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This study hoe bheen prepored re the first o

th

history of Harpers Ferry after the Civil War. The followin
story of the zccuisition and disposal of the public lends and buildings
at “zrperts Ferry, Vest Wirginia, lovs the basic

groundwork for all the economic and industriel developrent thet did and
did not teke place at Harper's Terry after the war. It also suggests the
recsons  why the town sank into 2 stete of incdustrial and economic suspended
enimation for twenty yecre, from 1RES to 1885 and when, like Rip Ven ¥Winkle,
Horperts Ferry avoke from its long sleep, the world hed left the town far
behind. Techeological chenges hed rendered incdustry largely irdependen

of water pover and e€o vhen Herper's Ferry's water pover vas finally built,

e
P o

cvags “mach less important and the town was never azsin to achisve the
economic and industriel status thot it had enjorred before the Civil War,
The study has been «divided info three sections, or volumes]

Volume I, the present cection, congiste of 2 narrative history of the

-

eccuisition end disposal of the public lands at Harper's Ferry from 1796 to
1885,  Volume II, contains a record of &1l deeds issued by the United

Strtes Covernrent for the public lends ot Horpers Terry from 1852 to 1885,

ogether with other Aotz thet documents the norrat tive history of Volume
Io Volume TA‘ - 171 is comprised of the extensive series of

letters, reports;’and stadies relating to the sale of the U.S. lands at

Harmerds Ferry cJuring the yesrs 1865 to 1885 that were published in the

records of the U.S. Congress, These documents further support the

It ie sugzoested that fro further ctudies be programed to oomplete
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Ferry in the post Civil Var years,
The firct and rmst Iwmrortant of these vwould be of Thomes . SaV?Ty end Commen

ho redeovelornad snd wtilized the vater pover of the Potoree snd Shensndozh




0

Sivers for industrdzl purposes Trom 1886 to 1912, (e

Lecondly, e similar study of the .+ redevelopmert of the water

of Virginius by Jonethan C. Child and John 4,
YeCreight during the reriod 1867 to 1889, vhen their compsny failed,
f Sawery & C-mpany closed their doors forever in the

]
1940ts, Herper's Ferry's deys s an industrizl center came to 2n end

and the towm bezrr to die rapidly.

Clrerlee V¥, Snell

December 1a70
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CHAPTTR I

THE ACQUISITIOH OF LAID FOR TEE U.S. ARMORY AT HARPERIS
TTERY, VIRTINIA, 1796 to 1861

1. Title to the Lands, 1751 to 1796: _
=l o -
Nearlykof the real estate that formed the core of the UoS,

Lkrmory et Harper's Ferry's land holdings, 1796-188L, was originally
held by Robert Harper, under two patents to him " from Lord Thomas
Yairfax, proprietor of thelgnorthern neckiof Virginig, dated
respectively April 5,1751 for 125 acres, and April 19,1762 for

92 ecres, and zlso a patent from Governor Horatio. Sherp of Maryland
for an island, lat§? known: 25 Byrnes Island, in the Potomac, issued

@n  July 28,1763, Robert Harper, a mille-wright from Pennsylvania,

resided at and improved his wilderness property at Harper's Ferry
. . ] s 4 » . i
from 1751 until his death in October 1782, Under his will i s he
bequeathed the western half, including his residerce end flour
and sew mills, which were located on or adjacent to the Hall Islands
in the Shenandoah Piver, to hic nephew Robert Criffith, The
eastern half, vhich included his new stone tavern, Bldg. Lo. 14,
his ferry rights on the Potomze River, "and"2ll my estate ,right, and
. £ B
title to the laryila

ten zcrec upon what is called the Big Island, up the Potomac River ,

2
adjoining the ferry afcresald,“ Harp

d shore of said ferry, ard also,y.. t0 and for

er left to his niece, Sarah
Harper, who was the vife of John Wager, Srg and residing in

Philadelphia. The Wager family, vho continued to libe(fn Philadelphie,

1, Lord Fairfax's Deed of April 25,1751 to Robert Harper, is in Northern
Neck Grents, Book 6, p. 196, 125 acres, Virginia Stete Librery, Richmond,

Virginia « Date on 2nd deed for 92 acres, dated April 19,176, from
recital of facts in Thomas Futherford and others to United Sta%es,

deed of B. & S,, I'ebruary 20,1797, in Natlonal Archives Kecord Group
Yo. 121, Entry 75, Warrenty Deeds and Corrpspondence, Harpers Ferry,W.
Va,, 1766-1880, Tray 1, Data on island from Nationzl Apchives Fecord
Group 153, Office of the the Judge Advocate Generzl, Military heservation
Lkegervation Division, 1809-1942, Box Lk, with copy of deed. Also
see " Letter from the Attorney General in answer to a resolution of the
House of March 26th lest[1867],relative to the title to%iipelgtsse *
~ ot Harpert's Ferry," December 5,1847, printed in House of i
Representatives Executive Documents, Vols 7, LOth Congress, /nd Session,
1367-68, Serial Moo 1330, Document No. 17,page 3= This includes an
abstract of title oI much oI the land. nerafter refered as "“Abstract of
Title, SN,133C. For Harpers! deed of Lpril l?il7é?2 see Harpers Terry

. . - kS
fondd mmnd A~ A n Y N _.A- M L. pevm ™

~




during this periocd, lezsed out the ferry rights and tavern, and held

+itle to the property from 1782 to 1796,

2+ The United States Acguires Land for an Armory at Harpers Ferry, 1796-97.

An Act of Congress, approved April 2,179k, authorized the erection

repairing and operation of national arsenals and armories by the new J¥

“established U.S, Government, Acting under the terms of this law,
Precident George Weshingtor directed his Secretary of War to purchase
the necessary lands and to establish aqnational armory. at Harpers Ferry
for the purpose of menufacturing armse Lccordingly, on June 15,1796,
John Wager, Sre sold &1l of his wife's Harper's Ferry inheritance,
except for six acres of land reteained in what became known as the "wager
retained

Six Acre Reservation, another three-quarters of an acreA?n,what was
called the "Wager Ferry Lot Eeservation", and his ferry rights on the

3 3 O s
Potomac, to the United States Government for $ 7,016.66. included in

this *trancaction for cpproximately. 117 acres was his title to Yan

Island in the River Potomack opposite to H _grperts Ferry wonteining about

h .

Twenty Acres,"

On Februsry 20,1797, Thomas Eutherford, William Darke, Van

futherford, and liary

Rutherford, Jr., decezsed, in‘ : $ 10,000
by the United States, conweyed to "George Washington, President of the

United States and his successors forever" about 310 zcres of land

5 MLast Will of Robert Harper of Berkeley County, Va., dated September 26,
1782, probated October 15,1782,National Archives Record Group Ho. 1?3,
1ilitery Feservetion Pivision, Box HNo. Lls ‘Portlons also ?rl%ted in o
nibstract of Title", SeNs 1330, pe 3 For Will, see Lppendix Noe 2. B9l
3.Public Statees at lLarge of the United States of America Vol. 1(18L5),p.352,
see 4ppendix Ls87 for copy of law. o
. .Copy of Werrenty Deed, John Weger,Sr, et el, Berkeley County. Va., to U.S,,
Yune 15,1796, in Record Group No. 121, Public Bulldings Service, Lntry 75-
Warrenty Deeds and Correspéndence,l796-188), for Public Lands af the Ul.S.
Armory at Harpers Ferry, Va., lray Xo. l. "Abstraet of Title, "S., 1330,D.L.

~

Cee hppendix No. ¢ for copy of this deedep, 08/ -
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consisting of the western por+1on of the estate that Robert Harper
had left to Robert Griffith and %hich was subsecuently[ by deed dated
January 9,17521 conveyed to the grantors by the heir at law of said
Griffith,n 5 Thus by the spring of 1797, at a total cost of
$ 17,016.66, the United Statestovernment had’bbtained title to L27
acres of lend thzat waé form the chief seat of the operations of the -
UsS,e Arnory 2t Harpers Ferry from 1796 to 1861, ’
There was, however, a downward adjustment of four acres ih 1802,
John Wager, Sr, died in 1803, and the executor of hie estate, Edward

Lucas, noticed that under the terms of Robert Harper's will, Wager should

have established four acres of land around Harper's grave as a graveyard s
s’

but had failed to co. AlsB Viager had retained title to only'

six and tVreQ«qvavtarifﬂres of land in Harpers Ferry, which was notk

near to Robert Harpers' grave, « ~the Vager family could not

now cg_rry out Harpers! request, This ommission, the lavyer pointed

out,might not only invalidate Whe Wager family title to their 6 3/L

acres but +h United States title to the 117 acres that had been
accuired:. Lefrom Joh Vager o In order to correct{ this situstion,
“aruel Annin, Paymaster of the U.S. Armory‘ét Harper’s Ferry , 6

+ surveyed and laid out the fou;kcenetery in late 1803.

The correct total acreage available after 180'-z was thus L23 acres,
listed in Ordnence *epartment records,

and not L27 acres; g
Of the total of L?3 acres, approximately 72 acres were used to establish
the U.S. Musket TFactory or Armory on the Potomac Rivery 13 acres to
erect the U,S. Rifle,or H all's Factory on the Hall Islandsin the

Shenandoah River, and about 3/l of an acre on Blocks A and B,

Shenandoah Street, to

. construct two arsenal buildings in which

5. Copy of Warrenty Deed, Thomas Rutherford et ux, Berkeley County, Va.,

to United Stetes, February 20,1797, in National Archives Record Group 121,
Entry 75, Tray 1. For copy of deed, see Appendix No. B 7,10k,

" Abhstract of Title,"‘_;{:_;ggg, Pelie

6o The Swrvey of the farper Cememtery is recorded in Deed Eook 3, p.108,
cefferson County, Courtkouse,_Char¢eL Town, We Va., Paymaster Sarmmuel lnnin

to the ”@cretary of Viar JawLary'18OL, notifying the Secretary of this
action, Larpers Fer""% - NHP Microfilm Reel 18, Vol. 2, p.17hLe




o

to store the newly menufactured armse The balance of the land,
some 337%,acres, was really surplus to the Armory's real needs.
ven%ﬁ.ue”e to prove that in fact the Unlted utates cwned too
rmch land in ngner 5 Ferry and thls was to czeate many problems

for the Government as the populatlcn of hgrpers Ferry began to
expand as the Armory gréw; - |

Vor a lap illustrating the 1796—07 acqulsltlonq, see Lap Ng.iL,
on Pel?5e

3e Addltlons to the Orlglnal Holdings:

2 Friends! Ore Bank, 1800:

On May 8, 1800, Henry lee and wife, in consideration of payment
to them of $ 2L;,000, conveyed to the United States, " all the iron ore
;ea with all the rights, &c., necessary for digging; raising and removing
the same, in 2 certain tract of land in Berkeiey{now Jefferson] County,
Virginia, adjoining the Potomac, containing about 1,600 acres, which is
2 bank of iron ore known as ! Friends' ore bank," excepting so much

thereof as has been conveyed by said Lee to John Potts and i

others.
They also conveyed "ongihal; acre of land adjoining the said river, to |
be selected for the Unlted StatesSes. by their agent.."7,
On June 20,1800, John Potts and his wife, George North end his
Wlfe, and William Wilson, of Berkeley County and Alexandeia, Virginia,
in consideration of § L2, 000,00 conveyed to "John Adams, Prefident,&c.
his successors,” "the right of digging ore from 'E?rlends' or bank'
he é§ﬁ9 221 acres of L& :

urﬁer said qenry'Lee &C@@

s , i
BA & é?—coﬂtlnued. ﬁ@PTOVEd March 3:1819- U S' Statues at Larve} YOl 3’ p. 521‘
betract of *_tle §I .1330," p
287D 0 and YXite R
i
i

3 £
7, National Archive RG &

-
: to
153, Box L5,
7elrrrenty Deed, Henry lee et ux, Westmoreland County, Virginia, to
the United Stetes, lay £,18C0. in Iatlonal.ﬁggﬁlves Record Group 121,
Entry 75, Trey Yo, le See Appendax:zﬁ for copy of deed. this Henry
- Lee was "“ight }a Horse Harry" Lee of Revolutionary feme and the
father of Fobert E. Lee, }5& stract of Titlej S.N.1330,p.6.
P
8, "Warrerty Deed, George North et al., to “nited States, Jure 20,1800,"

National irchives Kecord Group No. 121, Entry 75, iray 1. Also conveyed
vas & feme tract of land with bulld*rwgc and improvepents 10ﬂ ted
on the PotOﬂrc adJacen to the “KeeE ry<te furnace’ &égm * CRE Lot was

arlAd hwr the Tind+sa PP D AU fet A B

ecretary of War, Jan.12,182




v 221 N -
sold theyacre Keep Iryste Furnace Tract to Jogn Preacher for ;5

the Tole
a . @] ¢ n .
¢ 15,000,00, thus reducing the t0t°%w?9§t Fronv ¢ 42,000 to & 27,000 {840

SR s

Thus in 1800 and at a cost of $ 51,000 the United States obtained
title to 1,6C0 acres of iron ore land known as the " Friends! Ore

Bank ", This property was located on south bank of the Potomac*@ﬁiveré@
in Jefferson County, several miles northwest of Harpers Ferry Armoryg

and was to be used to énsure a supply of iron for the menufacture of arms.
~ The Ordnance Department,1800-1860, did not include this land as a part

of the Armory property, but.in the land disposal programs of the
1869-8l. period, the Friends! Ore Bark was offered for sazle as a part

of the Armory real estate,

7 1395 acres of land, 1813:

e

be » Timber Rights on™

+ Fernando

On August 20,1813, in consideration of & 20,86006%§
Fairfax amd other§sold to the United States the perpertural right to
cut all "the trees,woods, and underwoocds of e¥ery sort and denomination "
on 1,395 5/8th acres of mountainvland that lay on the south side of )
the Shenandoah River, opposite to Harpérs Ferry, in Jefferson and Loudoun
Counties,Virginia, This acquisition was known as "the Shannondale tract!,
The object of this purchase was to supply the public workshops, offices,a~
quarters of the U.S, &rmory at Harper!s Feery, with wood for fuel and also

to make charcozl which was utilized in the production of arms.9 1341
See Map No.3, for a 1811 survey of the wood land tract.[ /(37 ¢

Part[about 216.80 acres]of this 1739S=acre timber tract were included
within the bounds of Harpers Ferry National Historical Park in 1953.

c. Ferry Rights on the Shenandoah River, 1818:

On October 27,1818, on the receipt of § 5,000, Fernando Fairfax
sold the ferry right§écross the Shenandoah River , the ferry and =z

ferry tract of 68 acres and 80 square perchqé? of land, with the
buildingg, located on the south bank of the Shenandoah River, to the

9. Fernando Fairfax, et wx, to the United States, Deed of B. &. S. August
20,1813, in National Archives Record Group 121, Entry 75, lray 1;

Also recorded in Deed Book No. 8, p. 63, Jefferson County Courthouse,
Charles Town,W.Va.- &1lco copy on ﬁarpers Ferry NHP lMicrofilm Fe#&l No, 2L,
Vol 6, np.51'9=550. Tor cony of deed see Appendix Yo, 7o

"Abstract of Title," S.N. 1330, pe 6o “Sec Lppendix No, 2,p.1P°C for deeds

Ha




10 the
United States. The ferry was purchased to elumumﬁ;&high cost

of ferrying wood cuti on the 1,395 acres of timberland on the south side
of the Shenandoah River over to the Armory side, The United States
Lrmory operated the Shenandozh ferry under a leasing system'from
1818 to 184i3. In the latter year t he first bridge, a toll bridge, was
}constructed over the Shenandozh at'Harpers‘Ferny and the ferry ceased to
function again till the toll bridge was destroyed in the Civil%pwgro‘

This 68
acre tract is included within the bounds of Harpers Ferry Nationzal

For the 1818 survey of the Shenandozh Ferry Lot, see Map No.

Historical Park,.

By 1819 the United States‘Armory at Harpers Ferry held title
to a total of approximately 1,886 acres of land that had been acquired

at a cost of ¢4 2wpdf the 1,600 acre Friends! Ore Bank is

included, then the total acreage was 3,L86 acres and the total cost,

" In "A Statement of the expenditures at the United States

Armory at Harper's Ferry, and of the arms made and repaired therein s
from its esteblishment[1796] to the close of the year 1821," the Ordnance
Vepartment informed Congress that a total of $ 2,601,409.35 had been
spent at Harper's Ferry. Of this total, $ 2,171,L90.49 had been expended
on the menufacture and repair of arms, & 63, LE8,L9. for the packing and

“transportation of arms, $ 256,509.L1 for the construction of buildings,
mill-dams, canals, and other permanent improvements, § 66,793,32 for the

repair of buildings, canals, and dams, and $ L,2,877.28 for the purchase of
land, The a._creage was stated to be 1,890 acres(thus including the lw» acres
in Harpers Graveysrd) and the total number of buildings, including 89

dwelllﬂg houses valued zt & 17,600,00, was 113 structures valued at a

10. & Varrenty Deed, Fernando Fairfax +o the United States, October 27,
1818, in Hational Archives Record Group 171, Entry 75, lray
Llso recorded in Deed Eook No. 10, p. 102, TePferqon Countyy

Noe 1,

ourthouse
Charles lownf WaVa, nl"O copv of’ deed on’ Harpers Terry KHP Microfilm R éeT
No. See MAbstract of @ .~ lltle 'S M. 1330, p. 5o

Q
Y cim cen FRugnad 19, . Tor mans. crd T cend 1o a1
Hor deed, see -;pchcmx Ko, 7y Pell, for mEpS, Tt Loznd by sosgp 172 ona 110,




total of $ 15C,650. The report further stated that a total of
119,911 new muskets and 19,718 new rifles had been produced to da‘te.11
d. Water Power Rights on the Shenandozh River, 1833:

In ther1830's, the Ordnance Department decided to greatiy increase
the production of John H, Hall's contract rifle and in order to accomplish
the water power facilities on Hslls Islands in the Shenandoah had to be
expended o To increase the flow of water, the existing U.S5. dam had to

be extended completely across the river and this would effect the

weter power of the John Strider, who ovmed the Gulph Mills, which
were located immediately above or west of Halls Island. On June 27,1833,

the United States @overnment paid Strider $ 2,600 for the use of the

water in the Shenandoah Between his mills and rifle factory on Halls

Islands andzalso for his consent to construct the dam across the

Shenandoah,
With this aPCL1<1tlon, the total px*aendltureu for land at
Jlarpers Ferrv, excluding the Friends! Ore Bank, stood at $ L5,L77.28
and the acresge, excluding the i acre Harper Grave Yard, was 1,886 acres,

11. American State Pepers: Military Affairs (Washington, D.0.,183L), II,
1811824

12, Deed, John Strider and others, to the United States, June 27, 1823,
in National Archives Record Group 121, Entry 27, Tray 1. Deed aWso recorded
in Deed Book 18, p. L31-.32, Jefferson County Court ouse, Charles Tcwn ,W.Va,

See also "Abstract of Title," S.N. 1330, PeSe T+ T 7o
Yor deed, see Lppendix Ho. %, Te 127, On Narch|? 1836, Congress abpproprlated

¢ 1,600 t o purchese the " = water rights and construct “thé dary on
the Shenendoah River, U S° Statues at Lerpe, IV, p.6li2e
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: E”L; UeSe Grants of R:&.gh‘bség of Wgy Across Amo*'y Property.

ﬁ To the Potomac Company; 180

g b s

e £

For the 18u7 map 1Lustratlng thls right of way, see "Plat No 62 vith

o title & B2 legend re:Lng”Q},r'*mg the Shenandoah River, Shenandozh Canazl s
Hall's Island and house where Robert Harper Died, his mills and races N
Scale: 8 perches to an inch. Listed in National Archives Cartographic

»ectlon,f‘ecord Group No. L77, as Dr. 118-62. Map No. L3 This plat is

in Harpers Ferry WHP Map Case, Drawer No, 9.
b. To the Winchester and Potomac Lailrcad Commany, 1835:

On January 27, 1835, President Andrew Jackson granted the X'-’inchester
and Potomac Eeilroad Conpany a ri rh'b of way for 1its tracks across the

the U.5. lands along thes k ’ uhenandoah River at Harpers Ferry,

The grent specified that the right of way was to be 50 feet wide across
Blocks A and B, Shenandoah Street, and 30 feet W:Lde as it crossed Blgnc}'s

B
C, D, E, and F, Shenandoah S'treet, and slso the Hall, or U,S, Rifle ¥ Factory,

Islands., The grant further specified that the
me mt d ced
© on trestles as ii the U5, lands in order 't?LS

-
permit the inhabitants of these blocks free access to their lots.

railroad track was to

elevated and g

The railroad company completed the ‘construction of its lines and began

operstions in 1836,

gt

13, krticles of Agreenent, March 3,100, Thomas Jefferson, President of the
~ United uta‘tes and the Potomeck Company, in National Archives Record Group
- 153, Iu_lltaz'y espyvatlon Dividion, Box Lh,. Copies of this agreement are
on Harpers FIRR NHP Microfilm 1’Jeel 22, Vol. 13, pp. 1?65-1"67 See Vol,III,

ne 1B Eee »ol,HI P18, for +the'k renm t and Map
1l . Armory Payvraster Sa: el .ﬂmrfln letters ng hpre':{xl ?af ané Hay 1k lE)G? ,ar*companv:_ng

’c,he nlat are on ’H“rpers Ferry NHP Mdcrofilm Feel Noo 18, xol. s Pe 50 and 52,
, 7{ See \ol HI, Pelll = h7, for right of wey report and 163L -« P

f 35» Repor of Lieutenant Colonel Kearmey and Captain Trunbull, of the
Corps _Bf‘ Togctaphical Vngmeers, in reference to a Kesolition of Congress
Passed “uring 1ts Lastf. gession , Authorizing the President to Grant

- % under Certain Conditions a Right of Way to the Winchester and Potomac Railroad

Company over the Public Ground at Harpers Ferry, October 23,183)-Hs ¥
NEP Microfilm “eel 17, Vol. L, Pe 2722273 Crm{mue on Q:Xt 3nagef'pers Ty

-




: é;y To the Baftimore and Ohio Railroad Company ,1838 .

On November 5,1838, the United States grented the Baltimore and

and Ohio Railroad Company a 'twenty-ﬁom wide right-of-way through the:
Us. Husket Fectory yard up along the south bank

the Potomac Ba.ver

The rallroad company s rlgh’c, of way » extended i‘rom the emsting

U.S. stone river wall 20 feet forward ugto}he Potomac, aning that the >

16
railroad had to built into the river. The rallroad entered Harpers ‘erry,

‘via its Potomac River bridge, in :E‘une 18LY, and in June 181, began running
on a trestle through the Musket Factory yard as far west as Hancock. _
Y gpﬁ For a Water Tower, B & O, ReRey 1855, = g ]

On November 16 1855, Armory Super:.ntendent Henry W Clowe, actlng

under guthopdty.and instructions from the Secretary of War* Jefferson”
Davis \a V, Brooks, President of the B & O. R.R,& egfiored i

a formal agreemenﬁ'junder which the B & 0, R.R. Cqoppany vas pemrb‘bed

to erect a brick water tower about 17 feet square and about 36 feet high
in the musket factory )rard, with the understanding that it would be

removed if requested;' The tower, erec‘bed :Ln 1856, was destroyed

on Februery 7 ,186? durlng the Civil Ware

it .~ = I

e .
15.Contingeds . ang "Ma P of Harperts

k3
. and Pot R erry Shewing the o
- under tli:ag allroad," drawn by Lieuts Whlte, Allen, andca:lon gf g
; by Precis tlrectlon,, of James Kearneym Lt, Col T.E 1.23.5 mith, U.S, 4 5
lden And e« and No. rmy
: Q‘l | rew Jackson, January 27, 1835. ;k?p ﬁ lﬁQL 1n T’OIE_)_L. I?[I Pim. apprOVed

e Winchester

® 1lb.

& -~w N -
e i e e

- ﬁ:ﬁ‘g’:ﬁ: n;nz getgign g RH\fclﬂse}&ﬁﬁ Secret.ary of War, and Louls McLene Preelée:r:;t,%
e WO 3
Buildings Semce, Harpegge ngzz:y 5 21-253:8 Nat%lc:na%s Archives R G, 121 Public

% O. - See Vol,IIT,P.83,f
e ﬁ"‘ Agreement, November 16,18 putosat ] or.agreement,
Volume 9’ Do 936937 . 55 Harperq Ferry Natlonal HP—h:.crofllm Reel 25,

Lgreement and llep in Vol. III, p. 6"««- 1:"3 on n BB o T e

e




& %. Brlgge Across 'bhe Shenandoa’h R:werL 183, -

Bn August 1 lBh?, the Congress of the United States passed a law
that granted the Shenandozh Brldge Company at Harper's Ferry the rlgh'b to é
construct a toll bridge across. the Shenandoah River at th 'b S]'S&qwn |
. ight vas granted on condltlon that " all ag@%ﬂtﬁ, servantfxaﬁhwproperty o
in the service of or belonglng to the 'Uni'ted States shall pess and be
yihls brldge was completed in IBLh and

transported free of toll,’

vas deStTOYEd @f ter.—being
X:lrglnla Confederete 'broops on June 28, 1861, - With the destruction of

mm several tmes-lth-lBéO) by

brlﬂge,g@;g” Shenandoah ferry rights reverted to the U.S. Government and

sale at 'the publ:Lc auctlon held zt Harpers Ferry

of Armory Property in Decpmbor 1869.

were to be offered for &

19. From August 12,1865 to 1869, the War Department granted the Shenandoah
Bridge Company a temproary license to operate a ferry across the Shenandoah
River at Harper's Ferry. ‘The company stated that it wished to rebuilt

. the toll bridge and would operate the ferry during the period of caistructe
ion. The Company operated the ferry but made no effort to r ebuilt the

bridges A Collection of Amnual Reports and other Important Documents

Eelating to the Ordnance Departmen‘b,...IV, 1047«

e e e =
. T

e Bt

,mx‘ Attorney General of the U.S. to Secretary of War John Ba Floyd, August 13 3t
1860, Harpers Ierry NEP Microfilm Reel No. 27, Volume g 8, pe796-797, also
see Volume 10, pe 973-975¢ Law im U.S, Statues at Lar:ve, Vol. 6 8l 3-8_,,

5 _ e e S T

%
k]
-?for copy of 1812 1z see Tolume III, re 1h7,
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g 'Acqﬁiriﬁg ’T-_'L-t,'_“_e To Buildings or Improvements erected by Private Individuals

. f'rected on Armory Landse

£ - o
{@s Housing for the Workmen, 1800-1832:
Lo

USRS

Housing the 200 to 250 Armory workmen and their families at Harpers

Ferry during the first quarter of the 19th century was not a
becauses: i*ia) There was almost no housing airailable when the Armory
began operations in 1800-1801L a\g.d‘the work force expanded much more
rapidly then additional dwellings could be built. |

(b) The normal remedies for s%ﬁtving these difficulties could
not be applied at Harpei‘s Ferry because thef® was no%n;??”;k_z;iva‘be land
available for the workmen to purchase and on which they could erect 'bheixj
own homes. The United States Government owned all of the land at Herpers
Ferry except six and 3/Lth acres, which belonged to the Wager famil}rﬁ%m.
The Wager family refused to sell any of this property and leased it tnly
at high ground r_ents to merchant} who in turn erected stores and charged

the Armory employees high prices to recoup their ground rents,
Lrmory superintendents attermpted to solve the housing problem

- by adopting a two fold policy: 1st, funds were requested‘ from Congress

to construct Armory dwelling houses on the public lan(i)“to be rented
to the workmen, and 2nd: sl

¥ vwhen the work force expanded faster than

Congress appropriated money to erect more housing, the Afmory superintendents

permitted the workmen to build their ovﬁ houses on the public land and

also to make repairs,. additibns, and improvements to existing Armory-
constructed public-owned dwellings, | | ~ ,* ;
By Uecember 31,1821, a total of 87 dwelling housesa_nd two

school houses had _been erected on the Armory land 1o house the work

force of 271 men. Valued at & L7,600, this fotay
I S e e ot

of 89 bniddings wes comprised of

i
'




1
20 brick, 7 stone, and and 62 wood houses,

On September 6,1823, Armory Superintendent James Stubblefield
i totalling

$ 8,868.55 for improvements that Armory workmen had made to the dwellings
standing on the public land at Harpexss Ferrybz Funds were accordingly

advised the Ordnance Department that thefxewere 8L claims ¢

requested and received from Congress to settle these claims as folliows:

o

Year | Nos of claimg
(Fisca 1) | settled 1 Amount paid Aprropriated by Congress

1823 L2 $ 55758630

182l 13 1,671L.96

1825 5 1,031.60

1826

1827

Paid:e

While these claims were being settled,. Arery workmen vere busy

erecting new houses and repairing and inproving existing dwellings on the
the public lands at Harpers Ferry , Thus in February 1829 Superintendent

Stubblefield advised the Ordﬁance Department that thede were still L

L3 claims totalling $ 8,05L.07 outstanding on the dwellings on public land .
Congress accordingly appropriated additional money which was expended as
follows: 1830~ 8 claims settled: $ 1,11L.81% |

’ 1831=-"21 claims settled: 3,L436,10 5e
Total,1820-1831 10k claims: $ 13,212 {77k

1. American State Papers, Military Affairs, II, L81-L82,

2, Harpers Terry NHP lMicrofilm “eel 21, Volume 7, 696-698, aldo L3-ll,

3, HFNHP Mircrofilm Heel 17, Volume 3, p.235-236; and National Armory
Afccounts,1823-1829, National Archives Record Group 156,Entry 935,

Lo EFNEP MEeelA%] Vol. 236

5. NHNHP. M.l'eel 20, v. 5,pe 421,L37; Feel 22,Vole 12,pel12kL.




But the workmen at Harpers Ferry Armory were not yet done and the
new Superintendent, George Rust, Jr, informed the Ordnance Depar‘bment

on October 29,1831 that he had a 11s+, of 67 .

v 2 \
totalling $ 6,3L6.50 before him.  Congress had had enough’ and £

money to settle the outsgeandlng

. . also
claims, On January 7, 1832, the Ordmance Vepartment ordered the

four yemgs refused to appropriate

Superintendent of the Harpers Ferry to proh_ibit the further construction

of new housing and the repair and improvement of Armory dwellingsby

7

the workmen, This decision had been made by the Secretary of War,
Finally in 1836 , in response to the repeated requests of the Ordnance

Department, Congress appropriated $ l,5L6 that the Yepartment had asked
P s PP :
67 claims for $ 6,3L6.,50 in improvements,

to settle the outstandingf.
(By error, apparently,—the Ordnance Lepartment had failed to request the

full sumle The Department now ordered the Superintendent to settle the

prorating the available money among the 67 workmene

67 claims by ¢ .
The Chief of the Ordmance Department decided tgat the claimants were to
be paid at the rate of 71 cents to the dollar, These claims were
and set} led § 9
paid,this rate in the period 4pril 1837 = “eptember 1838,

A

The grand total of cost of acquiring all claims for construction, repair R

and improvements by private 1nd:.v1duals of dwelllncrson A:r‘mory land, from
. g .

1800 to 1832, thus amounted

C;pfﬂf"’““(’ : B et

?,\du J“N»ﬁa-? /1 Rabﬁcﬂoﬁfuw Bop ﬁ‘s(r(c" ngv«q 43 AP Pry rﬂw.i:

BYSLE FEa MU J%U,.“Arz" En KROPGIRS G Gdch T UPans T4 Public Owa///sd

ﬂocscsl ’Cﬁ-&mﬁ@( boyides K cgmong 75 b Aavag HBeeo a_s;rta’r\a./(
62-0680\.51[”» . /fm’fﬁ"ﬂm EXCCoTive Bgctrte~Ts 9—‘/1‘7(@"3’&“»/
/57 SosSeon. 2¥35 —118‘3 b] yet '? Sched no, ATE Docuptent e ‘?0 e 7&‘6?

45T SosSian
Vioeq Goe ol -ju[a }) /B36-US g o MX% VP
ké ETNHP Microfilm beel 22, Vol 12, p.ll2L

7. HFIHP M eel 2L, Vol. ll,p.lOBé
8, HENHP U.Reel 12, v. 3, 223-223; Reel 2l, Vols 9, p.837-8L0.,
9!: heel ?h, Vclo 9’ p0837‘8hoo




ARMORY DWELLINGS ON PUBLIC, K LANDS AT HARPERS FERRY

( 1800 1810 1821 B3 | imhe | 1860
Brick 0 2 20 |
Stone 0 1 7 : -
) Wood 1 5 62

‘many cabins

Totals 1 15 89 127
@ i
Work 110 97 27L - 349 250
Force : '
Families - 36 115 -
< in housing -

The greatest number of dwellings was 185~ in 18l7; the government then
begain defiolishing the worst of them and by June 30 518L8~the total stood

at 161 houses,

T, Mepeantiie- Buildings on Public Lands, 1816-1838%

T

In addition to. u Armory workmen to build their homes

[ e

q 50
on public land, Armory Superlntenden'b James Stubbleflel% perml‘bted favored

1

a few (nined individuals to erect substantial mercentile structures on

the public lands, IL_‘é juqtified these "leases”'by stating that these

stores would introduce competition, henc@ reducing prices charged

Armory workmen,

W.nto the market at Harpers Ferry@

controlled by the Wager family monopoly of privat.e land in the town,
The stores were built and opened, but the prices did not fall, as the
Wager-land a pd public=iand merchants cooperated to bilk the Armory

workmen, R : - ,
In 1829 the Ordnance Department took steps to acquire title to

seven of these leasef§, which had an total appralsed value of 14,07500,

The addition of two more such 1easeis soon brought the total to 9 claimSwith
and estimated value of $ 16,290,00.
1. American State Papers, Military Affairs, Vol, IV, 15,

(A Sx \]ow“"“v&// /8’36}0.»6. Seccul £5 7’,.<,C;') (o Ovdaagcs Qewss £Frteny
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P cjvlﬂ X, &3 ¢,

Finally, Congress, in the @bpropriationg‘é made for the service of the

C
A
Ordnance Department for the Yea_r 1836 voted the requested total of §

16,290 to settle these nine c:].ai:ms.1 Eight of the nine claims were
settled in the period 1837-38 for a total of $ 1L,690,00. The nikkh

f Dr, Nicholas Marmi. haggﬂcgiftzith the %dai—r_lce* Department for |
xfw‘ nine years and finally deed%his stone housej Lot No. 1, quég &4, Camp Hill,

#

which he had built in 1829,—to the U.Se Government for ¢ 2,000 in cash on
November 30,1847 » thus ending the leng strugglezto eliminate all private
claims to buildings standing on the Armory Lot. |

- The grand total cost of this program was as follows:
Private Claims to: '

, ’ %gllings , 1822-38 : 1650 clai eost: 17,7

# Stores,etc, 1831=l7 2« 9 claims cost 16 ,aé
Total: 1822-18L7: &> claims -

5# i .

bks

¢ ACQUISITION OF KAGER IOTS FOR FIRE PROTECTION AND IMPROVEMENTS, 18L7-1856 :
& VA .

From 1796 to 1818 oﬁly a 15-foot-wide alley separated the privately

ovned Wg_ger Six Acre Reservation Lots from the workshopSof the Ul.Ss
Musket Factory along the Potomace As the town grew, these Wager Lots
were covered with numerous house, stores, outbuildings; stables,. etc, ™
many of which were built of wood and hence highly flamable, As early at .
1828 the Superintendent of the Armory had Gibtempted to buy e f iy

“
section of Wager ﬁa_nd that threatened the factory buildings and the Wagers,

who needed money, were willing to sell for $ 5,000, Congress, however, failkd

to appropriate the money for this purpose. With the coming of the railroads,

Harpers Ferry expanded and the price of land shot ups By August 6, 1846,
when Congress finally agreed to this land expansion program,the estimated
cost of acquisition=and hence the appropriation }Was $ 50,261.00.' 3

. Pl
1 HFNHP MicroTiln Keel 20, Vols 6, p.603. S2a2(¥3¢ Us STtves cfbusge V., 77
2e Marmion to U.S¢, Deed of B & S., November 30,1847, Deed Book 29,p.366:
Jefferson County’ Courthouse, Cha;'lestown, W::)Vé, rC7/§ MoRIGY an,g-&(‘oa’i EA,%\M'(’ Pl
3,HFEHP Microfilp Eeel 19, &Vole 1L, p. 1419, On March 3,18L7, Congress passed
& joint resolution a uthorizing the purchase of additional land at the Herper's
~ “ Ferry Lrmory a nd "to the application for that purpose of so much of the sum
appropriated for Repeirs, Improvements, and new Machinery at Harfer Ferry...
Armory by the Lct approved August 8,18L6 as the estimate shown to have been
jnbended” for the purchase of lands” and bullainegs,,,"U.S, Sta:tues a tgr Sy
Large, rols 9, Ps 207 «)LQ,&‘PPQQCLH{ T P: ?/O / ho f ol A CC T/‘C’P‘Eﬁ’/] 50 Al dT
T "a, 670 €~ e IR 11 iors Hittee 6y é/igm I PAvho— By RATs [s/n
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(2) Fire Protection Project ($:39,099.6H

In 18L7-L9, the U.S, Armory purchased nine Wager Lots complete,with
all buildings on these properties, and the 25 foot deep sections of the

northern ends of eight other Wager lots that alsoﬁ@fronted on. the 15-foot
wide alley that ran between the Six Acre Reservation and the U.S, lMusket Factory
Yard, The acquired lots extended from Wager lot No, 15-subdivision Eo. L
on the east, to Wager Lots No. 33 and 3L on the west. Fourteen buildings fronting
on the alley were demolished and eight brick or stone dwellings fronting on
High Street, and one stone smoke house were retained to serve as dwellings for
Armory employees. The 25-foot deep northern end of zll 17 Wager Lots were

paved and added to the 15-foot wide alley to create a LO~foot wide fire-break - -

and street that came to be known as Potomac or North Cliff Street..

