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GREAT FALLS CANAL & LLOCKS

GR

UMDER THE INITIATIVE OF GEORGE WASHING-
TON, THE POTOWMACK COMPANY WAS OR-
GANIZED TO MPROVE THE POTOMAC
RIVER FOR COMMERCIAL NAV/GATION
FROM TIDEWATER AT GEORGETOWN /N
THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 7O WEST-
ERN MARYLAND AND VIRGINIA. A 5Y5-
TEM OF NAVIGABLE CHANNELS AND SKIk-
TING CANALS WERE CONSTRUCTED IN
AREAS OF SHALLOWS AND FALLS.

THE MOST CHALLENGING IMPEDIMENT
TO NAVIGATION WAS THE GREAT FALLS
OF THE POTOMAC, /2 MILES UPRIVER
FROM WASHING TON.CONSTRUCTION ON THE
GREAT FALLS CANAL AND LOCKS, WHICKH
SKIRTED THE FALLS BY A MILE LON6 CUT
WITH FIVE LIFT LOCKS THAT OVERCAME

A FALL OF 76 FEET WAS UNDERWAY ¥ /786

AND COMPLE TED IN /180 THE CANAL WAS OPENED

TO TRAFFIC /N /802. THE FIVE LOCKS

WERE THE MOST DIFFICULT PART OF THE

CONSTRUCTIOM LOCKS 3, £ AND 5 WERE
BLASTED OUT OF SOLID ROCK. THOUGH

THE POTOWMACK COMNY WAS ACRU/RED

BY THE CHESAPEAKE 6 OWIO CANAL /N /828,

THE CANAL WAS USED FOR NAVISATION UN-

T/ /830 WHEN /T WS ABANDONED.
THIS RECORDING PROJECT /S PIRT OF

THE HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RE-

CORD (HAER), A LONG RANGE PROGRAM TO

DOCUMENT HISTORICALLY S/IGN/FICANT ENGI-

NEERING AND INDUSTRAL SITES IN THE UN/-
TED STATES. MAER /S A DYV/SION OF ARCHED-

LOGY & HISTORIC FRESERVATION, A PROSRAN

ADMINISTERED BY THE NATIONAL PARX SER -
VICE, US DEPARTMENT OF THE INTER/OR,
THE FELD WORK, HEASURED DRAWINGS AND
HOTOCRAFHS WERE PREPUARED LNDER THE

AMERICAN SOCIETY OF CIVIL ENSINEERS (ASCE),
MTATED AND COSRONSORED THE PROJFCT
FELD WORK WAS CARRIED QuT /N FOUR A4
SES. DURING THE SUMMERS OF /972 AND /973
LHARLES PARROT T I0, ARCHITECT, ARAER AND
W MTECTS ALLAN LUBOW (Cao-
RVCK YESTADT (AUBURN UN/VER-
me LOCA'S / 62. DURING THE
SUMMER OF /97, ERIC DELONV'Y, PRINC/IL. ARCH-
ITECT, HAER, AND STUDENT ARCHITECTS DAVID
SCHAAE, RON EMANUELE (BOTH FROM CARNES/E -

AT FALLS 1786 -1802 VIRGINIA

MELLON UNIVERSITY), AND ALAN SOLLER
(UWIVERSITY OF ORESON,) COMPLETED RECORD-
ING LOCKS /&2. ANOTHER HAER TEAM (N-
DER THE SUPERVISION OF DR DUANE FLLI-
FRIT (ONLAHOMA STATE LAIVERSITY ), A¥D
STUOENT ARCHITECTS DENN/S BAVSS (REN-
SSELEAR POLYTECHNIC INSTITUTE), SN
FRONDORE OF PEMNSYLVANI) D
£D HESNER (WASHINGTQY STATE UN/VERSITY)
COMPLETED A BASE LINE SURVEY OF THE
CANAL. TOM CRELLIN, ARYTECT, MRS, WAS
PROJECT ADVISOR FINALLY, DURNG THE
SUMMER OF /980, A CREVY FROM THE NAT-
JONAL CAPITAL TEAM, NPS DENVER SERVEE
CENTER, COMPLETED A PROFILE SURVEY
OF THE CANAL BED. FORMAL PHOTOGRAPHY
WAS DONE BY JACK BOUCHER.
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BLLINLATED BY ERIC DELONY, /982

HISTORIC AMERICAN
ENGINEERING RECORD

VIRGINIA

IF REPRODUCED, PLEASE CREDIT: HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD, NATIONAL PARK SERVICE, NAME OF DELINEATOR, DATE OF THE DRAWING

WEST BANK OF THE POTOMAC, |2 MILES UPRIVER FROM WASHINGTON
FAIRFAX COUNTY

POTOWMACK COMPANY:GREAT FALLS CANAL & LOCKS -1786 1802

GREAT FALLS

CLOF ANCHEDLOGY AND HISTORIC FRESENVATION
MATIONAL PARK SERVICE
UNITED STATES DEFARTMENT OF THE INTERION

POTOWMACK CANAL PROJECT




