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Tour Information 
Lehman Caves can only be entered with a guided 

tour. All tours are led by a park ranger who 

will discuss the history, biology, and geology of 

the cave. To minimize the spread of White

nose Syndrome, a screening process is in 

effect. Please see staff at the front desk at the 

Lehman Caves Visitor Center. 

The Grand Palace Tour visits all areas of the 

cave that are open to the public. This tour takes 

approximately 90 minutes, is 0.54 miles long, and 

is open to visitors ages 5 and older. 

The Lodge Room Tour visits several rooms in the 

cave. The tour takes approximately 60 minutes, is 

0.4 miles long, and is open to all visitors. 

The Gothic Palace Tour is an option for 

visitors who are unable to negotiate the stairs and 

narrow passageways. The entrance tunnel is 250 

feet long with a 5-8% grade. Wheelchairs are 

permitted only if members of your party can 

control and push the chair both into and out of 

the cave. Speak with a ranger for details. 

A Fragile Environment 
The Lehman Caves ecosystem is easily affected by 

our presence and actions. You may bring a jacket, 

hand-held camera or cell phone, and flashlight 

into the cave. All other items including food, 

water or other beverages, purses, backpacks, 

camera cases, and tripods, are not allowed. 

Touching or collecting cave formations is strictly 

prohibited. Thank you for helping us protect the 

cave! 

Ticket Sales 
Lehman Caves tours are limited to 20 people per 

tour and do sell out. Tickets may be purchased 

up to six months in advance at www.recreation. 

gov. Same day tickets may only be purchased in 

person at the Lehman Caves Visitor Center. 

Senior Passes and Access Passes provide a 

discount for the card holder only. Senior and 

Access Passes must be presented for a discount. 

For Your 

Comfort and 

Safety 

• The elevation of the cave 

entrance is 6,825' (2080 m). 

• There are sloped walkways 

and 76 steps along the cave 

tour route. 

• Low ceilings may require 

frequent stooping. 

• Trails may be slippery. 

Wear shoes with good 

traction. 

• The cave is a constant 50° 

F (10° C) and 90% humidity. 



Park Rules, Regulations, and Safety Youareresponsibleforyoursafety! 

Trails 

Pets 

Fishing 

Collecting 

Backcountry 
Camping 

Backcountry 
Permits 

Campfires 

Firearms 

Bicycles 

All Terrain 
Vehicles 

Mines and 
Caves 

PinyonPine 
Nuts 

Altitude 
Sickness 

Hypothermia 

Distracted 
Driving 

Where provided, please stay on established trails. Taking shortcuts creates a complex web of social trails and causes erosion. When hiking cross 
country, try to disperse impact by not following others' footsteps. Do not create rock cairns. Leave the environment as you found it. 

Pets are not allowed on trails in National Parks, except trails listed as open to leashed pets in the Great Basin Superintendent's Compendium. 
Clearly marked service animals on a leash are allowed. Pets on a leash are allowed on roads, in campgrounds, and parking lots. 

Fishing is allowed in the park; follow all Nevada State laws. Obtain fishing rules and regulations at a visitor center. 

No collecting of anything in the park. This includes but is not limited to rocks, sticks, wood, plants, soil, leaves, cones, artifacts, wildlife, cave 
formations, or park signs. 

Backcountry camping is allowed, except within V4 mile of any developed site (i.e. road, buildings, campground, etc.), within the Wheeler Peak 
or Lexington Arch areas, near archeological sites, or in bristlecone pine groves. Campsites must be a minimum of 100 feet from trails and water. 
Camp on mineral soil if possible and avoid camping in the treeless alpine zone. Be sure to practice Leave No Trace principles. 

Backcountry permits are optional but highly recommended. They can be obtained at a visitor center. In all cases, you should tell a friend or 
family member where you will be going and when you plan to return. 

Fires may be built in the backcountry, but not above 10,000 feet elevation. At lower elevations, collect only dead wood already on the ground. Do 
not collect bristlecone pine wood, even when dead or down. It is illegal to leave any fire unattended. The park strongly recommends using stoves 
for cooking in the backcountry. 