The cost of acguiring this property was § @ﬁ?ﬁﬁﬁ%ﬁ?‘fand the work of
building Potomac Street was completed in 1851,

In 1855-56, the U.S, Armory nekt purchased Weger Lots 13 and 17 éomplete

with their buildings, andd

? and L, for a total of $ 10,165.,66, The four buildings on these lots were
demolished and the acquired land paved and made ig%o streets in 1857 This
project@?nads Potomzc Street a LO foot wide streeisfts complete length, to its
junction with Shenandoah Street. Lot 17 was made into a new side street,( Compare
Maps L and §, also see Map 6 and 8), (See Chart No., 1)- L
(b) Formal Entrance Project to Musket Factory Yard ($16,999.33)

25 feet deep parts of Lot 15, subdivisicns'

The project of developing a more formal entrance to the Misket Factory
Yard got underway in 18L7-L8, when the U.S. Armory pmrchased Weger Lot No. 12

and its two two-story brick stores for a total of $ 9,999.33(See Map No. 7).
The buildings were demolished and a formal iron fence and brick wall was constructed
across Lot No, 12 in 1849 In 1853=5h, the U.Ss Armofy resumed work by
acquiring Wager Lot No, 11 and its double two-story brick stores for a total of

$ 7,000.(See Map No. 7 and No, 8). These buildings were also torn down and a
matching formal iron fence and brick wall was erécted across Lot No, 11 am

1855, (See Chart No. 2). v - e e ‘ e e

< g gt S S

Lo The Warrenty Deed, Hemorandumssof Agresrent
Lots are ir Yationel Archives Kecord Group No. 171, Public Buildings Service,

Entry 75, Warrenty Deeds, Tray Noe. lo. They have also been recorded in the Deed
Book of Jefferson County, 2t the Charles Towm Courthouse, as listed on Charts

Noes 1 and 2, _ ~

»Leases for 211 these Wager




T e ADWM CHART 1
L o) o a.-\.I"iORY
ACCUR ITION OF LAYD FOR TIRE PRO®ECTION

, 18L7-1856

No.

of

¥or

. For Date of Furchased
! B Noe Rldgso land Blggs. Deeds ! roms %gg{/ﬂ oo
1. 13 0 $ 2,000 0 Dec.26,185p Noah H. Swayne 25 296 T“
2 13 2 -9 5,000 |1/31/56 John G, Wilson 35 | 295 T
3 15-2&l 1 850 850 |2/13/56 Fpederick A Roeder | 35 | 299 —
b 15-4 0 200 0 5/08/ k@ Susan Downey 30 W8T ____)_
5. 16 0 237 0 6/6 /18 Frederick A. Roeder| 30 P30 ;';11
6o 17 0 237 0 6/6/L8 Frederick A, Roeder| 30 231
7o 17 0 1,166,666 0 8/26/56 Frederick L, Roeder| 36 135 —
8. 17 1 0 300,00 | 8/26/56 John G, Wilson 36 | 133
o, | <18 0 1,506 0 7/1/L7 Gerard B, Wager 29 | 135 |
de
10, 18 2 0 800 7/2/L7 Samuel Lover 20 | 17
1. 19 0 750 0 6/30/17 | Gerard B. Wager o9 | ¥ __
12, 19 2 0 1,8L5 /907 Ann teed Estote 29 123
13, 20 0 83333 0 6/8 /L7 lioah He Swayne 29 313
T 20 2 0 3,500 9/L/L7 Philip Coons 29 346
15, 21 3 1,000 2,000 7/1/L7 Gerard B, Wager 29 | 126
16, 22 0 1,000 0 7/1/L7 Gerard B, Wager 30 | 236
17, 0P 3 0 2,500 6/6/118 Willism Me@raw Ist,| 30| 235
(1) 18,3 23 0 900 0 - 3/7/L8 Jemes B, Wager 29 | 238
19. | 2L 0 200 0 6/8 /L7 Noah H, Swayne 29 | 347
20. 25 0 22l .66 0 6,7 /#7 Alexsnder Kelly 20 | 348
21, 26 0 833,33 0 6/8/1.7 Noah H. Swayne 29 | 3L9
226 26 3 0 2,250 9/1 /1.7 | Huch Mchleer 29 | 354
23 27 1 1,000 1,000 6/9/L7 Michael Foley 29 355 —
2L o8 0 1,00 0 6/8 /LT Noah H, Swayne 29 | 358
25 27 1 1,000 750 10/2/u7 lertin Grace 29 360 ‘fﬁ
26, 33 0 100 0 6/8 /17 Noah H. Sweyme 29 | 362
27 33 1 0 1,0 10/2/1i7 | lartin Grace 29 | 36l
_ 3l N 1,000 2,000 10/2/L7 § Martin Grace 29 | 365
, 2] 0 0 222,66 6/7/L7 Llexander Kelly (1} 29 | 3L8
o wgran| 20 I0TS| 26 |$16,037.98 ¢ 23,061166 § 39,0996
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8o Surmary: Land Acquisition Procram of the U.S. Armory at

Herpert!s Ferry, Va,, 1796~ 1860

p—

]
Item ] Purchased Price Purchased froms:
1 117 acres - $ 7,016,661 John Wager, Sr.
2 310 acres 10,000,00 { Thomas Rutherford & others
minus I a cres for g .
Harpers Cemetery 1803 donated UeB. to Harpers Ferry
----- ---—-—-_—-----—-———--q——_—--_-----“----—-_——- S e - T W S A S SR B G P S T T sy S N e S Wk W TR o W T T e, wa-§
Subtotal: 123 acres| 1803 $ 17,016,66| U.S, Armory Lands
3 |Timber rights on 8/20 20,860,62 | Fernando Fairfax & others.
1,395 5/8th acres /20/13 Y , - :
L |Ferry rights on the | 10/97/18 5,000,00 | Fernando Fairfax
Shenandoah River & : : ‘
68 acres,
5, |Water Power Bights 5 ' St
on Shenandozh kiver - 6/21/33 ,600.001  John Strider
6 [laims for repairs, 1822 _
rnnofrucgégg or ot to 17,758.77% | To 171 individuals-employees
ToNen to abou e L .
Dwe%11ng built on| 1839 of the Lrmory
U S, *and,1810~32 ,
Claims to 12 mercant¢ 1836 . et
Te | 376 bldes. erected of t0 %o nine individuals.
U.S. lands. 1817
8 For zcquiring 1 acre 18L7 To 16 individuals in
® |in 6-acre reservatiop, to 56,098 .99 33 transactions,
23 Wager Lots and 1856
30 bldgs,
[ Byrnes Island, 62 . .o
9, acdltlon% ac;es, 2/7/L8 {1 1,500.00 To Patrick Byrnes & wife,
Potomac dAiver :
Subtdtel: 1,9L9 a cres $ 137,525.0§4 ' at Harpers Ferry .
; , !
10 5/8/ - 21;,000,00 | Herry Lee
X
b E.a.ghts o Opf Bank George NbrﬁIy d\

Keep Iryste Furnace WiTliam-Wilcon
Subtdtal-Friends{Ore Bank | 1800 50 5-58""13'5""5‘7"53 """""""
U i, glggreé e =8 51’69?’@@\’“ %erm§p~bﬁhe”2 miles Brpers
Ei?-?:—-——1—-———-——---ﬂ-—-’-“"——-".'-"—'--—--"-’-!U‘_‘f ——————————————————————————————————————
VP-.A~::1 TOTAL: 3} 5)_’.9 acres 9 ‘W}Qﬁﬁ% Harpers Ferrsr Amorvy Ta nds




CHLPTER TI
S1E 1082 SLIF OF PUBLIC LOTS AND HOUSTS AT THE U.S . LRMORY
LT LIPITIS TREIDT, Vi, 1052 to-1869, S

1.Blannin 767 the 1822 So1e, 18L6-523- 7
On January 14,1846, after carefully considering the problems

5§'the U.Se Armory at Harpers Ferry, Major John Symington, Superintendent
of the Armory, first suggested to the Ordnance Department a land disposal

program that he believeAwould solve many problems at both the Armory and

in the town of lerpers Ferrye. "I would propose the sa_Je of a bz _rt of the

public grounds," he wrote,".s.s In the hands of privete individuals this
grgpand would soon be built up with dwellings and suiteble stores and shops &c,
for mechanics of verious crafts who caanot now possibly get & spot onv&ﬁpich to

exercise their callingy end in a year or two it would be reasonable to say,
that a flourishing town; under whelesome muntcipal regulations would spring
up where now is winting everything to make a resideﬂce desirable,

"The owmership of sll the ground in the vicinity of Harpers Ferry( except =
small patch a2t the end of the Potomac Bridge) being in the U, Ctates, is an

insuperable bar to the growth and improvement of the place as a town and yet
Agction thast offer the

from the locality, there are fine points in thisf%
same advantages for f rade and business generally.

" To the U. States," Symington continued," the growth and propersity of

the place would be advantageous, as affording a means at hand of procuring
mechanical labor or certain supplies which have to be bought f or at a distence.
But a still greater advandsge would result to the workmen employed in the Armory
and their families. Many would no doubt become owners of property who are now
only tenants at will on éhe public ground and consequently have no fixed house or
interesty in the place, and all could look to other sources for empplyment for their
sons {*., than this Armory, now the only chance. And in case of a suspension of
labor in the shops or a partial discharge of hands they could have the means of
employment to a certein extent in various ways, and not be left idle to consume
what little they mey have laid bycee.s It may be well... to remark that the
portion of the public ground here alluded to[for possible sale] will not at any
Jture time be needed for the purposes of the Armory~ suffickent will be reserved
rear the site of theﬂk esent Arsenal or store house to erect other store houses

vhen regquired," 1

1. lMajor John Sym nguon to Lt.Col. George -elcott of the ”rdnanco De gertmort
January 1l,18L6, Harpers Ferry NHP Microfilm feel 23,Vol. 7,p.627-6

/



A year and a heif later. Major Symington returned to the attack,
: u;; tlng on July 15, 18L7, in submitting his estimate of funds for the
j('&\“____"____,, e e\t v et e e A S

[ erection and rep slr of buildings at the Armory for the fiscal year ending

b St e T A

30 June luL9.".?: I must bring to your notice the candition of tégﬁwelllng

houses &t this plsce ovmed by the Government and occupied by the Officers
and mechan jcs and othergconnected with the Armorye These houses, now €omprising

~ tenths of the buildings( exclusive oi:%he Gove”rmfnt workshops
here were
& storehouses) included in the TOWN OF HARPFER'S FERRY [ . governmentowned

about nine €. .
houses in léﬁéj, vere for the most part build upwards of 25 years ago, and
generally of such indifferent materials, that nothwithstanding the constant repairs
made to them, many are now utterly irrepairable.

"This with the impossiblity of procuring other qua rters @ttghe private

property being closely built up and occupied) is so serious a drawback to the

operations of the Armory, that measures must be takens ' wi

apply a reredy."
" If the Government policy of providing housing on the public land for the
worknmen is to be cotinued, Symington noted, a large sum of money should be
included in the estimates ' - so that many new dwellings could be erected in the
next few years. If this is not done, "I therefore suggest this,=- to abandon
the system of Government tenantry, which has thus far been a losing business,
besides being productive & strife end-é;aﬁ%§e$lnnmerous A ’_ and expensive
suits at law, and all such ills, and to sell out such pdftions of the public

lands at this place, that cannct§§p0351bhy be needed for Government useso"2

Symington contirnua.d toii érg%ls cg_se and the Ordnance Department
carefully considered the problegébut delayed making any decision until 1851,

Mearwhile, in September, 1850, gpetition was introduced in the Virginia General

Asseribly to incorporate Hﬁgrpers Terry as a town, thus permitting the establishment

of the first togn government, The Act incorﬁf%rating Harpers Ferry passed

r\b

in March 1851, The first election for Mayor, “‘ecorder and Councilmen for

the new Harpers Ferry Town Government was held in May 1851, and Jeremiah Fuss,

Macter=Builder at the Armory, wes elected as the first mayor,

?.Symington to Talcott, July 15,88Lh7 ,IFNHP M,Reel 23,Vol. 10, p.92L-926,
3, Virgiria Free Preqsi>bharles Tovn, Vae, October 11,1850, p. 3, Ca3e

Lo Ibic., Merch 21, 1851, p, 2, c.5
Se_Ibide, Mey 9,1851, pe 2, Co?s
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In August,1851, Secretary of War C, .3~ Conrad inspected the
Armory at Harpers Ferry and lajor John Symington was able to induce
the becre‘bary "to concur in the propriety of the measure that I have so
long recommended, that is the sale of such portions of the Government

land at this place, as will not be nee?fd for the purposes of the Arm.orv,

:@quf preparatory to which a surveXkbe made and town plat laid off, with

6
streets, buildings, blocks, and reservations..." On August 16, 1851,

Col. George Talcott, “hief of Ordnance, submitted Major Symington's report

to the Secretary of Wer and concurred in the lMajor's recommenda‘bionso7

Secretary of War Concng§ approved the plan on August 26 and Col, Craig

ordered  Symington on August 28 ,1851 to at once proceed with the prepartion
of the plat for the town of Harper's Ferry. On Sepierber 3, a board of W,
three ordnance officers, consisting of Major John Symington, Lt. Col.qPLpley
Superinteadent of the Springfield Armory, and Cole Benjamin Huger, the new%y
Eﬂpointed Superintendent of the Harpers Ferry Arrory, was established by the
C@b/ef of Ordnence to execute the town planning.

. ?Epelr detailed revort was submitted to the Chief of Urdnance on

. 11 12
~eptember 2l,1851, and the preliminary plats in Novemberg The Secretary

of War approved the‘gﬁwgﬁgplan on Yecember 25,1651, 13
2« Termg for the 1052 Sale:

In April,1852, the surveyor S. Howell Brown, completed the master
Lk -

plat of the town of Harpers Ferryj "Map of Haﬁfper% Ferry, by S, Howell Brown,

D.Se, 1852"( Harpers Ferry NM=HF-9005] - - .0n June 10, 1852, Secretary of
War C. M. Conrad gave his final approval to the plan and plat amd ordered:

that"The Superintendent of the Armory is hereby directed to cause to be sold
at public suction to the highest bidder, such ef the lots as the Board of
Officers...did by this report of 24 5eptember'1ast, recormend to be s0ldeso"

@. Reel 26, Vo 3, D»26le
/

/!
6. Symington to Col. Henry K. Craig, Ordnance Uepartment, Aug.9,1851,
HTRNHP MJPeel . 2L, Vool. 5,L1L-119, including a copy of Symington's report

on this subwect
Teeel 20, Vol, 1, p. <80

B. Sreel 19, Vol. 5, p.L68.

9, feel 19, Vol, 5, L6E,

10, Col, Craig to Symington,®ept. 3, 1851, heel 19, Vol. 5,p.Li69.

11, for report see_“‘eel 2L, Vol. &, p. 8C2-806,
12 .\.eel 50,tolc , D. ,-9L'

13, “‘eel 19, Vol. 5, p. LB2-LE3.




Under the terms of the sale, one fourth of the cash was to be payable
on the daf of the sale and the remainder in two equal installments of cne and

two years from the date of the saler, "If the whole amount of each instalment

z,%

chall be punctually paid when the same shall fall due, gp, 1nterest shall

be charged thereon, otherwise interest at the rate of Six per cent per
annum shall be charged on such instalment from the daté of Sale wntil

the final peyment thereofe.."
Armory workmen were to be allowed to purchase not more than two \

lots on the following terms:
"Orie fourth cash, and the remainder at one, two, three, and four

vears vwithout interest, provided the purchaséé agree thafl_ an amount equsal
to the 1/1?2 part of each annual instalment shall be deducted from their
monthly wages. If any workmen should cease to be in the employment of the
Government he shall thence forward as regards instalment remaining due on
property purchased by him, be subject to the same conditions as other

purchesers.”
lio deeds of conveyance for any of these lots weii to be mssued
=e

untll the *nll price had been pcla&g tO Lhe Dnlte& Stdtes. “>HM,M

-

A

- 3 oy e,

 On Ju*y 23, IBSQ, "@, Col. Cralg 1nformed Superlntendent Hucer'
"The Secretary of War has this day given his sanction to the following riles

nlg being for the interest of the &rmory, that the workmen should not be
unnecessarily distdfhed in their recidence in consequence of the sale of lots
at Harpers Ierry on the lg t of September, the Commanding Officer of the Armory
is authorized to appraiﬁe such of the lots to be sold, with the buildings and

improvenents thereon, as are occupied by Armory workmen, vhose services it is

is desirable to retain, and to dispose of them, at private sale, to such
occupantsy at the appraised valué. No workman will be permitted to purchase

at private sale, more tharn one lot on which he resides, together with the :

improvements thereony and any lot offered as above, and declined to be

purchased at the appraised velue, will be disposed of at public sale,"

15, Reel 2L, Vol. 8, 805-306.
16 heel 19, 2. 6, p.510,
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lMr, John Holer, a farmer of the area, and Armory master builder

-
Jeremizh Fuss vere emploved to¢ appraise %?e "53 . Government dwelling

houces that were to be offered for sale,

3. Desults of the 1852 Saje, 1850691

Surveyor S. Howell Brown, on his Map of Harpers Ferry, dated 1852,
laid out a total of 312 lots on the UsS. Public lands of the Armory at
Heorpers Ferry that were to be offered for sale on August 31 and September
1 and 2,1852, Included the sale were &3 yovernment dwelling houses.

The private sale of Government dwelling houses was held on August 31, ,
angd & nd 50 Armory wvorkmen nurchased 50 houses and 51 lots( one house
straddled two lots) at their appraised value, which totalled $ 31,525.00,

Under the terms of the sale, they paid ¢ 8,153.00 in cash and bondiswere
issued for the bazlance, which were peyable in full by August 31,1856, Of

this group of bidders, all but one workman ( for Lot L, Block H, Camp Hill)
were to successfully complete their payments for their houses and lots,

z2lthough some vere rnot to meke their final payment until 1869%
The public sale for the three remaining Government dwelling houses and ',
241 lots was held on Serptember 1 and 2,1852, On these two days, 126 persons
made bids on the three houses and 211 lots, but no bids vere recemived on 50
vacant lots- many of the latter being located in ravines or any steep hillsiles.
Under the terms of sale, one-fourth of the total had to be paid in cash and
three of the 126 bidders, with bids on four lots, refused to make the cash

pevment and dropped out, The rereiring 123 bidders made the reguired

payments, ¢ 7,018,95% for 208 <~" 1ots and three houses, The total bid for
’ 9

; 1
these items was § 27403L.03, The srand total for the three-day sale

stood 2t 53 houses, and 258 lots sold gir total of § 58,559.83. Of this figure

17. Harpers Ferry NHP Microfilm Reel 26, Vo L, 335-336; feel 2L, Vol. &,
p.751. Each men was ra id § 20,00 for this tesk,

e 18°"Accountf?Sales at Harpers Ferry &Lrmory, made by Benjemin Huger, Bvt. Col..

of Ordnance, Comm'dg,m of Lots and Dwelling Houses there occupied by workmen in
the Armory, and seld to them by order of the Secretary of ¥er, at a value,
ascertained by the Appraisment, hereto annexed, of John Hohler, and Jeremiah
Fuss, in August 1852, Herperls Ferry, Armory, August 31,1852 eel 2L, Vole 7,
pp.61=617; Also Huger o fraig, Cct. l,,1852, “eel 2L, z° 6i pféph, . ﬂ
19.-.The reports of the Harpers s#rry Paymaster on the sale;_ 152 te December 31,

1880, are in National Archives Kecord Group Nool53= Militery feservation Division,
Harpers Ferry, W.Wa., Box 45e
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¢ 15,951.95% was collected in cash in September 1852 and the balance

¢ 1,25176099+ 3/ e  The total number of individuals

due by 1856 was ¢ L
maling payments on these lots and houses was 159,  About 216 acres of

U.S. land were Sold off at the 1852 sale.
4 second effort to dispose of the remaining unsold 5L vacant lots was

made at a public sale that was held on February 17, 1853, but the auction
was halted by the Armory superintendent when the highest bid received for

any lot was five dollarse
: schedule of payments, 1852~1860~ showing the a mount

Tor the
& pumber of deeds issued each yvear, see Chert No. 5, p. 28
ter's reports reveal that as of December 31,1860, 159

a total of § 5l.) Og§02 and that deeds fdr 196

a i
N e mes =
ed to 133 individuals. The reports z2lso show that

The Armory Paymes

23 of these bidders, efter §ak1ng peyments totalling § 1,758008 on 3 lots,

faiisd b Ganmle e £a PR
YT Eps because of death, u nnmnlormen t, or the Civil War, Title to these

I

-—

3Ly lots reverted to the U.S. Covernment., Zighteen persons completed

their payments on 28 lots after the Civil Wer, in the period 1866-69,

he United ftetes decided to dispose of all the Armory property after
4, Be Dyer, Evte Maje Geneo, Chief of Ordnance, on Septerber 25,1869,

wWhen %
the wer,

Soke ) .
finel notice on the 185?A seqdnng to delinquents:the ¢ : ctatement
fully p=aid for

issue
that "Persons who purchased lots in 1852, and have not?
ther, are notified thet 1f they pay vhat is due befcre Tuesday of the sale

f_§9i lovegber 30,1869] t_he lots w¥ill be deeded to them. Ytherwise they will

be res Old o"
The firal result.sof the 1852 sale were zs follows: During the
. g

£ meriod 1852 to 1869, 136 persons purchased in full 22l lots and
52 dwelling houses. 4 grend totel of § 56,227..3 was collected( exclusive
of any interest that may have been collectedfor the period,1861- 68)

20, Ibidc

Herpers Ferry Microfilm Keel 2}, Vol. 9, p.862. Supt, Huger to Craig,

.
pr 17 18E;3 ©
22, lLationsl Archives R.v. 15; Box hS Llso Harpers Ferry INIP Reel 18,Vo %i
m'
V3 ki e v ‘ Do we 57+ in "letter from the PeLe0>=C
ChleP Clerk of the Wer uenertmelt Dec, 1/ 107? in Ser"te Fchuuwve Documents,

1st Session, Serial lo. »)80 Mocumew* 10e 6y, ‘oDolle
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Proceeds collected from the 1852 Sale of Public Lots and House,Herrers

s
Deede ] =558 {fezr | Amount
[ Teaadtd T 50 , - B
- »}‘F‘e‘le‘ 1 =1 gz & 4028 Total vig
Fod ~
e N 104 1BRZ L A0, HP2,F .
185 S B Voo in 16524 § 56,555.63.
— e
T ot e ds Lrd .
e | 0 Clotsl 18531 8§ 10,272.23 Short f4lle not paid of
1?:) e this bidwas $ 2,LUL2,.50,
= 10 27 =OrT18sl 953L9433
-, [o¥ ey
LAz 8 13 | 1355|  ©898.0
o o o4
18E7 000 462
1RE7 20 28 - 150004

Subbatsl Sehe

. 3A I 8 1858 822,73 cor payment
3n Tofil. & 5l LAD R
o From imcopn
1REQ 1,618,902 rom Iimcopiplete

‘payments| : 1,756 ,08

"y - 1 . o a
1840 c 8 1860 167,13 Totel: § B6,027.0L2
] it et et =
1557 tolleks R1,[560: L
- g ’ o Sh,L0C 02 Nationsl Archives
20T otal 133 195 - SOU.I‘CE& F hecord ,_71"011{; N . 153
10651560 1 ¢ 1,827,007 fecords lof the Office of] the Jhige
1 \; s’ . Ao nee 3 )/ H rog L z I . . . .
000 T-5 : Advocatd General= ilitaly hegh
Wi > ] eV = by
" et e i e e e e e o e o e op =LV T TON T TOWSSTS L e L Say

Boxes Ll{-)5,
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In this totsl there is included JVSB «08 that ves paid on 3) rieces

of property that 72 bidders failed to rpzy in full for. Tn 1869, 88 vacant
- cll

lots first offered for sale in 1852, vere put up for auction again o

l.e Use of the Proceeds of the 1852 Sale of Public Lands:

On Aprll ?3,1856 a 301nt resolutlon of Congress authorized the

Secretary of Var to apply the proceeds of the 1852 sale of lots at
Harpers Ferry to the purcliase of obther loits a nd to making improverents to

2h -
o Ml ¢

the public property at the Harpers Ferry Armory, By June 30,1856, = grand

totzl of & 18 SL§%i9 had been cnlleﬁted from the 1652 sale of land, Of this
sum, $ 11,918,&9,ﬂaﬂ already been expended. On June 28, 1856, Chief of Ordnance
Eraigm informed Armory Superintendent Henry W. Clowe that the Secretary of
Var had approved the expenditure of the remaining balance- $ _36, 626,70
Tor the follow1ng p*ogectq at HarpeTSNFerry.

. ST e L TR L T I T I LD

1. To purchase Wager Lot No. 17 to be made into a town stireet
and for the removal of the building thereoNessscsecssss $ 1,666,00

2. For the construction of three.guarters for the Master
krmorer, Superintendent's Clerk, and the Paymaster's Clerk...{ 18,000.00

3. for grading and opening town streebScessscsssessse $ 5,970.70

lio For repairing buildings and improving grounds at the
U‘S. Rifle -E':".C'tOI';r--.canu-onc:.oto.-o.-co.cuoco'oo:-aoo i

$ 6,873400
59 E}Ctendlng Arsenal Square...........-.....-.-.ou...... $ ?’917000

6. Enclosing grounds of new magazine and stock hous€sseesess 1,000.00 25 :

7. Cleaning town well ont Fillmore Street and puiPesesssseses 200,00

The money thu?éollectd from the citizens of Harpers Ferry for the sale
ff?ubllc lends in that towm were thus largely spent for improvements in that
villege prior to the Civil VWar, Largely constructed from these founds were

Armory Dwellings No. 30 zxd 31 on Camp Hill in 1856~57, and frmory Dvelling
No, 1(Present Park Bldg, No. 36) in 1898‘553 on Lot 2, Blook B, Shenandoah
£rocea dbo €FR0m K Sa\L\ oo &L Pordcd du“/"'?/ o5 ont 3 ndoa 'bI“’e‘tg

s Enbim 30 6o €0 o S |
i~ [T~ .20,6&7 Z'S“ a,\wﬂ" P14 503,50, t 1855~ R 7&}:424/ 33;-101{6 ;‘44;;6 05 YA

 ‘qh4 Secretary of Wer to uehretary of the Treasury, May 7, 1856; and
of Treas..to Sec, of War, May 10,1856, Reel No. 26, Vol. 5, pe L6l,L66,
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N0 e
‘Biock Lres S Nurbers ief Tots sold, e Y £0ld
[
A Shenzndosh Street{ (lone offered for sale) UeS. Land o |
B 1 1 Lot Noe 5 o ( Lot L leased) 1
o " 1 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10 « 10
D n 1 1, E’ S, 6, 7 ( 2 and 2 leased) 5.
T n n 1, 3, L,5. ( lot 2 leased) i
A ¢ Ca mp Hill 253,L,5,6,7 (1 and B leaced) 6
B mooom 1,7,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,17, 12
C t t 1, J-B;-l;g:é’?:g)'o" 9
T " " 1, 2,L,5,6,7, 8,9« (2 lezsed) 8
Louse [Hich Stireet House No, 55 with lot 1
T Camp Eill 1,2,3,L,5,6. 6
F " " 1,2,3,14,5,6,7,8. :
G 1 1 1,2,2,0,5,6,7. 7
H " 1 2, 5,6,8,9,10 (2 leased) I
T ™ 1 1,2,3,7,8,13,12,13,11,,15,16, (9 lezsed) 11
J N n 4 1, o h8,9,10,15,16, ( 2,3,church. lot lesced) !
L n " l,?)BJ..'.}S,é)? 8 931() l') 51‘—'3 13
P 1 1
L 1,7,3,0,7,8,9, 7
ot " i h1,2,3,0,5. 2
; T n 1,0 0 0,5,6,70 5
0 n n 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8%,9,10,11,12,15,16, 1
P n n 1,2,3,5,7,9,11,12,13,15,16,17,20, 13
C T 1 7,9,10,11,12,13,1l, 7
R I ft 0
S H] 11 O
T n 1 Q
T " " 4 0
v T 1 7,8’9. 3
W E 1,2,3,.,5,6,7,8,9,12,13,1):,15,16,17,18,19, 17
X i m 1,2,3, ;5)6 7,8, ,10, 11,13,1L 15,16, 8%, 9, 17
Z T 1,2,5,5,7,8 6
7 I 1,2,3,h L
2 " it O
3 n " 1—5?’3)1«"5& E;
B TOTLL: 312 lot 2nd 53 houres offered: Sold, 57 houres & |07L

ord Group 121, Pvblic Tuildings Service
nited otates, "Harpers lerry, Jrdnznce I
. 1-201; 2952101, Sold to 13l buvers.
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S5.The Appraised Value of the W.S. Armory at Harper's Ferry,l860-61
On Noveriber 16, 1861, Lt, Col. William Maynadier of the Ordnance

Department, reported to Secretary of War Simon Cameron on the
sppraised value of the Uo.S. Ammory at Harper's Ferry.
"The amount expended on the same[Armory] for land
purchases at diffepent timeS cceseesesscccsoscsccscccsccssse $ U5,L770

"For improvements thereony for water power, canals,
enbankments, walls, and water privileges and for hydraulic
machinery and buildings of 21l KindS.seceecscosscsnsscacessss 1,787,530

Total[1796=1861],exclusive of the amount expended

ll’l tne I'lanllfaC'b'llI‘e of G.I'rl-s’ Waso.oooaotcl-o.onnooo'n.cotoo..\.$ 1’832 907.

"The last annual inventory of Phe property belonging
to the United States at that Armory séc dated June 30,1860, in
which the value of all the property on hand is apprised as follows:

1,669% acres Of loNdeeecsssescecescosssccenscssssananss $ 37,157000

Mill dams, canals, water power, and hydraulic machinery,

Forgesy, rolling mills, machine shops, dwellings, and
othEr -Duildj_ngs'c...'."...O.....I.'.'.O..O..'.O.-'l..."...c$ 3&1’?21000

Amount of Keal Ltsate: $ 611,957.00

Machinery used in workshOpPSesecscccscsoseccsssascsessasoses $ 270,235.,00

TOOlS U.SEd il’l “"’orkshopS‘Q..0.;..-0..00.00COOIQ'onnccoc.ot . 109’560000

. Machinery and tools: ¢ 379,795.00

:Um-rmugh-t ~ materials on handSceessesccssenes $ lO0,0L‘,BgOO ______ 193’ 16.00
Parts of arms in ProgreSSesecsscssscssssccsos 93,573.,00

20,507 arms of different models in SHDT AECeecsscecesonssonssss 285,115,00

Total Appraised Value of Armory, June 30,1860 $ 1,L07,513.00

By &pril(15],1861, the number of arms in storage when the Armory
was destroyed, was reduced to L,287.00, the value of which is about
$ 6L,000.,00, [This reduced the] Appraised value from $ 1,470,513 in

June 3860 to $ 1,207,668 in April 1861." W™

;;25 Brlg Gen. Stephen V.gfaBGHEt, K Collection of Annual Keports and Other

Important Papers Relating to the Ordnance Department Taken from the Fecords
of the “hief of Ordnence, from Public Documents, and from other Sources,

( L vols., Washington, D.C.,1880), Volo IV, 10L3-10Lle Lt.Col, laynadier's

total for land includes land purchased 1798 to 1833,but not Friends'Ore

vank Wthh cause another % 51,000 in 180C,. Byrnes Ig%and,$ 1,500 23 Nacer

lots at & 56,098 9/,etc. may be incluced in the total for 1mprovements,

but are certainly not in the land total of § L5, 177. Fron SE6 Y 1Fes

AL oV, 2ttt WK Hanpc's FEM? mm.? ﬁfm ORGn g wrce casat Gor, oS 1y
Qoel PROSCuaTeon [ ruhtToms [] ~ bl Png peos be oy BT veks FREGAZ, JN
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1. Preparetions prthe 1852 Szle:s

On April 15,1861, Confederate tpooops sgized the U,S, Armory at Harpers
Ferry and held the works until June of that year. During that period they

removed all of the arms-making machinery they could and fired the buildings

before they retreated. At the end of the Civil Wag,only the heavy brick and
stone walls of the lusket and Rifle Factory shops still stood and most of

%
the machinery was gone or wrecked. Becanse of the exposed position of
also
the Harpers Ferry Armory on the edge of the Confedérancy and because of the
hlgh cost of arms preduction at Harper~ Ferry,1799-1861;" in comparsion with

uhoégfof the Sprlngf_vm% Armory in Messachusstis;~the War Deparitment decided

not to rebudlt the . Arwory et narners Ferry, Concress, on Lecember 15,
“Aibhorizéd a

1868, peqsed an act tnathélrected the Secretary of War to sell at public

auction y‘the UsS. lands, bulldings, machinery, and water power vprivileges

at Harpers Ferry. The land in and adgacent to the armory amounted tm 1,669

acresSe v . - PP

Tagy credit was tc orented rarchesers zs the law specified that *he
rranerty vwes to be''sold on credit of one =nd two yeers, toking bond on secruity
from the purchaser, or purchasers, for the psyment of the purchase-money,

In other words, a purchaser did not have to out any cash down to get control
of tre property he bid on, but he was not fo receive =z deed wntil 211 perments
were completed.

