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“The Branded Hand” of

Jonathan Walker

In 1844, Jonathan Walker was
caught helping escaped slaves.
Imprisoned for months in Pensacola,
Florida, his hand was branded “SS”
for “slave stealer.” Reinterpreted

as "Slave Savior,” this inspired a
popular poem, “The Branded Hand.”
Walker's published journal bore
witness to harsh punishment of
slaves, and images of his hand were
widely circulated among abolitionists.
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