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Inventory Unit Summary & Site Plan

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory Overview:

Inventory Summary

Purpose and Goals of the CLI

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory (CLI), a comprehensive inventory of all cultural landscapes 
in the national park system, is one of the most ambitious initiatives of the National Park Service 
(NPS) Park Cultural Landscapes Program.  The CLI is an evaluated inventory of all 
landscapes having historical significance that are listed on or eligible for listing on the National 
Register of Historic Places, or are otherwise managed as cultural resources through a public 
planning process and in which the NPS has or plans to acquire any legal interest.  The CLI 
identifies and documents each landscape’s location, size, physical development, condition, 
landscape characteristics, character-defining features, as well as other valuable information 
useful to park management.  Cultural landscapes become approved CLIs when concurrence 
with the findings is obtained from the park superintendent and all required data fields are 
entered into a national database.  In addition, for landscapes that are not currently listed on the 
National Register and/or do not have adequate documentation, concurrence is required from the 
State Historic Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register.   

The CLI, like the List of Classified Structures, assists the NPS in its efforts to fulfill the 
identification and management requirements associated with Section 110(a) of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, National Park Service Management Policies (2006), and Director’s 
Order #28: Cultural Resource Management.  Since launching the CLI nationwide, the NPS, in 
response to the Government Performance and Results Act (GPRA), is required to report 
information that respond to NPS strategic plan accomplishments.  Two GPRA goals are 
associated with the CLI: bringing certified cultural landscapes into good condition (Goal 1a7) 
and increasing the number of CLI records that have complete, accurate, and reliable 
information (Goal 1b2B).

Scope of the CLI

The information contained within the CLI is gathered from existing secondary sources found in 
park libraries and archives and at NPS regional offices and centers, as well as through on-site 
reconnaissance of the existing landscape.  The baseline information collected provides a 
comprehensive look at the historical development and significance of the landscape, placing it in 
context of the site’s overall significance. Documentation and analysis of the existing landscape 
identifies character-defining characteristics and features, and allows for an evaluation of the 
landscape’s overall integrity and an assessment of the landscape’s overall condition.  The CLI 
also provides an illustrative site plan that indicates major features within the inventory unit.  
Unlike cultural landscape reports, the CLI does not provide management recommendations or 

CLI General Information:
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treatment guidelines for the cultural landscape.

Inventory Unit Description:

The Cable Mill is a .9-acre component landscape located west of the Cades Cove Loop Road in Blount 
County, Tennessee.  Access to the site is by a nonhistoric paved walkway adjacent to the visitor 
parking area.  The Cable Mill is a complex of buildings, which, with the exception of the mill itself, have 
been moved to the site from other homesteads in the cove.  The complex contains features typical of an 
overshot mill, including the mill building, race, flume, waterwheel, dam, and channeled stream.  
Additionally, the Becky Cable House and a number of outbuildings (corn crib, smokehouse, two barns, 
blacksmith shop) are sited around the mill.  Other historic landscape features include road traces, a 
sorghum mill, and remnant fields.  

The period of significance for the site begins in 1868 when John P. Cable purchased the property.  The 
period of significance extends to 1942, to include the Park Development Era improvements.  The 
existing landscape character primarily depicts the Park Development Era 1938 master plan and its 
interpretation of the cove "pioneer" settlement.

The Cable Mill was envisioned in the 1938 Proposed Mountain Culture Program as a "domestic and 
industrial field exhibit" area consisting of reconstructed and reorganized groups of buildings (Wilburn, 
Grossman, and Stupka 1938, 20).  As part of the Park Development Era, the current condition of the 
landscape has been substantially altered from the historic landscape.  Most of the original mill had to be 
taken down and rebuilt from salvaged materials, supplemented by newly cut lumber (Trout, Draft HSR 
John Cable Mill, 10-12). The original mill was much larger and covered twice the area.  There were 
two other elements of the mill complex that no longer remained, a wheat mill located in a building a few 
feet distant from the extant mill and a sash sawmill powered by a second waterwheel (Wilburn, 
Grossman, and Stupka 1938, 21; Draft HRS, 47).  The Becky Cable House was moved to the site in 
1956 without its kitchen ell, back porch, and outbuildings.  The outbuildings that are located around the 
Becky Cable House were also moved to the site from other cove farmsteads.  The fencing is a 1950s 
undocumented reconstruction.  As part of the 1972 Comprehensive Design for Cable Mill 
(133/41029A), the parking area was expanded and a paved pedestrian walkway, comfort station, and 
visitor center were added.  An open fescue field is maintained around the site.  The area south of the 
Cable Mill is a typical cove hardwood forest of buckeye, maple, hemlock, rhododendron, white pine, 
tulip poplar, and sycamore.
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Site Plan

Cable Mill Site Plan

Property Level and CLI Numbers

Cable MillInventory Unit Name:

Component LandscapeProperty Level:

 550190CLI Identification Number:

Parent Landscape:  550078

Park Information

Park Name and Alpha Code : Great Smoky Mountains NP - Cades Cove Subdistrict 
-GRSM 

Park Organization Code: 5470

Subunit/ District Name Alpha Code : Great Smoky Mountains NP - Cades Cove Subdistrict - 
GRSM

Park Administrative Unit : Great Smoky Mountains National Park

CLI Hierarchy Description
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The Cable Mill lies within the Cades Cove Cultural Landscape, which encompasses 6,800 acres in the 
Great Smoky Mountains National Park (GRSM) of eastern Tennessee.  Twelve sites have been 
identified as component landscapes within GRSM:  Cades Cove Valley Floor, John and Lucretia Oliver 
Homestead, Methodist Church and Cemetery, Primitive Baptist Church and Cemetery, Missionary 
Baptist Church, Elijah Oliver Homestead, Cable Mill, Cable Cemetery, Henry Whitehead Homestead, 
Peter Cable and Dan Lawson Homestead, Tipton-Oliver Homestead, and the Carter Shields 
Homestead.  The Cable Mill is located west of the Cades Cove Loop Road.
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Hierarchy Map
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Cades Cove Cultural Landscape
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