
HISTORIC BRIDGES 
IN MONTANA 
U.S. Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 



TRUSSES 
A STUDY BY THE 

HISTORIC AMERICAN ENGINEERING RECORD 
A TAPES /S COAAPOSEPPP STXPCTPXAL TX/AHOLES JOWEP TOOETHEK 
WITH Pl.VHEP OX X/VE7EP C O/vHEC T/OA-fj THE AfA/AS P/ECE E OX MEM-
BEX5 MAY BE E/THEX STIFF HEAVY JTXPTJ POSTS OX TH/H TLET/BLE OAXS 
IT IS THE AXPAHOEMEHT OF THESE AAEMBEXS THAT PE TEAM/HES THE 
SPECIFIC TXPSG rrPE 

STXPCTPXAL MEMBEXS XES/5T EOXCES /W TtVP PX/MAXY YYAPS — 
CPMPXESSiOH A/YD TEN5/PH. HEAVY JCA2/0 /AE/ABEXS MAY XES/ST 
BOTH COMPXESS/PE AMP TE/YS/LE EOXCE3 BPT TH/.V PODS CA.V CWLY 
XE3/ST TEH3/OH AMP THESE CHAXAC r£A 13 Y/C3 ME AAAJOA CLL/ES "V 
TAPES IPEHTtFlCATlOH. MOTE THAT THE AfA/IY S7£l/CTVfAl /XEM3EA9 
Or A TEHEE PA.VEl MAT 3£ SPPFLE M£.V TED 3Y 7H//Y O.'AOO.VAL TIES. 
BECAUSE TAPES 7Y££S AXE D£7 EXfiAIHED 3Y THE I* AAA.W STApCTPXA 
MEMBEXS THESE OCKS/YTEE 3XACES ESAW/M/AV Mr SAOAE.v L/H£S. 
OH THE ICEA'TYP/CAT/OW SHEET) MAY 3E /CAPPED AFTEX MATCH-
jHG THE STKUC TUXAL OPTL/HE Or THE TXUES -A GIVES T/OH WITH 
THE D/AGXA/A /T MOST ASSEMBLES CHECH TO /JAPE SwXS THE AX-
XA/YG-E/AEHT Or HEAVY CCMAHXE33/C-H A/YD L /OHT TENSION MEMBfXS 
IS COMPATIBLE W/TH THE p/AOXAM. ir THEXE 79 AGXEEMEHT THEN 

THE BAS.C TXPSS TYPE tS IDENTIFIED 

THE SHEE r or TXpsS P/AGXAMS PXESENTS ONLY THE STANDARDPJEEO 
OP THE MOOT COMMON TXUSSES. THEXE AXE ALSO MANY HYAS/P' 
TXPSSES THAT DO MOT PALI INTO EASILY- PEE/HEP CATEOOXIES 
IH SpCH CASES IPE/YTIF/CA TION SHOULD BE A'ADE AS CLOSELY AS 
POSSIBLE iH TEXAAS OP THE 07A/VPAXP PES/CHS. APPi7/ONALlY 
TAl/SGES OPTED AXE INVEX7ED, CXEAT/NG OUTLINES CW/TE 
D/rFEKEHT EA'OAf THE OX/ G/NAL - TEN3/OD MEMBEXS 
BECOHI/HC CO/AAA ESS IP D MEMBEXS A/VO V/CE VEASA BEFJAE 
ASSUMING A TXUSS /S DOT AEAXESEHTED OH THE D/ALAAM CHECK 
TO SEE IT /T IS AS' JHVEXTED FOAM. 

MOST MX/PCS EXL/SSES AXE OF THXEE BASIC TYPES. /£ 
THE DECK A/YD /DP XA/LJ AXE LEVEL WITH THE BOTTOM 
CHOXPS IT IS A THXOl/GH 7 A OSS , A PO/VY TAPES H A THXCPGH 
TXPSS WITH WO LATEXAL BXAC/NG BE TWEED TOP CHOXDS. 
A P£CX TAPES CAAA/ES ITS TX A PF/C LOAD LEVEL W/TH 
THE TOP CHOXPS . 
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