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11. Name of Property 
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other name/site number: Belton Headquarters 

12. Location 

street & number: 41, 77, and 80 Sperry Drive 
city/town: West Glacier 
state: Montana code: MT 

13. State/Federal Agency Certification 

county: Flathead 

not for publication: n/a 
vicinity: X 
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Head uarters Historic District Bounda Increase No. 1 

5. Classification 

Ownership of Property: Public-Federal 

Category of Property: District 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register: 7 4 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

]__ _2_ buildings 

_3_ 

sites 
structures 

_objects 

__l_ Total 

Flathead Coun , Montana 

Name of related multiple property listing: Glacier National Park Multiple Property Listing; Headquarters Historic 
District, 1995-1996 

16. Function or Use 

Historic Functions: 

Government/domestic (single dwelling) 

11. Description 

Architectural Classification: 

Modem Movement 
Ranch Style and California Style 

Narrative Description 

Introduction 

Current Functions: 

Same 

Materials: 

foundation: Concrete 
walls: Frame with brick veneer; frame with clapboarding 
roof: Built-up 
other: 

Glacier National Park Residences 41, with drawings dated October 10, 194 7, and Residences 77 and 80, with 
drawings dated September 11, 1951, were constructed in 1948-1949 and 1952-1953 respectively north and east 
of the Headquarters Historic District on a street system laid out before World War II. The primary historic 
district roadway, Mather Drive, extends roughly north to south, paralleling the historic maintenance yard and 
the Mission 66 headquarters building. Mather Drive connects at a right angle to the to the main entrance road 
into the Headquarters Historic District. Extending east from the street are Grinnell Drive, Sperry Drive, and 
Albright Circle three arced streets that connect to a north-south secondary roadway, Logan Lane, which 
provides for continuous circulation through the residential area and includes the Mission 66 era (1956-1966) 
north loop developed for additional single-family housing and apartments. 

At the intersection of Mather Drive and the arced Sperry Drive, Residences 41, 77, and 80, were built as an 
extension of the pre-World War II and post-war temporary employee housing development in the Headquarters 
Historic District. The earlier residences of the historic district were begun in 1918-1919. Residential 
construction continued through the 1920s and 1930s to 1941 including Residence 40 in the middle of the 
existing row on the north side of Sperry Drive, built in 1938. Residential expansion was halted during the war 
years, but resumed in 1946 with the construction of four residences all at the east end of Sperry Drive. These 
were considered "temporary" housing built from five-foot panels of recycled WP A-CCC buildings in a style 
that imitated the cottage style of Residence 40. Thus, Residence 41, a one-story, gabled roof, modem Ranch 

(see continuation sheets) 
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8. Statement of Significance 

Applicable National Register Criteria: A and c 
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions): n/a 

Significant Person(s): n/a 

Cultural Affiliation: n/a 

Narrative Statement of Significance 

Introduction 

Fathead Coun , Montana 

Areas of Significance: Government; Architecture 

Period(s) of Significance: 1947-1953 

Significant Dates: 1947; 1951 

ArchitecUBuilder: National Park Service, Region Two, 
Branch of Plans and Design, Omaha, Nebraska; 
Francis R. Roberson and Albert R. Stocker, 
principal architects 

Style, single-family house, with brick veneer Residences 41, 77, and 80, located on Sperry Drive at Mather 
Drive, are significant under Criterion A relating to the Associated Historic Context listed in the Glacier National 
Park Multiple Property Listing No. 1, "Development of Administrative Infrastructure in Glacier National Park 
1910-1945." This nomination extends the period of significance is extended through 1953 for the Headquarters 
Historic District. The three houses are associated with the National Park Service's Mission 66 program (1956-
1966), a major nation-wide construction endeavor for the federal agency. Following World War II, the Park 
Service constructed limited facilities in several parks, many of which became prototypes for the subsequent 
national program that continued through the Parkscape program ending in 1972. Thus, the boundary increase 
for the Headquarters Historic District encompasses Residences 41, 77, and 80, which are significant for their 
trend setting Modem Movement architecture. The houses demonstrated what should not be done and what 
could be done towards establishing a standardized lexicon for new park residential construction after 1956. 

Residences 41, 77, and 80 also are significant under Criterion C for their innovative usage of modem 
architecture, which represents a significant break-away from the traditional National Park Service rustic style, 
"Parkitecture." This nomination adds a new Associate Historic Context, No. 5: Modem Residential 
architecture in Glacier National Park, 1947-1953. Thus, this boundary increase to the Headquarters Historic 
District includes these three significant examples of pre-Mission 66 architecture in Glacier National Park. 

Associated Broad Patterns 

Detached housing in the United States had its precedent in early 20th century "garden suburbs" based in English 
garden city plans according to Sarah Allaback in her 2002 unpublished manuscript, '"Mission 66' Employee 
Housing, A Contextual Essay on Post-World War II Housing in National Parks." (Allaback, Essay, p. 4) In 
Glacier, this manifested itself in the construction of rustic cottage, single-family houses in the Headquarters 
Historic District between 1917 and 1918. The "garden" trend of houses lining a street with open space between 
them, continued in Glacier through construction programs of the WPA-CCC era that ended in 1941. The 
precedent was set in Glacier for continuing the detached housing trend after the war with the 1946 eastern infill 
of Sperry Drive with "temporary" housing built from salvaged five-foot panels from Civilian Conservation 
Corps (CCC) construction components. 