Firearms are not allowed in federal buildings, including Lehman Caves, but are allowed in the park. A person must follow all federal and Nevada 
state laws while carrying a firearm. Hunting is not allowed in the park. 

Bicycles are not allowed on trails or the backcountry. Use extreme caution when on the Wheeler Peak Scenic Drive. 

The operation of off-road motor vehicles is prohibited within Great Basin National Park, including on or along paved roadways. This prohibition 
also applies to vehicles that meet the definition of off-road motor vehicles that are licensed for on-road use by a state government. 

Do not enter an abandoned mine or cave in the park unless you have a permit. Stay out! Stay alive! 

During Pinyon pine nut season, the nuts may be gathered only for personal non-commercial use. Limit 25 lbs or three 2' x 3' gunnysacks of cones 
per household per year. Do not break, cut, pull, shake, climb, or injure the pines or other plants. Only free standing ladders may be used. 

Altitude sickness is a condition brought on by high elevations often in conjunction with strenuous activity. Symptoms include difficulty breathing, 
nausea, incoherent speech, and headache. The cure is to descend immediately. Altitude sickness can be life threatening. To avoid altitude sickness, 
ascend slowly, eat lightly and frequently, and drink plenty of water. 

Hypothermia is a serious condition in which a person's body temperature is lowered. It can occur at temperatures well above freezing. Avoid 
hypothermia by w~ appropriate, layered clothing. Avoid cotton clothing, carry extra clothes, drink plenty of fluids, eat high energy foods, and 
stay dry. Signs of hypothermia include slurred speech and uncontrollable shivering. If someone shows signs of hypothermia, warm the individual 
slowly, replace wet clothes with dry ones, and give the person warm liquids without caffeine. 

Be courteous to other drivers on the road. Driving conditions in the park can be hazardous. Use lower gears on long downhill sections to prevent 
overheated brakes. Use of seat belts is required in both Nevada and the park. Please stop only at pullouts. Watch for wildlife and pedestrians. 
Congestion in the visitor center parking areas can lead to accidents. Please use caution. 

Leave 
No 
Trace™ 

Contact a ranger or stop by a visitor center for additional information. Regulations specific to 

Great Basin National Park are published in the Superintendent's Compendium, available on the 

park's website: www.nps.gov/grba/parkmgmt/lawsandpolicies.htm. 

Center for Outdoor Ethics I LNT.org 
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Trailhead Elevation Starting 
Round-trip Gain Elevation 

Wheeler Peak Trail 8.2 miles 2,900 feet 10,160 feet Strenuous: Start very early in the day because of the risk of 

(13 km) (884m) (3,097m) afternoon thunderstorms. Along most of the route, the trail 
follows the ridge up to the Wheeler Peak summit. 

Alpine Lakes Loop 2.7 miles 600 feet 9,800 feet Moderate: Passes two beautiful sub-alpine lakes and has 

(4.4 km) (183 m) (2,987m) good views of Wheeler Peak. 

Bristlecone Trail 2.8 miles 600feet 9,800feet Moderate: Leads to an ancient bristlecone pine grove with 

(4.5 km) (183 m) (2,987m) trees up to 5,000 years old. 

Glacier Trail 4.6 miles 1,100 feet 9,800 feet Moderate: Continues beyond the bristlecone pine grove to 

(7.4 km) (335 m) (2,987 m) a rock glacier nestled beneath Wheeler Peak. 

Island Forest a 0.4 miles 50 feet 9,800feet Easy: Wheelchair accessible trail with benches to sit on. 

Nature Trail (0.6km) (15m) (2,987m) 

Osceola Ditch 9.2 miles 200 feet 8,400 feet Easy: Walk through ponderosa pine, white fir, and Douglas 

Trail (14.8 km) (61m) (2560 m) fir trees. Trail follows the remnants of an 18-mile long 
channel. Trail is open up to burn area. 

Lehman Creek 6.8 miles 2,050 feet 7,750 feet Moderate: Passes through diverse habitats, alongside a 

Trail (11 km) (625 m) (2,362m) creek for parts of the trail. 

