FLYCATCHERS, LARK

JAYS,

Eastern Wood Peweef ................... uuc-
Acadian Flycatchert ........cocoevennnee. ccu -
Willow Flycatchert
Eastern Phoebef ......oinnnne

Great Crested Flycatcherf ........... uuu-
Eastern Kingbirdf ..........ccccoovvnneennee. uuu -
Horned Lark rrrr

Tree Swallow C -
Northern Rough-winged Swallowt cu
Bank Swallowt .........ccovvivinvernnnnnns co
Cliff Swallow ; r-
Barn Swallowy ........ocevcvvininiccnnne cc

CROWS

Blue Jayt cccc
American CLrOWT .......ocoovevuveeienecenns aa
Fish Crowf cc
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TITMICE, NUTHATCHES, WRENS
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Black-capped Chickadee ................
Carolina Chickadeet ........cooovuuen.

Tufted TitmoOUSET ........oecrvemvicrnnnes

White-breasted Nuthatcht
Red-breasted Nuthatch .....
Brown Creepert .........ooiereensens
Carolina Wrenj .......c.eeenees
House WIeny .......oevvisinenenencns
Winter Wren
Marsh Wrenf
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THRUSHES, MIMICS

Golden-crowned Kinglet .............. u -
Ruby-crowned Kinglet
Blue-grey Gnatcatcherf ................ cc
Eastern Bluebirdf .........ccccovinnneee 0 0
Veery u -
Gray-cheeked Thrush ...................... C -
Swainson’s Thrush .........ccceeueneee C -
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Wood Thrusht .......cccceeenueeee
American Robint}
Gray Catbirdt ......cccocoveiininiieinnnee
Northern Mockingbirdf ............... cc
Brown Thrasherf ..........cccccevueuncnne uc
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WAXWING, STARLING

Cedar Waxwing .............ccccoecveueneee uocu
European Starlingf ..........cceevrvennnee aaaa

‘WARBLERS SsSFW
—_  Blue-winged Warbler ...................... u-u
—  Golden-winged Warbler .u-u-
__ Tennessee Warbler ............ .C-C -
_  Orange-crowned Warbler ............... --rr
—_ Nashville Warbler ........ccoccecorvrueruenes u-u-
__ Northern Parulat ... .cuc -
—  Yellow Warblerf ............. .ucu -
__  Chestnut-sided Warbler .................. u-u-
——  Magnolia Warbler ........................ c-cC-
— Cape May Warbler ......... .u-cC -
__ Black-throated Warbler .... . u-u -
_  Yellow-rumped Warbler ................ c-cu
___  Black-throated Green Warbler ..... u-u-
__ Blackburnian Warbler ..................... u-u-
___ Pine Warlber

_ Prairie Warbler .......cccccoovervverrrvrecnnee.

—— , "PalmiWarbler = i e

____ Bay-breasted Warbler -u
— Blackpoll Warbler .............. c
__ Black-and-white Warbler ................ c-cC-
—  American Redstarty .........cccooceverreeee C -
____  Prothonotary Warblert u -
—___  worm-eating Warbler ....................... r -
__ Ovenbird cC-C -
_  Northern Waterthrush ..... . u-u-
__  Louisiana Waterthrush . . u-u-
—— Kentucky Warbler ......... wu-u-
__ Connecticut Warbler .............ccccocevnc. --r -
— Mourning Warbler ......... . -r -
—_ Common Yellowthroatt .. uuo
___ Hooded Warblert ........cccoecvuvcneee uuu -
_ Wilson’s Warbler ..........ccoeeecvveeccerruen u-u-
__ Canada Warbler ........ccccooeveevrurcunnnnes c-cC-
_ Yellow-breasted Chat ...................... u-o-
VIREOS

—  White-eyed Vireof .......oceerevuneee. ccu -
_ Solitary Vireo u-u-
— Yellow-throated Vireot ............... uuu-
—  Warbling Vir€of ........ccoovuurverrereennns uuau -
____ Philadelphia Vireo .........cccccovcuveunece. u-u-
—_  Red-eyed Vir€ot ......ocveiverrecnninnes ccc-
TANAGERS SPARROWS

_ Scarlet Tanagerf ......cccococecuvcuvcnnnee uou
_ Northern Cardinalf .......cccccoervuecnnee caac
___  Rose-breasted Grosbeak ................. cC-u-
— Indigo Buntingf ..........cooccovceuvinnnee cuu -
—— Rufous-sided Towheef .................. cccu