The law also directed that *the proceecs of the s2le should be used to
(1) defray the expenses of the sale; (2) to refugf "+o0 the United States the
nrincipal sum of rurchase money peid for said lands, tenewents, and —ate

LUnited States, =nd for the eraction of ™ildings +rereon,”
(3). If anw surrlus should remain, the l=wv directed the
" to deliver this sum to such agent as the legisl:ture of

1d
,ﬂpoint, but Tpon condition that such surplus shall be received by the State
e rt

f West Virginia, to be set ““a?t, h°l4, invested, used and apnlied as aparx
of the school fund of that State. L rhe law iteelf did rot srecify hov mich
money had to be raiced before there was any survlus for *the school fund, But
o o -
later Congressional rerort indicstes that the sum in wind was $ SC;,CCiQCO, 2

-
< . o —— -
Serial liz., 1037, ler ~ort - HOa

ongress, °nd Zession, 107k '
& cw‘/"f—’w I, /866 A 3 Dygewn; Ry Criadon owmuszMaC 9)C ol iy, e ’ff«r»J’v,.&xu\
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Firelly, the 1860 law authorirzed and directed t
Lo conver b deed to Storer Colleze ot Morners lerry "the builifinzs with

‘s - [N T R T T - 3 meryn) L - T K3
tre Zote on trick drey stand wembered fomory Lwellings

& »¢ aleo PRilding Yo, 25 with enough of the lot on which it stends to
give & breeth of 10 rods on ligh Street, othervise novn as ¥
Street.... end #iso to convey by deed to the proper persons such other

lands and buildinegs, pertions of the eforesaid nroperty, as have heretofore

.
v 4

been set apzry by the rroper auvthorities for religious, cher;itable, and
3

- — - ~
+he 1877 gele, veas agzin ermkbyed hy the Oy anece Lepartnent to Trepsre,.
N —d N e e . - .. .
the rlet for the 1REQ sale. Ris mep, entitled “ueqsof Harper's Ferry-Plet
Y to 1

o

of Herperts Ferry Lrmory Prooperty laid off in
X

o )
the Lot of December 15,1868, finfihed by S, Howell Browm, Hov, 1,1869, Scale

165 feet per inch," anproved by Secretary of Wer Willierm W, Bellmar on
Lovemrer 14,1840, Tn thie rmiep BErown subfiwvided the U.S, land thzt had not
peer civided inm 1522, into 10& new puilding lets, this, vith the 317 lots that
eic ot in 1BZT,  hiowsht the grend toizl of lote in Herpers
Terry to S00. lotse ~-. - <vo huncred and twenty-four of these lots
sr¢ 53 & 1lirgs hod Yeer sold at the 1652 sale, 31 more lois were nov %o
be donated, endoéhe balisnce , 215 Iotd 2L:3 house lots vere 1o be offered

ior sale in 1b05e
¢ Donatiorns of

. o ;
Thirtairmone of *ie lots vers reserved from the 18£Q eole vnder the lawr of

T - ~ N0 Ln T e o o 3 1 2 Tl g 3 e -

Jecerber 15,1068, Tr Lecemner 15,184, < united Jtates donated seven o

“hese lotr ornd four Armery dwelling houces

tates donated the belance of 2L lots,on Jarusry 1, 107C as

A

sducation for use zs school lots, five to the Harpers

N

three +o5 the Zeard of

S

CL

L
< . iwe B
Terry town governnent for use as town squares, & park, a cenetery, and &

ineclvuding the structure in the last case, and one lot,




N N By ~ 1 § E L. o -~ - s £ 4 -
.ouck churches of :arpers Terry for use zg the sites of chmrches( 5 lots),

ersonzges( ¢ Iots) , erd schnolco{one lote)s Tive, ond possibly 6, buildinge
)’,
vers fonated with these 31 lotse
2. The 1RA0 S ;
2, The 1A60 Szle . .
K He ord vance D¢ wudTrzont
Un Noverber 30, and Pecember 1 and 2, 1869,’€ffered 2k
house lote, 13 dwelling end cne steble for sale at public auction,.

sing five items:

—
builaine smeire of machirerr, end the vater pover of the Fotomac,
on lalles Islands, 13 acres, with ruins of
fac and reweing of mochinery, sna the water pover of the
Srene
or. the Shenanioeh I.iver, including a ferry lot
in henandoah Street, 2nd z 68~zcre ferry lot with two
store ouses located on the south cide of the Shenandozh Iiver,
rights tn cut timber or 1,205 £/8ih scres of
monntairn ccuth gide of the Shenandozh Liver, oppeocite
T
on ord o 1,600 acres of land in the friends'Cre
werl, whi g located on the gouth shore of the Potomac Kiver zbout tvo
miles n» rpers Ierrye

~~)

vas & 158'525,05*/ Of this total, §. 1,OOO,OQL“Md been ep
05

&
the ¥rierds! Ore bznk end ¢ E37,525.05 o purchese the 1,99 zcres zt

i
jo N

afjncent to Herper's Ferry,

o 4 pa

On the baris of rampart rurmors that 3ﬁ”ouﬂ of % eaWthy indu:trlae

(3

A

ie
the water power rights of' the Potomze Sheu,ndoah
e rect new facltories at Harpers Ierry, optimism

as running high among the bidders on the days of the 1869 sale in Harmers

o Ueoe Ceeds grantineg these lote are in Nationzl Archives Croup Moo 171,
Intry 76, "weed from the United Jtetes, Urdrancc Mepartment,” 2 vols., Volo
T [e) ~ -, ~rt -t . -0

II, 7p. 071~ Z7G, 'r“ ’/¥13wvf Ll &ewuﬁyaiw Cvor . L7 7w

ettt




Terrve, The bidding was irntense znd the buildings end lote in the lover
part of the fown , periiculerly those with commerical potentisl, vere sold
2t high nricece £11 218 off_ered iterms were teken by 171 bidcders whoe

ecreed to pey a grend total of § 297,793.50 for thic property. The

Sal
itens wez@Afor the folloring prices:

1. Veter power of the Fotomac & Musket Factory Grounds: § 176,000.00

B
2. ¥iz_ter pover of the Shemandoah & Rifle Facbory grounds 30,000.C0
2. Shenandozh Diver ferry rights and 60 2CreSeescesccscnss 1,79C.C0O
i, Tirmber rights on 1,295 ;/8 D T e ceeossarssntossenncsnns 3,A00,00
Ee Iriends! Ove Eoxly, 1,600 20T€Seesesessasseasenssssassss 13,100.00
€. For 212 lots an? 1 buildings in lerpers Ferry,

S

bid by’ - ué bingers,,,«-..---.--o..-....q..-..-.... 735,303;'50”;’

TOTAL: 2}.&& Items: ) h“”“’f - T Lo S— ?97:793050 (S)

e e e

Of the purchesers, only 18 people paid cash and in full 6
for their 20 lots 2%t the time of +the sale, peying a2 totzl of § 836.00,

o

“our bidders evecuted notes znd honds due in con

Qs

One »mdred zn

e
the amount of § 297, ?96,957.50 for 185 lots and S items,

o+

two wvears in
s

Thirteen persons vho bidj»onzi‘lots refured to pay cash or sign bonds

2rnd the *itle to these lots reverted tc the United States Contrel of
211 the other items, however, passed to the apparent purchasers as soon
as they executed their bonds in December_1869. . -
1ith the exception of some 29 ftepsthe Ordnance Department appeered
to have successfully disposed of the Ul.S. Armory property at Harpers Terry

4

ir the 1869 at hich prices, The War Uepzriment, no doubt, considered this
S e LR by 2V LEil P s

¢ smechine success, but this soon proved to be a co rplete illusion

Bae to natural end mene- mzde ceuses, the 1869 sale was an unmitigst

ed
disester thet plunged both the U.S. CGovernnment and the peoprle of lHarpers
wis & . . 6 »
FTerrv lecal and egomonic morrass from which it would take 16 yea rs
R
S.'eetter SFform the k”ﬁeF Clerk of the Yer De; artment, communicating, in
corpliznce with o “enate fesclution of Uecember L l§7 information in relation
to the szle of Covernment Ww“er'tv at Larpers ‘errv( 001, in Senzte Ixecutive
Locunente, L3¢ Ceonzpess, 15t Sess:on Jerizl 106 .y .t ,UC —ocumert .0, O,
pages ¢ to 11, has 2z cetziled listiag, lot b 3 lot, of every bid, bidder, ard
the rvzymente nade or bonds signed. Docurent ezlso includes a copy of Zrovm's
1662 lep of Harper's Terry,
6. latiorel Archives Ierord Group 121, Intry 76~ "leeds frcrdwn_tea States,
e - - Leeds » hese 20 lots
liarpers Ierry, Ordnence Departrent,” IT, ppe 1 to 176 were i;ggeh”jén015 TE70.

r
7o Egiaﬁive Zyecutive "y ho. 6, Serisl o, 1580, p, 16=17= L, L, Trer
C “e I 5%,

(=3
1.4 Dvmp e N Ty < - -
nles O WTUNITCE 44 43 ecretary of War, November 7,1670, Jecords i Toite
that 12 bidders feiled to 5%3T~L§j”° on 7§ houce lote vzlued st § 7,939,00 and
Tinber rignts, valued szt § 2,000.C0
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2 SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT IIARPER'S FERRY, v SALE OF GOVERNMENT PROPERTY AT IHARPER'S FERRY. 3

NP T . :
Abetract of saleof bu:,tad Sk:“,” p "P""!{d“‘a::;l, Rear H“"I’.‘":.(: Ilﬂ "."/iv ;’ :d] gwl':"{ga'llj'““_'l‘; auction, at the town of Harper's Ferry, on the 30th of November, and the lal and 240 days of
W, 1809,15 1!',.!3!1))“" cdc 0“‘?31‘-""; py “‘"‘?;:)»”“;f‘ ‘é"'l "‘I‘;":m,d““, }!:m"-'(/ 0 S"“}“, Brown, surceyor, as per map of 1869, approved by Hon, William I, Belknap, Seerctary of
“:i,:t' providom?:; Jor the :m.;g of "lha lands, !emenla, and n'l}«'lc.'r privileges bclo;{_"lin;/ to the %:ﬂ‘?gdugde{ justruct ous from the Orduance Departwent at Wanhingtou, in p arsudnee «;7 an
<<+ " “bracing also the unsold lots and lots purchased and wot paid for, as per map and wale of 1359, tales at and near Harper's Perry, in the connty of Jefferson, el Virginia, em-

. T Notes secured by bond for—
s X 'w : Duelined 1,(‘. oar- | Wihen pald,
L Locstion aud remarke. Nawes of purchasers. | Amount. t,l;f\:«r und tuken | One year. Two years, Dateof deed, | Romarka,
s . _ i : -
5 ) ‘ Date. Amount, Date. Amount. | Fimst note. | Second note,
] P E—— » ' ‘
1663 The water power cntire of the | Capt. F. C. Adams *.. .| 6116,000 00},.... teseesseeann -+l Deo. 30, 1869 #38, 000 00| Dec. 30, 1860 [3ed, 000 « aesrneees [ PO SRR S
11 Potomao Riveras y the : . 001
4o | United States, embracing . - , ' -
C ,
b ) .
R .
Capt. ¥.C. Adams*.....| 30,0000 ................... " Dec 16,1809 | 15,000 00f Diew, 16, 1669 | 15,000 000, -eeeeerrssloeees L
R e
Jél;nxw.xkao...‘.. 1,790 00\........... - Dee, 6,1260| 83500\ Dee. 6,156 |  #35 00|.ee..ooooiou e et
LT A '4-7 -
w .
A H \

Deco 6,188 | 1,875 00 Dee. 6,1269 | 4,635 00 ..eeeeeee. . b

"13,100 00} John A, ANl and| Dec. 6,139 | 6,550 00l Dee. 61000 | 6,530 00l.eoooeee L
. Dan V. AhlL
KM:@‘Q{Aero‘, B e
-1 . having on it the Old Superin- | .
% [ londent's Office. RO i } \
" - e Renae | Dec. 6,180 | 1,012 50 Dee. 6, 1160
) O Bhenandaah,o:oosersereo .| Thomad F, Burley - ... Dee. 16,1869 | 1, #62 50| Dec. 16, 1269
g: . ?‘Rﬂ:nmlm Dee, 6,1869! 1,900 00| Dec. 6, 1869
g cnsaasndlinens [N (s S

Y C. Adams

seeran

;). seemeninnn

A IR0 )0 24 0

025 00
635 00
800 00
000 00
ty
Pl Do, 6,160 | 1,158 00| Dve. 6, vt
055 00 Dec, 6, 18691 1,042 50 Dec. 6, 139
850 00 Dee. 6, 1869 925 00} Dee, 6, 1459
100 00| ool
100 00/, Dee. 6,1869 | 2,550 00| Dee. 6, 1869
; . . ~  MoGraw, . ¢ 5 e
0] e 0.ces. L pennnn Loy P Birodle, for Bdwd | 100 00, Dec. G550 Des. 6,100
T Lo o Lueas's, jr., ' Dee. 6,1860 | 2, 049 50| Dec, 6, 1864
B00).neeeellOucensnyinanpravypanialal Dantel Aﬁme- --------- {'238 &0) Dec. 61869 | 935 00| Dee.” 6, 19
.nseselDernennecpcnsiosnenesso John Wilson............ LA Dee. 6, 1869 75 00 Dee, 6, 1e69
wveesr80iiqiinracnnr nanrasesoes| Hurret M. Neer......... pelil Dee. 6, 1369 2 50| Dec. 6, 169
aeedtoBBiranensioansyata Michael Doran.......... 160 el Dee. 6, 1869 #0 00f Dec, 6, 1269
reeesB0itiininrnaaen Doran.......... 1 Dee, 6, 1869 47 500 Dee. 6, 1869
| R Ovnansssetnacnanns --+.| Fenton V, Cockrell...... 95 00|.. * Dec. 6,189 | 1,562 50| Dee. 6, 1aib
Lota north of Shenandoah et..| Joseph D. Holmes....... 3,125 00 Dee. 6, 1369 737 50! Dec. 6, 1869
...... d0u.eipecunnienans snes..) Inabella Leisenring...... 2, 475 00 . Dee. 6 1869 517 50| Deo. 6 1eto
onnamlOueeiiiiireieiiirinnenny | Edward Tearney........ ) 720 00 d .

[PPRR . | P eeeveranrocanan fel Amea............ 330 00] {See block F, ot 1) | * 5 "o cocrmeieeens Tretbesecseecianens
% * Notes and mm F.C :dn.ms sent to Secretary(f\ \War July 15, 1372 with recommendation that Department of Justice Legin suit on sume,
. s e s A v h - .
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Abm'aot of .sale of United States property at and near Harper’s Ferry, W, Ta, mld at public auction, at the towen of Hurper's ImJ, Se—(outinued,
. ’ !‘] Notes secured by bond for ’ i
& ) : When pabl ‘
o .
g8 Location and remarks. Names of purchasers, | Amount. D:}fmidm]&y ta ‘::; One year. Two years, Dute of dm-«l.l Remurks
I E ' by— \ - e e =
g _‘% g . . ! Date, Amount. Date. Awmonnt.| Fimt note, | Second note.
- - I T - ) [} T
51g869| Lots north of Shenandoah sat..| John Wilson............ $150 00{ (See block F,lot ) | .---- .- R MRS
61869 il Thomas W. Gallagher.. 140 00| . . fes -
718690 .| Mary A, Percival........ 160 00 . - Dec. 8,
. 81868 Dorsey H. Irwin.;.; ..... 165 00|. . Dee. 618691 135 e,
I{} 1:1809) . ‘IIammGDmdmx Feercroanans 40 00|. . . 6, 186 o 11;::' 6, ll:::; 31w,
D 21 . .} Inaac 5 ¥ AR 33 R b, j MY 00 e, 8, 186 50U 00y, . .
H | 313069]- George Freeman. ........ 30 00 30 00' Dec. 6, 1469 30 00
%} e DR PAORURSOUARONOORISRRNN B o oL % PR €031 B N U IR POppU I AP
51 . Daale) 68 ... B 60
H | 6issyl. dovesen do......... 30 00|
H | 71809 .| Géorge Kaonce. . 85 00|
I ]:: . .| George Freeman 30 00[.
1 218369 .{ Louise Evans.... 31 00 }
I g P L R L L L LT TE RS PP do....... 34 00
1 ; Isaac Gilbert...... 30 00 R S N I carerann .
I- Nicholas Marmion 105 0 :
. Bl‘i(i{;et Boerley 600 00 cvnenceancecnianane| concemassenscnlonancennnn eenenasncrssliranceana.
EI“ c:)x() %ﬁl? ..... 1, 425 00|. 3 k1t .
ary ochrane. 2, 025 00{. 1, 113 50, 1869 1,119 30 reesvonn
Edith 0"Donnell. 2,215 001 1,137 g 1,137 30| Dec. & 1o7
1,000 001 Dee. 2, 10 '.inii'ib:’x'e"'s' RN
12 00l. S %...I:I:ZZZ:::Z a1, 1858 |ifaid cash,
a 1 ool N : Feb. x'u:'\'a'b i"uliéuh.'
I 105 00|, R P TLTN
I 90 m : [ 2RI P RR P R EYNY -...I'ivn'..'.u R ET RS T P
I el | t ervesnranecan [ POTOIN IO
Shenandoah st.) R .- L [TTETRP
1 31 00[ccecucenncacensnanaa g
‘IT _?g % ‘s"",)’lfﬁf,ﬁ“\f’l R Nt teanmecuncinarferananrune
3 10 00) Sarah A. McDanie 2 IR AU X April' { 1330 |Pridcash, -/
J J. Robineon Strayer..... 61 00 L T PR PYTY IYSHIUN NP P R
J \ Daniel Ames....... ver :l) tRTSTesdsasssieeresncananaacfiones sessernnidienananeen B
J do 86 00| (See block F,lot1) | ++ . s L e
J | g e .
T i e bl s B N S D [T .
L |3 George . Donder .. s o .
L g’ William M. Graham. DCO. e‘lm ansone 3 - ‘:o'u-d--.‘... ssvnesonan
N 11869 BetweenRngeaudPutnamsta. Samnuel Coleman... Deo. 6, 1869 B L 2 L PP TTTTIN PASPP P
N | 3/1869)-eeeed0trnernannnncrcncesscs.| James Warfleld. . Deo. - 6, 1869 ORISR ORI
N | 81869)..c...do. - Otiver Ball.... . 00 Dec. 6, 1869 OODPRRN NSNS §
§ 91869} .c0...d0. . }[uﬂwﬁ}{oblnwn Dec.  6,1502 R & T T R :
10] vameeel0iiaanns sesesesevsessass| James Musgrove........ . wasnes cecncrranensas| JRN. 13 1870 |Paid cash,
8 8 veensado, tannesreses sasess g::;:&ll‘r%e& ...... ceaas B c:-fsa- . Jan, 13, 1870 [Paid cash,
0 Lydia A. Kilham ... .. Deo. 618091 1 ORI N
£ ‘| Thomas 4. Kirwan...... % Deer el Jan. 97,1872 Feb. 7,1873 |(See Z 1)
P { John C. Btorm. ... 00700 00l Dec. 6, 1869 BDIPRIUII ORISR IO ENRI0! OO0
r .| Thomas A. Kirwan.. . . Dec. 6,1309 tessneasranssleennsanannsenefrannnneeravenslioneoneeny
P . . .| John Gitbert ........ > 80 00 . . Jevvanninnannn vevaneenenennplrenennanan
P =:00.uzcucsstssuseeeacas| Hurrlgon Robineon .. 30 00 Deo, JRSPUUNOURDII NP AR
b 1186900 us L 1 N I tersassnssseans 32 00 Deo. e Rt
81868].eceuntloreiiaiiioeieeeneeanns Daniol AMOs -neeeeennin 11 00
11869 .0cees0.crcnararnccccranncuresfioacecOeancn. . 5 00 k X
21869(seennr000nrrursonesncrnnans emns|ieaens@Ooarannn . 5 00 : ; ol AT B
B P o }3 38 . seeseieall ssmenrenalorresatiiiifianarenaes
'Wilbur A Winters..... 13 00 , o ‘ .
......do....................... IT)ho}niuAIeﬂ'umn ceevaes lg 88 ('S.ee.b‘l"kl‘ i “) g . 5700 S SIS S PUURURRNN S I 1. ‘
15[1868.ce v 80uiesuaareransssansnases| Daniel Ames...... . 0o 0t 1) Yacrnseasassens veserencfiitinecans]s SN SN "'u',,]",' ‘
00 eveesslBurarnniransensseasesss.| George Koonce.... . . 8 00.................... !-:' :"v-" -.»-..q:............... T T o, {.?:.‘?'lm.o f‘.'.l.d......‘
171800110 od0soniaoles o) Daglel Ao 7 901% (oo block , lot1) D LT [CERSHONAN NS AP SORONAISION | % NS T T Y 507 PSP
19,18 .go..,'..' (eﬁil{)ge KAOO\%?te -’égg .(.880\)1 k"'ic;t 5) v““""“"" Ay ""'nj*'--n--- vevrigssac]immactnnnnaniifiannntesnapnaclaroansraranen|eranarnans
[y ROHBEH e eav 10, s isenrrnnrvonnnvennss ur A. RIOTB..vees 00, &a areamerasfs sefeararerendsenrfinananssnnfinnsancascsenslinccngrengnnne
1608 North of g atreet. ...,/ Daniel Armos 0. 11122 4800 (oo blook 1ot ) PI:?;.,..,.,.Z gy Feb 16,160 Pald cash,
80M ceneslOieraernesnossassonnrans las u-mion sevrsranncliascincncasensliargryiase) donreciaraririiansarnyrennsafeonnennas -
]}§ i veressl0irennncngnrasnrencsnsnsfinceasflOoeciniioniias 51 00 (seoblookl,lots) 3 ;.,H» Bia et M R e R B Aty ¥ seaeferenunenes
R 4188 eprosrlOiecannicaccrsanannnnen, PP | [ SR aeesen 60 00] ALLET I LR sos]anennn L R T P R A Y ; .
B | 5180010 ol Lo s e e anessi| dohn L. Walsh.oooiion 51 00 (Bee blovk A, ot 6) R . ’ . neseecfieaennaon.
[ S £ - - B —————— N .-“."\."" tfecnvenca """‘““""" tesesssnseiinnsennennsane -q-.llin:s.';' ‘;-.l.'..‘b‘: 0.;.".‘."'
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Jhlrcct of sale of United States property at and near Harper's Ferrvy, W hr.,sold at public auctwn,at the town of Hurper's Ferry, §c.~Continuned,

i

Notes secured by bond for—

: When paid. .
Declined 1 j
Location and remarks, Names of purchasers. | Amount. chaser and taken One year., . Two years. Dateof deed. | Remarks.

&

@]

]

E by
H )

&

! Date. Amount, Date. Amount.| Flmt note, | 8econd note,

H .

sflevecnoneas

seemsncssssncn|increvenarsncs

§ises) North of Ridge strvet -....... Jicholas Marmion....... #25 00] (See block . Jot 5) [ Severssarens-fonnn.
Ames.... . }(S«-h]ock}‘.\otl) ;...n.n-.......

aseasssenn sefenprecocenunns

weueemansrennsfisonnrenne

Jun. 13,1870 {Paid cash.

fesrssniens]s

«{ Traeman, W. Potterfield, n . —es Jennivannes ;
D-\'i&M kkn .......... 16 00| (See Yot 4) -........ [yrerarans

}(Seebloc'k}‘ Yot 1)| vernne - . TN (SN ISP ceens D ETTTTTPIRTI DRVIPPA

csasasanessnsaiosnencanna

Vavbenns ceafen aeaglrrevrresciaans sensranrvefannernsrreresstenansisascnnsnlasrnsnsaaresaajoesnescans

}(Seoblockﬂ Yot 7,|:

4
Hill) ' : i
............. ! e T e Jan, 18,1870 [Pald cash.
"See lot 3. nor Senenans RN P, ‘i,...,n..... serssesinfiinnaaieesJossess s s ] May 13,1670 [Paid cash.

2250 Dee. 61800 BRI .iviniiieenfiiinnnen i ereneeaes
34 00, Dec. 6, 1869 H 00 i vieiencoaralieronncencnaes

...r.u.n.n..-n-.....-fu-n-uu-. sescnaentsrsnsiencsanssnssfecfesanaccnns i g ¥
! .

A , north
1weo . Ded, 6, 1868 600 1ennierienns

cevemeses o g

lorsacsansvanne

e Dee. 6, 88' R R N S T
. b . (,
. i . cy ‘
Wilbar A, Winters ..... 83 68 (SecthkQ.loﬂ) lemvivayesssaes varessesvafirrsasiansenne]isvesasnsctivonrercareancfrorrensonsnnnslinecsosnssanacjosonnniann;’ 7
b . o B . . s .

R
.

didddd acds oHd MEE ZRRIzEER Imock.

B (Sec block €, Yot T1)] [ro==savomevsstfornnsasncontesunnnnnglonneenandinetseesanendirsnasssien. T TR A T PR R S I S
: 9§ e e

P. H. Strode, for Mmself
and otber beirs of Ed.

.

v - 50 00 Avm Jacksou......| Dec. 6 1869 23 00 Dec. 6, 1669 e ARt N
w § Dec. 6, 186% 3 00, Dec. 13,1671 | Dec. 13,1871 | Jan, 10,1878 [.ccvvrren. i
X T e, ceenreaes cesenpesntenns [P
z }: Jan, 1008 P e
z 3 cash, b
] 15 [Paid cash. L
2 2 . T, ﬁ,
H : :
2 6 .- : . '
2 P [ P, cesasens cevieresacanes 13, 1870 [Paid cash.
‘ 1: - ’-.;r.....“' .J-i;: ..... »een i;n-i-d-é;-.i‘-.
AA 1,235 00/ (Ses BIock T 1ot 1) Llrovereameareralonoarsseefomrenssnsnsefssessrerasfocmcmracasneacliiananersonnnafovrcanasannsesfsnesranes
"AA
VY L3
AA |4 20 b
AA |5h 310 0
AA t‘l .| Michael Tearney........ 400 . :
AA | 7186 Thomas A. Kirwan...... 250 004, vaee resmeessy . . P Y P
. AA 138! Russel 10 . M -] A
AA | 9186 B I T | T e D L 15 L
AA [10138 600
BB 135 00! (See ot 34, Wager || crarsaseracnna|increeanediraneniiaienaianneenndeirericninnifisconmenancca]econcnnnniaess
BB | 2188
BR | 3136 ;gg
BB | ¢ 160
BB |5 250
BB | & 50
BB | 71868 21000(Seelot34 Wager
‘ reservation.) i
BB ! 81869
BB | 918
B 101
C | 118
CC | 218 .
. UC | 31868 Edmond H. Chambers. .. ‘
L
CC | 41869...... [ P Thomas T. Earnshaw. . ‘
DD | 126 B«tween Fﬂlmoreand Chn stal Johu Bﬂluuu ...........
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Adbstract-of sale of United States property at and near Harper's I(rry, IT. Fa.,s0ld at public auction, at the town of Harper's Ferry, fc.~Continned,

l : : —— ;
i ! . : Notes secured by bond for— ' \ t |
P E " Wheun pak,
(B . . Declined by paur. || - .
z Location and remarka. Names of purchasers, | Amount. | chaser and taken || One year. Two years. . k j Date of d""‘]'! Retmarks.
- .= Vi b\ had ’ B
g 12| =
5 82 i Date. Amount. Date. Amount.| First note. {Second note.
e e H . i
| . . e : =
DD ‘.'11569 Bolwt‘eulillnu)ruan‘dclz\y sta. | Edmond I, Chambers. . . #250 00| (See bLlock H ) 1Y 3 J80 K IR FORRSPRIIIN PRSPPI IR BRI R
: Camp HilL_) '
120 00 (Seelot 8, north of | ' eeeeeerrameceifeeervainedeneecaianeeidieieeniacdiresrinienecdoieenaniannn.

Shenandoaki st.)
240 00
HO 00
190 004
130 00
140 00

E Dec. 6,1869 489 50; Dec. 6,1869 439 50|
! Dec. 6,1869 25 00 Dec. G,1869.  2500..............

23 and 4)

Colored M. E. Cburch.

GG 1860 eeedoeenennee oo Ellen King. oo, ... 140 00,
GG wluﬁo‘....,.do...-................... Abrabam Clemmer...... 200 00I z&:g{&ct %’l!?tl:'& i

| "2 3. and 4) i e
GG | Sheew T2 Mol LI ol Fitzpatrick ..., - 1§ (Hew block By, |

&
88

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,,, lesasaosennane [snsancesus|osecennvcrcvnclesoncrornclodoncanovscnnsfrasnensvevecnslrasparensacnnsloncocasen,

eetjrnnrensssnsereirnnsecanee

. Polls. .
-+.| Mary 1. Earoshaw
. Heng G. Rownon ...
L.Slwwbrhlge vee
Ames......, .

- Van. 13, 1950 | Paldcash: '

D T P P T PR R T PETS PR T T Y Sy

..... tresstuccnnnye

RN L s

2BEREEsasR

ellOeeiiniiiaann..

%{}(Mlamkr OrH L
g&- .| . Dee. 61869 52 50i Dee. 6, 1860 543,

sonscocesscves|apgannnsasncnrelensrencnes

Dec. 6,1869]. 40 00| Dee. 6, 1869 .
195 00) Dec. 6,1869]° 100 00/ Dec. 6, 1869 PL S ] P P

.- 6, 600 00} Dec. 6,186 600 00| Oct. 4, 1870 | Navy. 27, 1871 Deo. 5,387 Levernnnys 10
Do 5o y |2 ST R 43 et [ easie,

sassacensliccrnanconvece|urenrinraa

Dec. 6,1869( 135 00| Deo. 6,1869|  13500..ccveuernrensfinnnnnn. SOV FOUVIPPS RPN PIIRUIURN
Dec. 6,1868| 343 50| Deo. 6,1868| 343 50)euruvuancrans|raraneennnnnes|onnagencarnnssooapnacere

N D P AN [ TTY T

-3
o

NS R
2, o, O.F. 00},
Wﬂlhm‘e Ber..vouon... ;:I’g
.| Thomas A. Kirwan,..... 120

...... [ S 150

.............. vesmmecanlrrocnescrcansisnens ctosienane

oroensllOuirecerencnnnan.. .

g
i
§
£
i
5
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R Y R LYY T T T YRy

{

nuwepongennas] {ectaressrvasnsiovonaciasin.

0ueeegrencrntanacanson. :
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(SeeblockAA ot 6)

, Rod e
Si?{ny D. Gru%b..

sessavserpen e

BRI
cepnos 0..--.., revessemnirnanes lllo..-.
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‘.....do......‘..,...,,,.q..." cxveaslDiege tnnenerenn,..

eernel0cnncvnancspvoniispegeds| James Weaver...... P

roesellOinnenannais

camonnoc

esssacrans

covamsvsseprrensegen

srsmsaensenyesessran

D TS E

: creerereprasanapnans
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ssasxsa§§§§E§s§§§§§ES§QE§E§§§E§
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LL1BO0. oo eeallOurrrraacaiotnsraroncer|ernnentlOsnanmmon eommmens

1 seeeellOisrpynncnonsrasanarcass] runes €10, ...............,, .

h .....d:.......‘....‘.......... Caspar Hateell ....,.....| ~ Dec. 6,1860 3 repesesreraaailicarceneyecaa.

B e P 8 A. Kirwan,...., Johu G.Mltohell,. Dec. 6,1860 6, 1869 T8 00eaiaoneartvarsfemrnocinosenncecioanse sonsvannan
B P s Olire:lKemp............ AR L T § B Er O T R TCIUET FOTTL PY TR C ST T RTATIO P R TSI P TV I Jan. 13, 1870 Pald cash.
wosee A ab LR L Y Y PP LTS . s o > )
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Abatract of wale of United Statex property af and near Harper's Fervy, W, Va,osold at pablicanction, al the towen of Harvper's Ferry, .f‘l'.‘—('mllium-d; :

i
..... e e S Tl L S -
| ] : i Nuten sectized by o fore wint
| g I . Dectimd by pur- ! et ‘ . - ‘ When pald, . ;
| = Location aid renarks. y Numes of pichisers, (7 Amount, i chunerund wken ! One year, P Fwo years, R ’ Date of deed,
. s . ’ B .Y v . ' . K
Rk | B
2 13 = ! : i Date. i.\umum.'} Date. Awonnt.” Fieat note, © Secom] note,
2 =2 i i - e e —
T T - T 1 T N ‘ R T | i . ‘ ¢ e
LL | r e Casap Bl L, L, veternraraas eeet Dursey 1L Erwie. ... &0 0 ) (SeclotBnorthof . L L N ' : . :
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L1, lllrli9|......|lu.............................u»...‘ ....... ( [ T B, L DU ION FEr S,
LE. [vagistols 220 bl L e ¢ T - < TR
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MM ) Spiniy), | Willlmn B, Chambers. . .. .o Dees g, 1869 25 Dee, 6, Tagy ceveelirevenieinenisfivarienna
MM 10{106y) sanie Lo MeCarty. ...... A R LT O SRR AN -+ Jan, 13, Puid cash,
MM Letlonneiiiiiciisceaneea . Thomandeflorson. .. ... . p Dee. 4,1 9! % Dee, 6, 1860 IRIPYTTOPRUPPPUIIN PP
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SUMMARY

CHAIN OF TITLE FOR WAGER LOT NO.

1. April 25, 1751 to October 15, 1782: Robert Harper,

2+ October 15, 1782 to October 10, 1835: John Wager, Sre and Jr.,
and the heirs of John Vager, Jr.(1813-1835),

3. October 10, 1835 to




B, Chain of Title for  U.5. Lot Noel, North of

Shenandoah Street, and Bldgs Noo 15, 1751 = 1953¢

S s 3

The land that was to include the future sites of the Uede

Armory at Ferpers Ferry, U.S. Lot No. 1, North of Shenandosh Strect,

and also the Lower Towm of Herpers Terry, vwas

LIl

acquired by Robert Harper, a mill=siright from Pernsylvznia; on April
1
25, 1751,. in a deed for 125 acres, from Lord Thonmas Fairfax,

Robert Harper died at %’@rpers Ferry in October, 1782, and bequezthed this

125 acre estate to his niece, Sarah Harper, the deughter Jr his vrother
b4 iy v 2 v

Joseph Harper and the wife of John Wager, Senior, of Philadelphia,

On June 15, 1796, with the exception of six acres retained in the "Six

Acre Reservation" and an additional three-guarters of an acre situated in
the "F;TTY Lot", John Wager, Sr. sold the balance of the estate, about

118% acres to the United States Government for $ 7,016.66 to be used for
the purpose of establishing a National Armory at Harpers Ferry to manufacture

ams . DR s e ot e s

S

1. Fairfax Yeed to Robert Harper,
Book 6, p.l:96, for 125 acres, in Virginia State Library,
Va., dated 26 Septemver, .
Reservation Division, %
(ms). National Archives

hpril 25,1751, Northern Neck Grants,
Richmond, Vae.

2, Last Will of RgbertlHarper of Berkeley County,
1762, Office of the Judge Advocate Ceneral, Military
Keservation File, "est Virginia, Box li1, Harpers Ferry
gECOI‘d QTOUP 1530 :526?_@ pI‘Oba_:t,ed _j‘n Berkeley CQunty’ Ve, Oct e 15’ 1782.
. 'O ' A U J
3s Copy of hqrranpy eed, “ohn VWager, Sr, et ux, Berkeley County, Va., to the
,gn%t?é St&tgg, June 15,1796, Fatioral Archives, R.G., 121, Public Service
uullOL"}gg H;{;pers Fefr}r Laminated Material (IS).
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of dongressionel =nd court action to extract thenselves. During
Peveterrton i the
most ol this period the economic and industrial of,town of Harpers
)

HOA

Lia & Netural Disaster, the Flood of 1870:

On ‘riday September 30, and Saturday, October 1, 1870 th

greatest flood in the history of Zarper wev'ry struck the town, when

the Shenandozh River went on a rampage. " E very house on the
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block B, Shenandozh Street, upstream or west] to the Island of

L4
irginius wes efither entirely destroyed or badly injured.”

Some L2 lives, including 20 at Shenandozh City, were lost in this

Yany of the reople who purchesed UeSe lots along Shenandozh Street
in 1869 vere heavy losers, The fine brick stable, cimilisr in design
o the John Brown fire engine house, sﬁanding on Lot 2, Block F,
Shenandoa h Street, and on vhich John G. Wilson had bid § 1,800, was
orpletely desuroved The brickAgmery Dwelling House Noo L, standing on
: Elock ¥, Shenandoah Street, for whlch Damiel Ames had
vid § 1,650, wac badly damageds Yrs, Harriet !, Neer had purchased
ant

"L

1
o

. lot No. 1, Block G, Sherandozh Street, for $ lSOo‘O and jusit
finished erectédz e new f“gma livery stable, LO by 20 feet in size,
éu [T S TRVEFURS SNM?‘“ C‘lwa‘d
a2 cost of £ 250.0Ce e 1lcCraw, who had purchdsed Armory
Dwelling Noo No 2, on Lot 3s Block B, Shenandozh Street, reported

that the flood waters cracked the brick wzlls and raised the ’LOOTQ:

Cn Hovember 1,1870, 25 of the purchasers of U.2, loty ﬁewho

lived in the lover town wrote to the’ Secretary of Wer appealing for
& suspension of the first pszyreat on their notes, which were due on

December 6,1870, wntil = - Congress could take 2ction on this problem,

-3

he

f’)

iticens advanced two reasons for th nooreguests

vriting with regerds to the flood: "We are overwhelmed by the most
terrible ca Jlamity wvhich could at any time be the fa_te of any

Joseph Barry, "The Sirange Story of Herper's Terry, With Legends of

the Surrourding Countr, (1903~ 7th Keprint, Shepardstovmn, WV., 1S7L),

Pe 16Lo A vivid zccount of the flood will be found on pp. 161=-169,

e The sad éiﬁ of these individusl locses are to be found in National \
.rchives frecord Group Hoe 101, Public Buildings Service, Intry 76, P
“eceords concerning the Harpers Terry Abztement Uz
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etter to ‘he Secre tary of War,dated Nove 23,1671, Damiel ames
ported that he hod put the house on Lot 1, BZlock F, Shenandoah Street, |
n rerfect rerair, znd before it had been occupied a o“uhitheaﬁ Orﬂ:t”uv :?
daraged by the | flood to the extent of & 2,500, ...compell lmmgglgue
aire of szbout & (O to prevent vitier destrucitloh.”Cencte yoc.é,r,_\.u€rlal
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Yeormmurity, nemely, by the flood. This arful disaster is well known to the

-

vorld, =z.nd needs no corment on our part than for to state that our business
has been therefrom paralyzed, our debicors unable to meet their engagements
to us, &nd the people without money to restore themselves to thelr former

e

condition; and besides this, we vho are able or have anything beforehand
are delly solicited or volunteer to relieve the destitute in this extremity

to the full extent of our severzl abilities in their urgent wants. These ;
are our neighbors and friends, and no excuse will answer in this emergency.““o

r . - . - . 2
tTheir second reason for requesting delay in the collection of payments
is discussed in the secﬁ%ﬂom that follows]e
Thétr petition was DN T oforw9rﬁed,é%g

SN - - o .

.- N

Ao Mo Fitzmiller, Rounsel for the parties, to Bvi, Brig Gen. A. B. Dyer
Chief of Ordnance on November L,1370.  Dyer sent the petithon to Secretary

f Wer Williem W, Bellmap on liovember 7, requesting instructions as to
1 ; .
e tolen 11 the Secretary of Va_»r did rnot response

Y% citizens of Harpers-Ferry, in effect
unoffically received the re:uested suspension of payments. In 2 second
letter to the Seceetary of Wer or this problem, deted June 21,1871,
‘hief of Ordrance Dyver evplained ! g%%no instructions were communicated to
me ir pursuance of of my reguest déAf ovember 51 I have tzken no
ection toward enforcing the payment of the one«yezr notes last

.
o
ecemeer, and all of them remein unp"lao
"It is believed that no ser aq‘wfzi result to Government by letting

these notes lie over until the two-yeer noted become due next December; znd
I repsectfully recommend thet relief to this extent be granted to thes

18} s
Fs =
. 17
o 1.04_ 3

wf merordalists, fler consulting with the Judge 4dvocate Genersl,

4]

Y < - r I - 3 7 ! 3

the Secretary of Wer approved .. .7 . on June 3,1871 the policy of

suspending the collection, provided that the sureties should formallv znd
e 13

in vriting assent to ,such azgreement,
The Ordnance Bepartment thus made no forcezble effort to collect

10, Senate Iremutive Document Ko, 6, Seriszl No, 1580, pe 13,
110 —-bia-u}’p‘ 153 1‘%

12. o5 e L4

13._Thid., 16, 17.
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Poyments for 1869 sale, 1869-1885) , Some 98 purchasers with bonds
&N <la,. - 178 lote owed the United States Government:fsome ¢ 272,107.50

on this prorertve It was clear the War Department had a major problem

The first hint of the inpending nenecreated problems, perheps,
came in the same letter of hovember 1,1870 from [ ~ . 25 Harpers Ferry
citizens appealing for a suspension of forceable collection of cne
ar notes thet came due on December 6,1870, in part, beczuse of the
flood damzge to the property in their towne The petitioners also

lledged that perhaps fraud or misleading information had induced them

Q

J
[
el
]
n
$4
ot
3

d
to bid such high prices zt the 1869 sale, They wrote: " Ve 7
in videlyespread rumor and the coRroll oreting statements of Claptein

[ rancis Fo] Ldams," that it wae"the intention end purposes of the

he water power of the Potomee and Shenandeah Liver,

T ased for ¢ 206,000], vere without delay, to reconstruct
reluable factories and buildings on the lends heretofor ovmed

be a2 very good invesitment for business purposes in the future, and conseCuently
ve did bid cff our resnective lots at nrices largely in excesss of their

ralue under esny circumstances then those to refered to."