Easy: This is a leisurely walk in the pinyon-juniper forest. 
The trail starts at the Rhodes Cabin next to the visitor center. 

Starting 
Gain Elevation 

Pole Canyon Trail 8 miles 600 feet 7,000 feet Moderate: Passes through different forest communities, 

(12.9 km) (183 m) (2,134m) along the creekbed, and into several small meadows. 

Baker Lake Trail 12 miles 2,620 feet 8,000 feet Strenuous: Offers nice views of the surrounding peaks. 

(19.3 km) (799 m) (2,438 m) Hike through ponderosa pines and a beautiful meadow. 

Baker Creek Loop 3.1 miles 870 feet 8,000 feet Moderate: A forested walk with a beautiful small meadow. 

Trail (5 km) (265 m) (2,438 m) Some steep sections. 

Timber Creek 5.1 miles 1,680 feet 8,000 feet Strenuous: A steep climb up the Timber Creek Trail with 

Loop Trail (8.2km) (512 m) (2,438 m) good views of Snake Valley along the way. Enjoy lunch in a 
meadow lined by aspen groves, beneath imposing Pyramid 
Peak. Return via the lively, forested stream of South Fork 
Baker Creek. 

Johnson Lake Via 11.2 miles 2,740 feet 8,000 feet Strenuous: A steep climb offering expansive views of the 

Timber Creek (18 km) (835 m) (2,438 m) Snake Valley and Pyramid Peak, followed by a forested 

Trail stroll past the historic structures of the Johnson Lake 
Mining District. Then it's up an old road bed to treeline and 
breathtaking Johnson Lake. 

Baker Johnson 13.1 miles 3,290 feet 8,000 feet Strenuous: This is a long day hike or a classic one or two-

Lakes Loop Route (21.1 km) (1,003 m) (2,438 m) night back packing trip. Along the way you'll cross a high 
alpine pass, stroll the shores of two sub-alpine lakes, pass 
through a historic mining operation and mingle with the big 
peaks of the Snake Range. Route finding required. 

Strawberr Creek < ,r:1,c11 ... Elevation 
• • Gain 

Sage Steppe Loop 1 mile 295 feet 7,920 feet Easy: This short loop winds through riparian and mountain 

Trail (1.6 km) (90m) (2,414 m) sage steppe habitat and also along sections of the creek. 
Loops back to the the traihead. 

Upper Strawberry 1.5 miles 200 feet 8,000 feet Easy: Parallels old road meandering through meadows and 

Trail (2.4 km) (61 m) (2438 m) fire recovery areas while slowly gaining elevation. 

Strawberry Creek 4miles 1,000 feet 8,200 feet Moderate: Parallels Strawberry Creek and climbs gradually 

Route (6.4km) (305 m) (2499 m) through a burn area, topping out on the Windy Peak Ridge 
saddle. 
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South Fork Big 
Wash Route 

Johnson Lake Trail 

11.2 miles 
(18km) 

7.8 miles 
(12.6km) 

Dead Lake Trailg 3.8 miles 
(6.1 km) 

Shoshone Trail 6.4 miles 
(10.3 km) 

Shoshone ADA 0.1 miles 
Trail (0.16 km) 

Snake Divide Trail 12.8 miles 
(20.6km) 

North Fork Big 10.2 miles 
Wash Trail (16.4 km) 

Gain 
1,440 feet 
(439m) 

2,610 feet 
(796m) 

1,561 feet 
(476 m) 

1,927 feet 
(588 m) 

Negligible 

2,973 feet 
(906 m) 

3,880 feet 
(1,183 m) 

6,920feet 
(2,109 m) 

8,150feet 
{2,484m) 

8,150 feet 
(2,484m) 

8,150 feet 
(2,484 m) 

8,150 feet 
(2,484 m) 

8,150 feet 
(2,484 m) 

8,150 feet 
(2,484 m) 
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Bald Mount~in 

Easy: Trail follows the remnants of an 18-mile long channel. 
Please follow posted closures. 

Moderate: Impressive gorge with sheer rock cliffs unique in 
this mountain range. 

Moderate: Leads to a six-story limestone arch. The trail has 
steep sections. Inquire about road conditions. 