____ American Tree Sparrow ................. ---r
— Chipping Sparrowt ...........ccecee... uuuo
__ Field Sparrow ..., uour
____ Savannah Sparrow ... u-ur
___  Fox Sparrow u-uo
__ Song SPArrowWT .......cceeeeevereercencenianes cccc
__ Lincoln’s Sparrow ..... . u-ur
_ Swamp SparrowT .............. .cocu
___ White-throated Sparrow ..... ScENCEC
____  White-crowned Sparrow ............ O - O T
Dark-eyed Junco .........ccceernnnes c-cc
BLACKBIRDS
_ Bobolink u-u-
___  Red-winged Blackbirdf ................ caau
__ Rusty Blackbird ..... . u-uu
__  Common Gracklef ....... .Ccaao
____ Brown-headed Cowbirdf} .cccu
__  Orchard Oriolef ............... . uuu-
___ Northern Oriolef .......covvnincunnnns ccur
FINCHES
__  Purple Finch u
__ House Fincht ......cooevvevecnneeresennens c
American Goldfinch} c
___ Pine Siskin u
Evening Grosbeak ..........ccccccveuenee u
—  House Sparrow ........cccvcmveevcencinnes a
FIELD NOTES
Date______ Species
Observers
Weather. Wind.
Time
Remarks

We appreciate the support of the Audubon
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Dyke Marsh is the last large, tidal, fresh-water wet-
land in the Washington, D.C. area. Nearly half of
its original 650 acres has been destroyed by com-
mercial dredging and by filling in the 1960’s with
building debris. The remnant has been set aside
as an “irreplaceable wetland” by Congress for the
protection and preservation of wildlife.

As its name suggests, Dyke Marsh was once
“diked.” An 1800’s landowner sought to turn
marsh into farmland. The old spelling — dyke —
remains from colonial times. Maintaining the
earthen dikes around the marsh perimeter appa-
rently was too costly and they were abandoned.

Dyke Marsh is home to a great variety of amphi-
bians, frogs, snapping and painted turtles and sev-
eral species of water snakes. Beaver (notice their
woodchopping marks) and muskrats live here. On
higher ground look for cottontails, gray squirrels,
shrews, field mice and even foxes. At dusk look
overhead for resident bats. Marsh dwelling fish
include carp, bullhead, chain pickerel, shad,
striped bass and shiners.

The birds are by far the most numerous and easily-
observed marsh dwellers. Their variety and num-
bers are astounding, especially since the return of
sub-aquatic vegetation following the recent im-
provement in Potomac River water quality. One
expert, Lt. Col. Jackson M. Abbott, has compiled
a list from over 40 years of recorded observations
of 296 species seen in Dyke Marsh. Presented here
are 209 of the commoner ones with their seasonal
abundance and breeding data.

To report birds not listed here or for further infor-
mation, please contact the Park Ranger on duty
or: National Park Service, George Washington
Memorial Parkway, Turkey Run Park, McLean, Vir-
ginia 22101. Telephone: 285-2598.

SEASON

Most birds are migratory. Their seasonal occurr-
ence at Dyke Marsh is coded as follows:

S - Spring March, April, May
S - Summer June, July, August
F - Fall Sept, Oct, Nov
W - Winter Dec, Jan, Feb

T - Species which nests or has nested

RELATIVE ABUNDANCE

a - abundant Very numerous species

€ - common Certain to be seen or heard

u-uncommon  Present, may not be seen

0 - occasional Infrequently seen

r -rare Not present every year
Birds of Dyke Marsh,

Bellehaven and Hunting Creek

Names and their order follow the Sixth A.O.U.
Checklist

DIVERS sSFW
— Common LOON .......ccouereerererrrersenes u-uu
— Horned Grebe.......................... u-uu
— Pied-bill Grebef ......oeenecreunueeeee. u-uu
_—— Double-crested Cormorant ......... ucur
WADERS

—  Least Bitternt} ur- -
—  American Bittern ............cccuerrernnne u-u-
— Great Blue Heron ... cccc
— Little Blue Heron ............ccocoeueencen. -uu -
—  Great Egret ucur
- Snowy Egret -uu -
—  Green-backed Heronft ................... uuur
_ Black-crowned Night Heron ........ u-ur
WATERFOWL