(see continuation sheet) 
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9. Major Bibliographic References 

(see continuation sheet) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has 
been requested 

Primary Location of Additional Data: 
~State Historic Preservation Office 
_ Other State agency 

_x_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National Register 
_designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # ___ _ 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __ _ 

110. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property: Less than one acre 

UTM References: Zone 12 Residence 41 : 
Residence 77: 
Residence 80: 

Easting 279757 
Easting 279815 
Easting 279806 

_x_ Federal agency 
_ Local government 
_ University 

Other 
Specify Repository: 

Northing 5376452 
Northing 5376460 
Northing 5376520 

Legal Location (Township, Range & Section(s)): T32N R19W S26 (Lake McDonald West Quad) 

Verbal Boundary Description 

This boundary expansion of the Headquarters Historic District starts at the northern most point of the original 
boundary on the east side of Mather Drive and extends north through the intersection of Sperry Drive to a point 
halfway through the block; there it turns east and forms a curved northern boundary behind Residences 78 and 
80 paralleling the arc of Sperry Drive. At the northeastern corner of the new boundary, it turns south a short 
distance to connect to the northern most point of the original bounda.c-y of the hi.storic district. 

Boundary Justification 

The roughly square new Boundary Increase fills a notch in the original Headquarters Historic District boundary. 
The area of the boundary expansion was omitted in 1995 because the three residences, Nos. 41, 77, and 80 were 
less than 50 years old. Within the new boundary are two 1958 Mission 66 Residences, 73 and 78, that are non
contributing. 
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name/title: Rodd L. Wheaton 
organization: Architectural Historian 
street & number: 3021 S. Cornell Circle 
city or town: Englewood state: CO 

I Property Owner 

date: October 2006 
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zip code: 80113-3012 

name/title: United States Department of the Interior, National Park Service 
street & number: Park Headquarters, Building 295 telephone: 404 888-5441 
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Thus, the 1947-1949 construction of Residence 41, a one-story, gabled roof, modem Ranch Style, single-family 
house, with brick veneer, represented the first breakaway from the traditional rustic "Parkitecture" residences 
that characterized the Headquarters Historic District. Residence 41 was designed by architects Francis R. 
Roberson and Halsey M. Davidson of the National Park Service's Region II, Branch of Plans and Design. The 
1951-1953 single-family, split-level Residences 77 and 80, with low gabled roofs, were designed by Region II 
architect Albert R. Stocker in a California modem style that took the new construction further away from the 
traditional park architecture. A third residence, No.79, was planned for the northwest comer of Sperry Drive 
and Mather Drives, but was not built. In 1957-1958 this site and the site to the east of Residence 77 were 
infilled with Mission 66 era houses completing the streetscape of Sperry Drive. Now Residences 78 and 73 
respectively, these Mission 66 houses are non-contributing to this Boundary Increase. 

Site 

The intersection of ~v1ather Drive and Sperry Drives is relatively flat between contour 3193 at the barJc of the 
Middle Fork of the Flathead River to contour 3200 which is the base of a rise to the top of a ridge extending up 
to 6306 feet northeast of the Headquarters Historic District. Residence 41 is located on the southeast comer of 
the intersection on a slight rise and faces north onto Sperry Drive. Residence 77, located to the east of 
Residence 41, also faces north and is located on the edge of a very shallow swale that lowers the northwest 
section of the site necessitating an adjustment to the proportions of the original design during construction. The 
swale also extends in front of Residence 41. 

Across the street and slightly to the northeast is Residence 80, which faces south and is located on a very flat 
site that follows the arc of Sperry Drive. A small rise is located in the southwest comer of the site. Residence 
80, like the other two residences, is parallel with the street, but appears to be angled from the other two because 
of the curve of the street. The area around Residence 41 retains large coniferous trees within a cleared yard 
area. Residences 77 and 80 are set into clearings in the surrounding forest that has dense understory around 
grassed yards. Region II Landscape Architect Charles E. Krueger designed vistas from the window walls of the 
living rooms and outdoor living areas behind the residences in 1953. A large pine tree and a small cottonwood 
are located in the front yard of Residence 77 and several birch trees are located in the front of and behind 
Residence 80. Ornamental plantings indicated on the 1953 site plans have largely disappeared. Ten-foot wide 
asphalt driveways extend perpendicularly from the street to the garages of each of the residences. The driveway 
of Residence 41 extends to a concrete pad in front of the garage door. A triangular concrete walkway extends 
from the west side of the driveway and across the front of the north porch. At Residences 77 and 80, each has a 
curved quadrant-plan, four-foot wide walkway that extends from the driveway to the entrance vestibule at the 
end of each front porch. 