Moderate: This short, steep route offers nice views of the 
Snake Creek drainage before reaching the historic Johnson 
Mill and Johnson Lake. 

Strenuous: Follow old roadbed on the north slope of 
canyon. Middle sections are steep. 

Strenuous: Trail winds up south slope of canyon then 
ascends steeply to the ridge. No maintained trail to Upper 
North Fork Big Wash Canyon. Route finding required. 

Easy: Take in stunning views of the upper canyon before 
making your way to a deck overlooking Snake Creek. Bring a 
fishing rod to cast a line in one of the stream pools. 

Strenuous: Follow the Shoshone trail along the canyon, 
then ascends steeply to the ridge. Snake Divide trail follows 
ridge to the Bristlecone Pine Natural Area. Under Construction. 

Strenuous: Experience a remote and rugged area of the 
park with more of a desert feel. Your walk will take you 
down a fading road, through canyon walls begging for . . . . ~ 
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Name Lodging Fuel 
Restaurant/ Light Convenience 

Bar Firewood 
RV RV Hook Tent Public Public 

Art For Sale 
Gift 

Food Groceries Store Camping Ups Camping Showers Laundry Shop 

Baker RV & Fuel x 
(In Baker, NV) 

Border Inn x x x x x x x x x x x x x (775) 234-7300 

Baker's Bean Coffee Cart Coffee 
(In Baker, NV) Snacks 

Crystal Ball Cave 
(801) 787-6675 or (435) 693-3145 x 
www.crystalballcave.com 

D Bar X Lighting Handcrafted 
(800) 467-6599 Rustic 
www.dbarxlighting.com Lighting 

DBarXMeats Meat 
(775) 234-7107 www.dbarx.com Processor 

End of the Trail ... er x wv.w.endofthetrailer.com 

Gateway Accommodations x 
www.gatewayaccommodations.com 

Great Basin Cafe Breakfast x x (775) 234-7200 Lunch 

Hidden Canyon Retreat Dinner 
(775) 234-7172 x (Reservation x x 
www.hiddencanyonretreat.com only) 

Kerouac's Restaurant and Stargazer Inn 
Breakfast (775) 234-7323 x 
Dinner 

x x x x x x 
www.stargazemevada.com 

Major's Station RV Parle x x x x x (775) 591-0347 

Park A Pooch 
Dogs (775) 296-1432 

www.parkapoochgbnp.com 
Only 

R&R Rest Stop x x Book through Airbnb 

Sacramento Pass Campground (BLM) x x (775) 289-1800 www.blm.gov Inv 

Salt and Sucre Sack Lunches 
(719) 237-5726 www.saltandsucre.com Baked Goods 

T&Ds Store & Restaurant/Lounge 
Lunch (775) 234-7264 
Dinner 

x x x 
www.greatbasinxenman.com 

Western National Parks Association x (775) 234-7331 www.wnpaorg 

The Whispering Elms 
(775) 234-9900 x x x x x x x x 
www.camptheelms.wix.comlthe-elms 

P k C "t G "d Pav at site - First come first sened af am pSl e Ul e C~mping half pnce for Golden Age or Access Pass card holders 

Name Elevation 
Total Group Accessible Pull-through Developed Cost per Night Comments Sites Sites ADA Sites Sites Backcountry Sites 

Lower Lehman Creek 7,300 ft 11 1 6 S15 

Upper Lehman Creek 7,752 ft 24 2 $15 

Baker Creek 7,530 ft 34 2 2 2 S15 

Wheeler Peak 9,886 ft 37 1 $15 

Grey Cliffs 7,140ft 16 5 2 ----Monkey Rock Snake Creek 6,674 ft 1 1 

Pinnacle Snake Creek 6,748 ft 1 1 Free No Water 

RV Site Snake Creek 6,776 ft 1 Free No Water 

Squirrel Springs Snake Creek 7,219 ft 3 Free No Water 

Eagle Peak Snake Creek 7,640 ft 3 1 Free No Water 

Shoshone Snake Creek 8,240 ft 2 2 Free No Water 

Johnson Lake Trail Site Snake Creek 8,244 ft 1 1 Free No Water 

Backcountry (Primitive Camping) NIA NIA Free Permit Hightly Recomended 
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Park Partners 

