i l l ine se rves t h e 
park. Both Great Falls and Kalispell have sched
uled airl ine service. 

Glacier 