— Tundra Swan u-uu
—  Canada GOOSET .....cccoververereresrrererenes cucc
—— Wood Duck} ccer
—  Green-winged Teal ......................... u-uu
—  American Black Duck¥} cucc
—  Mallard} acca
—— Northern Pintail ...... .u-cu
—  Blue-winged Teal u-ur
— Northern Shoveler ........................... u-ur
— Gadwall u-ur
—  American Wigeon .............cccceeerunnn u-ur
— Canvasback u-uu

— Redhead r-rr
—— Ring-necked Duck ...........ccccoouuuu.... u-uu
R Greater Scaup c-cu
—  Lesser Scaup CRCHNCHC
—  Oldsquaw 0O-0r
— Common Goldeneye ................... u-uu
___  Bufflehead c-cc
—  Hooded Merganser ........................ u-uu
—  Common Merganser .................... c-cc
—  Red-breasted Merganser ................ o-or
—  Ruddy Duck c-cc
RAPTORS
—  Turkey Vulture ... uuuu
~—  Osprey cuc -
—_ Bald Eagle uuuu
—  Sharp-shinned Hawk ....................... u-uc
— Cooper’s Hawk .........ccccooeuvvucriunnn. u-uu
—  Northern Harrier ..................... u-ur
—  Red-shouldered Hawk .................. uuuu
—  Broad-winged Hawk ..................... uuu -
—  Red-tailed Hawk .........ccccooeuureue.ne. urcc
— American Kestrelf ... uuuu
RAILS
— Virginia Rail} uuur
Sora u -
—— Common Moorhent u -
—  American COOLt ........ccocceevrrerrerrenneens uc
SHOREBIRDS
—  Lesser Golden Plover ....................... --u -
— Black-bellied Plover ......................... u-u-
—  Semipalmated Plover ....................... u-u-
— Killdeert cccc
—  Greater Yellowlegs .........ou........ cC-cC-
—  Lesser Yellowlegs ........................ c-c-
— Solitary Sandpiper .........ccccruurrneen.. u-u-
— Stilt Sandpiper --u -
—— Spotted Sandpiper ..........cccoeeerenn... c-cC-
— Short-billed Dowitcher ................... u-u-
—  Long-billed Dowitcher ...... L
—  Common Snipe ............. u-uu

—  Pectoral Sandpiper ..........c.ccc........ u-c-

SSFW
— Dunlin u-co
White-rumped Sandpiper ................ --u -
Baird’s Sandpiper .........ccoccceuvrrvrrnnnne --T -
—  Least Sandpiper .......ccccooveveeererrnenne c-c-
—_  Semipalmated Sandpiper ................ c-cC-
—  Western Sandpiper --cC-
GULLS,TURNS
—  Laughing Gull ..... .occr
___  Bonaparte’s Gull c-ur
Ring-billed Gull ............cccocoevverunne... auca
—  Herring Gull cucc
Great Black-backed Gull ............... crcc
—  Lesser Black-backed Gull ............. u-uu
— Common TErN ......ocoerrvreerenrneerrenes ruu -
— Forster’s Tern ucc-
—  Caspian Tern cuc -
DOVES, CUCKOOS
—— Rock Dovet caaa
—  Mourning Dovef ....... S CHCRCRC
—  Black-billed Cuckoo ..........ccccocevnere. u-u-
——  Yellow-billed Cuckoof ................. ccc-
OWLS
—  Screech Owlft rrrr
—  Great Horned Owlf ...................... uuuu
Barred Owl} uuuu
—  Saw Whet Owl ---T
SWIFTS, HUMMINGBIRD, KINGFISHER
Common Nighthawk ....................... u-u-
—  Whip-poor-will a - - -
—  Chimney SWiftt .......cccooueverererereenaie ccec-
—  Ruby-throated Hummingbird} ... u u u -
__  Belted Kingfisherf .........cccooeeueeece. uuuu
WOODPECKERS
— Red-headed Woodpeckert .......... 0-00
—  Red-bellied Woodpeckert ..... m BB GCE
Yellow-bellied Sapsucker ... u-uu
— Downy-Woodpeckerf ......... cccc
— Hairy Woodpeckerf ......... .uuuu
—— Northern Flickery .......c.cceevvueerennne cccc
__ Pileated Woodpeckerf ................. 00O0O0