Residence 41 (1947-1949) 

Residence 41 is a three-bedroom, two-bath Ranch Style house that is unique with its unique centrally located 
garage that separates the west living spaces from the east bedrooms. The attached single-car garage was a new 
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feature in park housing of 1947 was the inclusion of the attached single-car garage. It projects half its depth 
from the fa9ade of the house. A large open porch is built into the ell in front of the west living room. It would 
appear that the garage was used to separate the outdoor living area of the porch from the bedroom window 
openings and to possibly keep the garage warmer in the winter. Directly behind the garage is the dining room 
that opens onto a small inset porch at the rear southwest comer. Adjacent to the dining room is a kitchen that 
projects from the south rear elevation and provides access to the basement and a rear porch. The partial 
basement housed the original hot water oil furnace. East of the kitchen are a bathroom and two bedrooms. 
Between the northeast bedroom and the garage are a small bedroom and a second three-quarter bathroom. A 
hallway connecting through the dining room provides access to the bedroom wing and the garage. 

The north fa9ade is characterized by the centrally located garage and porch infilling the northwest comer. The 
flat roof of the garage and porch, defined by a wide fascia, forms a strong horizontal element backed by the 
primary east/west gabled roof. The house has a built-up roofing. The three exterior garage walls are veneered 
with red brick that continues across the living room fa9ade and onto the west elevation where it is flush with the 
large, wide chimney stack of the living room fireplace centered on the west gable end. The masonry 
construction of the chimney contains vents for the gabied roof flanking a singie flue. ·1he northwest porch roof 
eave and fascia form a return onto the chimney. 

The overhead garage door, originally with six lights, now has two lights. The opening extends from ground 
level to the deep fascia; the brick veneer forms piers at each comer. Opening onto the northwest concrete paved 
porch, which is supported by a round pipe column at the comer and a concrete floor, is the main entrance 
doorway and wooden door with five horizontal lights. To the west, are three ganged, double hung windows 
with horizontal two-over-two lights in each sash; the window opening is set on the brick veneer and has a brick 
sill. Forming a comer window unit the opening extends to the northwest comer and continues onto the west 
elevation with a pair of similar double hung windows that extend to the brick chimney; the windows are set 
within the projection of the living room below the flat roof. 

Secondary frame construction of Residence 41 is sheathed with horizontal beveled clapboarding that is mitered 
at the outside corners. The clapboarding has no fascias or skirt boards. Within the frame construction, tall 
multi-paned fixed and casement steel sash infill the southwest comer around a comer mullion that is a concrete 
filled steel pipe. Adjacent to the fireplace chimney at the west elevation are a pair of window openings each 
with fixed vertical ten-light sash. Around the comer, set behind the small inset southwest porch, are pairs of · 
casement sash flanking a large central section. The south vertical four-light casements have a fixed transom 
over each. The central section was designed with a fifteen-light fixed sash; as constructed, it has a vertical five
light section and a vertical ten-light section. Typically, the windows in the clapboarding have flat board trim 
and slightly projecting sills with no aprons. Wooden storm windows are set within the window openings flush 
with the trim with muntin bars relating to the meeting rails of the double hung sash. Full height storm windows 
are set over each vertical section of the large multi-paned steel sash window units. 

A round pipe column supports the comer of the inset porch and the typical boxed eave of the main gabled roof. 
The exterior doorway from the dining room, facing west, is hung with a glazed door with five horizontal lights; 
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a wooden screen door protects it. The south eave of the porch extends across the dining room and its ganged 
triple windows, each with double-hung sash having horizontal two-over-two lights. The eave stops at the 
projection of the kitchen that is roofed by a continuous slope of the main gabled roof. Set back above the 
kitchen is a brick chimney with a sheet metal extension that provides a flue for the furnace and for the original 
kitchen range. Opening from the kitchen is an east doorway to a small porch inset under the kitchen roof 
extension. A small scaled double hung window with horizontal two-over-two-light sash is at the full south 
bathroom. The porch roof is supported with a 4 by 4 wooden post. 

Continuing east on the south elevation are ganged triple windows with typical horizontal two-over-two-light 
sash. Basement windows are located below the kitchen window and under the bedroom windows. The east 
elevation has an open gable end with short returns at the boxed eaves. Two east window openings have pairs of 
double hung sash with horizontal two-over-two lights; a horizontal louvered vent is in the gable end. Basement 
windows are located below each pair. At the north fa1tade the eastern bedroom clapboarded wing has two 
ganged triple windows with double hung sash and the typical horizontal muntin arrangement lighting the 
southeast bedroom and small north bedroom. Near the garage projection is a small scaled single bathroom 
window with double hung sash and horizontal muntins matching that in the garage set into the brick veneer of 
its east elevation. 

The north front doorway opens into the living room that extends the width of the house. Typically the floors, 
like most of the floors throughout the house, are 1 x 4 fir. The living room is dominated by a common bond 
brick chimney breast set flush with flanking plaster piers and extending from a herringbone brick hearth to the 
ceiling. A cast iron wood stove has been set into the firebox below a wood plank mantle shelf supported on 
diagonal metal brackets. Built into the alcove north of the chimney breast is a wooden knee-hole desk. At each 
side are square cabinets. The cabinet doors have wide contrasting borders and surface mounted center squares 
set with square wooden pulls. The knee-hole center section is raised above the cabinet top surfaces over a flat 
drawer. Backing the unit is a two-level enclosed shelf unit. Infilling the lower space, below the intermediate 
shelf, are two drawers centered above the desk top. The pulls are wooden squares. A top shelf encloses the 
shelving that is set below the window sills of northwest comer. 