The rezning of this ie," they continued," that the undersigned have

beer: grievously disappointed by the parties from vhom it was supposed

better things would be expected," Usptain Adams and his group of

"privete capitalists" had failed to take any steps to develop the

water pover et Harpers Ferry which they now controlled, i)

ith the benefit of hindsight, it is clear thet the fetal flzur

{

in the sele of 1869 wze due to the provision in the Lct of 1868 which
+

c"'
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erms of easy credit end required
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89 cesh down peyment, Thus Ceptein Francis C. Adams and the band of
oy
B3

eculators thet he headed, wvere 2ble vithout putting one cent down, +~
: Vto control of the chief industrizl resources 0§HHarpers Yerry, famel;
the vater pover of the Fotomac and Shensndozh Rivers, ang‘iands of the
actory and U.S. Lifle Tactory, for ; paper bid of § 206,000 -
& sum that they were unable to pay and indeed, had no intention of

ever develeoDing these industria ] properties.
George Po Fisber, U.Se District Attorney for the District |
cepitalists" and
June 11,1873,
“Phillips. the deputy

Bistrict , thet the sureties have not enough nroperty in
or elsevhere, to my knowledge, to reponse to more than one-

&

of Frencis C, Ldems totallin S 209 ,705.00 for the wster power of the

emount of s2id purchase-money[ three bonds totalling

Potomar and Shenandosh Eiver and for Lots 2 and 5, Block L, Shenandnzh Street]y

13 i . :
'z, Ficher noted: "ihe sureties on the bonds given for
L} are Clinton Llovd, the chief clerk of the
Clerk of the Iouse of Fepresentative; William B. *ebb, = member of the her of
r i Cartney, now deceased, formerly the disbursing

clerk of the Post=07fice Department. Some two years ageo Mclartney defaulted ,
hecane enn irmete of the lunatic asyl nd died about 18 monthe 2co utterly
insolvent. Wekb hes property ir th1L Bi rict assessed at & 9,199% sgainst
wrich, 1 believe, there 2re no liens; ond Lly d as an assessment of § 10,2LL,

about one-ha

<r
o

subject to 2 lien for a large portion of that emount, sz
; ,

&}

ife
The same parties znd neo others are surdties in the second bond, for $ 30,00
[on the weter power of the Shenendoshl]e Adams has no property in this
District, so far as I can learn. 1he sureties on the third bond, for
¢ 176,000 [for water pawer of the Potomec], are the same, with the zddition
of Sarmel P, “rovm, J. ¥, Fitzhugh, Nathariel Wilson, and George Ho Plaat.

s ~ . - . . . -
lermn hag ar asseserert of some § 115 200, but it is so involved

rnzke the morer on executions already cuvt aczinst him, Vilson is acsefised 2t
v St o o b = e

é 1 g T . - . .

$ 14,5773 Fitzhugh at © 1,000; 2nd 2e to Brown, it is ewfficisnt for ne 1o

say thet Lhe Covernment le glrsacdy driver to withholdine his egoleary as

cormicsioner of the bozrd of puhlic wvorke in order tn make good his oun defaul

o vr e . » 1 -~
2 navv-sgent Aurine the var, His Aeflcit, 2e such; is over & 40,000, T¢
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SCHEUDLE OF COLLECTIONS FOR THE DECEMBER 1868 SALF OF PUBLIC
m ™

LOTE L1D EQUSLS AT THE U.n, ARIIORY AT HARPIRS FERRY, W, Vi,

ons @ Lalvia

L. Gollected in accordance with the Orisinel Terms of the 1860 Sale

=
YEAR _ Buyers Lots Houses | Amount Paid - femarks
1870 19 26 0 $ 1,189,00
1871: 1 1 1 1,200.00
1872 ¢ 5 6 2 3,297.00
Total: o 33 3 ¢ 5,686,00 (1)
Tnoludes § 22 e1?
2277 1 1 0 .00 [ lneneses
1880 - 1 ¢ 281 [t
TOIEL: 27 35 3 $ 5,777.83 [ ¢ 25.L3 in interest
Bd By U.S, Bistrict Lots bid on by CoFe
2 0 1,090,00 .
dourt_for W T4, S Adens in 1669
G wéﬁgcggi% & O. 1 1 0 500 o00= %578—Byﬂfles Island
. 1ii23%§fg |30 38 3 ¢ B8,367.93 | Subtotal
CLEES :
1879 11 12 3 & 6,560.05
1880: 18 25 3 3; 108,30
SURTOTAL: 29 37 6 9.,668,.35
1885 cases: 6 7 1 905,00
TOTAL ABLTEMENTE 35 Ll 7 $ 10,573.35
CRLND TOTAL ,
1870~ 1880: i 65 82 10 3 17,941.78

(1) This totel of ¢ 5,686,00 is 2lso the figure used in the Committee on

Military Affairs! “eport of Jamuary 11,1873 on the state of the property
sold 2t Harpers Ferry in 1869 collections,1869-1872, in House of Kepresentatives?

Peports, Li?d Congress, 3D Session,1872-73, Vol, 1, Serial No, 1576= feport

Noe 21, Pele

C



the Secretary of Wer in 1838, “ow CTalmli
: G Lla TORES @A/ AJOVAK

line vest,

}»

ssoclates held control of the chiel industrizl
¢ 288, 905.00 of the totzl of
ing unpaid bonds, the United States Covermment
decldec Lo move first sgeinst this group Yo reestablish the title the
United States to thiis property so that it could be resold to bona fide
"‘U'V'r-rw cerg <
Ae The Strus-le in the Courts: , 1870~ 18761
In July 20,1872, Secretary of dWer Uilliem U, Zellmap requested that
the T2, &btorney-Uenerel institute snit irmediately ageinst Fracnis Co
B ; . | ~ -~ jodlyd
Leoms R4he sum of 209,705 due " three bonds. - .. On Febrvery 3, 137

in the U.S, District Court ageinst Ldems, Subeguent to the bringing of

suit  in L.ls, 2 conference was held in Washington by the Litorney Cene

n? 4re nited Stztes, Ceorge H, Willisms, George P, Ficher, N, Coff, th
UeS, District Litorney for West Virginia, and the counsel for the sureties of

Ironcie C, Ldams. Th

p
Covernment, vould not pr

he B.& 0. must either pcvup or find

letter objected to 2 decree, but agreed thet if tl

‘_J
4]
jo N

1 o - A - ’ b
15
%
roup of Yeapiteliste" - 3dven%ureréf reves
the Herpers Terry - . . property was not to

¥timore 2nd Ohio Railroad Company, whose

wsket Foctory Yard under right of oy

s the T,S, Attorney for the District of Columbiz, broucht suilt

thie

pat it

erel

ne

oceed 4o 2 szle under 2 decres to enforce t_he vendorts
>

llen for the entire porchase-money until the determination of a2 cleim mode by

the baltirore and Ohio Railroad Company, they would acknowledge service of
procecs and thus ex%%ide the suit, The sureties of Adams were informed that
the Government hed decided to press for a decree for ithe enorcerent of the
12 2 E

- - B : -
15.Letter of the Litorney Ceneral, liay 6y 127, irn Sene xecy
L -
Vo : - e C K [ 2. £ %1 el b 1 g -~
»1: (,Opgwﬂcssj Leg “eSE_OT}, ,.)er‘)‘—]_ Lo j_E‘Cl} ~0C o I"{Og }Eg ;e {/0
S

inst the DBaltimore and Chio kailroad Compeny,

lien, and irmmediately after obtaining it, to institute Sroceedings to quiet
r

oA
and

« . ,
te Executive Documents,



>

-

nle until after the decision of the issue between the Governmen
and the »rzilrozd company, so that the hest price could be had for the

pz"npa?“tgfa

Sults in equity were filed hy YN, Goff, the U.S, District Lttorney for
west Virginie, apainst Adams and his sureties in the U,S. District Court for
that State in July 1873 for the purpose of enforcing the vendor's lien,
L cdecree was ha. d from that court in 5=“tnmbo” or Oc +ob\,,1kk,, for the

cele of the property,I; each case, the sale to be made by M. Coff, s trustee,
&4 e time to be fixed by the future order of the court,

Frior to Februery 1873, the Baltimore and Ohio Lailroad Company hed

brought suit in 2 Stete Court of VWest Yirglpia to quipﬁ its title to its
right of way across the U,S, usket Factory yerd st Harpers ferry, vhich hed
been gold hy the United Tteotes to Adams. The railrozd company argued that
2s ite main line, built under the 1838 agreement with the Yecretary of War,
vas constructed on "fill" ple % werd of the original bank into the
Potomac kiver, and beczuse the Stete of Maryland claimed jurdisdiction
high weter merk on the orig
erylend " .

nd not 77Uk
o)

- -
30 grant of right

[

of wzy to the existing main line, Tbe reilroad company further ' argued

that their 18L1 purchase of part of Patrick Byrnes's Island in the Potomac
1

n
geve them title to their main line throwgh the Mmeket Tactory vard, under

the l=rrlend deed for that island.. By December 1874, this suit had been
determined in favor of the railrozd comprny. This decision not only
elimiroted the clzims of Irancis C, hAdams to the main line tract, but it gle
meent thet the water power of the Potomac 2t Herpers Ierry did not belong
to the United States, azg improvements that the r&&lroad company made to
to mein line track 2.4 Herperes Ferry, in the form of culvertj fill, e tc,
to i {flov of water in the old Armory Cansl.
ct attorney for West Virginia instituted
:d States Yistrict Court at Wheeling, W, Vo, ,
Trencis C, Adems and his sureties, to
he property sold to Ldams by the
Court upholding the velidity of the
S §%n‘ : vrmarized ir bepatehieport Moo 566, pp.2=l, deted January
20, 1070, Senate feports of Committees, Vol, 1, 13rd Conzress, ?nd Session
L87L=75, Serizl Lo, 16 032, hkotusl ¢ T “om g




’59% 95%?

of™ray through the U,.S. Musket lactory tract at Harpers Ferry on the
& jree s f
basis of the November 5th,1\§38 betveen Josel R, Poinsett, Secretery
of Wer, and Louis lclane, ¢resident of the B & 0o REe Cooy 2nd not
: e

by virture of the September 18L1 deed from Patrick EyrnesﬁAThe Court
zlso found thet the U.S. Government intended thie grant of right of
vey to be a permament one ag long s it vg_s used as g railroad, thus
freeine the reilRged compeny from any claims of ovnership by Francis
Ce Ldams, Tinally, the Court found that the United Stetes held complete

title to the veater powver righite of the Potomoe 2nd to the lnskel Tactory

troct, thus

Company end clearing away all clouds to the title of the main assests
16 Sakey ‘

¢t Herpers Ferrye TIinally, =iy vears afier the 69A the United States

once esgain held full title to the water power of the Potomac »nd

Shenandozh Livers snd their relsted 65 acres of land,

In Pepterber 1876, acting »s trustee for the U.S, District Court

of vest Virginia, N, G off sold Lots lo. ? and 5, Bl oek 4., Shenandoah
Street, for vhich F., Co Adams he a total of & 3,705 in 1869, to
17 .Lhe Un3+ed Qté tes repurchas

/

two purchacers for 2 totzl of
the waoter “vﬂn*q tf t he Potomzc a

Cas

. -

0”0 and rebéi? 3 the .

oo
[N

17, . ‘hiefr C 5 of uuqtlce, Of;lce of the
Solicitor of the Ir to Solicitor of the iredsury George F,
Tlalbot, Nationzl A ch'ves Record Group 121, Harpers Ferrv Cese Nb,

155. Letter included in James N, Noffsinger's Contributions Towards

a Yhyeical History," pp. 181= 18L, 17A-Senate Eeports of formittees

1@83~§h, Vol. 7, Serial No, 2179, Deport Ho, 770~ pele

?S.Contlnuea, regarding these quesﬁion,DPPember 1?,187? to lhoy 6 187w,

18 published vith "Letter of the Attorney-Ceneral, ley 6,167%,1
e

T

Senate Lyecutive Documents, L3d Congress,

lst ﬁoqsion, Se
and Pz ort Il

~
S, o races . ]
°1, Public Dhliél gs Service, Harpers

Document No, LB, Part 1, 15 pages
léoﬁatﬂona .rchives fecord Croup

z
—L ey
-'“",pr":"‘ . ™ . 3 T
Ferrt tateriel, Printed pamphlet,$ paged. "District Court of the United
Stotes Tor the THetric of West Vircinic, Upinion of the Court, lov,l7,
175, dn the Case of tre United ~istes ond J*ho_ Vs, tne —oltimors ong
Chio Neilroed Tormpery, 4L1f0 printed pemmnlet, 13 nages. citevement of
Ports in the Harper's Ferrv Cere=The Government Vs, The Zzltimore and Chio
bre Fe C ame, , blished after the Nov. 17,1875 decision
[ of the U, ourt f Viest roinis These documents are in cluded in
\ = N i P < a . . . % 3
' James P, Koffsincer,"“srmers Terry, “est Virginia, Contributions Towsrds
e T . e )
PN s h s ol K¢ p !




1878 .
onodune 15,757%, the United States sold Byrnes Islard, wich contained #bouvt
77 acres, "8
+0 the Zaltimore and Ohio kailroad Compsrny for $ 500,00,
1860 10%
™ 2

s about . ; years after the 1869 sale,
- A eeded in 1) o . .
the United Stotes had succeeded in legally disposing only 35 items,

including 3 houses, for a total $ 5:777.93 among 27 purchasers,

(See Chart lio. §, page 1§~ schedule of payments ).

S+ill uncollocted and unsetiled were the bonds in the amount

for 18& IOﬁS or 1tems° The United States Government nov moved +o

5 retitioners of Herpers Ferry'nad advised that they intended to petition
Congress gt its next session in December 1870 "for such relief in the
eem constitutional and just to grant us under the

~
4

Premises 2¢ it mey d

circumstencess' 19 Two such bills were int®&lced into Congress,

one on December 19,2270 end the other on larch 7, 1871, but neither of
20

these metured into law In 1872 and 1873, the citizens of Harpers
f znd seversl ballSwvere introduced that
lezsed from their purchases bj hhe surrender

O.,

Ferry cortinued to seek reli
provided thet ther could be r

e
el
of their lots ianeturn for th
a

e capcelment of their bond‘““““”mhese also
o1, na 1675
failed to pess. In 187h&two bills were introduced which vould have
authorized the Attorney Cenerel of the United States to adjust the clg ims
<

of the U.S. Covernment uron the purchasers of property at Harperds Ferry,
Neither of these wers enacted into law, 22 I'fforte were continued vwith =

. Q . L.
out success until 1878 5 vhen “measure W%MF finzlly enacted into law and
- ¢
approved on June 1&,1878. 23

*

18,4 Nationzl Archives R.G. 121, Publie Buildings Service, Entry 58

"Warrenty Deeds to Land Conveyed by the Ordnance Department, 1830-2927 (L vols),

'ol. TIL, Do 555, for deed,
v . v < 3 -

be Ixecutive Document No. 6, pe 13, Yerizl No, 1580,

f’j‘o 16

o

o1 N SO . . o

L. Eorate fenort Yo, 556, Yerial No. 1632, pe P, January 26,1875,

20, Trid.and fouse “eport lo, 615, verizl lio, 16726, lay 27,187L,
“-g‘“ 1 Ty o -

23, Senate “eports No, LL5, “erizl No, 1790~ ey 29,1878,
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The Actof June 1, 1878 (1) avkhorized the Solicitor of

e
the lreasury, by and vith the consent of the 5ecretarv of ¥er, to cancel

o2

contracts vith and release zll purchesers of lots at the Ha pers Ferry
sale of 1869 from their purchaces, vhenever these buyders had qul.t =claimed.

and released their lots to the UOS. Government by deed in such form zs

may be required by the Solféitor of the lreasurv, Also such gquit

claims and rel ensec had to be executed and tendered to the Uecret'w'v o*

War vithin fo Aonthsf"om the passage of the act, that is, DV~-

October 1, 1878, (2} The Solicitor was authorized to offer for sale 211
o

such lots that had had their titles properly cleared under step 1.

(23) 1Tn S licitor was zlso avthorized to lease any of the Harper#s
Perry property for any term of yeers, 1f he deemed it expedient,
€ /\"VLC R
(1)e The Solicitor wasnwuthorlzed to abzte part of the purchase-money
due from . purchasers "who have mede improvements upon lots of land
> [ . ™ 3 » 1
purchased (it 1269] . eProvided, That in his judgement' such purchaser

are lecelly or egr;itably entitled to such abetement: And Provided
1 apply to the Solici
oo

suck murchesers shal rito
age of this act, thet is by

- P

tro months of the pass

ik
Lugust 11,1870, end in'case of en zbatement is made, shall pey the
t

bzlsnce of the purchase money due after deducting the amoun

g,

D
jode
:5
(0]
0
ks

vithin sixty deys, thereafter; otherwvise, the debt to rere
no sbatment hed been made.t  2U
1. _The Abatement Cases, 1878-1800

. TT } d -
George VW, Graham of Harperes Ferry acted as the loczl agent for

Yermeth Ragmer, the Solicitor of the lreasury, in the Abatenent Cases,
On September 5,178, Crahem sdvised the Solcitior, that "the whole

nurmber of epplications for sbatenent vere L3 »~an§%wo were sent direct

to Weshingtond" 25 The 1lists prepare by‘Grahary”?A/

the purchasers
revezl to some extent what they had been doing with their lots since

1869, These are shovn on Chert No. 8 which follovs:

[od 0 T - - . »
?5¢ lationel Archives Secord Craoup Ne, 121, Public Eu@fings Service,
imtry 78, Harpers Terry ibestement Cases, ? travs, Tray No, 1.

2lie UsS. Statues L4 Larpe(1877-79), Vol. 20, p.130-131,
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- Chart NooR g? Auam’” g,
N

i e -
— = . .
Purchaser (567 |Plock  |Lot Location Imppovpman%s Aado
] Zullt cistern, v ll,pump heouse,
Doaniel bmes LA 1 Cermp Hill Rxgbzanjphe hous

Judga dezle X & " n Fenced her lot,

. John Billmen D 1 " n nBpilt a comfortable house

on lot,.

Thomas J. Burley 4 1 Shenandoah St. Spent$66L.,00 built 2 cellar

end stable on lot. fut tdr roffing
--+new doors, etc in old $H~e
pullding

HMary Do Cochrane Wager Lot 204 bhcre Rese Has improved end repaired |
ey Morchnes r iang
old house, "V POTCAES, IOOLiNg.

Sermel Colewzn N 2 Cerp Hill Built a small drelling at cost
of $ 125 on lote
Shenszndos S am s - .
e Cormran N . é;f2q§(°°h Built » good brick dwelling
=BT Wonveg - i pEEEL houese and store on her lot
for § 5,111:,00 plus & 50,00
for fencingoe
. ieger ré—ﬁcr, Inproved the.gld armory house
8¢ Putrick Daley Lot 19 AN on Lot 19, ~°'7 for porch,
repairs to roof snd brick walls,
. i Had built = dwelling house
9o fenry P, Jeanm MR ? Lamp Hille.  on lot,
.4 ~ 1t 4 e} 3433
0., Jo Iy Zecavdner A 3 ,000 spent for shedding,
stable, and y=rd for
& L stock,
L . ~he the widow ol 2 Uew, soldier
Le Hery 1L, Larnsev ¢ 8 Uzmp HiI11l  has fenced her lot =2nd nlamted
fruit trees .
? v - , Built a eteble and slaughter
2 4 14 >
A He LYWINM I 6 Camp Hill house on 1ot
John Fitepstrick BB L * Camp Hill hed fenced these lots,
] n L : 1 n
GG !
r~e 2_!, ~ 1 1
. [ - s
Frencis Gannon I 5 " " had fernced this lot.,
Patrick Higgins LA} 3 " " built a hovee on his lot,
| o
3 i VOLETEN Lol -
Lnn Jackeson v " " D0vilt 2 house on her lot
et cost of & 200,
. aoe 13 . .
Jefferson oo - ! n P3ilt 2 house on lot.




3

ot L] T
Purchesers , /67 |Block” _Lot {'Location
18 . ” ;.. .
P & - . B -
Nathen Jeaclk: b 12} Cemp Hill
1% Lrthur Levis M 1 K K
°0, Yohn He l2rtin Jd 2 Camp Hill | had fenced his lots and
JdJ 3 planted fruit trees,
?1l. Polly lciArEnur L4 2 " " |had put this old brick houst
in good order,
P2, Joseph L, McFadder T 2 " i had feniced his lot,.
23. Jremes elraw Veper Lot 26| 6-Rcre | Hoe built baelk porch on ole
r , N Reservatiofp house, stonework under
- : house, ner tinbers to
anE support house, new stable,
1. : ot darme 3 4 il de
} T - s oo House darapged in floods
—o Jomes G, NeGreav & B 5 & 2 : ks :
Cthames e SERTE E > vggnandoah of 1870 end 1877, Built
T W o2 ¥
i an ice house and stable,
bvlck peverent, cistern,
(Park Fldz.3L=25), L ever in yard, Bricl support
les spent § 1,61.32 improving house & Lot in cellar for the old
R * T
! i NOoUSE
256 Idward lurphy Wager Lot ! 22 6€hcre J1d stone houwj new “oﬁp*Y
] IBS e . timbers, glass, doo
) blinds, outbuildings &Ad
fences,
26, llarriet 1. lleer G 1 Shenendoah =d built a liyery gizble
Ste on lot forr & 250% ihis
destroyed hy flgod in 1670,
Lot vecent in 1878,
H
27+ Joscph B Holmes Lot Mo, 1 YNarth of Shenandozi Park Bldge Yo L5~ repairs
otreel to roof fnd porchy built
& new outouildings
28 s - Olledw Vinmpy T 2}, s E .
cbt Fetrick Olbeirn iagep Lot JL “%%rﬁcgilqps° Tenced lots and phanted
A [ ; b il Lk
rs’ 1 wt m fruit trees
EE 7 f 1
29 Edith 0'Zornell Vizger Lot 21 G-hcre fes, Improved old stone house,
r . o R - o
[peid & «.., ) 2,275 cas;,lBég-trlea unsucgessfully E?ﬁA”QQCh~~é+lOQ g sdo0rs,
to ahzte this’price in 1878] windovs, ciftern,féneingt
r . -~ o 1
30e lary Ao Percival ot Noe 7 north of has fenced pzrt of lot,
Shenandosh Street
31, John T, feed J g L Camp Hill hag ferced his lots and
Llso ¢J 10 end 11 JI g " i rlanted fruit trees.
38+ Harrison Fobinson M o i n built a dwelling house at
e cost of & 85 on lote.
Z3e Ilznry Ce llowson HE 1 n " heg bizilt Y& nice house®
on ris lote
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5 B - . . : 4
Purchasers, t86% | Block Lot Location Imnrovenents AHads,
3Lk John L, Walen A 6 Shenendoal Had spent$262,82,hal
Street, the cogt of P315+”uct1 ng
a brick wall of the house
on Lot 6, Elock &, so that
he use it 25 a side wall wher
he erected his oyn brick
bulld*ng on Lot 6, Was using
Lot 6 as 2 garden.
35. Ceorge L, Veaver JJ 7 Cemp Hill| Had built & house on his
lot,
36, James Boden Ui 8 n " | Hed fenced his lot. (25)
The smmlicotions for abatement were reviewed by Kenneth Rayner, the
Coliritor of the Treasurye Severel applicasnts, including Jarmes lMcCraw end

. . . - P
Ldith O'Donnell,had completed payments in fullfinder the original terms and
d to be inel#gible to have their prices dbatede. Two others,
o
e, Florence Kirsin and Lewrence 4. lbntague, who had purchased lots 2 and

Vi poind e

5, Block A, Shencndoah Street, from the Uol. District Court of West Virginis
‘124 o ‘

in 1876, slso applied to have their ° prices abated but vere eliminated on

the srounde thet these szle did not come under the fLct of June 11,1878,
everzl more applicante had their petitions regected pecause they filed
after the hugust 11,1876 desdline. Among these was poor llrs, Harriet lo
er, vhose epplication to abiéte the price on Lot 1, Block G, Shenandoah
was dated August 151 Some appllcw“ 2lso changed their mind

ebated prices, Joseph E,

In th i 10761680, the Solicitor abated the prices for "
X% ey ”;’{fﬂ s from the 1869 totzl bid of § 39,755,00 to

e Finald

Deedsto the abzted lots vwere issued

in the p=e riod October 31 187Q to November 16 1680, (2?5 Included in this

group vere the 1600 acres of the Friends Ore Bank; the original bid of

$ 13,100 for this property was abated to $ 3,500,

. is ) - _
o8 iztional Archives Decord Croup 121, Public Bulldings cservice, Lnury 78
) < - - i v -~ ~ + ~=

Tecnrds Concering H arpers Ferry Abstement Capes,1868-188§, twd trerse

These irclude 25 letters to George Vo Graham August‘ée;u78% asking tgchaYg
their prices abated 2ond se everal lists &nd reporte listirg improvements made

Y

onrlﬁte cCe Topid, e - ) o

from the United { o
PPN? to 590




s

reached an agreement 2nd the Secretarv of War, in effect, abated

the totzl of their 1869 bid of § 2,735.00 for the the seven lotg,
1o & 205400, Included in this group vas Hary Do Cochrakle, vho
had apparently refused the offered azbated price for Weger Lot no. 20
énd 1ts house in 1878-80. Deeds for the seven additional lot

vere issued in the period Januvary 28,1885 to June 26,1085,
t he 18

Fifteen of the 1869 purchasers, after successfully zbating the
prices, assigned their titles dn 2L lots to lL other buy@rs. The UslSo
decds for the’zbated 7L lots were made out to 11 otherﬂﬁp i¥iduals in

Final results of the abatement program, 1878 to 1685, ve re as

Date 1869 bid. o, of buyers No, of Lots Abheted price:
79-80 | & 39,755.00 e g’ ygé@%%
1885 & 2,7325,00 6 7 905400

L . Rt R s Jon B2 O O U T s P . 0 S s 2% T O, W TS s s WD WD g O ot B Ry s DR e S 08 e W TN atm M W 2 GBS

' ware g Db g S0 T Gt T W SO A W D e W8 U Y Wt S ) SRS

OTAL: |$ 1:2,190.00 3B <l ¢ AUSIIGE L.

?7¢§34@35 a5 oorl%%\lo ts located in

ek Fo

?e The Zond Cancellation Program, 1878/ # :

Section 1 ofsthe Act of June 11,1878 suthorized the Solicitor

of the Treasury, by and with the consent of the Secretary of VWar,

to cencel contracts with and \,r;f"“eiease the 1869 purchasers of

lcﬁd from their bonds, provided that the buyers quit-claim and released
ese lots to the United Stetes. This program was to be executed within

four ronths of <{he pessage of the Act, or by October 11,187,

78, Letional Archives N le 121, Entry No. 6 These 1885 agreements have
been logsely inserted in Vol, II, follewing page AQ.
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1y 1 and October 1), 1878, Solicitor Kenneth REaymer received

g RN O
. . . o it g .
the bonds and quit claim deedéjlrdﬁfx’ purchasers for 12l house lote that
P
1869, The total amount of their cancelled bonds
f these purchasers had bonds cancelled on

some lots and

¥

e prices ebhated on the others,

Ls has been mentioned, 13 purchasers on December 6,1869, had refused to
gigns bonds, on 7?9 items, The title to these properties, of course, reverted
to the Tnited Statec, 3By the end of 1878, the title to 154 items valued at

o8 PL0,A72,00 2t the 1869 had been cleared s follows:

frzite Buvers Lots ' Totel of Cancelled Bonds

17 /5 /69 12 28 L 7,939,00
[12/6/60 1 1 3, 600,00 Timber rights
Subtotal s 13 20 11,539,00

1278 53 121 15, 361,00

66 150 & 30,86L.00

‘J
=
n
>
0
3
D
V3
<]
o
S5
4
$n
<
P
Q
3
c+
]
™
.
3,
13
&
18]

o
=3
ft
S
=
L6
)
£
)
d
o
-3
0
Q
jo)
S

\US)

5 L 112,190,400 abated to ¢ 10,572,625

102 198 $  285,160.,00
0 12,622,50 2hout,
218 & 297,793.5C

17T

29. Nationel Lrchives Lecord CGroup 121, Public Buildings Service, Entry 77.
Cne tray, vhich contzins L9 "Cencelled Bonds of the 1869 Sele of Public
Lots," for 111 lots that were cx&Elled July l-October 11,1878, Four bends for
10 lots a2re not included in this traye. The Solicitor of the Iressury's finzal
report on the 1RA0 and 188l soles, to the Attorney General, dzted October 29,
1885, hovever, documerts that th
878 and lists the exect ¢
o

A
hese four bonds on 10 lots were cance i
cancellation eport in House of Eepresentatives
~ ;
- =

Erecutive Doecuments, Vol, 20

No, 2287, In z

wn

mwei +3m

~
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LOTE SQLD AT TVE CLAIEOF U,0, PURLIC LANDS AT HARTIR'C Tr
! .‘_A‘,J_.;‘TJ-.’ mDET l afid ?,1509 ht“fﬁhm W
[SPo? V'S SEp S WY
,’ Thnaludine 7 2le of 2 lots. g
i Diock Lreg be
, 0
A fhenardosh Street|1,2,2,1,5,6,7. (2 and 5 in 1876) 7
3 n n 1,2 e (donated lot L) 2
D n u ( Donated Lote 2nd 3) 0
E. " ! (donated Lot 2) 0
B 1 u 7 e 1
Vager Loys, 6-kcre feservation 19,20,21,22,26, 29, 3lL. 7
A Camp Hill (donated Lots 1 and 0
D v n fdoncted Lot 2) 0
&) 1 u 8. hl
ot n " (donated Lots No, 3 and L) 0
I L L 2,6, (do nated Lot No, 9) 2
J " " Se (donated 2,3, and churc 1
N " " ?,9,10, 3
< " i L. 1
P 11 T )4}19 2
- " " 6,16,19, 3
o n 1 1. 1
T T B 1,2,5. 3
A n N 80 1
W L r 10,11 . 2
7 ! " 3,0l 2
To,.2 " i 1,L,5, 7. L
. - i
LL ! ! 1,2,2,8, =
EB n u 1,L,6,7. L
o 1 1 1. 1
=
&3¢ ! " 1,L,5,7, 8 « =
st " i l, 2’ 3,-)4 . }_
I " " 1,3, (Donated 2 and Storer Lollege lot) 2
v B " °, 3, (donated two lots to Storer College)| 2
XY 1 3 7}5, 13}1[“ 33
1L t " 1, L, 2
e n it ,
1 1,2,1,5,6, 10,11,12, 1L, 9
[otal s Offered 2L3 housd lots & 1 bldgs., Sold 9 houses and 80
Donsted 21 lots | inl569=70,
Iriends?|Ore Banlk 1,600 scres sold in 1869 1
Zyrreg leland in Potomac Dilver, 72 scres,sold in 1878 1
0f 248 dfems sold for § 297,793.50, 82 items actually sold for ge L
wetiongl lArehives Lecord Crdup lio, 121, Public Buildings Servi
oo 76 (3 vole,) Vol, II, pge 1-90, dofsted lots, 221-709,2nd
62 purchasers for 89 item
cever of trese lotf vere not setiled until 188%5: The
Weger Lot 20, Sixllcre Leservation, and on Camp Hi Lot Ly
™ . v T o A Me T L T - v - i
ook Kiy Lote 2,le pd 23 Elook 1L, Lots 12,153 ond 0L e
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e THE FIULT, PISULTE OF THL 1869 Sale:

In 1869 ?2L8 items ha=d spparently been sold at Hearmers Ferry for the
surt of § .0 297,793.50, Not wntil July 1,1885, hovever, would it have
heen moseible to calculate exactly what he been disposed of and what

y

amgunt of money had been collected. The evidence presented in thie chapter
revezls that the actmml results of sale of 1869 were zs follows:

Years liethod Burers Lots House Amount Collected
s - |Under terms " !
869-77 - [T0e eaTe ] 27 35 3 $ 5,777.93
1376 T < ™ a t‘
Ceve LiSe 2 1,000,
{rici ot | @ ‘ 0 209000
1878 Tl 1 1 0

1878-85] Lbaterent :‘%5‘_ Lk 7

T S St o W S T W, e ot S % e e s iy G qa] O O o o WO M S5 (e s e TS 9 R W S g T S SR T S gy [P 003 U G TR0 s VR s e e e e DO Rt sty i e O O T G g e i S S s B OO

GELNT! fofAL .65 - | 82 10

-~3
°

s
tri

inal Day

rJt

n Court, The Sheznandosh Ferry Fish+s,1878,

k-

John ¥, lieer and Compzny, on Decenber 6,1869, had signed bonds
otalling ¢ 1,790,0C for the iferr« rights across the Shenandoah River
ct Herpers Ferry, a ferry lot in thet town, and a 68 acre ferry lot with
two stone awellings on it, the latter being located on the south shore
of the river, lNeer ond Compeny took control of the ferry, and without

naying any of their purchzse money, operate d the ferry and utilized the
I , P

lots from 1869 untiil early 1878, On July 13,1878, Ceorge Neer, vho
ves the gecurity for  John W, licer's bonds for the Shenandoah Ferry Rights,

wrote to Kenneth Eayner, the Sclicitor of the Tressury, ?ﬁireoueuted permission

to return these bonds and have them cancelled, Tor reasons that are not
) ) a B Pargntl
apparent in the National Archives records, leer's bonds wereqnot cancelled,
The f=ct that theseéf;rry rights vere at that time in court mey have been the
elled in 1878, -°

24, June 8 "-878, COpY of neysne
eote
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On August 16,1878, George W. Grazham, the Solicitor's agent at
Harpers Ferry submitted an application from Harriet M. Neer, who had

purchased vacant lot No. 1, Block G, Shenandoah Street, which was located
y upstream or west thereof,

adjacent to the Sherandoah Ferry Lot=-
in 1869' for ¢ 150’00. Mrs. Neer had not paid her bonds and was anply:.ng
. .'to have the pmce aba'ted . In this letter she also announced that she. had
: "“ass:Lgned all her rlghts and title to this Iot" to Mre James M.. Mason. A

“The deadline for fll:mg for abatement under the terms of the Act of June ih, )
, 1878, was. Aug’ust 1k, 1878- hence Mrs Neer's letter, which was dated the ISth |

| ‘was found to be melmgz_ble for abatement, " ‘ »

« James M, Mason, wrote to the Solicitpr in Septexﬁber 1878 _,; statingf’
that ‘Iz-‘s. Neer had ‘ coz%yedher intérrqt in Lot 1, Block G to Hhim

on February ?7,1878 and that he noWwished to pggtheVo be used ln

- n \ti
_conjunction with " my Ferry at Harpers Ferry. ot 1, Block

e

- .

