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Storer College

A New Beginning

Following the Civil war there were over 30,000 newly freed slaves in the Shenandoah
Valley. Recognizing the need for education, the Freedman's Bureau, the Freewill Baptists

of New England and John Storer came together and Storer College was born. The school
survived for 88 years, enriching the lives of hundreds of students.

The first building to open its doors to students was
the Lockwood House, formerly the U.S. Armory

Paymaster's home. In 1865, as a representative of
New England's Freewill Baptist Home Misssion Soci
ety, Reverend Nathan Brackett established a primary
school in the war-torn building and began teaching

reading, writing and arithmetic to students. From
Harpers Ferry, Rev. Brackett directed the efforts of
dedicated missionary teachers, who provided a ba.sic
education to thousands of farmer slaves congregated
in the relatively safe haven of the Shenandoah Valley
by the end of the Civil War.

By 1867 there were 16 teachers to educate 2,500
students. Brackett realized the only way to reach all
of the students was to train new Afirican American

teachers. The small school in the Lockwood House

needed to become a teaching school.

In 1867, Brackett's school came to the attention of
John Storer, a Maine philanthropist. Storer offered a
$10,000 grant to the Freewill Baptists for a school in
the south. Several conditions had to be met First,

the school must eventually become a degree-grant
ing college. Second, the school had to be open to
all applicants, regardless of race or gender. Finally,
the most difficult prerequisite: The Freewill Baptist
Church had to match the $10,000 donation within

the year. Following a year-long effort, the money
was raised and Storer College officially opened its
doors.

More Than the Basics Raising $10,000 turned out to be easy compared to
facing local resistance to a "colored school." Resi
dents tried everything from slander and vandalism to
pulling political strings in their efforts to shut down
the school. One teacher wrote, "It is unusual for me

to go to the post office without being hooted at and
twice I have been stoned on the streets at noonday."
These efforts did not succeed in closing Storer Col
lege. Eventually, local attitudes changed.

Understanding that former slaves' needed to learn
more than the three R's to function in society, Storer
founders looked to provide more than a basic educa
tion. According to the first college catalog, students
were to "receive counsel and sympathy, learn what
constitutes correct living, and become qualified for
the performance of the great work of life."

As the years went by, Storer remained primarily a
teacher's college, but added courses in higher educa
tion as well as industrial training. Students graduated
with a normal degree for teaching or an academic
degree for those going on to college. In 1938 Storer
was a full degree-granting coDege.

In 1954, the Supreme Court decision Broiun v Board
ofEducation ended legal segregation in public
schools in the United States. Immediately after the
ruling, West Virginia withdrew its financial support
from Storer College. Financial burdens had been
accumulating for a decade and in June 1955, Storer
College closed its doors forever. Over the years the
school had provided an education to thousands of
students.

In 1935, Storer President Henry T. McDonald said,
"... on the day it (West Virginia) fulfills its obligation
to all of its citizens—that day will mark the passing of
this college..."

In i960, through the efforts of West Virginia Con
gressmen the grounds and buildings were incor
porated into Harpers Ferry National Monument.
Many of the buildings have been restored and today
Anthony Hall houses Stephen T. Mather Training
Center.

Storer College Presidents:

1867-1897 Rev. Nathan Brackett (Principal)
1897-1899 Rev. E.E. Osgood
1899-1944 Prof. Henry T. McDonald

1944-1950 Dr. Richard I. McKinney
1950-1952 Dean LeRoy Johnson, Acting
1952-1955 Rev. Leonard Terrell