The adjacent dining room has triple three-level cabinets built into the north wall from the floor to nearly the 
ceiling. Each pair of doors at the lower level has two tiers of applied squares on a mitered panel set flush with 
horizontal rails formed by the bottom shelf of each section. Pairs of square wooden pulls are set near the top of 
the doors at the comers. Above are flush panel pairs of doors set with square wooden pulls centered on the 
edge. The small top pairs of doors each has a diamond panel applied to the flush panel doors and square 
wooden pulls near the bottom. The unit is trimmed with a narrow moulding. Similar details characterize the 
two bedroom hallway built-in closets, each with two tiers of doors. Typically, the pair of lower doors has an 
applied center panel on a mitered panel. Above, the pair of flush doors has an applied diamond panel on each 
leaf. 

The doorway into the bedroom hallway from the dining room, an open flat arch, has angled jambs. The angular 
motif extends to the triangular plan linen closet infilling the ell at the three-quarter bath wall. This angled motif 
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is further defined by the clipped comers of the small bedroom. Closets separate all the three bedrooms. A large 
closet opens into the bedroom hallway at the west end and is backed with a coat closet that opens into the living 
room near the front doorway. 

Residence 77 (1951-1953) 

Facing north, Residence 77 is a low gabled roof split-level L-plan building with a detached flat roofed, one-car 
garage connected to the house with an open breeze way. It is integrated into a front porch set within the ell. 
The house and garage are built on an approximately five-foot and a six-foot grid. The garage projects forward 
three-quarters of its length to allow for full daylight into the living room windows. Typical of the plan, the 
main level is built with a crawl space and contains a living-dining area and a kitchen in a west wing. To the 
east, the two-bedroom and one-bath wing is a half-flight of stairs above a basement containing a bedroom, 
storage and laundry rooms, and a half-bathroom. 

At the north fa'j:ade the east bedroom wing is characterized by the shallow pitched gabled roof facing the street. 
The gabled roof is supported on exposed angle-cut purlins set below open verges below a narrow stepped fascia 
masking the random width sheathing boards, insulation, and plywood cap sheets. Typically the frame walls are 
sheathed in horizontal 1 x 10 siding below a 2 x 6 wall plate at the soffits. The outside comers are mitered. A 
ribbon of four horizontal window is set into the upper walling; the end units are awning style windows. The 
ribbon window design is repeated in the concrete foundation of the basement level. 

The west living room wing, set back three feet from the bedroom wing, also has a shallow pitched gabled roof 
extending perpendicularly from the bedroom wing below the eave of the higher wing. At the fa(j:ade, a ribbon 
of four horizontal windows, with end awning style windows, is set behind the six-foot wide, flat roofed porch 
that extends across the wing and connects to the flat roof of the garage. An open breezeway is located between 
the house and garage. The open porch eave, with the same narrow fascia as the main roof, overlaps onto the 
gable end of the bedroom wing; the eave is set just below the sill of the west end of the upper ribbon of 
windows. Two 4 x 4 wooden posts, eight feet on center, support the eave. The east end of the porch is enclosed 
with vertical board and batten siding forming a small vestibule, or air-lock, that is one step below the main 
floor. Facing west, the front doorway is hung with a solid core, flush panel door adjacent to a sidelight with 
three vertical lights set on a raised sill. 

The garage, clad in vertical board and batten siding, has a four-light garage door. The flat roof is supported on 
2 x 14 beams extending the width of the building with angled ends projecting beyond the walling to support the 
eaves and form the wall plates. Applied to the front and rear wall plates are false rafters supporting the 
overhang of the eaves giving an uniform appearance to each elevation. Because of a drop in grade at the west 
end of the site, the garage floor of Residence 77 was set lower than the main house. To compensate the builders · 
raised the height of the walling of the garage to meet the porch roof eave creating a change in proportions from 
what was designed. The flush panel door from the rear of the garage to the front porch is two steps above the 
garage floor. 
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The west living room wing gable end typically has projecting, angled purlins supporting the verges of the 
gabled roof. Infilling the end of the living room are a pair of large windows with fixed sash forming a window 
wall. The center mullion corresponds to the purlin of the gable end and each window has six vertical lights. To 
the south, is a kitchen doorway with a two-panel door with a glazed upper panel. A two-step concrete stoop 
extends from the doorway to grade. The south elevation has a pair of double-hung windows near the southwest 
comer lighting the kitchen. Near the east end of the one-story living room wing, is a large vertical six-light 
window adjacent to the dining room doorway that has a flush panel solid core door. The eave of the one-story 
wing is supported on false 4 x 16 joist ends extending from the walling; the joist ends are angled between the 
walling and the fascia. The door abuts the south elevation of the two level east wing. Like the opposite north 
fa9ade, the south elevation has two four-light ribbon windows set into the frame walling and the concrete 
foundation. A chimney for a furnace flue projects above the gabled roof. Six-light ribbon windows in the same 
configuration characterize the east elevation. The two end windows of each ribbon are awning style openings. 
The east eave, like that of the west, is carried on false joist ends projecting from the walling. 