Western National 
Parks Association 

Established in 1938, Western National Parks 
Association operates bookstores at seventy
one National Park Service sites throughout the 
western United States. WNPA's mission is to 
promote the preservation of the national parks 
and its resources by creating greater public 
appreciation through education, interpretation, 
and research. WNPA has provided millions of 
dollars in support of National Parks across the 
West through store sales and member support. 
WNPA supports parks by producing more than 
a half million free interpretive items every year. 

WNPA has more than 200 publications in print, 
including Great Basin National Park, which was 
published in 2007. WNPA publications and 
other educational products on subjects from 
archeology to zoology are available in the Great 
Basin National Park visitor center bookstores. 
WNPA members receive a 15% discount on all 
bookstore items; the annual membership fee is 
$45.00. Ask at a visitor center for details. 

Western National Parks Association operates 
two bookstores in Great Basin National Park, 
one at each visitor center. Both stores offer a 
wide range of titles on the natural and cultural 
resources of the region, hiking maps, logo items, 
and a variety of items revealing the Great Basin. 

Contact Us: 
12880 N. Vistoso Village Dr. 
Tucson, AZ 85755 
www.wnpa.org 

Experience the 
American West 

The Great Basin 
National Park 

Foundation 

Want to help bring the wonder and awe of 
pristine dark skies, ancient bristlecone pine 
trees, and the geographically unique features 
of the basin and range to youth and Park 
visitors? Become a Friend of the Park today! 
Join the nonprofit Great Basin National Park 
Foundation to support the programs and 
projects of the Park you love. 

The Foundation helps the Park to study, 
preserve, interpret and protect resources 
for future generations. The Park's Bioblitz, 
Astronomy Festival, astronomy programs, 
Park exhibits, Reach for the Stars outreach 
program, and the operation of the Great 
Basin Observatory, the first research grade 
observatory built in a national park, are 
just some of the programs and projects the 
Foundation supports. 

Learn more at greatbasinfoundation.org and 
greatbasinobservatory.org 

We are grateful to our 2018 major donors: The 
Cashman Family Foundation, The Fund for 
People in Parks, Community Initiatives, Great 
Basin Heritage Area Partnership, The Nature 
Conservancy of Utah, Bill & Holly Wilson, the 
National Environment Education Fund, Steve 
Brown, David Marquart, Mike & Linda Niggli, 
Jim &Jackie Kenney, Maria Denzler, Kenji 
Hakuta, the Mason Family Trust, Steve Moore, 
Robert & Mia Morrill, Marc Johnson & Karen 
Penner, Mary Simmons, and Dave & Edith 
Tilford. 

The Great Basin 
National Heritage 

Area 
Did you know that Great Basin National 
Park lies within a national heritage area? Like 
national parks, national heritage areas are 
designated by Congress. They are different from 
national parks in that heritage areas do not own 
property and utilize public-private partnerships 
to preserve, promote, and interpret heritage 
resources. There are 55 national heritage areas 
in the United States. 

The Great Basin National Heritage Area was 
designated in 2006 for its significant natural 
and cultural resources and its classic western 
landscape: long natural vistas, isolated high 
desert valleys, mountain ranges, ranches, 
mines, historic railroads, archeological sites 
and tribal communities. The Great Basin 
National Heritage Area is a geographical region 
that encompasses White Pine County, Nevada; 
Millard County, Utah; and the Duckwater 
Shoshone Reservation. 

The Great Basin Heritage Area Partnership 
is the coordinating entity, and their mission 
is to promote preservation, education, and 
enjoyment of the region's unique heritage. The 
Partnership has been able to grant funds for 
projects throughout the heritage area, many of 
which have created or expanded unique visitor 
experiences. Ask for a map at the visitor center. 
We encourage you to take an extra day or two to 
explore the heritage area! 
Learn more at 
www.greatbasinheritage.org. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
What do I do if I become ill, injured, or 
in need of rescue while in the park? 
Be aware that cell phones are not reliable 
within the park. You should attempt to 
contact a park ranger, campground host, 
other park employee, or go to the nearest 
visitor center. Always use caution and 
common sense while recreating, as limited 
emergency resources are available in this 
remote location. The nearest medical 
facilities are more than an hour away in 
Ely, Nevada, or Delta, Utah. After normal 
business hours call 911. 

