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Barrier Island Wildflowers

Where they live
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Gulf Islands National Seashore’s barrier islands are home to a large variety of
plants. The most noticeable are the wildflowers.  Wildflowers are found in different
plant and animal communities. Each community has a particular combination of
environmental factors (soil type, light intensity, wind exposure and moisture) that
determines where certain plants live. Plants help hold sand in place and provide
food and shelter for animals. These plant and animal communities are critical to the
survival of the barrier islands.  For this guide, the following communities are used:

Dune -          Sand dunes up to 30 feet in height that are parallel to the Gulf of
         Mexico and often continuous in appearance. Dunes are dry and

                    sandy. Includes areas adjacent to dunes. Primary dunes (P) are
         closest to the Gulf, secondary dunes (S) are behind primary dunes.

Swale -         Low, wetland areas with moist soil; may be flooded with rain water.

Forest -       Taller pines and oaks, shrubs and other plants grow in dry, sandy soil.

Marsh -       Contains standing freshwater (f), saltwater (s) or a mixture of both.

Disturbed - Areas altered by people, usually near roads and/or structures.
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Plant type
W - Woody, tree or shrub
V -  Vine
H -  Herbaceous,
        green-stemmed plants

Key Occurance by Habitat
C = Common
U = Uncommon
R = Rare

Flowering Season
Sp - Spring,  Mar. - May
S   -  Summer,  June - Aug.
F   - Fall,  Sept. - Nov.
W - Winter,  Dec - Feb.
Main season(s) underlined

epyT emaNnommoC emaNcifitneicS gnirewolF
nosaes enuD elawS tseroF hsraM debrutsiD

W yramesoRadirolF sediocirealoitareC S F )S(C U

W redlEhcaeB atacirbmiavI S C

H rewolFerauqS atcereaihcynoraP pS S )S(C U C C

W kaOeviLdnaS sucreuQ atanimeg pS )S(U U

H kcoDfaeLetatsaH sulutatsahxemuR pS U U

H rupsdnaS .pssurhcneC pS S F )S(R R C

H trowynnePedisaeS sisneiranobelytocordyH pS S F U U C

H hsuReldeeNkcalB sunairemeorsucnuJ pS S F )S(C

H ottemlaPwaS sneperaonereS pS S )S(U U

V rairbneerG,rairbtaC .ppsxalimS pS S )S(U U U C

H ssargdroC snetapanitrapS S )S(U U )S(C

V eparGenidacsuM ailofidnutorsitiV pS S )S(R C C

H ssargwaS esneciamajmuidalC S )S(U)F(C

H liattaC sisnegnimodahpyT pS S )F(C

H staOaeS atalucinapaloinU S C

H tniMburcS snecsenacanidarnoC pS )S(U C

V spopyaM atanracniarolfissaP S )S(R R R

H ssarGdeye-eulB .psmuihcnirysiS pS U U

H trowredipS .psaitnacsedarT pS S )S(R U U C
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H sserpyCgnidnatS arbursispomopI S U

H snottuBwolleY,aniudlaB ailofitsugnaaniudlaB F )S(C R U

V repeerCtepmurT snacidarsispmaC S C U

W dornedloGydooW asolucsolficuapamosyrhC F )S(C U

H retsAnedloG .pssisposyrhC F )S(C U

H deeskciT,sispoeroC .ppssispoeroC pS U

H esorkcoR alocineramumehtnaileH pS S )S(C U

H deewrohpmaC sirallixabusacehtoreteH SpS F W )S(C U C

W troWs'nhoJ.tScitnaltA mutcudermucirepyH pS S )S(U U

H esormirPgninevEedisaeS asufimuharehtoneO pS S F C

H sutcaCraePylkcirP
asufimuhaitnupO

allisupaitnupO
pS S )S(R U U

H yrrehCdnuorGfaeLworraN ailofitsugnasilasyhP pS S )S(U U R

H trowydnaC aetulalagyloP pS S F U )F(U

H trowkliMwolleY ananalagyloP pS S F U )F(U

H trowreddalB atalubusairalucirtU S U C

H ssarGdeye-wolleY .pssiryX pS S C

H aidrareG,evolgxof-eslaF .pssinilagA F )S(U U U U

H deewkliMllihdnaS atartsimuhsaipelcsA S )S(U R

H tekcoRaeS atcirtsnocelikaC pS S )P(C

V aePylfrettuB
munainigrivamesortneC

anairamairotilC
S U U

H wednuSfrawD ailofiverbaresorD pS C C

H aePhcaeB .psaitcalaG S )S(U

V yrolGgninroMfaelworrA atattigasaeomopI S C R )S(U

H wollaMhsraMtlaS acinigrivaykzteletsoK S )S&F(U

W )evitan-non(anatnaL aramacanatnaL pS S F C

W )evitan-non(rednaelO rednaelomuireN pS S F U

H )evitan-non(xolhP iidnommurdxolhP pS S C

H ainogoPesoR sediossolgoihpoainogoP pS R

H trowkliM ailofiverbalagyloP S F U U

H ytuaeBwodaeM anairamaixehR pS S C U

H kniPaeS .ppsaitabaS S F C R R

H enalsruPaeS murtsacalutropmuivuseS pS S F )S(U U

H yliLniaR .pssehtnaryhpeZ FSpS U

H noinOdliW esnedanacmuillA pS C

W eerTlesdnuorG ailofimilahsirahccaB S F )S(R U U U

H seldeeNhsinapS .pssnediB F U

V eniVreddoD anognatnepatucsuC FSpS )S(U U U U

H egdeSdeppot-etihW ailofitalanemorhciD S C U

W ylloHnopuaY airotimovxelI pS )S(C C

V yrolGgninroMhcaeB arefinolotsaeomopI S )P(U

H toordeR anainiloracsehtnanhcaL S C U

H snottuBgoB sunimnoluaconhcaL S C C

H deewtnioJ silicargallenogyloP F )S(C U

H deewtsuR snebmucorpmumerpyloP pS S F C U C

V yrrebweD silaivirtsubuR pS S )S(U U U U U

H otatoPkcuD,daehworrA ailoficnalairattigaS S F )F(C

H liaTs'draziL suunrecsururuaS pS )F(C

H tenoyaBhsinapS,accuY .psaccuY S R U