The living room interior has pitched ceilings with exposed 6 x 16 purlin beams running east/west over the living 
room. Upper bedroom pitched ceilings have 4 x 12 purlins extending north/south. The random width sheathing 
forms the ceilings. The walls are gypsum board. From the living room the two half-flight stairways lead up to 
the bedrooms and down to the basement. On the upper level, the bathroom is in the southwest comer built 
around the chimney flue. A small bedroom occupies the southeast comer. Extending across the north end of 
the upper level is a large bedroom with a bank of closets across the west end. Constructed in three sections, the 
closets have large wardrobes below smaller storage cabinets. 

Residence 80 (1951-1953) 

Residence 80 is essentially a "flipped" plan of Residence 77 as it faces south instead of north and exhibits some 
design modifications suggesting that its construction followed that of Residence 77. It is also a low gabled roof, 
split-level, L-plan house with an open porch extending across the front of the one-story, west living room wing 
and connecting to the flat roofed, one-car garage. The garage projects half-way from the fa9ade. The six-foot 
wide porch, infilling the ell, has an enclosed vestibule at the east end at the front door. At the west end is an 
open breezeway that is doubled in width to provide a covered area over the kitchen door on the west elevation 
near the southwest comer. The two-level bedroom wing projects approximately three feet to the south. It has 
two bedrooms and a bathroom on the upper level and a bedroom, storage and laundry room and a half-bath on 
the lower basement level. 

The south fa9ade is much like that of Residence 77, though the garage, which is stepped back an additional bay, 
has horizontal 1 x 10 siding. Similarly, the garage has a four-light garage door; however, the door extends to 
the height of the flat roof structure as was originally designed for Residence 77. A side door near the center of 
the east wall of the garage opens onto the front porch and provides easy access to the kitchen door. The flat 
porch roof is supported on a pair of 4 x 4 wooden posts. 

A pair of double-hung two-light windows is near the southwest comer behind the porch lighting the kitchen, 
which like the dining area, is at the front of the house. A large six-light vertical window abuts the vestibule at 
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the southeast corner. The windows are integrated into a vertical three-light sidelight window adjacent to the 
flush panel, solid core front door that faces west. The openings have narrow board trim. The front elevation of 
the vestibule is also clad in horizontal 1 x 10 siding instead of board and batten as designed. The return 
overlapping the east wall to the bedroom wing has no eave overhang. The gable end of the south fa9ade was 
altered from the design drawings. Instead of a ribbon of windows there are only two horizontal awning style 
windows at the upper level and a ribbon of four windows at the lower basement level. The east elevation has a 
pair of larger window openings with sliding sash above a ribbon of windows at the basement level. As designed 
and built, the north gable end elevation has a ribbon of four horizontal windows at both the upper and lower 
levels. Continuing along the south elevation, a doorway into the living roof abuts the two level bedroom wing. 
A ribbon of four horizontal windows is set directly below the false rafter tips supporting the eave to the west of 
the doorway. The west gable end elevation of the one-story living room wing is characterized by the pair of 
vertical six-light windows at the end of the living room space. They extend from the floor level to mean room 
height below the beams forming a window wall. To the south is the kitchen doorway that opens into the 
breezeway of the porch connection to the garage. 

The interior is simiiar to that of Residence 77, though the plan is reversed to face south. The ceiling beams are 
painted dark brown in contrast to white walls further emphasizing the modern California Style design 
particularly in the open planning of the living spaces. 

Integrity 

All three residences exhibit a high level of integrity in terms of original location, design, setting, materials, 
workmanship, feeling, and association. There have been very few alterations beyond some updating of interior 
service areas and minor maintenance including replacement of garage doors. Residence 41 has not been used 
for three years. Residence 77 remains as park employee housing and Residence 80 is intermittently used as a 
guest house. 
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Their fenestration replicates Residence 40 built in 1938. The significant change in1947, though, was the break
away from traditional rustic cottage architecture with the design of Residence 41 as a modem Ranch Style 
house based on post-World War II residential developments across the country from Levittown, New Jersey, to 
early Eichler developments in California. 

Built specifically for Glacier's Assistant Superintendent George W. Miller, Residence 41 may have been 
planned as a prototype for additional buildings in the park by National Park Service Region II architect Francis 
R. Roberson of the Branch of Plans and Design, Omaha, Nebraska. However, the house may have proved to be 
too expensive with its sprawling one-story plan, a fireplace, brick veneer, and custom built-ins. Thus, in 1951, 
Region II architect Albert R. Stocker, also of the Branch of Plans and Design, reconsidered the three-bedroom, 
one-and-one-half-bath house for the construction of Residences 77 and 80. He designed a more compact plan 
with grid construction and modem California Style elements that included an open floor plan for the living area, 
nearly flat roofs, beamed ceilings, ribbon windows, and window walls. It was planned that three such houses 
would be built in Glacier, but the one destined for the northeast comer of Sperry Drive was not constructed. 
That site was infilled, in 1957-1958 by a Mission 66 house, Residence 78, which is considered to be non
contributing. Similarly, a second Mission 66 house, Residence 73, east of Residence 77 that completed 
residential construction on the block of Sperry Drive, between Mather Drive and Logan Lane, is also considered 
to be non-contributing as both fall within this Boundary Increase of the Headquarters Historic District 