Why can't I take some rocks, a piece of 
bark, or a few flowers home with me? 
It seems harnless; just one rock, just one 
flower. But imagine if each of the park's 
167,000 visitors did that every year. Now 
we are talking 167,000 rocks and 167,000 
flowers removed from the park yearly! 
Please leave natural objects undisturbed 
so the next visitor can enjoy them too. 

Do I need a permit to camp the 
backcountry? 
No, however voluntary backcountry 
registration at any visitor center is 
recommended. Visitors planning overnight 
backcountry trips during the winter are 
strongly encouraged to register and to 
obtain information on current conditions. 

Why do I need to obey the speed limits? 
Your safety, and the safety of wildlife and 
other visitors, depends on it. Roads tend 
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to be winding, narrow, and unfamiliar to 
most drivers. Speed kills more wildlife 
in national parks than any other cause. 
Slowing down gives you more time to 
respond to an unexpected curve in the 
road, wildlife, or visitors on foot or bicycle. 
Please obey alll speed limits. The Wheeler 
Peak Scenic Drive is 35mph. 

Can I pass vehicles on the Wheeler 
Peak Scenic Drive? 
No. The entire drive is a designated no 
passing zone. Slower vehicles should use 
any available pullouts to allow traffic to 
pass. Please do not obstruct traffic when 
viewing wildlife or taking pictures. 

Why can't I take my dog (pet) on the 
trail with me? 
Pets are prohibited on trails because 
even the most well behaved dogs can still 
disturb and frighten wildlife, leave behind 
feces containing diseases transmittable to 
wild animals, and make other visitor's on 
the trail uncomfortable, detracting from 
their experience. 

Do I need to sign up for the astronomy 
programs? 
No, sign up is not necessary. Check in 
at the visitor centers for current start 
times and dates. Programs are held in the 
parking lot of the Lehman Caves Visitor 
Center. Remember to bring a camp chair 
and warm layers. No white lights please. 
Sign-up is required for full moon hikes. 

Why can't I feed the birds, deer, or 
other wildlife? 
A fed animal is a dead animal. 
Conditioning any animal to human food 
ultimately leads to its removal. Remember, 
even small, cuddly, fuzzy animals are wild 
and can carry diseases like rabies. 

Where can I build a fire? 
In campgrounds, fires are allowed 
only in the established fire rings. In the 
backcountry, fires are allowed, except 
above 10,000 feet (this includes Baker 
Lake) or in the designated Wheeler Peak 
and Lexington Arch Day Use Areas. Only 
dead and down (on the ground) wood can 
be collected for fires. Please do not leave 
behind fire rings. Use of chainsaws is not 
permitted in the park. 

Do I need a fishing license? 
A Nevada state fishing license is required 
and state fishing regulations apply for all 
visitors ages 12 and older. Licenses are 
available online. 

Please do not move fish between creeks. It 
is unlawful, can facilitate the introduction 
of non-native and invasive species, and 
undermines decades of native trout 
restoration. Thoroughly wash all waders 
and gear before entering a different creek. 

Can I fly my drone in the park? 
No, drone use is not permitted in National 
Parks unless a special permit is issued. 

Why can't I ride my bicycle on park 
trails? 
Under NPS regulations bicycles are 
classified as vehicles, which is why they are 
limited to roads. 

Where can I bring my firearm in the 
park? 
Persons possessing firearms within the 
park must comply with the firearms laws 
of the State of Nevada and any applicable 
Federal Law. 

Firearms are prohibited in the following 
"federal facilities": Great Basin and 
Lehman Caves Visitor Centers, 
Administrative Offices, Great Basin 
Resource Center and Classroom, Cafe 
and Gift Shop, Lehman Caves and other 
federal buildings. 


