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Elijah Oliver Homestead
Great Smoky Mountains NP - Cades Cove Subdistrict

Inventory Unit Summary & Site Plan

Inventory Summary

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory Overview:
CLI General Information:

Purpose and Goals of the CLI

The Cultural Landscapes Inventory (CLI), a comprehensive inventory of all cultural landscapes
in the national park system, is one of the most ambitious initiatives of the National Park Service
(NPS) Park Cultural Landscapes Program. The CLI is an evaluated inventory of all
landscapes having historical significance that are listed on or eligible for listing on the National
Register of Historic Places, or are otherwise managed as cultural resources through a public
planning process and in which the NPS has or plans to acquire any legal interest. The CLI
identifies and documents each landscapeis logatine, physical development, condition,
landscape characteristics, character-defining features, as well as other valuable information
useful to park management. Cultural landscapes become approved CLIs when concurrence
with the findings is obtained from the park superintendent and all required data fields are
entered into a national database. In addition, for landscapes that are not currently listed on the
National Register and/or do not have adequate documentation, concurrence is required from the
State Historic Preservation Officer or the Keeper of the National Register

The CLI, like the List of Classified Structuressists the NPS in its efforts to fulfill the
identification and management requirements associated with S&tf@) of the National

Historic Preservation AcfNational Park Service Management Policies (20&&), Directoris

Order #28: Cultural Resource Management. Since launching the CLI nationwide, the NPS, in
response to the Government Performance and Resul{&R&A), is required to report
information that respond to NPS strategic plan accomplishméws GPRA goals are

associated with the CLI: bringing certified cultural landscapes into good condition (Goal 1a7)
and increasing the number of CLI records that have complete, accurate, and reliable
information (Goal 1b2B).

Scope of the CLI

The information contained within the CLI is gathered from existing secondary sources found in
park libraries and archives and at NPS regional offices and ceagergll as through on-site
reconnaissance of the existing landscape. The baseline information collected provides a
comprehensive look at the historical development and significance of the landscape, placing it in
context of the siteis overall significand@ocumentation and analysis of the existing landscape
identifies character-defining characteristics and features, and allows for an evaluation of the
landscapeis overall integrity and an assessment of the landscapeis overall comtgi@i |

also provides an illustrative site plan that indicates major features within the inventory unit.
Unlike cultural landscape reports, the CLI does not provide management recommendations or
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treatment guidelines for the cultural landscape.

Inventory Unit Description:

The Elijah Oliver Homestead is a 1.5-acre component landscape located .5 miles west of the Cades
Cove Loop Road in Blount CountyennesseeAccess to the site is by a historic trace road adjacent to

the Cades Cove Loop Road. The homestead contains features typical of a Cades Cove farm, including
a log house, clustered agricultural outbuildings (barn, corn crib, smokehouse, and springhouse), fields
and other biotic remnants, and historic road traces.

The period of significance for the site begins with the construction of the single-pen log cabin and farm
buildings, between 1845-1849. The period of significance extends to 1942, to include the Park
Development Era improvements. The existing landscape character primarily depicts the Park
Development Era 1938 master plan and its interpretation of the cove "pioneer" settlement.

Because the NPS decided to make the Elijah Oliver Homestead a "field exhibit of mountain culture," the
current condition of the landscape has been altered from that of the historic period. The paling fence
that once enclosed the cabin was taken dowater no longer flows from the spring into the

springhouse but rather from the adjacent branch. The views that once existed out into the cove have
been obscured by successional vegetation.

The Hugh Myers barn (a 1930s frame barn that was built by an agricultural leasee) is located adjacent

to the historic approach road, approximately .3 miles from the Elijah Oliver farmstead. An open fescue
field is maintained around the barn. The approach from the Hugh Meyers barn is through woodlands,
opening up into the cleared space of the homestead. The area surrounding the cabin and outbuildings is
badly eroded, due to increasing visitation over the years. The ascending slopes behind the homestead
are white pine/tulip poplar forests.
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Site Plan

SpRiING House (1)

NoRTH
EPLALE ' E 4"
o 17 47

Elijah Oliver Homesite and
Hugh Myers Barn

Cades Cove -

—
Great Smoky Mountains National Park \\_// .
Cultural Landscape Inventory — Level | July 1996 24 PRI
Drawn by: Jason Gregory /L'”ij Sppeel

&/ TO CAPLE MILL

Elijah Oliver Homestead Site Plan (1996; updated 2006)

Cultural Landscapes Inventory Page 3 of 49



Elijah Oliver Homestead
Great Smoky Mountains NP - Cades Cove Subdistrict

Property Level and CLI Numbers

Inventory Unit Name: Elijah Oliver Homestead
Property Level: Component Landscape
CLI Identification Number: 550123
Parent Landscape: 550078

Park Information

Park Name and Alpha Code : Great Smoky Mountains NRCades Cove Subdistrict
-GRSM

Park Organization Code: 5470

Subunit/ District Name Alpha Code : Great Smoky Mountains NRCades Cove Subdistrict -
GRSM