John B. Cabot, who was the Region II Regional Architect in 1951, signed the drawings for Residences 77 and 
80 as Acting Assistant Regional Director recommending them to the Regional Director. Cabot, who was a 1934 
graduate of MIT, transferred to the Eastern Office of Design and Construction (EODC) in 1954 where he was a 
Supervisory Architect. Mission 66 housing goals were established in 1955 and the Washington Office 
developed standardized plans. In early 1956 Cabot severely criticized these standardized plans for residences 
calling them'" ... eastern city thinking .... "' To remedy the situation, Cabot wrote an essay entitled, "The 
Design of Park Service Houses" to recast housing designs to meet residents' needs. (Allaback, Essay, pp. 14, 
16-17) He seems to have based some of those ideas on what he experienced overseeing the construction of the 
residences at Glacier National Park. However, the final "Standard Plans for Employee Housing" illustrates 
several characteristics of Residences 77 and 80. One, a three-bedroom split level house, mirrors the 1951-1953 
house plans at Glacier and several others show an open porch connecting to a one-car garage. Nearly all the 
designs were for low profile, one-story, attached garage houses, like Residence 47. 

Cabot's case was probably made easier, too, by the fact that an early National Park Service conference, called 
"Area Operation," was held in Glacier in early September 1952 during the construction of Residences 77 and 
80. One of the conference's break out sessions, entitled, "House Plans, Community Life Problems, and 
Recreation," was held primarily for Park Service wives to discuss housing. "All ladies urged to attend" 
announced the program for the discussion panel that included Cabot, Park Service Architect, Richard Sutton, 
and several others. This session helped lead to the establishment of the National Park Service Women's 
Organization that Park Service Director Conrad L. Wirth asked to survey housing in the parks. The result was 
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the "Report of National Park Service Survey, 1953" that was a compilation of the housing inadequacies 
throughout the system. For Glacier it was reported that" ... housing has not kept pace with employment." Many 
suggestions promulgated in the report from standardized window sizes to providing adequate storage were 
incorporated into the standardized plans. 

In addition to housing discussions, the conference attendees were exposed to Glacier's two newest residences 
under construction, representing what was probably Cabot's idea of appropriate housing, which he described in 
1956 as " ... developments [should be] surrounded by streets and sidewalks." Being nearly identical, the new 
plans for Residence 77 and 80 also demonstrated to the conference that standardized plans could be used. 
However, despite their modem style, no stylistic recommendations came out of the conference. (Allaback, 
Essay, p. 13, 15) Through the Mission 66 era, Cabot certainly influenced the direction of Park Service housing, 
which eventually resulted in the construction of over 1200 housing units. Certainly, his experience in Region II 
and the new housing construction in Glacier National Park influenced the Mission 66 program and supported 
the use of standardized modem design, attached garages, adequate bathroom facilities and storage, and carefully 
considered circulation within the houses. 

Thus, it appears that the three Glacier residences probably were prototypes for residential construction 
completed during the Mission 66 program. This was the beginning of the large-scale effort by the NPS to 
upgrade the infrastructure in the in the nation's parks in the period following World War II. In 1949, NPS 
Director Newton Drury described the parks as " ... victims of war." Sarah Allaback in her book, Mission 66 
Visitor Centers: The History of a Building Type, notes that, "Neglected since the New Deal era improvements 
of the 1930s the national parks were in desperate need of funds for basic maintenance, not to mention protection 
from an increasing number of visitors." Automobiles provided the new mobility and influx necessitating 
improved park facilities for visitors and for park personnel after the war. Glacier attempted to meet the demand 
early on for additional housing by redirecting funding towards the construction of Residences 41, 77, and 80 as 
early as 1947. 

Such projects were rare in before World War II and after the war in the parks as there was a significant lack of 
funding. Private funding at Bryce Canyon National Park resulted in the 1949 construction of a service station in 
a modem style designed by San Francisco architect Eldridge T. Spencer, who also had designed small modem 
style houses with detached garages at Yosemite National Park in 1941 for the Tecoya area. A significant 1951 
example by Spencer was for a one-story, nearly flat roofed house on a basement garage that was designed with 
four bedrooms and a dramatic living room space and outside terraces to be constructed on the diagonal. This 
design was reworked considerable for construction to conform more to conventional housing and reflected what 
was to become standard Mission 66 housing. Five pre-Mission 66 houses were constructed in 1951 at Zion 
National Park that were designed in 1950 by then Region III Architect John B. Cabot. The one-story, L-plan 
Ranch Style houses have a gable on hipped roof, attached garages, and expansive window walls. At Everglades 
National Park several houses were constructed in the early 1950s that were designed for Pine Island by Harry L. 
Keck, Jr. of Coral Gables, Florida, and others by Alfred B. Parker of Miami, Florida, that had a unique 
clerestory shed roof on a flat roof. Horizontal muntins were a major design feature of both types. Another 
featured a long, shallow front gable and large window openings. Closer to Glacier, a act of Congress secured 



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 
Section number 8 

~MB Approval No.1024-0018 

Page 3 

funds for the 1950-1951 construction of a modem International Style museum at Custer Battlefield National 
Monument, now Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument, that was a very early prototype for what was to 
become labeled as a "visitor center" with the subsequent construction of the Grand Canyon Visitor Center in 
1954-1955. 

