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We’re Joining The Metric World —
The National Park Service is
introducing metric measurements
in its publications to help Ameri-
cans become acquainted with the
metric system and to make inter-
pretation more meaningful for
park visitors from other nations.

Great Sand Dunes National
Monument, established on March

'MOSCA PASS TRAIL

7o Mosca Pass
5.6km (3.5mi)

17, 1932, is administered by the
National Park Service, U.S.
Department of the Interior. A
superintendent, whose address is
Box 60, Alamosa, CO 81101, is
in immediate charge of the monu-
ment.

As the Nation’s principal con-
servation agency, the Department
of the Interior has responsibility
for most of our nationally owned
public lands and natural re-
sources. This includes fostering
the wisest use of our land and
water resources, protecting our
fish and wildlife, preserving the
environmental and cultural values
of our national parks and his-
torical places, and providing for
the enjoyment of life through
outdoor recreation. The Depart-
ment assesses our energy and
mineral resources and works to
assure that their development is
in the best interests of all our
people. The Department also has
a major responsibility for Ameri-
can Indian reservation commu-
nities and for people who live in
Island Territories under U.S.
administration.
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permanent home.

PREHISTORY AND HISTORY

Archeological research in the San Luis Valley, although limited, indicates that this region
was occupied about 10,000 years ago by nomadic hunters. Two of their campsites, which have
been excavated, yielded spear points—called Folsom points—in association with bones of
what appears to be an extinct species of bison. From about 10,000 years ago to the historic
period, various other groups of Indians came here.

During much of relatively recent times, Ute Indians largely controlled the valley. Certain
Puebloan groups, the Apache from the south, and the Comanche, Cheyenne, and Arapaho
from the east and north periodically visited here. Only the Ute Indians made the valley their

Spanish explorers, moving northward from New Mexico along the Rio Grande, are known
to have reached the San Luis Valley. Juan Bautista de Anza, in 1779, traversed the west side
of the valley on the outgoing leg of his expedition against the Comanches and returned to
Santa Fe via one of the mountain passes south of the dunes.

In the winter of 1806-7, Lt. Zebulon Pike, exploring the territory acquired through the Louisi-
ana Purchase, entered the San Luis Valley by way of Medano Pass and raised the United States
flag at a temporary fort on the Conejos River. Pike included in his journal a description of the
dune area. Later, other explorers, including John W. Gunnison (1853), viewed the dunes.
Permanent settlement in the San Luis Valley began early in the 1850’s.

The Visitor Center con-
tains exhibits about the
natural history, prehis-
tory, and history of the
area.

Accommodations with-
in the monument are
limited to a year-round
campground and picnic
area that has water,
tables, and fire grates. Gro-
ceries, snacks, gifts, gasoline,
and a campground are avail-
able during the summer sea-
son just south of the monu-
ment.

Hiking on the dunes is most
pleasant early and late in
the day. At midday in sum-
mer the sand can be un-
comfortably hot. Most visi-
tors begin their walks at the
picnic area, choosing their
routes because there are no
trails on the dunes. A walk
to the top and return takes
about 3 hours. A4 word of
warning—wear shoes! The

ABOUT YOUR VISIT

sand is very abrasive and
can reach temperatures
above 60°C (140°F), hot
enough to blister bare feet.

Naturalist activities are held
during the summer season.
Walks are conducted to the
dunes, and each evening
park naturalists give camp-
fire programs on the natural
and human history of the
area. The visitor center has
a full schedule of activities.
The self-guiding Montville
Nature Trail is 0.8 kilometer
(0.5 mile) long. Leaflets are
provided at the trailhead
north of the visitor center.

Back-country vehicle tours
operated by the concessioner
are scheduled several times
daily or upon demand. For
further information write to
the Great Sand Dunes Com-
pany, P.O. Box 1165, Ala-
mosa, CO 81101.

All motor vehicles, includ-
ing trail bikes, and their

operators must be properly
licensed. Use of the Medano
Creek Jeep Trail is restricted
to four-wheel drive vehicles
and trail bikes. Off-road
travel or driving on the
dunes is prohibited.

Be careful with fire! Build
campfires only in constructed
fireplaces.

All plants, animals, rocks,
minerals, and historical and
archeological objects must
be left undisturbed and un-
harmed. Feeding animals
and birds is prohibited; it is
unhealthy for the wildlife
and dangerous to you.

Pets must be kept under
physical control at all times.
Hunting or shooting in the
monument is prohibited.
Keep the premises clean by
placing your trash in refuse
containers.

Parents should watch chil-
dren closely because it is
easy to get lost in the dunes.
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