31, Nationzl Archives Record Group 121, Entry 78, Tray No. 1, -

-~ s

the sprlng of 1878 Janes M.. Eiason, of Charlestown, Wg\fa., : who' i

cla:med ’oo ovn Iands ad,jomlng the Unlted States ferry across the Shenancioah :

River at Harpers Fer made application to the Circuit Court of Jefferson

County, W. Va., for-aliscanse to establ:a.ch = ferrv alongside of tbe the L

UoS,.~Neer far*r'y, clalm_ng that, under the lams of Vlrglnla and West Vl"‘f’lnla,

- "which declare that any disuse of a ferry franchise for two years dlscontlnue

same," Mason conceded tha'b the Unlted SE2tes had purchased the ferry
rights in 1813 and u’m.ll?ed them under lease arraz%ger*ents mtil 184).;

‘when 2 Holl bridge was comgleted across the river, 4from 18LL to 1861,
when the Confederates burn’ the ‘orldge, Mason argued, the United Stﬂtes

had failed to operate 1ts ferrye ' Applying the State law ‘be this case,

the Circuit Court of Jefferson Count; v accepted Mason's arguement and

‘. '



Revised 4/15/80 ' RN

declared that the U.S . overnment-Neer ferry ®as not a legal ones

.Attorney James Do Butt, of Harper's bFerrv and acting as an agent for
the Govemment, and General N, Goff, Jre s United States District Attomey

,‘,'for Snest V:.rcr:mla:, made appllcatlon to Judge Jackson of the

k ;Bz.stmct Cour’ﬁ for West V.mg:.n:x.a s at. Wheellng, for an 1n1unct:|.on to
’+restram Mason from opera:bzng h:.s ferry under the County Cour't 5

Hason and hz.s a‘btomey, D. B. Lucas cf Charles{;mm,* argued befere

Judge Jackson that t.he Governmevrb could not ownr & franchlse, ‘and that Jf 5

it could, st:r.ll it wa.vs not in emstence in 1869 by reason of the chsuse“f Rk
- for twenmty vears; hence the United States had no ferry to sell in 1869
‘and also that the Federal Court could not interefere with the andgemeqt

of tne Connty Court, under which Mason c.\.amed to run his ferrys.
Judge Jack@on overmled the objections raised by Lason and Luvas e
' R and dec1ded tha‘b the {I.S Govermnen‘b could buy any scf»;grt of proper’tv Whem,yﬂ
.~>‘they needed it; H that whew purchased for a conqtl’w.tlonal purpose the St.ate
, lows could not affect it, and that non-use could not be set up against the,ﬂ"
L 'Unrbed States. . The injunction requested by the @Q Attor j

granted, 22

33e Shepardstown Register, W.Va., " June 8,1876, in National Archives R.G. 153,

Box Lli« It was not argue&in court, but the Act of Congress of August 1,18L2,
which granted the Shenandoah Bridge Company the right to construct a toll
bridge across the Shenandoah, was granted on condition that "all agents,
servants{slaves], and property in the service of or belonging to the United
States shall pass and be iransported free of toll.," This same reservation had
be made from 1813-to 18LlL, when the U.S, leased out the operation of the ferry
under contract. It would appear therefore that the U.S. was exercising its .
i‘erry rlgh't.s during the operation of the bridge, 18M-1861. 7R (S,

»7/ }’gﬂ‘fé/& f'icwm/ﬂé Bodre C'mﬁm-«\) Unilindi 7¢ et evy 115,

B e . O S -
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for
Lhe deed gﬁitﬁe Ferry Rights, indicates that thc U S. éttorne]

Nathan Goff had taken John W. Neer and Company into the U.S. Court
in 1878 in order to oppose James M. Mason's claims to the ferry rightse.
Follow1ng thlS v1ctory’1n court, in whlch Hnlted States rlghts to the

'ferry were. cleared Neer s bonds were cancelled and achlng under orders T

from the U S Court s the U.S ferry raights on. the Shenanéoaﬁ,»the 68-7;

acre ferry 1ot.on tﬁe south s1de of the rlver,’ané Lhe :erry Lot om the :

north 31de 1n Harpers Ferry werm cffered for sale at publkc auction o R

February 14 1880 by Autorney Goff Tﬁe ngh bldder, at $ 605 OO waa" T
34
Josnua uavaller, who recezved hls deed forkthi‘ rty on Maf 22 1880."

Lot 1 Block G., Shenandoah Street.

T As has been severai times noted ﬂrs. Harriet M“'Veer; whose

request for an;abatement of the price of $ 150 she bid on Lot l, BIOCA G
-~ was rejected by the U.S. in 1878,
ohenandoah Street, a551gned her rignts to James M. HdSOu, ferry
‘ operater on,  February 27 1878. When he. lost hlS case in courty.
'he no 1onger need d Mrs. Neer''s clalm, and Lot 1, Block G, Jubt
: stood thero ané was not offered at. sale in 1880 or 1884. In 1886

James D But ’ tﬁe Har pers Ferr y attorney who Had a351sted Goff in

the 1878 ferry right case, obtaxned d§; Neer's 1878 abatement request
to lot 1, Block G from the lady and offered to buy the property from
the United States. Apparently deciding that some money was better than

‘none, tle Secretary of War finally abated the price of Lot 1, by reducing
it from $ 150 tc $ 118.00,which Butt pald on April 17,1886, 33

(WA

34. Beed of B. &. S. SD°C131 Commissioner Goif, for U.3. to Cavalier,
May 22,1880, Deed Book » Pa , Jefferson County Court House,
Charles Town, W, Va., John W. Neer's 1869 bid for the ferry raghts had

been § 1,700.00,

35. Deed of B, &. S., U.S. to James D. Butt, april 17,1886, Deed Book P,

PP.jabds® 226-229, The deed traces the abatement back to the 1873
claim of Mrs. Neer,
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THE HAY zél@m@ SALE OF PUBLIC LANDE LT HIRPFEIIZ FERRY

1. Plonnine for another Sole 1778280
.iTer bout one and one-haif vears of effort, the Solicitor

of the Treasury, Kenneth DRayner, assisted by the U.S. District

Attorney for West Virginia, M, Goff, Jr, had been 2ble to clear
the title to 150 items that had originally been "sold" at the
1869 sale, The Act of June 1, 1878, section 3, authorized the

Solicitor 4o offer for szle all such lots that had their titles
properly cleared o Section | &lso authorized him to lease any of

P
Governdent property for any term of years," if he deemed it

(L

Legordingly, Solicitor Payner decided o offer 126 items,

including (1che water power of the Potomacj; (2) the water power of

the Shenandoahi( 3) the timber ricghts on 1,395 acres of land,

Y

and (L) Iﬁﬁ%building lots with seven buildings standing on them,

Tin

The sale was to be held at Harpers Ferry, W, Va,, on May 25,1880

-

t 13 p.lle Under the terms of the sale 21l purchases under & 50,00
had to be paid for in cash end purchases exceeding that sum hsd. to

pay one=third of that amount in cash and the belance in one and two

vears with 6% interest, with = lien being reserved on the property

2 1

to secnure payment of the notes, Purchasers could paid 211 in cash
f they chose, but the settlementc has to be made in ten days.
There was to be mno easy credit and obtaining control of property
2

vwithout putting dovm any money, as hed been the case in 1869, L

(For the 123 offered for szle in 1880, see Chart Yo, 11, D.
The Solicitor 315%:,8u under his control in 1880 2% =2dditicnal lots,
See Chart No, 12 i&ha% he offered only for lease and not for sale in

1880, )

. . - w e o

?." Innouncenent," by Keuneth Zayner, Solititorof the Treasury, run in
nevspapers alons ths Dsst coast in early 1980, Motional Archives R.G,
~ .

121 Fntry 75, Trawr 2,
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Lots offered for Szle at [srrerts Ferry, Mo 25,1880

- 22
loc \ T NoJof
Blozlk ‘, Aresz Lots Lr.x%‘s
i3 Shenendogh Street- 1, with brick house, No. 2 vzcant, e
o G | Shensrdoz " Lots No, ?, 3,znd li, vacant
o Shenandosf: " Lote Mo, 2,3,L,5,6 vacant
I Shernendogh Street Lots No. ?,3,L,5, vacant

North of Bhenendoal St, ¥o, 1,stone houqu 2,stone house, 3,h,5,TsBal

— !

Wager Lot 27~ Six Mcre Reservation= Lot with stone house

D ] e TR o o o

H Cemp Hilll Lot Noe 7
I Cemp Hill Lot Voo, L, 13
Y Camp Hill]l Lote No, 6, 10, 11, 12, 13 5
L Camp Hilll Lots Hoe 5, 6. 2
n Camp Zi1l Lots MNo. 3, €. 2
0 Corp Til1l Lot No. O 1
P Carp Hill] Lot No, 6, 11, 16, 3
< Cemp Hilll Lot Nos, 1.2,3,L,5,8,15, 17, 16, 20, 10
R 311 Lot Nos. 1, 2, 2, L, 5, 6, 7, 8o 8
< Lots Mo, 7,3,l,5,6. f
T lot No, li, -
T Yoe L and L, 2
v Yoo 1,7,3,L,5, 5
106 2 0., 2 znd b, 2
Ab o. L,5,6, 3
B3 No. 2, 2, 2
ce Carm 211 Lots No. L and 3(, 2
ID Camp H i1 Lo%s lio. 2, 3, L, 6, L
TE Corp Hi13 Lote No, L+ 2nd 2, ?
IT Camp 1113 Lote Yo, 2,3,0:,5,6,7. &
Ca Carm 1111 Lots No. 3 and 6, 2
HI Carp Hilll Lote No, 6,7,8. o2
JJ Cormn 711411} Lots Moo 1, !,5,6,7,8,10,11,1l, 9
KL Camp Hilll Lots No. 1,7,3,L, L
1L Ca mp Hill Lots No, 2,3,5,6,7,8,9,10,11, 12, 10
1 , Carp Hill Lots No., 3, 7, 9 3
R TR TR T v 990 115 e O i e e O B0 g e i T st s s e e T S R TR . e K gy T ey S B P W s e i R S S A S i N i S G i Yo S an 65 O e 85 s S 96 B ]
- r l, houses and 123

l22er Pove v of +he fotomac and 72 2cres,Musket Factory Yard,

T - - -
g b, dalle Islend 1
Tirber dichie on 1 o 'J‘{»WL o 1L
imver fighie on 5, 395 540th acres
el - + o - 4 -
Totzl liod of Htems 122 Jote and | houses: A 1246




Solicitor Ienr=th Rayner attended the sg%%agg Herper's Ierry in
: ; Secretery of the | e -
person and reported to the . o oo 3 on January 23,1887:

U4ccordingly, on the 25th of liay, 1880, under the authority of the
specizl [1878] and genersl law, respeciively, I offered for sale by public
auction at Harper's Ferry, the lots prevously quit-claimed to the United
States, 12l in number{ he had created an additional lot, cggved out of

the lMusket ?acto”y tractJ which was located on Potomac Street and known
as the "Bluff Lot."]....zs 2lso two pieces of water-powe_r previously acquired

in payment of [F.C. Adams!] debt, The proposed sale was advertised for three
t. nrovided by law in several newspepers published in the vicinity,

end for a less period in the principal newvspepers in the great menufacturing

and commerical centers of Boston, New TYork, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Pittsburgh,

1lso by hand-=bills distributed and displayed at about

100 post-offices in the adjzcent and neizhboring States, I should say

S5t

n3
3
[N
)
t;l
23
,J.
3
3
I3t
C—*.
H.
“ws
1
6]
W

that notwithstanding this general and extensive advertisement, no inguiry was

]

.

received at this offtce, either verbally o writing, indicating any
desire to be informed as to the volume, capacity, or adaptability of the
?aﬁer—power, with 2 view to a purchase of the property.

£t the time appointed, I attended the sale in person. The lots vere

*U

cried off in the order they zvpezred in the prlnued catalogue distributed

ey
among the crowd present, and 81 vere sold,: ;_f”, rezlizing the sum of

$ b,6LLie00, leaving L3 unsold: subject to further action under the special
actoe The fotomac water-pover property wes also offered, but only one bid
10,000 ves received therefor, 1This was considered so disproporiionsd
to the great velue of the property thet the same was withdrawn from sale.
Before proceeding to the plazce of sale I had & conference with the Secretary
of the Ireasury, es the szle was subject to his approvel under the provisions
of law in regard to the reservation of a bid on the part of the United States,

in order to prevent an undue sacrifice of the property. It was determined =zt
this conference that the same[ Potomec ;ater - pov wer] should re&l'ze to
the government not less than ¢ SO 000, No offer being made for the

Shenandoah water-pover, it waes not put up for sales....

" In addition to the nroperty zlready mentioned, there are 72 town lots

£
wder the provisiona of the act of 1878, and like the water-power property,

did not become cubject to szle under that act, There isg no authority of law
o sell these lotse. As in the czse f the water-pover prorperty, they may be
’ £

thece lots are irmproved by dwelling houses in



"very had rercir, These tro I heve rented for & swell monthly or quarterly

rert .!}

ard to the vater-pover property, I have had no opportunity to

=]
Q
4]
E..J .
o+
oy

lease the scame, There hes been some corresponden » parties concerning a
er

'ﬁ

worthy of consideration.

project of this sort, but it embraced no substanfiial of hy

Indged, I doubt whether it is pmodicable to lease the property to the advendige

Lfter diccussing hov the former great industriel plant of the Armory,
with its substential dams, canals, rvins of buildings and machinery had been
1ying ebandoned for 20 yeers, the Solicitor turned to the Shenandozh plant,
cormentings

" The vate”-power of the fhenandozh,as constructed and used in early
times [1810=61], is now of little value, beczuse of the chenges in the river-bed,

made from time to time by devastgting floods [in 1870 and 1877), so memorable

wfrequent overflow."..,"

in the region, =nd of the almost # certain profpect of*

"Por two decades this whole property, on both rivers, has been going to

destruction

river nrincipally; but by zhe contlnuous dis ¢n+egrat“on of the ogms;
1

3 o

h the depeedation of trespzssers; and by the rust e

coneecuent upon the evposure to the westher, There would

N

e
no reacon on the part of the govermment to hold the propertv for better prices,
(¢]

-

but every reason to part with for any reasonable sum that may be
2, k . A

nd four houres
were sold on lay 25,1880 for 2 total of $ 3,978.000 In addition the 1,395
5/8 zcre timber rights property wae subfivided into two tracts, one of 512

acres and the other of 883 acres, which were sold to two parties for a grand
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total of $ 560.00. Total proceeds of Mey 25,1880 sele were thus 75 5ﬁézii~'“
tems 50ld to ?7 purchasers for 2 total of § 1,538.00. b
indicate that 2fter this date, and probably in 1881, the Solicitor rold five
additionsl house lots to four purchasers for a total of $ 120,00,

LI S S AV AN S

These five lots were: Cemp Hill: Block P, Lots 6 and 1lj Block ¢, Lot 8,

The records also

[N
1

end Blnck JJ, Lots 7 and 8, see u0110¢t0r's fin2l report for the sale of Pﬂy °5,
/ 1890 dated October 29 1885, in House of Eepresentetives! Zxecutive Uocuments,
/ K/Ol 9%}7 rOY‘cT'ecss .'St 855.‘0"1, .3.08)"’#6, vl I‘“'!ﬁ'* ?\:C r«BEZ JOC. /O T\ 90_(9
Qoo ail g g - e

4o Cherles Jo Folger, Secretery of the
““eeantative Excecutive Docunments,

._z

-
™ < s
:p‘ - Zw

Public Tuildines Service, Intrs
T

;oo

,\

3
Ordnarce Lepsriment, 1880-1977,

. —
v ol, LZ

._......,
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;anuary'?3 1882,

stood as follows:

bé’

 With this adde® to the May 25,1880 <ale, the final results by

Year Buyers | Lots | Houses Amount Paid
1880 N I s 59
| o1 | 4 s | o
1~3%,,,M Total ‘fff31‘f*}"7§;*f**ﬂ
o paseo o beaenih e 560,00 Timber rights, 2 +§ract
o '?Totalz:‘ f o33} 8 f 1 & L,658.00

For the 7°~hcﬁ°e lats seld in 1880-81, see Chart No. I?, on rage 66

";;@;;f The Sollc1tor s r"‘mal Report to the Attorney Greneral on the Lay 25,1&8C
sdated October 29 1885, also glves the finel total for the 1880-81 |
sales as $ h 658.00, B '

Chart No. 12 a¢so Qhows 26 lots that we re offered for lease,

but not sale, 1n 1880. :

A

Q2

Rep, ®xecutive Doc. 20, p.291, Serial No., 2387,

6o Ib Tbida,




1078 S0LD AT THY SALR OF U.S,PUBLIC LANDS AT HARPER!S FERFTY,
VEST VIRGIMNIA, O MAY 25, 1880, and for IMve Lots sold in 1801,
CHART NO, 12
; = -
1 ock Lrea N No. of lab®sold Yo.
= sold
¥ |cherendosh Street 1:%4 e
G 1 1t 9,3’ }“ 3
o " ! 1,2,350,5 6o 6
T 1 " 11933,1‘?. i
B " " (N0, ? for lease onlv) 0
I3 ) f Shenan h
Lot North of Shenandoak 1,2,3,L, 7.8, (No. 6 for lease only) 6
Street
Vecdr Lote,6=ccre “es 27 (Lot 18 & 2@,_2 houses, for lease only) 1
I Corm Hill 1,13 (Lot 10 for lease onlv) 2
L ‘r ?! - & 6‘ ?
iy n 1 3, 8. ?
0 t I 9“2 R 1
P i n 6,1, 18, (Lots Yo, 8 and 10 for lease only) 3
Q n " 8, ( Lot ly Block L,not solf) 1
o 1 1 -‘L',-. 1
S 1 1 &, 1
m t 1 },,c 1
T 1" i }m 1
; " " L,5, 6, (Lots 7,9, and 10 for lezse only), 3
BR " i (Lots £.8,9,10 for lesse only). 0
ce n n 1, 2. (Lot No, 2 for leazse only), 2
DD | " 2,2, 64  {(Lots No, L 2nd § for lease only) 3
TC n i 1, 2. (3 and L for lezse only) 2
3 1
193 " " 2,25 L3Sy 65740 5
GG " 1 2, 6, { Lt Hoe 2 for lease OAlZ)o 4
HH i " 6,?,80 3
¥ \
JJ It Y i, _}:} 7 F’M"]_]_ Vi 12 and 13 for leczse, ) 9
T m T "o A N R o N g
EL * ;3,L, ( S, 9,10,11, 12 for lezse ODly}nD%_cq‘A>3
LL v " 2,2, 5, 6, 12, (13 and 1L not sold) 5
ot " i 3, 7, 9, Plus "Bluff Lot,fotomac Street{ L not §) K
Totall: 123 house lots |land li houses offered,1880: Sold ), houses ond 79f,
Tamber rights on 1,295 5.6+h acres qlchus on 512 acres-——memmeem—— | 1
in ohe lot, thic divilded into two lots, BIohts on D63 sores————e-o—-oood T
Totpl, 1880-81: 81 ikemes for § L,658,vith L houses, £356Q for timber 81
richte and § 1,1098,00 for 79 house lots and | houses, S0 buyers.
25 lo

hives Seqord Group 171, Purlic Buildings Service, Intry 58,
N ™

gds_to Land Convered hy the Drdrence Jepariment, 1830-19”7

gds Lo cgnvey z

1 LLL, ppcg ?g Cnd SS? TO 5930




. Revised 4/15/80

Turning Cases over to the U.S o District Attorney
for: West Virginia, 1880-1881:

sold g
S Im 1880 & *‘ter havmng abated,gnd cancelled bonds for a total

- peoplg‘ Ly eﬁzrn 'the« tr&_};e for
- CHART 1 0,

1

‘Purchaser | Lot | Bloe} Iocation # P_marks

ey 12,188d . Jacob Bird- $51.00| 13 | 10 | Cemp Hill | Not_clehred

. in’ 188&,@ :

fint 17;2@}8§0 J ames MG, Pird,360.0p L | Fol " " | $10.001n1885
e : , not cleared in
May 1z, 188(} James H. Boden-$60u00 8| -y L 188L.

3
May 12, 1880 Ellen M, B}:':Ltta1 e 12100 2. Ul ® " no%gg;eared n
, abatéd for

~ 1;’3 }'hry D. Coc $755.00 in 1885

iy

130400 13 KK | Camp Hill | Abated for
N $20,00 in 1885

. - Tot settied

o Moy 12,1880 | Samel Irbey -$‘*h2000 -84 o~ fnmn o oom Oin 1?8811?

% I apd l
B, March 23,1881 u.a't,han Johnson -$ 16400 2 x© | " ﬁcigsi’t ed in

ey 12,1880:| Caspar Hutzell

9. My 12,1880 |Ellen King =§ 1L8.00 No.2| ™ ™ INot settled in

Cc | *® " in 188,

2

2

10, May 12,1880 | P.H, Strode $ 110.00 | 11| ¢ | Shenandosh | Ghi¥ES0IdzEe:
& neird of Edward Imcas,Jr.iO‘.Qo 6 v Street

2. March 23,1881 John H. Martin=270 .04 $ 2| 90 carp HilL abated to 80.0(

3 JJ in 1885,
{Pz.» Mey 12,1880 John G Mitchell 150,08  1h|KK moon Abated to 20.0(
80 J in 1885,
) Moy 12,1880 John Ce Storm 16,00 81 P l“ " Ngg) cleared in
- l —30
[d




Aupom . B

Dete of Action~ | Purchaser-Bid Lot | Block| locatior] Eemarks,
iR (Mone ) JLiovinson Straver- 61.00 7 J Camp Hill
15 March 23,1881 James Wesver ~250,00 6 | XK n n
16, Mey 12,1880 Joseph Te Young=100,0q L | MM " n. abates & pays
: 20,00 in 1885,
. i . Y
16 purchesers Valve: £1,021.,00 20 lots, (3l) le ' )
P '

record Group No

T

. 121, Entry 77, Iray 2,




CHARTER V

mT * lalsg e
THE OCTODIR

¢ ¢

> ne jaje}] \ T 1T " TR
IR 22,188L Sale of PUBLIC LOTS AT HARPER3S FELRY

rm mw 3
TST VIRGINIA,

£ND 1885 ACTIONS.

sold 2t Jower and more

vae O

approved on July L,188L. This ZLet ¥ autlhorized and

state and riparien rights now owned by the Covermment of the United States
io

rial techonology

the vater
.

ongress should be informed of this problem and that

ged which vould authorize the water power rights to
reslistic prices,

ion on the matter and after studying the question

the Solicitor of the Ireasury, " to mske sale of all the rezal

uch sale to be at public auction, without reservat

bidder....s Provided , that the property shzll not be
1t

n twanty thousand dollare," The last being a large

reduction from the § 206,000 bid for these water rights in 1869,
Section 2 of the act directzd that at least one-third of the purc

)

mede had to bhe peid in ¢
e of gix percent p

a shy, mnd the credit portion was to bear interest at
per arnum, After making their cash paymente, the

purchasers were "to be let into possession of the premises so purchased" but

they ver
paymentse. 2

e not to receive their deeds until they completed their finzl

1le Letter from the uecrevary of tke lreasury in repsonse to a resolution

of the licuse of the 16th instant (1882 }, relative to the sale or lease )
of certain rezl estete znd ‘riparien rlg} at Harper's Yerry, Wla., deted
Jarmary 27,1882, with o ther la tters, in ouse of Lepresenaztives Ixechtive
Documents, L.7th Coneress, lst Session, NoL. 10, SETIiil 0. 7077, 10T Low 56,

5 pages.

?e UeSo Statues Lt Larce, Tol, 73, p.69, 9¢¢ P13, AbPboufog




7

Under the terms of the sale of October 72,188L, 2all purchases under

"¢ 100,00 had to be made in cash
one third in one ve , end o
2. The October 02,188l Szle:
ETUOT ‘biy, o7 Vctooe”
house lotes with two houses,

ne~third in two years,

ﬁ

over that sum, one=third in. cash,

)5, a‘t 1 p.m.,
and the vater

-

76 items, including 7L

power of the Potcmac and Shenesndoah

Fivers were offered at public zuction at Harper's Ferry.(See Chart lNo. §§§w

fo

B

the 76 items

Seventy=-five items, including the water pover of both river

73 house lots and 2 houses w

1
st

d)o

i ere

(Ske

a
c
pt
O

2,

3. Nat
188l sale,

ional Archives hecord Group

IThe money was paid gs followss:
“ Buvers Lots Houses Amount zaid,
27 73 2 6,115.00
1 Water Power Dotomac?¢f300¢@@1
’ 1 . 1 Water power of mag H,Savery
henzndoch e et s o 810.00
4
b Total 28 75 > ] 32,325.76
, Deeds vere icsued zs followes
 kear To Purchasers Tor lots
188l ¢ 18 1.2 Cash
18685 2 2
1887 1 1 L
Totzl <9 (> - ﬂ
L1] paid the zrounts cue in accordance with the terms of the sale

vater power of the Potomac, was issued on

75, Irey ?= adveristment for the

Iy ¥otionsl Archives Record Group No, 121, Public Bhll”l?g ervice, Intry Mo,
7Q "Lecords of Tederal Lend sold 2 uctlon on Cct.72, 88 les of Herperts
aer”y Lots," one volumes, Also LG, 101 Intry S8 Verrenty T Deeds to Land
Corveyed by the LTdnence Lepartment, 1030—19 7 *TT, €3 and

finel’ report of 1 ”ctonar 9-,1?8” sele,
dated Qctober 29 WRV;, in Eouse of ,W ( De””eﬁeAbﬁtlvos Ixeeutive Ieports,

Vol, 20, 1:9th Congress} lst Session, 1&85486, Serizl No, 23073 bec, 7, Part Q

X’Olg I‘.J., Pe 6 Lo



’ T ~No g 1
. ots Offeref for Cale et Herper's Terry, October 22,188k , 1 pum,

Py B g
A
{ o - s
Elock Lrea Moo of the lote offered Noa
offered
B Shenandoesh Street ot Hoe 2, brick house e 1
I n n 5 e 1
Lots Ngrth of W u 5 and 6e 2
Warer lots-bezacre Ees, 18, with brick house ( Lot 20 not offered) 1
H Carmp Hill 7 o 1
I " " 10 . 1
J " " 6, 10,115 12, 13, (Lot 7 not offered) 5
P " n 10 (L and 8 not offered), 1
< " ! 1, 2,3,L.,5, 15, 17, 18, 20. 9
T 1 1" 2o
L 1,2,3:5,6, 7, 8 !
E ' " 2,3,0, e )
U n 1 l}_ 3. 2
v n n 1,2,3,1,5. (lot 6 not offered). 5
Noe? t " 2, 3, Do 3
AL n 1 7, 95 10, 3
BR n " 2,3,5, 8,9,10, 6
cC 1 ! 2, le 2
1) n i L, 5. 2
T 14 14 3. 1
IT " n 1, 8¢ 2
H’H 4] f % 59 l
JJ R " 9, 12, 13 (2 and 3 not offered), 3
Y " i 2,5,9,10,11,12 (6, 13, 1 not offered)e 6
IL Y " 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 5
121 " " (lots L,6,13 not offered) 0
B R e s S
7L 1nts end 2 hojses offered for sale:
weter |powver of the Potorpc River and 72 acres, lMusket Factory grounds 1
Viater |power of Shenandog h hiver, 13 acres, Lifle Isctory grounds 1
TOTLL 76 items 26
AdverTiéent, Natilonal Archives Hecord Group No. 12110Fntry 75-
Warentyleeds and Correspondenceé 1796-188lL, for Public Lands &t
Herperts Ferry, Yo", Tray No. 2.
2
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PSSR S I I o aa kel - ol o u.a.v IJlol g
| TEST VTCIlL, O OCTOBIE 22,100k
) CHART NO, 38~
Block Lrea llo. of the lots sold Ko
sold
B Shenandoah Street e L
c u n (Lot 11~ not sold) 0
G u v (Lot 1~ not sold ) 0
Ferry " e ( ferrgcr rlghts ,68 s of land 0
Lot i v ouqes side of
henandoah Aot
I n 1 qo 1
Lots Noxth of " " 5, be 2
- - . 3 YL<U gcla
Wezer |6 Acre Reservetion 18, (Lot Yo, 23 mot. SO ﬁ131897)§:n TERCY 1
ho! Carmn Hill Te 1
I 1 44 lO, 1
J n " 6, 10,11,12,13, (Lot 7 not sold) 5
0 " n (Lot 8 not sold) 0
D " n 0, { Lot 8 not sold)( L sold in 1865) 1
X " " (1ot 11, no record of being e£old) 0
Q' " 1 132;3;L55J 5 7;18; ?Oo O
I ! ! 1,052:025,6,75 8o 7
S " " Z:B:h:;' b e
U " ! 1; 3o (Lot ? not sold). B i
v " " 1,2,3,L,5. (Lot 6 not sold) 5
¥ n " (Lot 17 not sold), 0
No. 2 n n 3, 6, (1ot 2 not sold), 2
A 1 " 7, 9, 10, 3
B3 i " °,3, 5, 8, 9, 10, 6
cC i 7, Lie ?
i) 7 L, 5 2
ja 1 1 3. 1
FF " i 1, 8. 2
CG " e ( Lot 2 not sold), 0
HH 1 v Co (Plock JJ, 2, 3 enld §n 188C) 1
34 n n 9, 12, 13. (Block FX, 13,1h,s01d 1885), 3
KX n " 2, 5, 9, , 11, 12, (Lo‘t 6 eold 1r\ 1902). 6
T 1 n L 5
I\;Jf 1 1 L 8’ 2s 1O :LL%S» £ ik s i i 2
MM (L sold,lBSi Lots 8 and 13 not sold)o 0
72 housg lots and 2 houdec cffered: Sold 2 houses and 73
Woter poyer of the Potomad, with 72 acres of 1andesccossessovessovsossnsse 1
Veter Poter of the Shensndozh Diver vwith 13 acres of L- 1asssvsesvassossca L
TN TUTID f (5. itene 4old Tor © 27,375 0s T.8.] 3 T 75
bl 4 3~ - or ? J.O s ol
16 housellots stli't not =414 in 1885, ~Sold to 8 i) ﬁzse“o 3
Lovionel Archives fecord Cpoup 121, Public Duildings Service, Entry 58,
"Werrently Deeds to Land Cdrveyed by the Ordnance Deparitment, 1620=192 '{‘
(L vols),|{Vol., III, 99 596 o 6?6
Llec T oc © lﬂl rﬂtm’ ! !
on October 02, ,1881,°¢




o Revised 4/15/30

The 1885 sale;

v

At the close of ihe October “2 ,188L, the United States had stllL

-'jnot disposed of 23'bouve vAlots and oae &melllng house, BBbween

”6, 1885, the - Secretary o? ﬂar, as has been noted,»
:as ableﬁto seIl seven ‘

T January ?& and Juna

more lots to' six of the 1869 bndders by
abatmg the tota}. bld frc*z 2, ?354)0 to

$'9op.ooa The fcnomng -
ﬁ~1otsﬂwere lnﬂluded in the LabS sales* Wéger Lot 20 with a dwelllng in

the Wéger Slx‘Acre Rescrwaulon, and on Gamp Hlll, Block P, Lot k
 5B1ock JJ, Lots 2 and

. 5
Block ém', Lots 13 and 1k and Block M, Lot Lo

Becau@e these prices were ahated and all bu.yerq vurchesed the same lots

 they had bid on in 1869

"tbeen 1ncluded under th

This grou f lots and thelr proceeds have

flgurea for the 1869 sele ( See page Yo

éde én ucas helrs‘ the had

100.00 on vacant Lot 11,
413100& c, Shenandoah Sty

st , in 1869 and pald nothing for the

property, to court and ds able to clear,the title. Cn December 16
'6
1885 James MCuraW gutﬂuasem Lot 11 From the United States for $ 31 00,

Finally, oﬁ April 17,1886, the Secretary of War abated the

price of $ 150 bid on Lot 1, Block G. Shenandoah Street, to § 118.00

: , 7
and. this lot was purchas ’

t the abated figure by Jaﬁes“%? D. Butt.

This left Teft 15 U.S. ots, one with a house on it, undisposed of

on December 31,1886,

Se lNational Archives Record Group 171,

Entry  76,"Deeds from the United
States, Harperds Ferry, Ordnence Department,? II, following p

age 600
The deeds for these seven Jots have been loggely inserted in this Polume
for the December 1869 sale .
6. Deed of B, &. S., Decen -- 15,1883, 5Special Commissioner for U.S.
Court to McGraw, Deed _sc . ., 34, The Solicitor of the Treasury had
7. Deed Book P, pp.226-227. tuy. ~ the case gf Lok ll,Blocx’C,over to
the U.3. District Attornmey to clear the
itle in 1330-51

“
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SwrriurY, THr LLND DISPOSAL PROCGEAM AT THE U.LS. ARIORY
R

L7 HIBPER'S TERDY, WEST VIRCGINIA, 1852 to 1

On June 23,1085, just 89 wvears and eight days from the date
vhen nited Stetes Covernment had purchased the first tract of

U
land for the purpose of establhishing a national armory zt “-rper's Ferry,

+
=
D
[ 67)
O
-t
(=N
e]
'.J

itor of the Treasury and the Secretary of War succeeded in
dieposging of the last bateh of Armory land 2zt that town, From the fall

of 1796 when the first smell group of armorers had arrived =t the tiny
setilement et Harper's Ferry, wntil April 15,1861, when Confederate troops

from Virginiz gseized the Lrmory, the economic growth, indusirial development,

¢

and prrosperity of the town had been almost #ntirely dependent on the
operatiors of the Nationzl Lrmory. Employed in the armory workshops
were betreen 200 to LOO men annually.

The Confederate destruction of the U.S, hrmory at Harper's erry end

removal of rost of thei T mechineryévﬁune 28, 1861y proved to be
e neerly feta ] blow to the economic future of the town o For zlmost 25

years, from 1861 to 1886, the chief
AwwW601

the vater povwer of the Potomzc and Shenandozh Eivers, vith an extensive
factories,

system of dams, canels, ruined w-- .7 ' and abandoned machinery’ lay

nduetrial asseH§ of Harperds Ferry,

t.J-

idle beyond the control of man, vhile +vo grest floods increased the

that he_d been vrought by war, the action of time, and the

A

ion
depedrations of mqn « For  twenty-five years, the econdﬁ%7 and development

of the tovwn of Herperls Ferry stood almost completely - -is o peralyzed
7 B

B

nefore the water vheels began to turn again,
<

For sivteen of those 75 yeers, the suspended industrial development
eppears %o heve been due to two facton s: first, to z carelessly written
lew, the hct of December 15,1868, which permitted the property of the

nited Stetes  to be s0ld on credit only, requiraﬁd? no cash dovn iaymeng

this meriod on the Pzltimore and Ohio Fezilrozd and 2

1., During neriod 2
industris l redevelopment on the Island of Virgl

the former Armormyrorkers., The industry on V
erelly damzoed in the floods of 1870 ea: 3 18?7.

(9

A /‘3 Taocw 1796 ef Doceabor 30, /8EC, o b n T s ol SRAT o fhvand | 7ré «.\"s

F%g/o ;‘0()5 Fé& é’ VFZC\%«;UC\/\) FHIJ /71"3/10#’2 Als /"’(/&L#\-x {)3“
5"—13“05“ //Sf Ck ~Aﬁ91 sz/é 3 k\?’// LS 7 f{y A (aﬂsﬁvuﬁfm/m&wm%

-/le, ifACw [/ Vo o B O oot e as ﬁ\ﬁ



75

ﬂroperty
end alloved the " purchaser" to take control of the cl. L 1
Tl AP 1*’ .« The second factor was o small

e . R —

group of unscru“uIOLS Cﬂeculptovﬁ hoaqed v Irancis C. Ader s; vho took

4
ull adventege of the easy credit terms, and =zt little or no cost to tbemselves,

obteined comgl}ete contreol of the chief industrial aSSp°tS of Harper'!s Ferry,
not for the nurpose of rebuilding the water power, but of using the property
to highlecek the Faltimore and Ohio Railroad Company,

The erparent success of the great 1869 sile of public property-

o

the fisnosal of some PLS itmes for & 207,793.50 *urned out to be a

complete illuston, The "nited States Covernment y. .o the purcheaserg,
thet  regu i‘efq
and the town of Harpere Ferry were plunged into a legal morrassffive years
of zction in the U, Conrts (1877-2876) and two acts of Congress ( 1878 and
188L) to extract theryselves frome Bv the téms

vho interced to sctuzlly develop it, fechnologi

engery had caused the golden age of water power
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,put never again on the scale that rad existed nrior
to 1861,  Because of flL damages, the mills on the Island of Virginus
o But the Shenandoah Wood Pulp Mill, loceted on

or UeS,s Rifle Fectory, Island, vas erected in 188

o0
0
=3
th]
5
£

to operste until 1927, In the ez rlyv 1890's Thomes He Savery

d
next developed ¢ similiar =ood pulp mill on the Potomzc Liver, vhich continue

S L \’.

The land diesposil programs of the US, Armory at Harperds Ferry

from 1852 to 1885, can be summerized as follows:
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VIRGINIA

v" QALE OF PUBIIC I#’DS OFVTHE U qqARMOFY'A HARPER'S WERRX,

o g
N &w<ﬂ'w

' Lots | Houses | Amount

PaymsntS‘EOmplete& 

Purchasers

(1852-1868)

% o

{1869-1880) -

b 18?6

":1§%9s793 S

1881 |

O e

1885

[ P Sy

| Subtotsl |

B Other‘1§3m5$uwféﬂ’&:

l"

500,00

1878

Byrnes Isl,, 'ﬁ@ acz |

560,00

Timber. mghts on
1395 acress. -

605,00

Ferry rights,
68 acres,plus
ferry lot, ,"

28,100 ,co

810,00 .|

Water power, 13 ag
on Shenandoah .
Water power, 72 at
on Potomac - |

Subtotals |

-~ Armory

186979

Friends! Ore Bank,
1,600 acres,

e e

Grand 'Botal 3
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© CHART NO. !