Sarah Allaback further notes in her study, Visitor Centers, that NPS Director Conrad L. Wirth first instituted the 
idea of modernizing the parks through a massive, multi-year redevelopment program after the centralization of 
NPS planning into the Eastern and Western Offices of Planning and Design in Philadelphia and San Francisco 
in 1954. With centralized offices, Wirth began to conceptualize on the efficiency of a ten-year budget rather 
than submitting a yearly budget as had probably been the case for the three new residences at Glacier National 
Park. She notes that as envisioned by Wirth, "Mission 66 would allow the Park Service to repair and build 
roads, bridges, and trails, hire additional employees, construct new facilities ranging from campsites to 
administrative buildings, improve employee housing, and obtain land for parks ... to elevate the parks to modem 
standards of comfort and efficiency, as well as an attempt to conserve natural resources." With the support of 
President Eisenhower, Congressional funding for the construction program was made available for Fiscal Year 
1956. 

In addition to a new strategy for management, Mission 66 also resulted in a distinctive new type ofNPS 
architecture that reflected the new ideas. Sarah Allaback calls it "Park Service Modem." Modem architecture, 
as demonstrated in the construction of the three residences at Glacier National Park, was the prevalent 
architectural style in the postwar period and the Mission 66 program standardized that design ethic in the 
national parks. Thus, the prototypes scattered around the Park Service System demonstrated the economy of 
using inexpensive materials and laborsaving techniques; the assemblage of materials was the focus of the 
designs. By contrast, the earlier Rustic Style of the Park Service required large labor forces for small buildings. 
Budgets after the war and during the Mission 66 program did not permit that level of labor intensive 
construction. However, as demonstrated by assemblages like Residences 41, 77, and 80, Park Service Modem, 
according to Allaback in Visitor Centers," . .. reinterpreted the long-standing commitment to 'harmonize' 
architecture with park landscapes" through modem materials and innovative planning. 

Sarah Allaback notes in her housing essay that in 1958 the program was assessed and changes were made to 
assure that the budget limit of $20,000 per house was met. Before, construction often had been based on 
individual original designs offering some variety. By 1960 a new set of standardized plans was issued with 
three or four bedroom houses and two bedroom duplexes; it also established the living/dining room 
configuration. Plans for level sites and hillside sites were completed at the end of 1964. Throughout the 
program for new housing durability, key amenities, and circulation remained of major importance, (Allaback, 
Essay, pp. 23-24) which certainly followed the precedence of Glacier National Park's Residences 77 and 80. 
Style, was limited to the demands of climate and location, (Allaback, Essay, p. 24) though this seems to have 
played a minimal role for the three Glacier prototypes that were more high style postwar modernism 
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The three Glacier residences helped establish a clear and concise example of the Modem Movement and helped 
define the future direction for NPS housing in the subsequent years of the Mission 66 program. Ranch Style 
Residence 41, while innovative for a conservative federal agency in 1947, clearly demonstrated that design and 
construction employing an unusually shaped floor plan, comer windows, custom cabinetry, a fireplace, and 
brick veneer, while high style for the late 1940s, did not fit into the budget conscious program. Its square 
footage was too large and it was too expensive even though it was built by Park Service employees. The house 
seems to have been an example of what not to do when it came to standardization of houses in 1956 and later. 
California Style Residences 77 and 80, on the other hand, became a model for future design. The two houses 
utilized standardized structural grid construction and compact multi-level floor plans embellished with simple, 
but aesthetic details such as ribbon windows and living room window walls, and low and flat roofs. Such 
designs may or may not have been appropriate for Glacier National Park, but they did lead the way for future 
standardized plans for houses through Region II Regional Architect John Cabot's efforts when he moved on to 
the Eastern Office of Design and Construction in Philadelphia as a Supervisory Architect and on to the Park 
Service's Washington Office. There he was abie to influence and conceptuaiize standard housing pians for the 
entire nation-wide construction program of Mission 66. 

The architect of Residence 41, Francis R. Roberson received a Bachelor of Science degree in architecture from 
the University of Illinois in 1926. As the National Park Service's Region II architect, he was involved with the 
construction of the 1950-1951 International Style visitor center at Little Bighorn Battlefield National 
Monument, Crow Agency, Montana, along with Region II Regional Architect John B. Cabot. The 1947 
drawings for Residence 41 also indicate that Roberson collaborated on the design with Region II Regional 
Architect Halsey M. Davidson, who recommended the design for the Regional Director's signature. Davidson 
had been working as an architect and as a landscape architect since the 1930s and appears in archive records as 
the Regional Architect as early as 1944. 

Very little is known of Albert R. Stocker, the architect of Residences 77 and 80. In 1950, while overseeing the 
design and construction of the Little Bighorn Battlefield National Monument visitor center, he was noted in that 
park's Superintendent's Report as being the Regional Architect. He seems to have shared this title with John 
Cabot around the same time. Charles E. Krueger, who signed the drawings as the Landscape Architect, and 
provided site plans for plantings in 1953, worked in Region II as the Chief of the Branch of Major Roads and 
Chief Landscape Architect, before following John Cabot to the Eastern Design and Construction Office. 
Willard P. Lindauer was a Civil Engineer and Highway Engineer for Region II and signed the drawings for 
Residences 77 and 80 as "acting Engineer." 