Park Administrative Unit : Great Smoky Mountains National Park

CLI Hierarchy Description

The Elijah Oliver Homestead lies within the Cades Cove Cultural Landscape that encompasses 6,800
acres in the Great Smoky Mountains National Park (GR8Mastern Tennesseéwelve sites have

been identified as component landscapes within the Cades Cove Cultural Landscape of GRSM: Cades
Cove Valley FloorJohn and Lucretia Oliver Homestead, Methodist Church and Cemetery, Primitive
Baptist Church and Cemetery, Missionary Baptist Church and Cemetery, Elijah Oliver Homestead,
Cable Mill, Cable Cemeterjenry Whitehead Homesteddeter Cable and Dan Lawson Homestead,
Tipton-Oliver Homestead, and the Carter Shields Homestead. The Elijah Oliver Homestead is sited
approximately .5 miles west of the Cades Cove Loop Road.
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Great Smoky Mountains National Park
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Elijah Oliver Homestead

Great Smoky Mountains NP - Cades Cove Subdistrict
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Concurrence Status
Inventory Status: Complete

Completion Status Explanatory Narrative:

Lucy Lawliss, Cari Goetcheus and several interns conducted CLI fieldwork at Cades Cove
during the summer of 1996. In 2000, the information was submitted to the park. In 2006, David
Hasty,Beth Wheeler and Sara Fogelquist visited Cades Qgpdated the CLI data and

submitted the inventories to the park and TN SHW®Ath park and SHPO approvahe data

will become certified in the on-line CLI database, and in PMDS under goals 1a7 and 1b2B.

Concurrence Status:

Park Superintendent Concurrence: Yes

Park Superintendent Date of Concurrence: 09/15/2006

National Register Concurrence: Eligible -- SHPO Consensus Determination
Date of Concurrence Determination: 08/25/2006

National Register Concurrence Narrative:

Claudette Stageof TN-SHPO, concurred on the potential eligibility of features addressed in the
Cades Cove CLls, with a couple of comments regarding post-1942 features and Mission 66. For
the full text please see the Cades Cove Landscape CLI.

Concurrence Graphic Information:
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United States Department of the Interior

MATIONAL PARK SERVICE

= Southeast Regional Office

0 RERLY RATER T Atlama Federal Center
1924 Building

100 Albabama S1., 5.W.

Atlanta, Georgia 30303

H22(SERO-CRD)

25 June 2004
Memorandum
Ta: Superintendent, Great Smoky Mountains National Park (GRSM)
Fram: Chief, Cultural Resouree Division, Southeast Region '-IIE;Z” .

Subject: Cultural Landscape inventory
Great Smoky Mountains National Park
Voorheis Estate
Reply Due: 30 July 2004

We are pleased to transmit to GRSM the Cultural Landscape Inventory (CLI) for the Voorheis
Estate property. All prior park comments and suggestions have been included in this final
document. The CLLis an evaluated list of landscape properties in the National Park Systern that
are eligible for listing on the National Register of Historic Places INR) or contribute to an existing
historic property. In order for the CU to be certified and counted under goals 1a7 and 1b2B in
PMDS, the Tennessee State Historic Preservation Office (TN-5HPO) needs to concur on the
eligibility of the property for listing in the National Register of Historic Places, and the Park
Superintendent needs to concur on the condition assessment and management category
provded within the inventory, Through prior communication, there is consensus with TH-SHPO
on the eligibility of the Voorheis Estate for listing on the NR. For Park Superintendent approval, 2
signature page has been sent along with this CLI It needs to be signed by the Superintendent
and returned 1o the Regional Office for the final certification. If the condition assessment and
management category are agreed upon, please sign the attached approval form and return to
our office to the attention of David Hasty.

Enciosures

Taxke PRIDEY I
A E RICA =

Letter to the Superintendent
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CULTURAL LANDSCAPE INVENTORY
CONDITION ASSESSMENT CONCURRENCE SHEET - & August 2006

| Park Informatio

Park: Great Smoky Mountains National Park
District: Cades Cove Subdistrict

| State: Tannassee

| Countles: Blount

| Cultural Landscaps Candition

Inventory Name CLild# Condition
i Cades Cove Landscape 550078 Good |
Cades Cove Valley Floor 550118 Fair |
John and Lucretia Qliver Homestead 550118 Fair
Primitive Baplisl Church and Cemeteary Se1 Fair |
| Methodist Church and Cernetery 550120 Fair |
| Massicnary Baplist Church and Cematery So01ze Fair |
| Elizah Oliver Homestead 550123 Good [
Cable Mill 550180 Good |
| Henry Whitehead Homestead 560124 Fair
II Cable Cematery 550205 Good |
| Peter Cabla and Dan Lawson Homestead 550125 Fair
| Tipion Oliver Homestead 550126 Good
i Carter Shislds Homestead 550127 Good [
[ Cultural Landscape Management Category o i
| |
| Should Be Preserved and Maintainad 1 Auguest 2006 |

[
! Park Superintande: N GUrTEnce

Cnntur__{: Do Mot Concur ____

fi }ﬁ ) ‘r'fg-feé

@::ﬂi ntan,!ent |

Superintendent Signature of Concurrence
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Signature from SHPO
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