£ BALANCE SEEET % THE ACGUISITTON AND DISPOSAL OF THE PUBLIC
1ANDE OF THE U5, ARIOEY AT WARFPERIS FERRY, WECT VIGINIA,
1796 to 188£ :

Costs of - - |Proceeds from
Aequisition sales of

92 a;cres m’d.&. Maske'b Factory R |
‘| tract on Potomacy 13 acres in - $110.T6l 02
b UdSe Plfl/ Factory on Shenandoa.h, el

| One acre in U.S,. Arsenal tracty -« |}

mter power of .the Potomae and
- Shenzndozh Riversz 338 acres of

resi&ent»al land subdivided mto 1
3 house lots. ’Iotal L2}y acres

Perpetuel_ 1ghts %0 cut tlmber I
on 1,395 5/8th acres of land on | 2@’860"62
south side of Shenandoah Piver, - ’
- opposite to Harper's Ferry =

Byrnes Island @ in Potomac ‘h‘ver, ' e

72 acres, opposzte to Earper' : 1,500400 : C SOO_’OQ ‘
Perry ’ 1 | B
Ferry F:Lgh‘ts on the Shenendoah . o

River, 68 acres and 2 houses on - 5,000

‘south bank, ferry lot in Harper's : o

Ferrv

“‘I-ﬂ‘?-"‘"

Subtotala E.rrmry a:b Y-Iarper s Ferryl ¢ 13'7’5‘25;05%
1,2219 acmg, :

| Friends* Ore. Bank on the Potomac s b 51,000,00
o 600 acres - '
'GRAND TOTAL: 3,549 acres $ 188,525,05%

+ sold in 1886~ 1 lot for §118.00
Lot 1, Block G.,Shenandoah Streety

S

e
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: c&teéont :éfe k of a cl f or in a ravz.ne.. ,

win-the ager ix Acre eservat:.on

- Q. a_,ﬁ{nas purchased by the Um.ted States Covernment. i‘o,

| $ 900.QO on March 7,18L8. ﬁlexander Kelly, a ‘blacksmith, who had. seld
' hls 1easehold to par'h of Lcrb 23 and his tltle to part oi‘ Lot No. ZL to

_the Un:\.ted Statea s agreed to purcha—se Lot No. ?3 for” & 900.06. The U.,S.

- credited Kelly m.t‘n $ EL'?.SZ the money owed h:un for the- sectmns of e
Lots 23 and 21;, and b:.lled hin for the balgnce, $ LSO.()S w hich the

blacksm‘bh agreed to pay in two mstallments, For reasons bes-b known ”
e181 Kelly i‘alled to make any fur-ther pavments , but he and h:.s

B ’of Wager Lc't 23 1n 1893 and on March 8 of that vear leased the proper’ty to (

TS, em.mgs, under the terms of the Act of June 1i, 1878, Cummings was
Cstill renting 'bhe lot in 1897 , when "Migs Hendricks, the only legal heir® |
of Alexander ‘{e}.ly appl:_ed to the Solicitor of the irnasury for oem:.saon

to buy the p*oper‘hy at the 1&;? balance of & 50,68, The Secretary of War
apparently ap proved( or failed to dlsapprove) of this srazangement by .

Harch 12 ) &89 and Wager ot Yo, 23 was probably sold to Miss Hendericks for
$ 1—&500680/ : E el :

iS,
(1) & rectlal of the facts in this case in National Archives hecord Group
No, 153, Office of the Judge Advocsde General, in Box L5. The US. deed
for Lot 23, if :Lssuedxls” not in the Nationel Archives records.
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Lot 6, Block KK, Camp Hill-James Weaver bid $ 250.00 on the lot at
the 1869 sale, B . failed to =
price or*ha#eshié bond caﬁcelled in in 1878. ,The lot was not offered for
_sale in 188Ls George L, Wéavef agreed to paégwé.oo for the lot in 1902
and on December 11, 1902, the Secretary of W‘ar 1ssued the deed. to Weaver
;;for the vacant lct¢ 5 e : -‘ BN i
; = >50n May'lz,lﬂﬁﬁ and ﬁarcﬁ 23:1881, the Solmcztor of the Treasurv
"tumeé the bonds of the 1869 bldders over to the U,,S. Distri ct Attomey |

féfor West Virglnla for ccllectlon or to clear the title for the follcw1n¢£mqg
Vﬁlots' on Camp Hlll’ Lot 8, Block 03 Lot 2, Block U3 Lot 6 Block V3 -
Lot I2=~ Bloc

x;
Lot 2, Block Nos 23 Lot 8= Block P,, L)ot 2, Block GG; ILots & and 13?,,,

ay the purchase .

1ok e National Archives Eecord Groups
1 lﬂand 152 do not contaln any information revealing the fate of‘these ,

lotq -~ The same-ﬂs true/fgpr'ﬁot Ts Block Jy vhich the Sollc1t0r did not
k 1nclude on the 1lst sent for action to the U,.S. Attorney, Noﬂ of these

1ots were offered for sale on October “2 188h°

: - The Sallc1tor had.the authorlty to lease the above llsted Tots
‘ qué may*bave done so* the U.S, Attorney may also have sold some of the
"‘lots in the U.S._Dlstrlct Court for West Vlrglnla, but as has been
Vrema rked~ the reccrds of these deeds or leaqlngs are not in the National

Archives. Récord Grotps that were studied,

5

2. National Archives Record Group 121, Emtry 76,"Vol. II, p. 60~ This was
the final deed to be entered in the volume that contains 21l of the ceeds
that were issued as a result of the 1869 sale,

3. A Special Cormissioner sold Lot No. 11, Block €, Shenandezh Street, to

James McGraw for $ - on Deed Book P, pPoSl, Megistry of
Deeds, Jefferson County, court House, Cherlies Tovm, AR
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_~ "BIRLOZPAPYY: Primory Sources:

s . ~0 pm s Tt ik .
4L, DlNational Archives Pecord Croup/ o, 121, Public Buildines Service:

1. Entry 58: "Warrenty Deeds to Land Conveyed by the Ordnance Department,
1830-1927 ( L vols), Vols ITI, pp. 555~ to 626 inclusive, has the
deeds for the Harpers Ferry lois sold at the May 25,1880 and October
22,188l sales.,

. Harvert!s Ferry
2. Entry 76: "Deeds From the United States,/ Ordnance Dépertment,"( 2 vols.).

Vol. I, page 1-,€§ 201 and LO03 to L9l hes 211 of the deeds issued as
as result of the 1852 sale of Harpers lerry Lots. Volume II, pp.l to 59,
has all of the deeds issued as & result of the 1869 sale, Deedc for lots

donated by the United Stetes in 1880 are on Pages 221~ 251, DUeeds for the
sven lote abated in 1885 are inserted after page 59 in Vole. Te
3Entry 78: One Tray- Cangcelled Bonds of the 1869 Harpers Ferry

zle of public lotse

Lo Entry 78:  lerpers Terry Lbatement Cases under the Act of dune 1L
1878, from the 1869 sale of public lots. Two trays. 1669-1880,

5. Entry 79: "fecords of Federal Lend Sold at Auction on October 22,188lL,"
Szles of Harpers Ferry Lots, One vol.

6. Tniry: 75: Tvwo Trays: Warrenty Deeds and correspondence,l796-188L,
for Public Lands of the Ul.S. Armory at llarpers Ferry, Va.
Includes early land purchzse deeds and deeds and lezses of the 18L7-06
purchase of VWeoer Six Acre Reservation Lots for some § 50,000,

Be Notional Archives Record Groups No, 153 & Office of the Judge Advocate

General, Militery R.servation Division, 1809-19L2, West Virginia,
2 Uoxes, loe L and L .
2o andLQSrrSSpondence from Armory officals
1. Box L)+ Deedsfor purchase of Land for U.S. Armory at Harpers Ferry ,

t 1796-1860, Agreement of Uo.S. with Potomac Company, 1807, for

right of way through U.S. Lands along the Shenandoah Piver,

Lists and inventories of U.Se Ywelling houses, 18L8, . -2 1849,1850, and .
1851,

2« Box I'5 Date relating to the sazle of U.S. Public Lands at lerpers

Terry in 1852, including & complete set of U,S, Armory Peymesters! reports
1552.1860 on the collection of payments on lots and houses from the 1852
sele, Also datz on Wa ger Lot lo. 23, 18L7=1897,
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‘

C. Deed Dooks, fegistry pf Deeds, Jefferson County, Courthouse,

2 = ¥

o

De Data from the Congressional Documents Series on the Sales of

Bublic Lands of the U.S. Armory at Harpers Ferry3v1867~ 1885,

l.tLetter from the Attorney General in Answer to A fesolution of the
House of 26th March last[1867], relative to the title to property
et Harpers Ferry,® December 5,1867. House of Representatives Executive
Documents, 1i0th Congress, 2d Session, 1887-1068, VOls 7, taiwns
Serial No. 1330, Document No. 17, 7 pages, includes an abstract of

title for much of land,

%)

« "Anmual Heport of the Chief of Yrdnznce to the Secretary of War,
Octover 2.;,1871," House of Representatives Executive Documents,

Vole. 2, Part 1, L2 Congress, 2f Session, 1871-72, Serial No. 1503,

2

Do 252-253, Report failure of purchasers at 1869 sale to make payments
due on their bondse

3. "Joint Fesolution of the Legislature of West Virginia in favor of the
paseiug of & till to resell the VWater Privileges st Harperds Terry,
anvery 17, 1872," in House of Henresentatives Miscellaneous Documente

Vol, 26, 1.2 Congress, 2d Sessicn, 1872-73, Serial No, 1572, Document

Noo 69« one page,
o ZEReport +to accompany bill S, 67 by the Commlttae on Military A4ffeirsc..
for the relief of the purchases of property at “arper‘b Yerry...,"Jamary

11,1873, in House of Representetives Reports, L? Congress 3d Session,
1872-73, Serial lo, 1576, Vol. 1, Feport No. 21, two pages.

Se "Hetter from the Secretary of War Felative to 4 Ball[ HJE,. 35%L]
~ to authorize the Attorney-ueneral to adjust the claim of the Government
upon the purchasers of property at Harpers Ferry," February 13,1873,
House of Representatives Executive Documents, !:2 Congress, 3d Seassion,
T1872-73, Vols 11, Serial No. 1569, Document No. 21lj, one pagea

6.nletter from the Chief Clerk of the War Department, communicating,

in compliance with the Senate Resolution of Deeember L,1873, information

in relation to the[ 1869] sale of Government property at Harperds Ferry,",

Decerber 12,1873, in Senate Executive Documents, L3d Congress, lst

Seesion, 1872-7k, erial No, 1580, Vol. 1, Document No. 6, 32 pages,

including & copy of the'liap of Herpers Perry,” by S. Howell Erown,

Lpril 2,1869, showing the 2L5 lots of publlc land offered for sale

in Hoverber-December 1869, This document$, which is a mejor souree

of information on the period, publishes scores of letters,l1870~- to
July 15,1873 regerding +the sale. Pages 2 to 11 consist of z detailed
listing of every bidder and ewery price bid for each of the 215 lots
and 2 record of . sach bidders pajments on his bonds,1070-1673
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at the 1869 sale, & Copy of Exective Document No. 6 was included in

Jame P, Noffsinger's "Harpers Ferry, West Virginia, Contributions Towvards

a Physicel History,"' ( Iypescript, National Park Service, Lastern Office

of Design and Construction, Philadelphia, Pa., November 1958), pp. 135-161,

f

¥

7+ Letter of the Attorney General Transmitting, in compliance with a Senate

Resolution of January 21,187L, information relative to the sale of Government
propetty at Harperts Fer V_Mé 6,187," In Senate Executive Documents,

L3d Congress, lst Session,?%ol. 2, Serial No, 1581, Document No. L8,Part 1,
16 pages, publishing scores of letters Jecember 17,1872 to May 187L,
relating the landes at Harpers Terry. A major dource,

8. Letter ffom the #ttorney-General Communicating a communication of the
United State attorney[ No Goff,Jdr.] for the district of West Virginia,
in relation to the sale of Government Property at Harper's Ferry," May 1l,
187L, Senzte Excutive Documents, L3d Congress, lst Session, 1873-7L,

Vol, 2, erizl No. 1581, Doc, No. L8, Part 2, two pagese

o . g . s .
o, feport from the Committee on the f " Judiciary to Accompany bill H.R,.

EL9 to authorize the Attorney-General to adjust the clain of the Government

upon the purchasers of property at larper's Terry," Maxy??,lS?h, House of
- 127874,

Representatives keports L3d Congress lst Seas&nn,géerial No, 1626,

T\

feport lc, 616, 3 peges.

10" Eeport of = Senate Cormittee to accompany bill S.e L5L to authorize the

Lttorney-General to ad just the cleim of the Government upon the
purchasers of property at Larper's Ferry " January 26,1875, Senate Reports

of Committee, L3rd Congress, ?nd Session, 187L-75, Vol, 1, Serial Nos

1632, Report No., 556, fourpages, Also reprinted complete,pages 5=to 50,
Senate ixecutive Document No. 6-verial No. 1580,
11, " Report ©f accompany bill S. 77L of the Senate Committiee on Claims...

authorizing the Solicitor of the Ireasury, by and with the consent of the
Secretery of War, to cancel certain contracts for the sale of lots of land
made at Herper's Ferry in the year 1869, a nd resell the same, and sell or
lease all other real estate and ripariesn rights now owned by the United
Statesy, at Harper's Ferry, W. Va,," May 29,1878, Senate Reports, L5th
Congress, 2nd “ession,V¥ Vole. 2, “erial No. 1790, Feport Nos LLG, four pages.
1577-78,

12, "Heport of the Solicitor of the Treasury to the Attorney-General,"
Noveriber 17,1881," Senete Executive Documents, 1881-82, Vol, 1, Serizl No,
1596, pp. 78-80, end 92. Reports pr.gress on abating lend cases at
Hrrpers Ferry under the Act of June 11,1878 o
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12, "Letter from the Secretary of the Treasury in response to 2 resolution
of the House of the 16th instant[ Jenuary, 18€2], relative to the qale or
lease of certain rezl estate and rlpavldn rights at Harper's Ferry, W. Va.,"
Janvery = - 27, 1882," louse of Kepresentatives bxecutive Documents,
L7th Congress, lst Qnesjon,‘”\"ol. 19, Zerial lNo. 2027, Document No. 66, five
pages, Leports results of sa&e of Mey 25, 1880 and discusses problems
regarding the remaining unsold public land.

1" Eeport to accompany H.R. 1625 from the Committee on Educatione.. to
direct and authorize the Secretary of War Yo coney by deed a certain lot

in the town of Harper's Ferry, W.Va.,, to the Board of Education of that

dictrict, for common-school purposes," in House of hepresentatives Reports
3 i 2 'y by

of Cormittees, Vol, 5 , L8&th Congress,lst Secsion, Serial No, 2257,

r - ) : RYY 534 '

Report lo. 13253, one page. No action was apparently teken on this proposed
donatione.

15. " Report ‘o accompeny bill H.R,1628 from the Committee on Public Puildings
and Grounds regarding the Sale of United States Lands at Harper's Ferry, Yest
Virginia ," Nay 7, 188L, E ouse of Representatives Reports of Committees, Voldb,
L:Bth Congress, lst SessIon, 10C3-180L, ceriel llo., 2250, neport No. 1525,

two pages.
16, "eport to hccompany bill H.R. 1628 from the Senate Committee on lilitery
ffairs, authoriving and directing the sale of the real estate and riparian
ghts now;® owned by the United States at Herper's Ferrym in the State of
st Virginiza,® June 2L,138l, Senate Reports of Committees, L8th Congress,
1st fession, 1863-8lL, Vol. 7, Se'rial No. 2179 . Report No. 770, 3 pages.

17. "Annuel feport of the Solicitor of the Treasury to the Attorney-General,"
October 29,1885, House of Representatives xecutive Documents, Vol £0
1,9th Covvress, 1st session, 1885-86, Serial lo. 2387, Document No,. 7,
Part §, rp.290-291- Detailed report on the lots sold, purchesems and money
cqllpoteé from the May 25,1880 sale of public lots 2t Harpers Ferrys
Pages 200293, similarly deteiled report on the October 22,188l sale of

public land at Harpers Ferry, W, Va.

Eo. United Stetes Stetues at Large(179L-188lL)

Fo Hatlonal Archives Eecord Group No, 92~ Office of the Quartermaster Ceneral
Consolideted Correspondence File, Harpers Perry, West Virginia. 1886 letters

relating to Q.M. U.S, Military Eailroad buildings and also claims for
mllltsrv damage to private structureS.

b

G. Shepardtorn Eegister, W.Va,, June £,1878, Long article on - . trial
n Uu, District Court for West Virginie, Wheeling, regarding the 1813
f rry réghts of the United States on the Shenandosh o h1ver.

~

vopy of article in Hztionszl Archive Record Group 153, Box Ll



for ona yexr; and the further sun of three hundrcd and footy
thousand €ollacs, to be epplied, under the direction of the
President of the United States, in the purchase of arms,
exnmition and military stores; which sald several sums ghell
be peld out of the duties on irparts and tomsage; {0 the end
of the present year, :

) ~ Spction 5, 4And be it furither emacted, Thal &n annual
adxgint of the expenses of thea npationsl armouriez be 1aid before
the legisinture of the United Stateg, togother with an sscount
of the orra made and repaired theredn,

Approved, Apcil 2, 1794

o
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Biblography: Secondary Sources, covering period:1796-1865 %

"Survey

1,5mith, Philip R, Jr.,... ~ of Lotemnd Bwelling Houses on
Camp Hill, 1852-1861, Harpers Ferry National
Monument, " ( T1ypescript, Harpers Ferry NM,
April 17,1959, 69 ppe)e

2 Snell, Charles Wo, " A Comprehensive Historg of the Construction,
Maintenance, and Numbers of Lrmory Dwelling Houses,
1796-1869," (* ypescript, Harpers Ferry NM, Revised
Jenuary 13,1959, 110 pp., 3 mapse)e

3eSulliven, Arthur L., "Historic Buildings Site &urvey Report: Wager
Lots Now 17 o,/ 3L, 1782-1869, High Street Studies
No« 1, H arpers Ferry National Monument,"
(Typescript, H arpers Ferry NM,, Revised May 15,1859)
90 Ppe

ZHenandoap Street Studies:

Le 8 arles 1., "Historic Building Site Survey Feport: History

<s neth Chélizts I,E.j';o 11, Block C, Shenandozh S‘tr:eet, 1796 ta
1865, Harpers Ferry National Mormment," (IVPS typea:,crip’g s
Hurpers Ferry National Monument, Janu:r;_.‘ 23,1959, 118 pages,
1T rmps, and 9 photocse Project Noe. HF=2T7he

e R [ >>>>>>> a

: . nisetoric Buildine Site Survey Feport:History of
5eSnell, anrlfsgé. }’T Or ﬂ?;“zr}; ?ﬁiilg‘: g;enandoah Street, ]’.796-3:865 >
;ﬁz;bez"s.F;rmr Netional Momument," (WFS 'l:.ypesgrlpt, heérie; i
Ferry Netional llonument, Jaruary 30,1959); 69 PPey aps,
and 3 photose Project No. HF-2 7B

¢

v Nl ebopie Building Site Survey feport: History of
6+ Snelly ChaLr‘;i:sNg . ,l! i;vgfr;;oii%:lgﬁenandoah Street, 3{.796-1&65, )
H’aroers.Ferry Netional Morument," (NES ’g:ypesc-ilp‘b s Hzérizr; ‘
Ferry National Monument, February 3,1959), Sl po., S, ;
and 2 photose Project No. HF=2TC e

S Jm

. s - - . ~r 99 < w7 Ibe]')OI"t:
7. Snell, Charles ‘e, 1Historic Building Site Survey i -
| ’ History of Block F, Block G, and the UdSe I‘em Lots; N
Shenandosh Street, 1796-1869, Harpers Ferry National Ilonument,
(KPS typescript, Herpers Ferry National Momment, Februsry 9,
19559); 59 ppe, 10 mzps, 3 photoSs Project HF= Do



25

8. Snell, Charles W,, "Historic Building Site Survey Eerort:
History of Catholic School Lot, Presbyterian Church
Lot, and Jefferson's Lot, Shenandoah Street, 1796=
]
1869 (NP.&, Typescript, Herpers Ferry National Monument,
February 11,1959), LL pagese

®e Smith, Philip R.Ir., "History of Loudoun Heights, 1813-1880,Harper

Ferry Netional Monument," (NPS Typescript, Harpers Ferry
N.Mﬁf June 9,19595, Sl’pages.r ? :

10, Smith, Philip R.Jr., "History of Herperfts Graveyard and the Pine
Crove Cemetery, Camp Hill, 1803-1865,"(11PS Typescri
Yerpers Ferry National Monument, April ?2,1859), 7

11, Smith, Philip R. Jr.," History of the Public School, the Harpers
Ferry Female Seminary, and Armory lzgavine Lots,,
Camp Hill, 1796-1868, Herpers Ferry National Monume
(NPS Typescript, Harpers Ferry N.M., April 2,1859,)
16 pages,
Churches s

19, Smith, Philip B, Jr,," History of the Methodist Ipiscopal Chur
;818-—188842 and the Free Church, 1818-L5," (NeP.E.
*JPEYCTLPY;  Harpers Ferry Nationel Monument, Mar

1859) 13 pages.

13. Smith Philip R.Jf., "History of St Peter's Roman Catholic Cm
1830-1868," ( Typescript, Harpers Ferry N.i.,
March 11,1859), 15 pages.

. Smith, Philip R.Jr., "History of the Methodist Protestant v
and Odd Fellows Hall, 18),3-1868," (NPS Types

ript
Harpers ferry National lonument, Narch 1-,1&59%,

15. Sriell, Cherles W.,"History of the Presbyterian “hurch, 18L!
(vps Typescript, Harpers Ferry National lonumen
June 9,195%9), 15 pp.

16 Smith, Philip R.Jr.,"Historic Building Report, Part II, His
Data Sgction for the Protestant Episcopal Cr
181 -1895, st, Jomn's Church, Bldge Nos L8/
(NPS ,ypescript, Harpers terry Netional Mom
ey 55?1959 s il‘pp.
17 Smith, Philip R Jr.,"History of the Evangelican Lutheran

“hurch, Camp Hill, 1850-1868," (NPS typescri
Herpers Ferry National Monumeént, Harch 31,1

{

-"r‘ia'v‘ & :. - . & ;
Llso see Historic Structure Reports for Bldgss No.3L-35, 36,
L5, and L8, for Buildings used by the U.S. Armory,1796-
and Philip B, Smith's Histories of Armory Dwellings No.
320, 31, and 32, Cemp Eille
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April 2, 179 Act

-

Public Statucs et large of the Unlied States of
Yol, 1, 1st - 5th Congress 1769-1799, 1843, p.352

An Act of Congress providing 'fart?ﬁ erecticn of the arsenal,

Third Congress Sezs, I, Chapler 14 1794

"Ghap, XIV - An Act to provide for the evecting aaarepeirmg
of Arsennls srd Magazines, gnd far other purposes,

, Seotion 1, Beitmmwthemtemnmscof
Repreosentatdves of the United States of Amerdea {n Coryroess ssaenbled,
Thet for the safe keeping of the military stores, there ¢hall de
satabliched under the direction of the President of the United Statea,
thrée or four sraenals with magasings, as he shall Judze most
expeddent; in such places as will best accommodate the different
parts of the United States, Either or both of the srserals heretofore
used at Springfield and Curlisle; to be contimed ac part of the
gald menbor, at his dzcretiont Provided, that none of the said
grsenale be erecied, untll purchases of the land neeescary foo thelr
acscmmadation be made with the consent of the leglzlature of the
state; in vhich the same 18 intendsd to de erected,

 Section 2, And be it further enseted; mz there shall
b3 ecicbliched, at each of the alcresaid arsenals; & national armoury,
i1 shich £hall be emplayed one ruperintendent, and ong paster-armoures
(mamnbaappomeawmmaentofmmmmaw
@3 rany vorkmed ag the Sstretory o the deparimend ¢f war shall,
frem timg o tine, deenm nocescory, s that the whole mmbder at ell :
the arourles shall not exceed cne hundred, Andthesaidsupwmendm
~ shall each recelve as & conpensailon, sevently dellers per month, and
the ssid z&swr-armer e&ch, ﬁ.ﬂy dollars per mouth,

Section& Mhitmthummd;mtmmw
eployed en officer, vhose duty 4% shell be (under the direction of
the departnent of war) to the receiving, mhcpiuz
and digtribution of the mlidtary.sicres of the Unlted States, and
to call {o aocount all persems, {0 whom the same rmay de intrusteds
&%u?wmmmmiﬁum;auamw

-five dollars per month, gholl appeinted
h@ddm of the United Mu.."?%a;;

Mw&. Mhitmmw,mtamm
exceeding £ifty-nine thousand dollars, be appropriated for the
erecting and repairing of the arsendls and magazines afcressid, -~
and & sunt not exceeding twerty -two thousand eight hundred and sixty-
five dollars for defraying the expense of the matiomal srmcuries,
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US. STATUES AT LAL

s vOLe 3, p, 5721

LOT o1 MAPCH 3, 1019

»
FTEENTH CONGRESS. Sess. IL Cun. 90,01,02 1810 521
i ‘ Srarvre 1L,

7 March 3, 1819,
i War to conrey o lot oy MarchJ, 1819,
— Aci to authorize the Secretary'nj' l
Carr. I}EC‘Iang,nbclonging to the United States, lying i Jefferson county, in the
pUTCC A
ot ! e ; i The Secretary
it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the h{lz\:'c(l o e
Q(I;)“o; Amcrica, in Congress assimbled, That the Secretary of War j;cd 1o convey
Males ]

, , in fee si J a Keep-Tryst

be and he is hereby, anthorized to convey, by 4d00d, i fee »"mfﬂlﬂ, "“LC_ h'”g:lcp’ o
&’l n John PC'lChCr, a \0!,0! parccl of lnnd,\\'l‘h the dpp\)rif‘,lhmct‘s upon LeTmMs Cou-
certal ¢

R 1 i irginia "
- 210 the same, lying in Jefferson county, in the state (ixf V(; % ma, qm\itt%rﬂ:ﬁe
10‘1]}g‘<;?}e Keep-Tryst Furnace, and contaimng two hundred and twen- interes
calicd th S

inited States.
) \ he ma United
ty-one acres belong'\ng to the Um\cd SU\‘C‘S, upon such teyms as 3y The monvylp
3

k most ¢O nlu ive to the interest { the UY\“ed States, dnd the N
(v cre 8] 1 1 {
oney ansmg from ﬁle Salc dlCl’COf 1o deOb“ m the tledomy Of the the Treasury
.

United States. : s
Approvep, March 3, 1819,

Tract sold to John Peacher on 21 September 1819 for $ 15,000,00

¥
Col, Ceorge Bomford, Chief pf Ordnance, to B. ll. Butler,
Secretary of Wary January 12, 16837:
", ..2lthough a very large sum was paid by the War Department
[in 1800] flar this right to dig ore viz. $ 2L,000 to Generzl Lee
[for 1,600 2cres] and ¢ 12,000 to Potts, Wilson and North[ for
the right to dig on Lee's 1,600 acres and the ‘221 acre Keep Tryst
Furnace] minus $ 15,000 for vhich the '221 acre . tract  sold
[in 1819] and although the ore is considered as of the very first
quality yet it has never been made available to the U S, ahd unless
the Netional Armory should be established ( somewhere in the

neighborhood) it probably never can be,.." [National Archives kecord

Group 153, Office of the Judge Advocate Gereral, Military keservation
File, 1809-19L2, Box LS.]

Thomas C. Miller of Cettysburg, Pa,, entered into an agreement
vith Col, Eomford to dig ore on the Friends' Ore Bank, vritting on
July 26,1837: "I vent to vork to prepare iron suitable for Herper's

Ferry Armory, Already I have delivered two tons," YePherson and
Brien also cleimed the right to dig ore off the Friends'! Ore Bank and

their vorkers forfced Miller's men off this tract, leading to a contest
in court,

87
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U8 STATUES AT LALRGE, VOL, 9s 207

Joint Resolution of Congress, llarch 3,18L7:

. 1

RN

o
t; {Ne. 9.] — /1 Resolution concerning the Purchase of additiona Lands forthe Nporepy 1657,
’g . Use of the United States Armorics at Harper’s Ferry and Springfield. [ A
Resolved by the Senate and Iouse of Representatives of the United
; Ntates of America in Congress assembled, That the assent of Con-  The purchase
% ress be, and is hereby, given to the purchase of additional Jands for Y:fnds r‘:‘l‘]‘[‘:]‘{'}’r"’;‘(‘:‘(}
H the use of the United States armories at Harper’s Ferry and Spring- at Harper's Fer.
; teid, and to the application for that purposc of o much of the sums ;;‘."‘mﬂ“d Spring-
4 mropriated for repairs, improvements, and new machinery at Har- "%
;

o Ferry and Springficld armories, by the act approved Angust
ialhih, eighteen hune
seemtended for )
R ST

Areroven, Marel, 2, 1847.

Ired and forty-six, as the estimates show to have
ic purchase of lands and buildings for said ar-

US. STATUES AR LARGE, Vol. 9, P69

1216, ch. @

Appropriations Act of August 3, 16L6- Ixtra ct for

L2

the Ordnasnce Departments,

For the purchase of ordnance, ordnance stores, and supplies, one
huudred thousand dollars.

Tor current expenses of the ordnance service, one hundred thou-
sand dollars.

For manufacture of arms at the national armories, three hundred
thousand dollars. . ]

For repairs aud improvements, and new machinery, at Spring-
field armory, one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars‘. )

And the sum of five thousand dollars, out of the appropriation made

for the said objects by the act approved March third, eightecn han- .

dred and forty-five, is declared to have been intended for the purchuse
of the lots adjoining the armory ground, as cxpressed in the cstimates,
to which purpese it has becn applied.  And of the sum uU.owed by
the said act to, be applied to repairs at the national armorics, such
dount as in the judgment of the Sccretary of \Vur' may be necessary,
Bot exceeding fifteen thousand dollars, may be applied to the purchase
of lind from individuals and from the town of Springficld, Massa-
chusctts, and the assent of Congress is hereby given to such pur-
chasc.

‘For repairs and improvements, and new machinery, at Ilarper’s
¥ erry armor

and sixty-one dollars.

¥: one hundred and twenty-eight thousand three hundred

Contingencies.
Ordnance, and
orduance stores

Current  ex.
ffenses.

Danufactare of
arms.

Repairs, &ec., at
Springficld.

83,000, out of
appropriation  of
act of 1843, ch.
65, declared to be
for purchase of
lots adjoining ar-
mory ground, &c.

Repairs, &c.,at
Harper's Ferry.



United States Statues at Large ,Vol. 15, 265-266, ?/ ’

PUBLIC ACTS OF THE FORTIETH CONGRESS

OF THE

UNITED STATES,

Passed at the Third Session, which was begun and keld at the City of
Washington, tn the District of Columbia, on Monday, the seventh day
of December, A. D. 1868, and was adjourned without day on Thursday,
thefourtlz day of March, 4. D. 1869. -

Axnm:w JOHXSON, Pres;dent. Bexsauix F. Wapg, President of the
Senate. ScruyLeEr CoLFax, Speaker of the House of Representa-
tives, until the third day of DMarch, A. D. 1869, on which day he re-

" signed, and THEODORE M. Pomsnoy was elected SpeaLer, and so
- acted for the remamder of the session.

-

CHAP. I1. — An Act providing for the Sale of the Lands, Tenements, and Waler Privi- Dec, 15, 1868.
leges belonging to the 5:1!&1 States at and neur Earpa"s Favy, in the Counly que er- P
son, West Virginia. - S

- Be it enacted by the Senate and }Touse of Representatwes Qf the Umted -
States of America in Congress assembled, That the Secretary of War be, ie"tzesel of
and he is hereby, authorized and directed to make sale at public auction guetion the
of the lands, tenements, and water privileges belonging to the Uhnited %oloerty of the
States, at aanear Harpers Ferry, in the county of Jefferson, West Vir- Hg‘r;?r,ftﬁﬁ"ft
ginia, except as. hereinafter provided, in.such parcels as.shall, in
.~ opinion, be best adapted-to secure the greatest amount of moaey therefor. !
on-a credit of one and two years, taking 'bond and security from. the pur-. =™ ¢k
_ chaser or purchasers. for the payment of. the purchase-money.;2and. that  Terms
the proceeds of such sale shall be applied by him as follows : . Provided, -~
‘That no such sale shall be made until the:time, terms, and p]a.w thereof _ Advertisement
shall have been published fn one of the principal newspapers in each of in newspapers.
the cities of WV hm«rton, New York, ani Cmcmnatx for sxxty’ days pnor o
. to the day of sale’s © -
- First, in defmymrf the expenses of makmg said sale.
* Second, in refunding to the United States the principal sum of purchase« s”'lea.h"w ap-
money paid for said lands, tenements, and water prlvxleges y the Umted
States, and for the erection of bmldngs thereon. >
——*Third, if any surplus remain, he shall deliver the same to‘such agent Surp)na to
as the legislature of the State of West Virginia shall appoint to receive > the ¥ “;ﬁ‘o\{fc jort
same; but upon condition that such sur plus shall be received by the State fand of the State.
of West Virginia, to be set apart, held, invested, used, and apphed as & part :
of the school fund of that State, under and by vu‘tue of, and in manner
and form as provided in section first of the tenth article’of the constitution- " -
of West Virginia, and for no other purpose. And on making such sale of Sem-etaf’y of
the said lands, tenements, and water privileges, or any part thereof, the ;Zgésm exccute
“said Secretary of War is hcreby empowered and required, on receiving
the purchase-money in full, to execute all necessary deeds therefor to the
purcha.ser or purchs.sers t.hereof on behalf of the Umted States.

LEE P T T
ﬁw; Sec: 2: Andr ﬁe it furﬂzer macted, That the Sein ctary.o( 'War be,authopﬂv : wi’fcgm‘:’;f‘
‘ized and directed “to convey by deed to Storer College; an=institution of portions to Storel

‘learnmv charicred by the State'of West Virginia, all those certain por~ -
| tions of the . aforcsaid property, namely: the buildings, with. the Jots on
“which they, stand, numbered. thirty, thirty-one, and thirty-two, and also
“building numbered twenty-five, with enough of the Jot on which it
stands to give-a breadth of ten rods on- Hwh Street, otherwise - known
as Washington Street, all of said buildings and lots. .belng situated at, Har-' S
per’s Ferry aforesdid, being the same which have heretofore been assigned |
by the War, Department to the bureau of refugees, freedmen, and |:
abandoned L’mds, for educational purposes ; and .also o convey by deed - and otherpon-
to the proper persons all such other lands and buxldmga, portions of the “";;n‘:.‘i,m”
aforesaid property, as have heretofore been set apart by the propér author- | e .
ity for religious, charitable, and town purposes. .. L
APPBOYED, December 15,1868. . Ve e e

S -t MR 158

o o




92

United States Statues at Larce (RA77-79),Vol. 20, 130-131.

-

‘Juve 14, 1878~ . 392 —An act authorizing the Solicitor of the Treasury by and with the con-
e gemrbioBthe.Secretary of War, to cancel certain contracts for the sale of lots of land
! madeat Harper's Ferry in the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine by the United

¢ . Btstes;to Tesell the same, and sell or lease all other real estate and riparian rights
- now-owned by the-United States at Harper's Ferry, West Virginia. s

ST - Redtenacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United |
Purchasersat-Stafessf America in Congress assembled, That the Solicitor of the Treas- |
AII)IMPOIHB' F eﬁfy to. urg-hy-and with the consent of the Secretary of War, be, aud heis here- |
qfitl;fu;’;f:im'. °% by, amtherized to cancel contracts with and release each aud all par-
~ : chasexg-of Tots of land from their purchases made on the thirtieth day
- of November, eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, at and near Harper’s-
: Ferry;West Virginia, whenever such purchaser or purchasers shall qait- -
- claimrand-Telease said lots or parcels of land to the Governinent of the
United-States by deed in such form as may be required by the Solicitor
Provise.- of the Treasury: Provided, That such quit claim and release shall be-
- execated.and tendered to the Secretary of War within four months from
. the passage of this act.

Release -of -pur- - SEC. 2. That whenever any of the said lots and parcels of land shall

chaser. ' be quit-claimed and released in pursuance of section one of this act, the
o Solicitor of the Treasury shall, by and with the consent of the Sec-
retary-of-War, cancel the obligation of the purchaser or purchasers.
e thereof-and release the same from all liability to the Government of tha
Lots may be of- United States for the purchase money of such lot or lots of land. And
fered again: the Solicitor of the Treasury shall, when he deems it expedient to sub-
ST serve the interests of the government, have the power, and he is hereby

- authorized to offer for sale said lots or parcels of land, so quit-claimed

and released by auction, after first giving notice of the time, terms, and

place of sale in pursaance of existing law, upon such terms as in his

: judgment he may deem expedient.

Solicitor of the SEC.3. That the Solicitor of the Treasury is further anthorized to
Treasury may sell make sale, in pursuance of law, of the whole or any part of said prop-
orlease. . erty, or, if he deem it expedient and better for the public welfare, leass
for any term of years and part or all other real estate and riparian rights
now owned by the Government of the United States at or near Harper's
Ferry, Jefferson County, West Virginia.. - R , el

Corpe

: S e e o

Abatement of | SEe. 4. That the Solicitor of the Treasury be, and he is hereby, au-

p“mb“?e‘fn"”ey | thorized to abate part of the purcbase-mone§ due from purchaser‘ss who

. have made improvements upon lots of land purchased as aforesaid at

“ Harper’s Ferry: Provided, That in his judgment such purchasers are

- ==z legally or equitably entitled to such abatement: And provided further,

abgge!;gtt:@f!:of Tl.xat.such purchasers shall applicationl to the Solicitor for abatement

, . within two months from the passage of this act, and, in case an abate-

’ ;ment is made, shall pay the balance of the purchase money due after

. deducting the amount abated within sixty days thereafter; otherwise,
the debt to remain as if no abatement had been made.

SEC. 5. This act shall be in force from its passage.

Approved, June 14, 1878.

Date-of effect.




UNITES STATES STATUES AT LARCE,

1883"1885’ Vol, ?3’ p069

. L,8th Congress, Session I,

CHAP, 176.—An act authorizing and dirccting the sale of the real estate and ripa-
rian rights now owned by the United States at Harper's Ferry, in the State of West,
Virginia.