According to Glacier National Park Superintendent's Annual Reports, construction of Residence 41 began in 
February of 1948 when a Park Service Force Account crew started construction digging the basement and 
setting foundations. In March the crew started framing. Construction, probably interior work, continued into 
early 1949. By April it was clear that the roofing specifications were not satisfactory and new ones were 
completed in June for continuing construction. The 1373 square-foot house was completed in September 30, 
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1949. at a total cost of $21,880. In September of 1950, Assistant Superintendent George W. Miller, who was 
living in the house, formally complained about the shoddy workmanship of the park's Force Account crew and 
noted all the problems that the house sustained through its first winter of 1949-1950 when there were severe 
leaking problems caused by ice dams and snow melt. 

The Superintendent's Annual Report noted that Residences 77 and 80 were started in April of 1951 when the 
architects were in the park to discuss plans while the park was awaiting funding authorization from Congress. 
Bids were finally let in late 1951 and a contract was let January 1952, to M. C. Estenson. By May 1952 the 
excavation for the basements was begun. The Superintendent reported that the project was very slow in 
January of 1953. Architect Albert R. Stocker was in the park in February of 1953 for final inspection as the 
project was nearly complete. By April the park took over the residences. 
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Photographs: Residences 41, 77, and 80; Headquarters Historic District (Boundary Increase No. 1) 
Flathead County, Montana 

Disks located at Glacier National Park 

Residence 41: 
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1. Southwest view of the east wing of the fa9ade from Sperry Drive. Photographer: Lon Johnson; November 
2006. 

2. Southeast view of the west wing showing the south fa9ade and west elevation. Photographer: Lon Johnson; 
November 2006. 

3. Northeast view of south elevation showing dining room porch and kitchen projection. Photographer: Rodd 
L. Wheaton, June 2006. 

4. Southwest view showing east elevation of east wing. Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton, June 2006. 

5. Chimney breast, living room west wall. Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton, June 2006. 

6. Built-in desk, living room northwest corner. Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton, June 2006. 

7. Interior looking west showing dining room cabinets and southwest living room corner window. 
Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton, June 2006. 

Residence 77: 

8. South view of north fa9ade from Sperry Drive. Photographer: Lon Johnson; November 2006. 

9. Southeast view of north and east elevations of the two-story section. Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton; June 
2006. 

10. Detail of north entrance vestibule looking southwest. Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton; June 2006. 

11. Southwest view of garage showing east and north elevations. Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton; June 2006. 

12. South view of detail of north fa9ade showing breezeway and porch. Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton, June 
2006. 

13. Northeast view of west wing showing kitchen doorway, living room windows and breezeway connection. 
Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton, June 2006. 
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14. South elevation detail looking northwest showing ribbon windows and dining room doorway. 
Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton, June 2006. 

Residence 80: 

Page 3 

15. South fa9ade ofresidence looking north from Sperry Drive. Photographer: Lon Johnson, November 2006. 

16. View of garage looking northeast. Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton, June 2006. 

17. Detail of north fa9ade main entrance showing sidelight and dining room window. Photographer: Rodd L. 
Wheaton, June 2006. 

18. North elevation looking southeast showing ribbon windows and rear doorway. Photographer: Rodd L. 
Wheaton, June 2006. 

19. Southeast view of west elevation ofliving room wing showing windows, breezeway, and north elevation of 
garage. Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton, June 2006. 

20. Detail of east windows, east wing. Photographer: Rodd L. Wheaton, June 2006. 

21. Interior view of living room looking west showing sloped ceiling and window wall. Photographer: Rodd 
L. Wheaton, June 2006. 
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March 27, 2007 

LON JOHNSON 
CULTURAL RESOURCE SPECIALIST 
GLACIER NATIONAL PARK 
WEST GLACIER, MT 59936 

Dear Lon, 

Thank you for the opportunity to review the National Register of Historic Places 
nomination form for the Headquarters Historic District (Boundary Increase I). The 
State Historic Preservation Review Board and I enjoyed touring the increase area last 
summer. Our office concurs that Glacier National Park Residences 41, 77, and 80, 
which comprise the boundary increase, are eligible for listing in the National Register 
under Criteria A and C. 

The Montana State Historic Preservation Office concurs that Logan Pass Visitor Center 
is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under Criterion A and C. 

This office also concurs that Apgar's Glacier Park Cottage Sites HD, Alice Beck 
Cabin, Blair's Cottage Sites HD, Glacier Park Villas Sites HD, Greve's Tourist 
Cabins HD, Head of the Lake HD, Howes' Lake McDonald Cottage Sites HD, 
Kelly's Camp HD, Lewis' Cabin Lots HD, Sherwood Lodge, and Wheeler Camp are 
eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places under the contexts outlined 
in the Recreation Camps on Lake McDonald Multiple Properties Documentation 
Form. 

Finally, we would like to confirm that on August 8, 2005, Josef Warhank of this office 
concun-ed that Porcupine Fire Lookout (Smithsonian Number 24GL1114) is eligible 
for listing in the National Register under the contexts identified in the Glacier National 
Park Multiple Properties Documentation Form. 

Thank you again for your documentation of and dedication to these outstanding places. 
Please let me know if you have any questions. 

Sincerely, 
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. .\ 
Kate Hampton 
National Register Historian and 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer 
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