
®n 3%e ftotmnat 

June 15,1967 



ffltett lErif 0 

® xt 3%e f to tna t 

By BENJAMIN LEVY 

Division of History 
June 15,1967 

National Park Service U.S. Dept. of Interior 



FOREWORD 

The Town of Glen Echo takes pride in publishing this second 
edition of Mr. Benjamin Levy's historical monograph "Glen Echo 
Chautauqua on the Potomac." 

Mr. Levy tells the vivid, absorbing story of the ambitious but 
ill-starred Chautauqua venture — a dream that fell just short of 
fulfillment in Glen Echo 77 years ago. 

Now, through the intensive efforts of such farsighted public 
officials as Senator Daniel B. Brewster, Congressman Gilbert Gude, 
National Park Service Director George B. Hartzog, Jr., Montgomery 
Councilwoman Idamae Garrott, Montgomery County Councilman Richmond 
M. Keeney and John P. Hewitt, Director of Parks for the Maryland 
National Capital Park and Planning Commission, the dream of a 
Chautauqua-like facility at Glen Echo has been revived. 

Through an outstanding plan, developed by John P. Hewitt and 
his staff, the spirit of Chautauqua has been translated into modern 
terms responsive to the cultural and recreational needs of present-
day Montgomery County citizens. 

By making Chautauqua days live again, Mr. Levy has contributed 
materially to creating a public awareness of the great historical and 
recreational potential of the Glen Echo Amusement Park tract — site 
of the National Chautauqua. 

The Chautauqua story, begun over three-quarters of a century ago, 
deserves a happy ending. Your interest and support are essential to 
bring this about. You can best show this support by enthusiastic 
endorsement of the Montgomery County Council's plan for redevelopment 
of the Glen Echo Amusement Park tract. 

The Town of Glen Echo is grateful to the National Park Service 
under whose auspices Mr. Levy's study was originally published for 
its authorization to reprint "Glen Echo Chautauqua on the Potomac" 
in its entirety. 

The Mayor and Town Council 

Town of Glen Echo 

Glen Echo, Maryland 

January 1, 1968 