‘Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives of the United
Statgs of America in Congress assembled, 'That the Solicitor of the Treas-
- ury is hereby authorized and directed to make sale of all the real estate

and riparian rights now owned by the Government of the United States
.- at Harper’s Ferry, in the State of West Virginia, such sale to be at

- public auction, without reservation, except as hercinafter provided, to
the highest bidder, and after not less than four weeks, public adver-
tisement of the same, in such newspapers as the Solicitor, with the
tonsent of the Secretary ot the Treasury, may select for such publica-
tion : Provided, That the property shall not be sold for a less sum than
t\ﬁ‘-nt.\' thousand dollars.

SEC. 2. That said real estate and riparian rights shall be sold either

& an entirety or in such parcels and divisions as in the judgment of the
sd Solicitor shall be most promotive of the interests of the United
States, and upon such terms asto cash payment and credits as the See-
fetary of the Treasury may _prescribe, but so that at least one-third of
the. burchase-money shall be paid in cash, aud the credit portion shall
"»‘iqn“mterest ' t.the rate of six per centum per annum.

“'; l;‘(; J. That upon the compliance of any purchaser or purchasers of
N ml'e of any parcel purchased as aforesaid with the terms of sale,
is(wl\‘pmclmser or purchasers shall be let into possession of the prem-
im‘(”‘»:tlnl_xtchased; and upon full payment ot‘ the purchase-mmoney and
of thlé U(lf_ any be due), the Solicitor of the Treasury, for and iu behalf
Ml n‘xted States, shall make, seal, and deliver to the purchaser or
il ;&0\1? good and sufficient deed or deeds, conveying all the right,

“‘!“cnf ¢ rﬂest, and estate of the Umt_ed States in said property or parcel

S as the case may be, in fee simple.

“EC 4 That this act shall be in force from its passage.

APproved, July 4, 1884.

1884

July 4, 14,

Sale of real es-

tate and riparian

rights of U, 8,

at

Harpor's Forr ¥y

West Virginia.

Provign.

Conditions and

terms of sale.

Conveyance
title.

of
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UeSe DIEDS 70 THE PUBLIC LANDS OF TIF Lol

1796-. 1633 o

" AINORY AT HARPTR'S FEIRLY,

®

Items No. 1 to 9, Transcribed by James P. Noffsinger in

&

ashingtony Jo £ in 1958, and copied
'{; Jon*}-”ﬁ'hw*}“;(lno Trrrayrde =

£ : Vircinde,
Y - NI e
Phyeical History,”( Nation2l Perk Sewcice lypescript, Fastern
Office of Design end Construction, I “ﬂi;a&e*phl 2, Poe, MNovember 1958),,
ems llo, 10 end 11 tranecribed by Charles W, Sn 911 1979



No. 1 9 4

4 . 03 » 4]
Last Vill of Liobert llarper, Herkeley County, Virginia, Septerber 26,1702,
Copy from Nstional Archives Fecord CGroup No., 153, Office of the Judge
hdvocate Cereral, lilitary Peservation Divieion, Keservetion I'ile,
1809-19L2, West Virsinia, Box loe LL, Washington, J.Ce

" ¥In the Mame of God Aoen, X Bobert Harper of Berkeley
Mu%e&mmlmwmmm&&wmm

bt pound in Memecey and 0t

tyandviciss.‘mdea f-ddla cogeding Blarnity do

wmmd?wtamntmmxmz;, d.eauosingamrwcdnﬁingm

fom ez follogs Vs, Il&xﬁwmmmmmm
" horied sig,/inadmentmatmmﬁ‘
macﬁm‘ammﬁmedmlw zgr&an’tome
ﬁ’i of the¥ God who gave 4t 4n} ofag}mdmsma@im
there the gtonement ard & exant of ouwr lood end 70
“Saview Jesus M!MM@%WM%M‘@&@M

§E
i

)

along
mmmrmwmmmwmm
m&wmmmmmmmw
mm@%mﬁ?aw o
mdc@thsneﬁaim line Shad} terminate,
mwthe leading to Fotowmck t0 terodnate a8 Soor s
mmmmm,mmmmwmmm
'smmwmunmumﬁaemmamwmwmm ,
pnd Inolude the Yaland opposite wheve the sudd lins shrives,
mamuowm:mmmm,wmm mianna
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%‘
5

mwﬁmmmwmdma&am; end -
@lzo €ll ny Estate Right and Tlile to end for Ton Acres Sl
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Noe 1

»mtﬁﬂmdmmitﬁ&uﬁmmwmﬁama "
Pt s oy doviben ont boguerthed TGt e

m&:malﬂfewﬁves,mdiﬁisukewisemmmﬁwmid
Hicee Sarah o hee Husbend Shnll and mey have QAL powe and
fnutwitatoleavewmmwtho sadd Ferry ond Ianda to then
“gavisod &3 pbove 1o élthar of thedr sons vhom fheoy Shedl Judge
‘rost deserving Thereof ond in coss of fellwre of pole lire to
1save td give the précioes eftresaid to elther of Tholr Daughters
as oy eppoar Yo tham o2 the supvivor of then the rost gultable
",I‘tis.iksaimwﬁﬁltmt Debde 21l and momdey Shall be peld
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No. X

mmm&mﬂg%&awm@tym- P . .

Signed sealed published pronsunced end

declared by the pald Bobert Buper to

e his last wild and?estm’tin "’""// Robexrt Barper
mesencs of us-

7 /7 Teditson

ell1dsm Dmean <00
Fﬂmxka

%itmmmmw&asemwwmtz&b@t%‘wf '
of the Countly of Berkeley & Cooromwealth of Virginie, ha
ma@wecmmmmrmmtmmmm
‘@tethisfiwtdayafwtowmmamw “edand
Zightf-ko; IR Barper Yy this present (o--dl1 éo
ratily confira s* lest will & Testarent; and it i2 fwrther xy
Iast wi1l that four acres of land most Convenlent round
m&:‘avey@dmwm&wfaxwmwma&Miz:tiuly[J
dppropriete 10 the use of & grave yard end ell &y Debls &us
By Eod note e Back Debt &rd 82} the rents noy ¢ue fronry
fm%ﬁwk&wtwsﬁspw@ddﬁ%h&sﬁm&?mﬁs
Erecting Bullding & church ot 52 feur aorez of
unitﬁlg Ea*w-ing ‘@ head and fool stong for py wife
gravemuksgmrwwmmdnyﬂnmmmng
iz th:t this co codicll be adjudiged to be a part und porcel of
oy lagd will end Testarment end that things eantained thercin,

be feithfly snd truly prefarossd
hevwxrme%uuthemehmm iﬁiafswdsﬁfﬁj

éten in ny lest will & testasend s ¥itness py hand this tiratmy
Oclober cne thonsand Sweam& audti@iy-tw R

- Bigned in presm ofus - i,,j«-lii—?fﬁi ; s

. Be K, !Eaigiz’t NG AN

- R parks Fe Enb@t&rperhinmk

Lo o
o CEREES

et S e o
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Noe. L

Ataeoatheldtcmwkelevcamtytham&yof
: }Z 1sat will and Testamont logether with the
mdecil emexed of Bobefd Haxrper Decsased Fas presented
4o et by Jchn Ryan Edvard lucas and Robert (rlffith the
Exsuuters chercln nased %nﬁ: C(ath theroto aceording to lav
and the eans being provd the Oaths ¢f Robert M, Exight
€1114em Darke and Willlan D.mm.n witneases thereto end ardered
. t0 be¢ recorded and on the motion of the sald Bxeartors who
extered into Bond with ¥illiam Derke and Johm Briscoe Jun®
thoir securitica in the penaliy of f£ivd Rundred pounds econ-
- ditionad for thelr true and faithful adninistraticn of the
" eaid Eztate Certificate 4a granted them for 0’ataizﬁng 8 otate
thez‘&ci‘ in dye form

Testo
' Kﬂlw

AW &mtm'm"
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Deed Noe 2

John Wager, Sr, and Others, Berkeley Conrty, Virginiz, %o the
United States, June 15,1796, for Approxirztely 117 zcres of land,
20 acres for an Island in the Potomac Eiver, National Archives kecord

Group 121, Public Buildings Service, Entry No, 75lsrrenty Deeds and
Correrondenc ,1796-188L, for Public Lands at Harper's Terry, V. Va. ? trays.

1}
mammmmﬂmmmmmmmm

ot thousand seven hundred and ninety elx Betwoes John

Hager Surlor and his pife Mercy Jom Yager Jundce ond

“ Yergretd Yogar pll of Berkeloy (oody In the Coopvsmues .‘t.h

&?}.:giamandlﬁ. Yager of the Glty of Pullslalphin
amemM@WMMo&wmﬁm )
Statos of the other pord; wilngoseth that the cold John Weger
tontor ol Bl sald wife Joknm Vape Junior Marproit Woome
and 13xy wger for and cnwldaraiion of the Sum of Sevet
Thoussend and Sixteon Pollezg ond Two Thirds of A Dollay )
Lt pomey to thes 4o hand pald before the Byeniing and
Deldyesy of these preseds oo dcoomd of the Talled Slates by the
z0dd Gogega Gashington pecident of the seld United Stabes | i
mzmmwwﬁmmaammmmm o
2844 wife Jolm Wager Junice Merpeetd Soger and sy Weger do f
m@wa&mﬁmmmmmmw%mmmm
Exsoniernte and Acquit and for fnd 4n Consdderedion of the
Covemantas hoeddn afieer Beseryod on the pert of {he United Stotes
0 D& kopt and perfornsd Bave gpranted bargained sed eold slden -
Reiicase and Coofirn and by {heoq do gz borgedn snd
e} elios Relsase end Condivn ammmc{ewm

2 gwpaioent o the United Slalts & hle soscessove forgver the -
m\@ﬁgmmwmwmmtistmLm
mmmmmmmtehwm




Noe 2

2) .
up the Shenendoah River on the oo alde by tho wend side
of the Gorden fence belonging o the Drelling houss of tha aadd
Jolinn Feger Sendor and 8 1ind Exleading from themeo Hortharly
to inslude a stahle on the noedl 2ide of eaid Declling house .
dn toothae side theace Beoiiely 4411 pithin ons Foumdred and ficty
fwmmmwmmmpc*mmm,mﬁmmm
it striles the Rood aforenald Leading fran the fomy wp the
Shomymdcah,y Breepiing also & pdoce of land for the femyy Landing
one hexired and  ten feot fron the bank of the Rivesr Potoosck
mmmwmmwﬁ-m&mmmmwam
- house dowm to the poind vhore the walers of the Potamack and
mamsmmhltimsoﬁmthaafmm coo of Yand bodng indended
Yy the parties to lay along the Donk of the River podkesnok & to
Mhmmmm&*ﬁéﬁmfmﬁ&i&eﬁmt&mm
and to bogin on the oald Donk noar the sold sloné house ant to
exrtond with fhe gaid River dom to the polnd of Smation with the
Enrmandoah Together with a1 houses Except ds boforn Excepted
wsye md vatera Beeept ag is heraln after provided and Covemamted
wods fomoditios edverdoges and horeditanonis to the heoohy
- grented prexdses belanging o In ény menner eppictadning (Except
- 8o haredn beferg hath been o hovedn afior ghall ba Evegpled or
gthardsg provided end the Roverolons and Revesudons Remadndse
end Reendnders Reods lomwes and profits thecoofy end el the Right
Title Inferost end Cleuss In Loy ¢ Equity of them tha spld
3®amwﬁwmmmmmmmam,mm
vogar, sand asch of them of in aod 4o Contsrning
twprmiaes wmmm&mmmmm
mami&ﬁmmmmmmm,wmamma
%MémmwmeﬁQOm”mw
: yreservid end Covenanted unto Idn the sald Cocrpe Tachingion president
&mwmmmmmfwm@aaifwmm -

¢ 25

‘o€ keepdng the publick Perry ¢o fexrys from the sold Landing
nmmmwwmmemmwmmu



) OO

chore end of Landing at any tioe when the CQuwrent of edther
MVertﬁmllmbaitmémﬁehoatwboetaWJm

fmwmickumwwmﬂmlmmmwmmm
mwmmmwmmwmmwmmm
fron the sald fervy Ianding fctross Elther River o fron the

opposite olde of Blther River $0 the s2dd Feryy Landing but
vhenever and 80 often 83 tha (hited States shall mob be fwrnished
ﬁ&mmwmmwmmwwm
thing or things wreasonsbi Deley

my not be suffered ia thele 200ndvs, 4% shall be lasfull for the
wited States aforesaid ab thele om Expenss o Trawpoaed et to end -
from the sald ferry landing sny pecaon or persong thing o things o
pubiick pocourh which for the poneral good shall b Brpodemd
- and tho satld Joim Beger Sendor S hineelf and hls beirs Pxccutors
mmmmmmmwmmmwmﬁmm
- auld Qecrge Washington president of the United e S
biz succossors forever thal ha the sald Jobm Baper Sendoe dn -
parguance of the intont of dhe Iast «i11 of Roberd Buopor hath
Ellected and Appointed hin son tbg saidadmmgw&miwtotm
and $o hove and hold the said of Iand doviced by the
Tagt w111 aforesald unto the aald Sweah Berper his lode wife vho
hos Doparted this Iife vithoot m¥ing ey devisn @ .
thereol end that he the oald Jdim ¥eger Semfcr w1l nod make -
m;m@mmwmmmwwxmdﬁa
mrbunl 3y agreed betveen the pald John Wager Senfor imd Mg sald
.masmwwwsmmmmtmmmmmm‘
Ra*:pecbivebﬁra

SRt e,
mwwmm‘mwmm
1o beve Yold end Enjoy e thet pavt of the herthy -;:
mmmmmﬁmm@mw aw tha o
w&mmm&w wmmm

mmmw m&aithnaxmxgw@ wmwm .
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Mo, 2

mudject o the Exceptions and fovenants and proviziens aferesaid

\mis hin the said Georpge Fashington president of the wnited

Statex and his successors fur the use of the united States as
aforesaid cgainst the seid Johm Vager genior and his cald wife

Johin ¥ager Junior Margrett Weger and Mary Wager and thedir helrs

Jolnlly and Severally and agafnst the Claim of 211 and every persen

and perzons whalsoever will warront end shall forsver Defend by

these preseats, In witness whoereofl the parties kave here unto

est thoir hands and geals the Day and year firct above mxritten

gigned sealed and Delivered in

the prescace of Johm Wager &J

Avthue Shaaf & George Soott &

Roberd shittett as to John Wager : - :

John ¥eger Jum & Margrelt Tager John‘;‘agwi‘unﬁﬁ?

snd by the sald My Fager in the _

preseaca of us Fred, Beales Fhil,T, ¥argrett Toger 5;57

Yory Wogee /157

Wﬁ%@m&mmammamﬁwk}mﬁgw
In end pemtioned in erwegaingneed,ﬂzﬁesimdngatam
gtanding the west sl mf&wmdmmmedmmtyfm
from tho Bank of the Elver potcack and Running thenee 5 50-

i%ﬁpolestoast&amthemgeofahinmthes&&m_
doch Botlom and on tha aid.eaf 2late Rock belzcen a4 Mulber

ry and hop wood Tree both rarked with three Cheps ca one '
a:ldethcncen’tmwmpcles & Chestnut tree ou tha sida of &
_Mumkedasammx‘ﬁa E 22 poles to & stake ab the
gide of 8 Ercod RBock, then 8% 53 E 40 poles to the eforeseid Ba-
gimim@tedﬂngmdn&xl&iﬂmtwsixw&#md :

- i -
:1” T3

i

5) '
&ww&datmkewtﬁfﬁ‘.mleirw tha
ﬁxmmmww:mwwmmw:amme
&Mmc&mmgmm 17th - 1796 Signed,
& trus Copy witness .. _ Jehn Davenpert '
Jeim m&{ohn wager Junicxr,'; O
.wmtmmmw&wxmmmmm -
#ix we Boceived from Qecrgé Vishinglon president -
WWMM mwmwwmwmmm
am of &ix Théusand Sy Bundeed and Sixly siz Daliers o Two :
Tudrds of a Dollar slso Thres Jumdred and i€ty Dollors paking

the £ull consddgraklon wiynin mentioned Vis, Seven Thousand snd
8ixteen Dollars end Teo Trirds of & Dollar, In witness shereof, .

i



/0

Yo, 2

w0 have herounto oot our hands and seals the day end yoar last
sxriioned

Abteoted Yy Jchn ¥ager
Arthue Shanf & Ge” Seott J‘m John Feger Jr

Robrt Thitiotd s to John Weger  Margrett
Jam Foger Jun & Margrelt Goger  Mary Veger
ard $o the ﬁgnina Frggkthe md —

G /Mashingten
By g%‘w Dazh, W tnesses at the | &
Thaxrns W; Ge%

mwmnmmwhmemmeamekwﬁngwm :
emezad Dedd Conveyed Cortain fend from John Weger and John Bager Jr
to the Undied Slates Mow Thereol Lo 1% Knowm thad we the -
Subsesiders a party to the aftresadd Deed do (onscnd Covenamd
erd ages to and with the Undted States that the 2foressid non
Peoording of sald Deed does end ehall not in my Invalidate
the same and we ¢o by thsce presonts acknowledss ondd Deed o b
Just true and firm and that the date theresf sholl be ot the first
doy of Pelrusry ome Thousand Seven Hundred and Minely Sevea
Instend of the fifteenth day of Junt one Thousend Seven Hundred
and Ninely Six and thet the Rootrding thereot fole plsce fram and
'aftf:'thesaidﬁrateascfﬁ‘owmazvtbmm _

6 L
memxmammmymmwmm&zmw
o handn and senls ab Berperg ferry in the Coundy of Borksley -
Cormorprendth of Virginds bisﬁmt&yof?emmrymmwd :
m“*medwmnety Seven Sealed :&lazeﬁm ﬁag

: Qs

- CUC QL = = == wm
.P@‘fm ttett, Tmsﬁlsca .+ Jcha ‘ﬁsas‘ Jan_lgj |
ﬁuuemmaeth R . Rty

QW&MM&S@ S R p
dmm‘?@mm&hﬁmmm &u - -

Eoqy of Palladelphla cumg My Bager ~

cag 6 the Gramicors in 2 within written Wmm e —

end 4n Due fur3 of Lo eckmodledged the same 10 e hlr sob = o

.mmmwnmmaasmmw =

Wg&xza&ﬂ‘m%é RN
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In ':‘mﬁmny therecf I the s3id kayor have he:-mnﬂ—o
bahd 8rd Coused the Scal of the Mayorslty of
; ¢ 'gald Gty %o be herguste affixed the Twenty Third
¢zy of June in the yoar of ¢ Lord one Thousand Seven
hmdre& and nirct;; eix---~ - ”‘zéy.tthev Clorkaoy payor

2t & & %heldf&ﬂw?mlwcmmtythez&théaycfm
1797 tuls Indentire was acknovledged Yy John Fager Jokm
Yeger Jualor dwo of the parties thareto hich together vith
the éuly Authenticated ’}wtﬁ‘xeate, es to the BExeculion of.
bevy vagés tue gther parly, and lhe cther Wmax tbere
mcmﬁngs Wwwrem -

By The Court - :’.f. . i-.‘f_:f'fi’.'f S
A Copy

mzm:rte: 33’3"‘



Deed Mo, 3 /O y

Deed from Thomas Rutherford end Others, Derkelsy County, Virginia,
to the Uaited States, February 20, 1797, for epprorimstely 310 acreg
of land at Herper's Ferry. National Archives lecord Group loe 171,

Public Duildings Service, Imtry No. 75.

Winis Inﬁenture rade thie twmtfeth Dey of Feluery in the year

of o Lord one Thousand S vm&m@ad&nimty&men&tvem
Thatin Butherford Willienm Derke van Rutherford & lory Rutherford
Beett & Executrix of Thomas Rutherford Junior Decsased of the
County of Berkeley & Stele of Virginia of the ené port end
"m*uhingtcmpresiéntctkeunimmtmformwmcr
the zaid United States of the Aher pard, witnesseth that tho said
Erecutors and Execudrdx Yy virtus of the lest will and Testament of
the sald Thomss Rutherford Junfor decessed and for & in eonzideraticn
ofmmofrenmmmmn&rstothminhmdpambytm.
satd George Uashington presidend of the Unfted Siates for and in
b&alrcfthesaidmitedstaﬁatheaeeeiptm‘w:ueydo

herely acknovledge aud thores? ¢ forever relsase bogult scquit

& discherge the said Unfted stetes, Thoy the sald Brocutors and
Executrix ¢o hereby grant targein sell slien release and Conlirm?
unto the eald George Tozhingleon gresident of the United States

& his gudcessor for every A Cerdein Tract or parcel of land S{tuate
lying end being In the seid Counly of Berleley & nomr the Confluence
¢f the Rlvers Polomnck and Shameondosh end bounded as follows,

- Beglnndng st Three Sycemorea eorner to Thonas Tilson, ¢a the .
Bolh Bork of Shenodoah and rumdng thence with the soid silsons

- 18ne nowrth tro Dogrees weod one hundred & thivdy slxr polea to s
white ek ecrner- Thenge North Sgventy Three Degreos vest Thirty
Six polea to & steke dn & field thenoe north Sevenly ning Degrees

o ¥est one hundred & Sixly Bigkt poles to & 211 vhile cak Growing

- et of slup Corner o £21d wilscn & the lends of polts wllsca
-16°; Tacnes vith thelr 1ing Herlh alx degreds Eosh ome hmdred &

_rzmmmwgm@uamwmammemm

of the extire tract stood thease dovm Poteoack river novth slxty
three degrees East Sixty Tro poles, thence South Sixty one Degrees
Frst three hundred and fiftem poles to 8 Chestond shup neara
wmmmmwmmmmuammmm
&nﬂﬁthmnmdnpim o

"' ~e . :" 7

ib}mmwmw:m
&gw&wmaumvammmmmmﬁm -
Eouth ene hundred and sixtetn poles to & axall Wimek ¢dk -
mmmmamm,wwmmﬂmiu :
© meanders Morth Righty Seven wozt Sixtecy poles South
Sgventy four degrees west poles, Scuth Twexly edgib



NO. 3

dogrees west thirty four poles; Scuth seventy degreon west
Twenty olght poles, veat twenty polea, North Blghty tuo degrecs
wost Twonty six pales horth Seveaty Right degrecs west fifteen
pales to the Begimning Contelirdry Three hmdred & Ten Boxes be
the somo moce o leso which oald Trestor parcel of
aw ety of a Trach of Iand Cranbed Robert Horpest Deceased
by the Iate Lord Fairfax propsdetar of the northern neck by
Potont bearding date om the £1£th day of april in the yomr of our
Mmaﬁwmdmﬁmﬁmdmdﬁfwm&almmm :
wwmmammwwmmc _
mc&éa‘muypatmtmﬂatemmmtmw april
year of our Lozrd ong thousand Seven hmdred end sdxty two
& were dovised bty the sadd Roberh Harper by hia lest il &
" Teatanent duly proved & recarded in the Court of the seld Cxmby of
Berkeley to & Certain Robert Griffith now decensed & Conveyed by
“Bobert Griffithy oldest oon ond hedr at law of the sald hAotert
- Griffith decsased by hia doed bearing date on the ninth day of
Jumunry Iast part, to the aforoseid Thomas Rutherford silliam
Derke van Rutherford & Mary Rutherford Beecutors and Bxeontrix of
m&@wmmmammmmsmm@
Mondowa vays walera walarfourses Mls, =11 darn & other
sppurtenoncos vhatsoever to the sald Trast of Zamd herely Convayed
belonging o in any wise appiriaining, to have and 4o hold the . .
zeld Trach of 1and herely Conveysd togethar with A1) & Sirguler
e sppurtenances thereunto bolonging unto the eeld George wWashingion
& hin succen ora presidents of the Unliod States and Lo the use
wmmammmmm,to&mmma&bmmm
gald united States

Latrd Poge/
&waﬁfwmmmew&ﬁwdmmemmm
Cley of every ewimmammm,&ﬁtheMd
Thorng Rutherford Derke mmm&mmmeﬁm

:wmsmmmﬁmnmmmmwmm
"Comveyed with ell and Singuloy the sppurtnances thereunto

undo the sald George Washingion preaident of ihe wnited States &
mmwmrmmW@mmwmwﬁmaw
than the said Thomas Rutherfoed Willden Daorke van Rithorford & -
iy Butherford & thelr hedra Jololly & Severelly & eguinst the
.mwmammmwmmmmmmm A
maww«n\vm In witoeog wherood o
the purties to these hawgowaﬁmirhmdam
ﬁam myammmnMthdwmmm
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in progence of e Thoras Rutherford 5{}7
Thooan thite; Poul Ceedrmore — ‘
Beronorons Probook #illdenm - — Willien Darlo

Dalayea Johm Grantham Jume / Yan Rutherfosd

Thoreg Spellwood Lomiel Jewes Mery mrhharfcrd

. witness to the signaturs of Goarge Washington
‘rchiaam&m B Pandridge, Qoarge ¥, Cralk Gecrgo feshington /15/
3 Morch 1797
%isﬁeﬁdismdsufﬁciminm
Chaa leq elttorney Gerr us
&t a Cowrt held far Bevkelgy Camty the 25th day of Seplember
1mm5mm¢mammwmmwm
m%MM&MMMW@omdmmmm
and 5% Cowrd held for the sald County the 24%h day of Soplem
bor 17798 the seme was further agdnovledged bWy Wllian Darke
end Mory Rutherford $wo olhar parides thereto ard ordored to ba
" Beccxded Ly the Courd Teste J Bedinged (B0
A Oopy Testa D fhuter ("
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Deed Yoo I

v VUipeirdo. +to th
Henry Lee end Cthers, Vestmorelend County, Virgiriz, to the

United States, ey 8, 1800, for the right to dig iror orc on .
1,600 acres of land knowvn as the Friends! Ore Bank, DNetion2l Archives
Fecord Group 171, Public Publ Buildings Service, Intry 75,

"Ry 21l mem Yy these prosests thad ve Benry lze

& Sovemcreland coundy in Virginia and Ame hiag wdfe for and

in consléeratlon of the s of T.euly four tha=cfd dollarvs o /
i s2id Heury' 1gp In bhond patd by the Preaident of the thited
Rates of sperlen for and In belnlf of the said United Stoales the
receipt vhereol 48 berely acknouledged have graoted brgalnsd and
¢37d and by thise presents do prant vargoedn & sell alien and
condiza unto tig pald Unlied States forever ell the from ore in

a cocdaln toact of land situsie lu the County of Berkley in the
w2ld amenmealth) edfoining tho Riber potamack neer 42 the o
Za2p Triste furbncs sed=fnias shout sixteen Lunses swes in

~nieh 47 a bank of Ired ore Inon by the nace of Friends

wre tank (excepting 2o much ¢f sald ore , 23 kag bemy o014 and
ceervegred Yy the zald Howy Iee unbo John Podlas 74lllma iilson

and Gooege Horilh by hisz doed &uly executed end recandad

and also 81 the rizht of tha szid Boney lee to ddg oo in ayy
pard of the sald tract o laal and 1o renove the see peovided

the earth Cug shell be lsid level end alzo the freg ond absolute
ese of roads through the sodd Jand & shavves on the rlver for

the prpese of moving the seld e and roveover o1l the omusl

~arh recarved 10 bo puld Cor ¢y unto the sald Doy Lee his
holes ond assdgns by the said Jom Polts williem ilsen & Coomge
Horth thelr hedrz o assdpgns fomdog oul of the cald trect off

iomd and every pard thoreof, &nd 2lso one half gove ¢f land adfoining
the srig river {o ke salecied for the Unlted Staten aforesaid by
hadr agent duly aulborized iy the Secrelary of or umdey ihe
ciregliicn of the Presildand of the United States $opether with &3
the righds priviloges and rdvandages necessary S the Ageing
rziging and ravoving the sald e, to have and {0 hald the

herely granted presdses wiih thadr apourtenances wmto the eoid
Inited Stetem for ever 40 thedr only uze and behoof {red and clear
I all eledrs charges nortgoges Judgoents and Incusbrances
“batcosver excopiing the righd interest and estsie befire xeaticned
cold and comveyed by the aforesaid Hemry Lee unts the aid Jolm
PAlz ailldem slson and Goorge North

£=4
Liecon2 Page]

And the zald Henry Led far hinaelf end hiaz hedra doth covenant
womise end agreg to and with ths suid United Statles that the
sedd Berey lee and hisg helrs 5111 pale &0 and execcte all such
Liher snd further deed o deeds in law, es pay be réessomably



Leed Yo. L /O ?

“er

hemen 2% regquired o the perd o the gald Undted Slates

D e more perdect asguenect of the preddoes end every pard
L1l =0l thereof hevely iotended to be 20ld praxiod trpained
nd =232 unlo tha eald Unided States ecoarding fo the txue
virwl=g end intent of these pecents.

2% Lva sald Hoowry Loa T Himself and Ks hodes;, the sald
hemey zranded poadses snd overy part and pavrcel of thea, and
‘eopeially the ore in Frieds oo bank alfwresald in senner
gfcre==’d praated agalnst his cod ¥a hedres and gsadust alld
- end sy olher porzon and pavens shalsoaver to the cald
Budiet Stobes end thels escdsns fovever wil) wxezend and fovever
éxle=2 Ty these presexios  Ia Flinezss vhersef ve s aadd
forr 2 Anve have severally hercunto sed cur Rasdn & seals
wiz <Sont doy of may in the yoor cne thousand elgbd hundred ald

Sigmed -~
‘ Heomry Lea o
: - - L Iew
sorlsS =igesd and
40ls se=cd in thae
aratomse of
.‘%—1. ":‘:m
Jerg=len Hlcols Jun,
T, Tornow

?ammvhmi& 83
o <= ninth day of &2y in the yeor cna thousend elght
uniz=l Vefore me Edverd Shippen Chef Justioe of

the
[Fos Pege/

e ooems Courd of Pemsylvonda cara the within naced
Herey Zee and Ann M vife and eckmrledged the wiihin

witte= iIngtrument 1o te thelr ect and deed ond decired the
came ==gst be rocorded a3 puch  She the cald A

wing e cxardned seperaiely end apert fron her cofd
hushe== gnd declaring tha} che exgcuted the some freoly
ol velz=terdly withoul ey acegulzion o coercion of

Bed s=—£ hushand end che bedny of full age and the conlents
rece Zmomm to her In witneco sherecf 1 have
-hmsatwhandandeeala

‘ N7, dppen [I57
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Juin Gealding, a Clork ia tha vor office, Depracth,
that the ehove 1z a Htrue copy of Oeneral Hoxy leg's deed for the
lend, crd and privileges herely intanded 10 ve conveyed to the
Wdted Stated, aken Orom the resard ool of Condizacta and deedz
blanzing to the fer Dkpavieaat; indo which the gafd John
Grlding copled 1t from the coiziml; vhich origingd deed
28 in tha Yor Office ¢n tha Gth of lovember 1300, shen ihe
kince el papers Pelenging o tha sald office ware doalooyed Yy
{irs; oad that he has no doubd the suid deed vas then destroyed
ga 231 tha papers in ths save sparisent sere b that tize
doeotrored, To the beost of his knovledse and boliel
¢ Swma to, before rz thls 215t darch 180G

: S Danl Redndesl nyor of Goorge Toan®
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Deed lio, 5
Deed of Ceorge North, William Wilson, end John Potts, ond Others to the
United States, June 20, 1800, the righi 1o dig iron ord oa +he IrTiends!

Ore Bank znd 271 acres of the Keep lryst Furnace. National Archives Eecord
Group 121, Public Buildings Service, Imtry No. 75.

"Thig Indenture made this twentleth dey of Juma, cme
thousend eight hundred, bolycen George North end Eliza his _
wife of Berkaley County and ¥illlss Wilson and Jom Polls and
Elisza hig wife of the Tom of /lexandris g1l in the Sizaie of
Virginle of the cme part, and John Adang Presldemt of the
United States of thé other part, Vherees Henry Iee did by en
exvicle of agreement benring date the twenty f£ifth day of
Augusy one thousand, geven hundred & elghty nire, sell ond
convey to the said Wilsom, Noxih & Potts and {o Bobext E.

Eobort the right of digring ore froa Friends org Bank wnder i
cerbain conditions end siipulations and for & coriain ront 3
ressxved to be paid to the sald Henry Lee for ihe use of thisg ‘:
said ore aa is thoreln expresoed. Now therefore this Irndenbure |
Witnesseth that the goid willlam Wilson, George Nordh and

Elize his wife and John Potis and Eligs his wife for axd in
ecazldaration of Forty vwo thoumand Dollars $o them in hond

paid by the said Jolm Manmg on behalf of the spld Inited Stales |
a% or btafore the gealing and dellvery of these izaesents the
recelipt whereof lg hepchy acknowledged have granted, bargained
and sold aliend /pio,/ ard confirmed and by those pwesants do
grash bargain end sell alien nd conflrm unis the oald John

Adeng President as aforeneid his successor and succoSmorg in i
Office for the uss and ¢n behalf of the Unlted Sintes, Two
Inmdred & Twenly ope Acres of land be the same more or less
except 23 herein afior excopled, situnte end lyling in

Baorkaley Coumby ant the Dank of Potemack Blver the sams being
pert of a tract ealled the Furmace Trachk, late the property
of john Semple deceased, which was oold by John Liyenn, Georgé
Gilpin & Levine Powell Commisaloners eppointed by virdus of

8 decrge of the High Court of Cluncery to superiniend the
sale thereof on the foreclosure of & morigege given by the
zaid John 3enple to the Honorohle Philip Ludwell Loe Zsger to
satlaly debla dus to the Creditors of the said Jjohn Saxple, .
and convoyed by Henry Les and lintilda his wife end Ludwell lLee
end Flora his wife to Richard Bland Lee the purchacer of tha
gaid troot ot the sale of the Commiasioners aforesald and by
the puid Richard Bland Lee ocanveyed o the sald Henry Lee, and
oy tha sald Benry Lee end Xatilda his wife conveyed to the
s2id Willlom Wilson George Morth John Potiso and Hobert B,

Iobaxrt which said Robert E. Bobart bag gince by his Indanture
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dated the firat dsy of Moy, Ons thousand, eight hundred,
conveyod his ane fourth part of the prenises aforosald o
the gald William Wilson & Jolm Potts 8s will more Sully

end &b lerge appesy by & refarenca to the several decds
roccrded in Berkeley County and which pald tract is bounded
88 followa: To wit Begimning as /sic,/ en Elm neor & perked
Syommore o the bank of the river Potemack below the Rumace
and ruming thence Soubh sevenly cne degrees wesi eighty
elght poles Lo & double bodied black ouk seppling /sic

on the Fasi sige of a vallgy thenca Morth twenty nine degresa
wesh £ifly poles to swdry

 [Putod page/

mrked sapling on & ghegp hill gide on the south eide of

Fik bronsh, thense wp said branch North siziy ning dogreca
vest soyventy six polea to a sieke betyeen two red onks neay

- ¢ meadsy, thenoe egouth £ilty oma degroes weat twenty five
roles (o sundry marked saplings om a North Hil11 gida, thenca
Horth Elghvy nine degreas wasd thirty slx poles 0 2 walnub
vhaneg pouwth geventy odx degress vesh twenly poles 10 & siske
bolwedn an Elm and Iyma tree by & odift of rocka, thenc

south £ty degresz west ningtocn poles to {vo red ocka exd

& Iacust on the North side of o alosp hill, thanse Hozoh fifty
nine degressy weabh, sixdy Boven polea i two whills oak ooplings
Ia & valley, thence Koxth fowrtosm degrees veed oo hnmdred

& thistoon poles 4o two white ooks on the oorih eide of the
raneh £ive or six poles fioa the said braneh on the 2ide of
2 hill, thenca North forty two degress easi twenty four poles
w0 oudry marked saplings supposed to be om Villlem Ciroopa
iing, themee alung eaaid line south govanty szven degrees east
wo mmdred & alxty polos o to Stroops carmexr atanding on
ihe Dark of the river, thonge dowa the meandors of the yiver
South twoanly degrees ecat tuwenty 3ix poles, soulh thlxsy
degreen easy, forly eight polea, thence souwth forty aix degrees
eash sovaenty poles to the besinning excopt fowr sores ond
forty two roods s0ld %o Frederdek Siigh & woundsd ss follows:
Beginning at & gicne one rood from a mmall vhite onk i.:;tha
original lins of Herry Lee and Mxtdida his wifes /sfe./ deed
o George North, Willism %Wilson, John Podts & Bobart X, Hoberd
ind ruming thence with the sone Morth fourtes degresy thirty
mlnubes west twenty five poles o two emall waite

[Foartn page/

Dok coplings corner to the said deed, still with the pime
Ibrth footy ane degresa thirly mimutes Ezst twemly four poles
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to sundry merked saplinge cormer to sndd deed in SUighs /elc J
line, thonee with the mame couth savanty elx degrees thirty
minnes ezot tyenty two polog to tvo white ook soplings stard-
ing on the ¥agh side of the heed_of & Hollow leading dowm to
EIX branch then leaving Sligha /sic,/ line snd the linz of this
decd powrh thirty ning degrees thirty minuvtes wost forty

eiphs polea Yo the aforesaid boginning, Containing four
deres & forsy two roods and all the houses, Buildings, Mlls
Purnoces, waters, wator cources, Improvenents, Heredlitoments,
Apourtenasnces vhatsceyer belonging or in sny momner appertain-
irg to the premises hexely gronted, and alse the right of .
dizging ore from Friends ore Denit held under Hemvy Leo afore-
said in pursusnce of the agrocoent eforessid and the raversion
od rovorsiona, remsinder end reanindera, reats, issues &
profits tkerecof and of every purt thereof. To Hove and to
Eold Sha sald troot of land, Hoveditanments right of digging
ore al all and singulor the premizes before descrdbed with

" treir eppurtensnces, wnto the sald John Adams his swecessor
end gugcessors in office for the only proper use & bohoof of
the said United Stateq forever, And ihe said Goorge Hoxth,
¥illimn Wlleon & Johm Poitg for themselves & thelr helrs
hereby covenant & proolso o and with the sald John AfGems
his suecessor epd suocessors in Office that thoy will ol any
fima & al ell tizmes when the saw shall be reguired on {the
2ozt of the Unlted Stefes avecute eny other or fHrthor
ingtrmcat of writing for the more effectually comveying or
asguring & perfect & surs $itle to the premisos herchy

[Fasen page/

gronted fnd legily the sald Willism Wilson, Georyge Moxth &
Elizn his wife epd John Polts & Bliza his wife & their holrs
the heveby granted tracy of lowd, Horeditementa, right of
digiing ore ad a1l ond aingllar tha preaises befora
dezeribed with their oppurtenonces wnto the enid Joilm fdaomg .
iz guceessor and successors inn 0£7ice for the usa of the
Wtted Statan aforesald sgeingt the claim & dewrd of ald
rorsons whoteoever by these pregsents shell end will worzant
ond forever defend. In Witnnss whereof the parties to thess
mestmba have hereinto ceb thedlr honds & gealn the doy =nd
yorr firet within writtan.

Sealed & Delivered W vilom /3
in tke prosence of John Fotts /S
Eliga Potia /Seal

G. . Busphreaya : Georpe Morth
Thooog Smallwood ' Eliza Noxth /
louvlg Evons '

Duneen Niyom
George Gilpin
a1 Rerbext P. Remsny

Janes Wilson Jr.
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Rerkclaey L.L.

The Courmmisslih of Virginia, To George Glipin, ¥
Hexrbert & Richaxd Commy, Genilemen Justices of
County, Greeting, ¥hereas %Willlsm Wilpon John Potig &
£liza his wife Z Goorge Hovth % Eliza his wifa by thair
vartain Indenture of Barghin & sale bearing date the
twontieth dsy of June, oma thousand, elght hurxired

hava sld ard conveyed wmte Jolm Adems President of the
Uniied Stales ard his succesconoend suecessors in Office
the fea slmple oastate of ond ia 2 ceritaln trect oo paswel,
of lend, lying and beinz in the sald Cownty of Sevkliey /aie./,
cormtaining two hundred & $woenty one fcres (more or less)
& Imoluling Kesp Irysto Furnoce, And whoress the sid
Zlisa wife of John Rotla ¢iomod convenizdly travel {o the
eovut sforesald County of Bexlley Jele,/; & celnovlisdgn
e saey therelire we comind you o axy e oo e of
you, thab you personally go to iho gaid Elize wife of John
i and recelve hex alomowiedgeswnt thereof, ami conlee
er privately and eperd from hee gedd hushernd, vhelhor sha
doea the sang {redly & volurtorily, withoul his permussi
or tixeats and wiother tha I wl the same g2l ba
recorded In owr gald Cownty Cowrd togetlier wiith this eon-
nission annexod, & when you have recelved bar ecinogledge-
nent and cxaninad her aa eforesald, that you dlstinetly and
ricinty certify va tharcoof wder your hemls & gools, sonding then
there shis vrly, aod the endd Indemiwra. Vitossa Hewry
Padinger Clexrk of owr sald (oury, b the Cowd Howwe afore-
said (ho iwemtdeth doy of Hoveber, One thousund oight
xdred, & in the 25th yoor of thig Commvwenith,

4 Pedinger

Fairfax County S%

In gbedienge to the within Dedimis We the subneribers
Jugilcen of the Peace fox tho Cotmby aforesald went to the
vithin named Eldsa wifo of Jobn Potts & exanired
her epart from her sald husbend who aclkmowledged that she

frocly & voluntardly excouted the within remtioned Dood
_ﬁ-%r-.:-.ddcsimd that the soma might be reccrded &s her ect
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& deod. In ¥itnesg whimeof w2 have heveunto geb o bands
& gl this twenty £ifth day of Kovesber, Ons thouwsond
alght nndred

Goorge Gilpin @iﬂg
¥n Hertxd /56

Borkely fsle.,/ <

Ths Commonwealih of Virginla, To Villimm Dok, Van
Ruharfond & Abren Devenport Gonleszen Juaticee of
Eerkelay County, Gresting, Ehe-oes George Morin Elize
in wife, John Foiis & Ziica his wife, & ¥illien ¥ileon
by thelr ceriain Indenture of Sergaln & Sele”pesring dove
tha Twentleth doy of June, omo ihousend eigid hundred heve
#0184 & convayed unto Jolm fdans Prasident of the Undted
States, for the use of the (hited States tho feo slple
eginte of and In n certeln Tooch o parecd of land 1ying
& being in the Counly of Zevimilgy comtaiming o hundyen
& WUty one acres, And wheveas tha sald Eiliss Hoxih
wila of the s8id Goorge lorth coomot convenilestly txtvel
o the Court of our seld Cowrty of Berkoley to acknowlodge
the pac, therefors we cumnd you, or any two ox sore of
Fou, that 70U perscnally go to the eaid Eiiza lorth ond
receive har acknodledgenent thereof, apd exenine ha ‘
privately and pavt fram her cold husbend ghebber cho do ‘
thd sdm freely & voluntarily withouds his persuasiong or
teeata, and whether ghe i wiiling tbe swas giall be
rognzded in owr suid County Courd, together with ihis com-
risaion

;fx,:%gh, 1 ;ggﬁ7 AN

amexed axd when you have received her admonlodgomet md
exined ber as aforesald, thet you distinetly and plainly
certify us ihersof, uvler your hands & sealn sending thm
“there thig writ & the said Inmdonture.

~iliness Hanry Bedinger Olark of owr said Couri, at tha Cowrs
ovae aforesald the 20th dsy of Hovesber, one thousand ef
irmdred & In the vear of this coumomrenlilt, L

H Bedingar
mm1memmwimmmwumm@dw§h§a

exnined the within named 2 isaboth Morth seperately /Jsic
4 opart {from her sald mshand, & cha has volunlarily
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rolinguished her right of power to the within peotiosod
trnet of laed & wishes that wo myy oo certify, Given
wlor owr hands & geals this 21ab day of Novesbox 1800,

Um Dark [Een
Van Ruthesford /86

255 Hovesber 1609

the Attooney General of the United Statea ia huzdly of
opinion that the foresning instrusent of conveyaxe fooa
Villism ¥iison, John Potis & Eiiega his wife, Geerge Hoorth
&I:liun.hisvifeisamf“iciw CONVEYANoE BoolT ?
tha lags of Viwinho?mm&mmmmﬁc
tharein nentioned

[Signed/  cuarles lee
L,.ﬂl} th rﬂ-gﬁ7

Fadxrfax Coumnty L

In obodience to the within Dedimua, We . the Subscribers
Justicea of the Peace for the County afcxesaid wend o the
vithdn nemed Eliza wife of Joiwm Potis ond esmrained hee
sepevataly /gic./ and npart £rom her enfd husbend who
aciknovledged that ghe froely and volunterily epecuied tha
Deed within meationed without ofther the threnin o pox-
guaelcons of her husband end desired thst tha pome mishd be
recorded &8s her act and deed, In Witness whercof we have
heraunto set our handas & seals this twenty £fifth dey of
ovezber, ong thousand elght umdred,

George Gilpin /Seal/
Wm Herbert  /Seal/

[Tenth page/
Berkeley LL

o

# The Comnouwealth of Virginia to ¥illimm Dark, Ven
Patherford & Abram Devenport, Centlemen, Justices of
Serkeley County, Greeting. VUbereas John Poits & Eliza his
vife, George North & Eldiza his wife & William ¥Wileon by
their certain Indenture of Bargain & sale bearing date the
first day of June Cne thousand eight hundred, heve sold snd
conveyed unto John Adema President of the United Stetes for
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tho voo of the sald United States, the fee ginple estate

of 2xd in 6 certaln tract o parcel of land lying Snd being
In the county of Berkely /nle./ aforonald containing four
femon rrd £if%y roods of land. And vhoresg the said Ziiea
lorh wifs of tha sd. George Forth canmol cogveafontly travel
to tha Court of our szid Cowrdy of Berkely /Jsle,/ 1o acknowl-
adge the Bama, therefore we cormend you or any w0 O me
of you, what you parsonally po 10 the said Elizsa Forth wife
of tho sald Gearge Horth, nnd receive her ackoowladgeswat
thereof, ard exanine her privadely and epart fion her sald
asbond vhether ghe do the poma freely & volwrlarily, withoul
nia porpuasziona or threats, ond vhether ghe is willing the
oxa ghall be recorded in our g3id Coundy Cood togethor with
this exrdscion enncxed and when you have recelved smuwh har
aoinsledgenent and exonined her as oforesaid, thet you dis-
tinetly & plainly certify us thoveof, wnder you handa & peals
coding then there this wrid, and the said Indenture.

fltnesa Honry Bedinger Clexk of owx sald Court
[Rleventh page/

ot the Court house aforesaid the 20th day of Hoverber (ne
thoystnd elght huodred ond I the 25th year of this
Comymaalth

H Bodinger

In obedience {0 the within comission to uwa dizected
¥a hayg exsnined the within nomed Rlizsbeth Horth soperalely
/nle,/ ond apart from hey sadd hugbend end ohe hes yolimbery
Zaio/ relinqoiehed hey oight of power to the vithin mon-
tioned trvact of land and wicghes that we may oo coriify. -
C;gmxmwmwammsﬂmwofw
3. :

Wa Dexk  /[Seal/
Ven Ruthoeford /Seal/
25th Hovesber 1800 |
The Atlornoy General of the United States g hudbly of
opinion that the foregolng instrument of youveyanos from
¥illlean Wilson, Jom Potts & Eliza hisg wife Georgs Fostih

& Eldza his wife is & oufficient conveysuce nccording to
the lowg of Virginia of the land therein described,

signed, Cherles Loo"
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William Wilson and Others, +0 the United Ctatec, June 1,18(‘0,

wret Inrnance,

.
for ¢ 10,00 gives up lease on four acres near Keep tryst 2

National Archives Beoord Group 171, Public Buildings

75

Service, Intry Noe

"Thig Indenture made thig first day of June, One
thousand eight hundred Between Willism Wilson, Joun Potts
& Elies his wife, of ihg Town of Alexandria ard George .
North & Eliza his wife of Berkeley County all of ths Stale
of Virginia of the one part Ard Joihn Adsms President of the
ited States for end on benalf of the seid United States
of the other part Witnesseih that the sald Williem Wileon,
John Potis & Eliza his wife and George North & Erlizt his
wife, for and in consideration of the sum of Ten Daollars
to them in hand paid by the paid John Adams on behalfl of
the gald United States; @3 or before the sealing and delivexy
of those presents, the recept whersof is hereby acknowledged,
Eave Granted, Sargeined & sold, Aliened & confirmed, and by
these presentg do Grant, Bergain & sell Alien & confirm unto
the snid John Adems Preaidsnt ag aforesaid this successor &
succeasora in office for the use end on behalf of the ssld
United Stetes Four Acres & £ifty roods of lend lying & being
in the County of Berkeley afueresald near Keep irysbe Furnace
gbounded ag follows

/o wit/ Begimaing at & gtake, Cormer to Sly and Johm
tarit & running thence with the line ' !

 {Becond Page)

of George North & company & the sald Leyh, Norith soveniy nine
degreco wess, thirty four poles to e spanish Osk, stending

an the East sids of Darks rood, thence elong the East side

of the same, Morth thirteen degreez forty five minutes East
Twenly three poles to a Black ok, gtending on eaid side

of the Read, then leaving tha yoad and rumning themce South
sevenly nine degress Fust Twenty slx poles and £ifteen links

o & looust Steks, and a pdle of Stones in the lins of said
Slight & Merrit, then with the zame, South three degrees thirty
nimtes Enst, twenty thres poles, to the eforesaid beginning,
Containing four asres and fifty rocds of land, And all
bulldings, Improvements, & appurtenances whatsoaver to ithe |
eaid jremises hereby granted belonging or in enywise eppertain- |
ing, and the Reverslons enf HRemainders, Rents, Issucs and ‘
profite thereof And of every paxt thereof, To Have end to Hold
the enid tract of lsnd, Heroditements and 811 and gingular the
rrenines before desaribed with their eppurtenances unto the

said Jorm Adems his Successor and Successors in Office for the
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]
only proper use I behoof of the seid United States forever,
and the saild Williem Wileon, John Potts & Guorpge borth for
themselyes and thelr Holve, hereby Covenant & yroalze 1o and
vith the gald

£¥hird Poge/

Jolm Adsmg, his guccessor & puccessors in Office, that they
will at any time & at all %Limes when the same shall be
roquired on the part of the United States Exvcute any other
or further Instrument of wriiting for the more effectunlily
convéying or agssuring & perfect & sure tille to the same
pracdises hereby granted.

And lssily, the maid Willism Wilscn, John Foits, and
George Forth & Fliza Polts wife of Jolm Fotts & EBlisza Yorth,
wife of George Morth and their heirs, The hereby grenied itract
of lard & Herediiaments, ard 811 and singulsr the prenises
before deaoribed with thelyr spouriensnesz unto the gald John
Admma his gueccessor 2 swecessoras in office fva the use of the
United States aforesnld sgaionst the glaim & demend of 211
p&rsons vhatsoever by these presents shall and *aill wvarvant
snd forever defend.

In ¥itness whereof the poriles to these proswmis hove
reremnto set their handg & so8lg the day and yeoy firsy
itbin written.

Sonled & delivercd ¥m ¥lssn /Seal/
in presence of ) John Rotts  /fSeal/
Eilen Potts /Seal/
Lewls Evang George MNorth /Seal/
G, H. FEwplreys Elizn North /Seal/
- Thos Smllwond
Gaorge Gllpin
g Hgmﬂ*bartp For J, Poits

Duncag Hixn I Po ¥%
T, Eassay to ¥, Wilson
Jumes ¥illeon Jr. to Ditto

Fourth Page/
Berkeley L.S.
The Commomwealth of Virginis, To George Gilpin, Williem

fiarbert & Richard Cowvamy, Centlomen, Jusiices of
County, Greeting whereas ¥illlam ¥Wilnon,
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John Pobls & Eliza hisg wife & George Rorth & Eliea his wife
by thoelir certain Indenture of bargain £ sale bearing date the
irgh day of June, one thousond elght hundred beve sold and

convayed unto John Adams Pregldent of the Unitod States end
his Succesaor and Successors in Office the fee simpis estate
of and in 8 certaln trach of or pleca of lund lying & deing
in the gald County of Berkeley containing four screa end Lifty
rooda of larnd, And vhevena the said Eliza, wife of Jom
Potis cammot conveniently travel to the Courd of owr sald
Comty of Berkeley to sckoownledge the same, tharufore wa
egefind you, or any two or moxa of you, that you personmlly
0 1o the sald Eliza wife of the said Jobn Potta & recsive
har Relnsyledgenent thereof, aml examinine /sic./ hor
priveiely and spart fyom hew sald husband whether she does
the game fresly and volwniorily withowd his persunsions o
tireatn and whather she is willing thae same ghall be recorded
in our sald County Court iogether with thias camission ennezed
axd when you have recsived her acknowledgenent tnd exanined
hor as aforesaid that you distineily epd pleinly certify ua
therecf wder our handg & secls, sonding then there thig writ
aod the said Indenture, Wilness Henry Bedinger Clerk of owr
said Coverd, 8% the Courtd Fousp sforessdd the twentieih day
of ldyenber, One thousand eight lumdred and in ihe

yeox of thig Commormealth,

glgned
H. Bedinger™



Deed lio, 7 :
Deed from Ferdinczndo Yairfax, Jefferson Connty, Virginia, end

Othere, to ihe United States, August 20,161%, for 1,395 5/Gth

acres on south side of the Shenzndoah Eiver- perpeturzl richts 1o

cut timber on., MNational Archives Record Grounp lo. 19] Public Bulldings
Service, Entrvy 75. Also on Harperc Ferry National I 1“‘mrlcsl Perk

e . .

Microfilm Reel No. 2, Volume 8, pp. SL9-555,

This Indenture made this twentieth day of August i{n the year one
thousand eight hundred & thirteesn between Fernando Fairfax of Jefferson
County in tho Etate of Virginia, and Eliza B, Fairfax his wife, of the
first part, Thomas Swann of Alexandria in the District of Columbia,
. Attorney at law, & Edmund I Lee of the same place, attorney at Law, ad-
ministrators of tho goodas & vhattles of VWilliam Byrd Page late of Frederick
county in the State of Virginia, deceased, of the second part, and John
Armstrong Secretary of War, of the third part, - Witnesseth that, whereas
the Presidant of the United States, in pursuance & execution of Certain
Acts of Congress in such case provided, hath heretofore purchased for the
upe of thewss=of the United States, & site for an Arsenal and lfanufactory
of arms at llarpers Ferry; and whereaa, tha said John Armstrong, acting

for and on behalf of the United Statea, under the order & by the directions
of tho President of the United Statea, in pursunance and in the further
executlon of the sald acts of Congress, hath contracted, in writing, with
the said Ferdinando Fairfax for the purchasas of trees timber & roads herein
after to be particularly descriked and granted, and the perpetual vesture
of the same, by way of additional appurtenance to the said s%ité at Harpers
Ferry and for the supply of timber & firewood for the purposes thereof:

and whereas the said Ferdinando Fairfax on the <. day of in the vear
one thousand eight hundred & in the 1life tins of the said William B,
Page, did, together with a great quantity of other lands, morigage the
“lands vhereof the perpstual vesture of the trees, timber & woods is to be —
granted as aforesaid, by way of collateral security for a certain dekt T
by hdm due & owing to the said William B, Page. /#And vherecas it was collater—
ally agreed betwean the eaid William B Fage in his life time, and the said
- Ferdinando Fairfax, that he the said Yerdinando might &t any time or times

within the {erm of . ~years from the tims: of maring the salid agreement
{vhich term is not yet expired) dispcse of any part or parcel of the said -

. mortgaged premises, absolutely exonerated & clear of the operation and -

- effect of the said lartgage, and of all mannar of lien & incuckrancs from
- the debt aforessid, he the said Ferdinando Fairfax giving equivilient s=curity
- & satisfaction either by applying the proceeds from such- sale or cales to

the payment of the said debt, or otherwise as the parties or their execcutors
or administrators might agree in each case; widch sgreement yet remains

~ in full force & effect, in no wice repealed, disaffimmed or annulleds  Fow
this Indenture witnesseth, That the sald Ferdinando Fairfax, for & ia con-
slderation of the sum of twonty thousand eignt hundred & sixty dollars &
sixty two cents, current money, to hir in hana paid by the said John Arm-
strong, at & berore the sealing and delivery of thoce presents, out of ths
public moneys eppropriated for the purpose, the due & faithful pajyment
vhereof they the said Fardinando Fairia¥, Thomas Owvann, & Ed=mnd Lee do by
these presents respectively achnowledge end thereof and therefrem do in -
thelr respective rights aforesaid, acquit release and discharge the said

John Armstrong and his successors in office and his and their assigns

" forever, and the lands whercof the vesture of the treces, timtor & woods

. 18 to be granted as aforesaid, hath given, granted, bargalned sold, allendad,
enfeoifed, and confirmed, and by these presents doth ¢ive, grant, bargain, -
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sell, alien, enfeoff and confirm, unto the said John Armstrong, Secretary

of War as aforesaid, acting in the bshalf, and by the directions afore-
said, all & singular the trees, timber, woods & under woods, of evory sort
and denomination and the atsolute, exclusive & perpetual vesture of the
same, being or to be, growing or to grow, planted or to be planted, in

& upon all that tract & parcel of land containing thirteen hundred & ninety
five acres two roods and twenty perches of land, situate lying and being
chiefly in Jefferson County aforesaid and partly; in Loudoun County, and
comprising all the lands within the lines boundaries courses & distances,
surveyed laid off & described by John Lathias, surveyor of Loudon County,
out of the larger tract commonly known & distincuished as the Shannondale
tract,the plat & certificate of which survey bearing date the 17th July
1811, is here unto annexed as part & parcel of this indsnture, and specifies,
exhiblts & describes the lines, boundaries, courses & distances aforesaid,
and the superficlal contents & number of acres of the land hereby cited,
that i8 to say, all the lands described within the said survey and laid

down in two parcels, the one containing an area of 1215 &, 3 4. 37p., the
other an arxea of 179 a. lr. 23 p. and the absolute irrevocable & perpetual
right, priviiece, license & suthority, éxclusive of the said Ferdinando
Fairfax his helrs & assigns, and of all & every person & Perscns whatsoever
claiming or to claim by, through or under him or them, for all & singular
the officers, servants, lakorers & artificers, in the employment or acting
undex the authcrity of the United States, or of the Prssident of the United
States, or of the sald John Armstrong & his successors'in offica, and of
his or their assigns, or of any officer or departmant of the United States
thereunto duly appointed, & authorized, in all time td ccme, to enter and
re~enter upon the said lands, and there to lzy, piich, cut, depoeit and
remove, and from and of the same to take and carry away all trees, tinbers;
woods & underwoods, ‘of every sort kind & dencmination whatsocever, ihersupon
or therein being or to be, growing or to grow, planted or to bz planted,
and to encloss, keep, and preserve the same, and in all things to use and
enjoy the vesture of ell such treeas, timter, woods & underiicoas,” -
as absolutely, fully & perpstually as if the absolute property & right of -
soil had been herein & hereby granted & conveyed: and free and perpetual
ingress, upon the said lands, together with the right of way, and of making
building & preserving roads & ways through the said lands; and the raid P
Thomas Swann and Edmmind L, Lee, adaninistrators as aforesaid in considsration
.of the premises, and of an equivilent satisfactien & sécurity by the said
Ferdinando Fairfax, to .them given & secured, for the debt by him duo &

owing to the said ¥Willlam B. Page as aforesaild, &o, by these presents,

grant, remlse, rclcase & quit claim dnto the said John Armstrong, Secretary -
of War as aforesaid, .and to his ouccessors in office, and to his and their
aesi¢ns forever, all & every clainf demand, suit, action & right of action’
in law or equity, whatever, all & eVery cofivenant & obligation in law or
fact, express or implied, & all & every lien & incumbrance in law or cguity,
vhatsoever, touching or in any manner affecting the seid lands, or in iny .
manner growlng or arising out of the said Yartgage & the debt due & owlng
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from the said Ferdinando Fairfax to the Said William B. Page in his life-
time a3 aforesaids To Eave and to hold all & singular the trees, timber,
woods and underwoods aforesaid, and the absolute & perpetual vesture of
the pame as aforesaid togsther with all & singular the above described

& granted premises, rights, privileges, easement, commodities & appurten~
ances aforesaid, unto the said John Armstrony, Secretary of War as afore—
said, to his successors in office and to his and their assigns forever,
for & in behalf of the United States of America, and to & for their only
proper use & behal? in perfetuity as aforesaid and that free clear, and
absolutely and forever acquitted released & discharged of & from &1l liens
& incumbrances whatsoeverit and the said Ferdinando Fairfax, for himself,
his heirs, executors & administrators doth by thess presenis gran:i, cove-
nant & agree to & with the eaid Jonn Armstrony end his successors in office,
and with his & their assigns, that the said Ferdinando Fairfax is, at the
time of the sealing and delivery of these presents, seized of a good, surs
& indefeasible estate of inheritance in the said lands, and i{s well &
truly entitle to bargaln, pell & grant, as aforesaid, the perpetual vesture
of all the said trees, timber, woods & underwcods, free, clear, and acso-
lutely & forever acquited, diccharged & released of & frcm all liens &
incumbrances whatsosver, that the said John Armstreng and‘his’successo;gf
in office and his & their assigns shall & may, in all tine to come, guiwly
& peaceably have, possess, use & enjoy the perpetual & absolute vesture
of the trees, timber, woods & underwoods aforesald, and all & sincular -

"the rights, privileges, easements, commodities, premises & appurtenances,

hereinto fore desgribed & granted, without any let, hinderance, molesta-
tion, interruptioqor interference whatsoever irom him the said Ferdinando
Falrfax or his hei'rs, or from any person or persons whatsoever, claining

or to claim by, through or under him or them; and that he the said Ferdi-
nande Fairfux and his heirs, shall & will icrever warrani & defend the same
unto the said John Armstrong, and his successors in office, and his & -
their assigny, against'all & every olaim, demand, sult, action, & right

of action whatsoever, of him the gaid Ferdinando Feirfax and his heirs, and
of all & every person & persons whatsoevert And lastly that he the said

Feranando Fairfax & his heirs, shall & will, at any time or times hereafter

upon the rezsonable request, and at the proper cost & charge of the said

- John Armstrong or of his successors in office, or of any oifficer of the

Unitaed States thereunto preperly atthorized, duly make execute and cdeliver
any such other deed or conveyance, as shall or may be advised & dpvisad,
on the bohalf of the United States, for the further & better assudance of
the above degcriked & granted prerdses for the use, benefit & kehoof of
the United States as atforesaid, Provided howsver, and this Indenture

18 upon the express proviso & condition, that if the said Ferdinando Fair-
fax his helrs or assigns shall de@i;g and propose to use, -exercise .or

enjoy any specific rights, authority, profit, or emolument appertsining

to such proprietary right of soil as yet remalns to the said Ferdinando . -

Fairfax, ceparate & distinct from & Independeat of what is hercin kefore

~granted as aforesaid, which right, aathority, profit or-emolumcnt canmot - -
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. be 8o used, exercised, or enjoyed without directly or indirectly hindering
interrupting, or interfering with the absolute, exclusive & perpotual use, »
enjoyment, & exercise of the property, or rights of property, vesture

righte, privileges, commodities, casements or appurtenances hereinbefore
described & granted; and if it shall appear that such hindrance, inter~
ruption or interference is irmaterial or unessential, or is partial &
inconsiderable, then and in that case the said John Armstrong, or his
successore in office, or his or their aesignes, and the said Ferdinando
Fairfax or hie heirs shall instantly appoint one or more arbitrators to
ascertain and liquidate the amount of damage to arise from such hinderances,
interuption, or interferance; and upon payment of the amount so ascertained
and liquidated, the said John Armstrong or his successors in Cifice, or -

his or their assignes shall g¢rant unto the said Ferdinando Fairfax or his ;
heirs a license to proceed with ths use, exercise or enjoyment of the specific
right, authority, profit or emolument proposed as aforesaid. In witiness
whereof the parties of the first & second parts above named have hereunto
set their hands & seals the day & year akbove written.
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Deed, Ferfinando Fairfae to the United States, Octeber 27,181F,

for Ferry Rights on the Shenendoah River and a ferry tract of 68

ccres on the south e£id e of the river, HNetional Archives Liccord Group
No., 121, Public Buildings Service, Entry 75.

*This Indenture made thig 27th day of Octchter, in the
year of our Lord one thousand efpht hundred & ¢ een,by
axd botween Ferdinande Fuirfax of tha City of Washinzion &
District of Columbin, of the one pary and James Monros,
Msidcatofthemited&atesorm.aottheoﬁmm
¥itnesoeth, That the gaid Ferdirsndo Fairfax for & in con-
gldexation of the sus of Five Thoussnd Dollars, to him in hend
mawmmmzm,nmwmwem&
delivery of thess presents (the recelpt whereof is heweby
- aekpovlodged) hath granted bergained gold, arnd by these presents -
m&mtm&mmmmmmmmt B
tract or parcel of Iand lying & being sitwmte at ihs Mouth of
the River Shenendosh In the County of Jefferson in Virginta
(being part of & larger {rust calied Shempondele, which 2z do IR
gitvation title and bouwdaries, is sore particulsrly described . - &
madeedmdebytheMQEﬁirfaxtommmﬁv&cfm-
nited Stateg,; of the rigit of cutting vood on & ¢eriain paxt
thorenf ag thereln deadgnated by its proper moter & bounds,
vhich Deed is of recond in the Cowrt of the smaid Coumiy of
Jefferson) and bounded ms followst Beglaning &t & syring.
noor & on the 3.%, side of the seid RKiver Shavandegh; 2t thae
lm&rmdotahaIMcrdnin,mingintoms&dHh&r
from the gide of the Blus Ridge iouriains, a cornsr to the :
mawmmmm;mmmmnmmu ‘
thercof South twenty four degrees Engt, fifty elpght exd & halt_ I P Byt
poles (bwwwwtmthagrmmatmmm“ e T
a spruce pine) 10 8 heap of gioves; thents South poventy elght -
degrees Fach, elghty coven & 2 half poles to o Rlatk otk on - =
thnmmr‘dae. thence Yorth fifty four & tires degrm
m,mmeawm,msmmmwam
mx,mmm&awmm,m& B ;
8 quazrier poles to & pine 6a & Cliff}) thence North twelve
4wvmmmatmm;mmqwmumm
saversl meanders of the River Polownas & Shenandonh ,
place of Begluning; mummgmuimmmé
8quare perches; be the pams more o less, Tchavtmdﬁalwm ,_,lm_
21l & singulsr the premises herchy granted walo him thé sadd 1~ =&
Jizmes Monros president of the Tniled States; mﬁmmeam
in that office hia&utharuaimfarm.tc&formmj
:wmtrwmmwgm ath&eri@xtln%@

’ s evesy ’

mammhmmmew,_ g T
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in crywies eppertaining, end the reminder, renis, lszues, &
profits thereof, et:hjecttcthe teaure of Job Herding (Hhs
rig}«t“ullyaayorcanhom) xder & certain egrecat made
with hin by the caid Fuirfax, for-a short term therein :
exressed; maptmg&msmingmw.nmofmm&miaus
nlmrﬁls,tahimthem&krdmwohirfuhiahsirs&nsai@s,
oy oo oned 5o T menisee in Alggiog. Layings b pewing
any ©¢ s
the oo AT the sald Ferdirandy Felrfux, for hinself his
mhmmmmmmmmm&ﬁmmm
Malbmekesmmtasmmdtmtmmmzm
at ihs tine of exscuiing this Indenture; is selzed of good &
w&tmuiuu‘mmmummmmy
conveyed, and that he hath & good right to convey the sams in
marmer aforesaid; andmvm-thstmyurorevermlm
@&gyﬁa‘%ﬂ&d@mmmw lswful glafew
LOTTEDR,

In testdmony whereof he the said Ferdinsndo Fairfax doth
mmcmmhammmmaagﬁrﬂWth.

Ferd™ Fairfax

signcdeealed&delivereﬂ hxtha;n'emacf
Deaimm:aarth

o~
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*City of Washingtom ;
Digixrict of Coludin

itzw&aﬁﬂmﬁ.m%ﬂt&yofﬁﬁowm .
i yoor cne thousand elgid nndred and eighicim; personally
a;:me.x‘&i the subserider Moyor of the City of 54&&135‘5@1 .
Ferdinmndo Padrfax and ackncwledgod the withi.n Instrumend of
w;tmgmmmmmamammmthaym '

Cliy ) Tn Tezt! whmthaﬂmmem% ;&m}
Senl and caugsed B¢zl of the Corm%.cm cz‘ ity
Tagh, of Fachingion o 2‘:9 aftixad t& z Wit‘aea

s.-im‘_ _'.

m:s:m@ﬁmammxmmwmzm
thicmémtmotﬁ.ﬂzﬁuésﬂemm&m $0 ne Fobert

stes Eite Clerk of the County Courh of Jeffexscn, dady
guthoiticated from imder the kend of Bend G, Onx My of
tmﬁtyofga&hizgm{e;hie&togmh@ﬁtht&em1§fm

City emiexed wug adnittod 4o precord, Agrﬁm%q%cmmcf; ,
',Azxwlyinm:hmm.c&mﬂéﬁ

L %bt. Gi E’-‘g& . Ar_rm;'




Deed, . John Strider znd Others, to the United Stztes
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June 27, 18233, for water power ripghts on the Shenandoah Tiver,

National Archives iecord Group No. 121, Public Buildings Service,
Intry 75. 3

- - |

"Thisg Indenture made thia tweaty seventh day of It "10, . _ |
in the year of ouwr Lord One Thousand Eight Hundrad andg thirly . ;
three Botween Jahn Shrider and Serah hig wife of the County of
Jefrerson and Svtate of Virginia of the one part, and tie
Inited Siates of America by the lion, Lewis Cass. Secrelary 3
of Var of thé cther part, Vitnesseth thatv the said John Strider ;
and Caroh hig wife for an din coasidersztiion of the sum of Two
Thouwsand Six hundred Collars, lawful money of tha United States
to them in hand paid by the =aid United States of fmcrica
(tiarcugh the Hon. Lewlg Cacs Eecretary of Var), et end before
the cncealling and dellvery herc of the receiph whereof is
hereby acknowledged, Have Granted, Bargained, -and eold,
nlicned, enfeoffed, relcased end CO"lflrm”d and by tuese
prosents do grant, Barzain & coll alien, evxi\,of_\, raicase,
and confirm unto the United Staves of America end itheir
asgigng forever all the 1“""0, title, interesi cleim and
denand whatsoever of the said JoMn utriaez -, end Saval his -
wife, of, aund to the uso and priviledge /sic./ of the waters
of the Jhenandoah river betweon the mills of the said Strider
celled the Guiph Mi1lsg, and the public works belonging to the
United States on said river below the £all in the river from . i~
the paid mills to the ternizstion of the land of said Sirider = - -
being Two fest TI);{_‘GG incres, cammencing Ivio feet five inches : et
below the top of an iranm bar now inserted in & x rock, situated SRR g
in the tail race of the mill of said Strider; said bar belng - @
twenty three feet six inches distant froa the pouth cormer . .0 -
of said =mill. The sald John Sirider and Sarah his wife for | 77 o
the concideration before nentioned grant, bargain,_ond_soll e e
unto the United States of Azmcrica the priviledge /fsie,/ of - - eie
completing and perfecting ithe doms now extending porily across - .. -
{the Shenondoan I‘lVLI', above and nearly oppoaiie “the paild Gm.pn.
1111s, o a3 1o incrcase the pupply of water to un;,r extent,
passing down thc —canzl that leads to the Rifle F*.cto:'y, also’
the priviledge /sic,/ of ins creaging the depth and wigth of - - e
the present canel, ex..cndmg from the dems lagh nontioned pﬂs‘c
the nills of_said Strider to ihe Rifle Factory; also the - . =

priviledge [s‘cj'oﬁ incrcasing ond extending mo ue.d or dems . i S

8t the head of the canal or race which supplics tho nills of DEfe ET L s
said Strider with water, and of increacing ihe desth a:cg; W1g1th ' o
of soid canal or race, ard of constructing wastcwiers A.uc oS

in the sape, at such places as may be considercd neces 35Ty by .
the Superintendent of -the larpers ferry Arwory,. his. s‘vcceuaor, .
or any mtura agcmt of the United ..:tatea, Lor oataimno wauer




Trem 10 From"Warrenty Ueeds to Lands Conveyed by | 30
the Ordrance “Yepartment, 1830-19?5% i vole),
Vol., III, p. 615~ National Archives Record
Group No. 171, Public Buildings Service,
Entry No. 58, Washington, D.C,

Survey of the . Hall Rifle Factory Island for the U.S. by

S. Howell Brown, February 28, 1885: 13 Acres.

"Sﬁrvey of the Shenandoah Property at Harpers Ferry known as
Hall's Rifle Factory"=

BeginKing at an auger hole in the point of a rock about two poles from
the Canal on the north side of Shenandoah Street =~ a corner to the €orporation
of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, being at the west line of Boundary Street
and is the point of compromise between the United States and Major George
Rowles iqg suit pending in the Circuit Superiorﬂﬂnuﬁ;of Law and Chancery for
Jeffersons County in the year 1827[ Figure 1 on plat] running thence with
a compromise line along Shenandoah Street S u8°w 22.5 poles to a stone at

the ddge of the Génal, four pBles above the point where the north post of
the old gate lock stood [figure 2 on plat] thence with another compromise

©
line crossing the €anal and the Winchester and Potomac Railroad, S 65 L5?

E 17.3 poles to a stone at the margin of the Shenandoah River at the

°
extension of the west line of Boundary Street[ figure 3] thence S 7L ¥
five poles to a stake in the water, it being the corner fixed at 28,2 poles

from the sycamore tree, a conrer in the 125 acre patent in a survey made for - =

the United States in the year 1827 by William Castleman, Surveyer of Frederick

County)and James M, Brown, Surveyor ,of Jefferson County, Va:)in running out

the lines of the Rutherford | Jrant[ figure li] thence with the lines of

a -
said Survey, south 78 E 26 p oles to a spake in the water[ figure 5] thence
o
N 7l F 28 poles to a stake in the water[ Figure 6] thence N 389 30! £ 8.8

poles to the end of the stone wing wall to an abutment on the Winchester and-
Potomac Railroad _ [[Figure 7] thence with saggi wall quSS -poles io ‘the
corner of the abutment[ figure 8] thence with face of the same Afrth 1.9 -
poles to the other corner therggf [Figure 9] thence with the guard wall at -

©
the lower or east end of the . island N 11 E 8.6 poles crossing waste way
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In Viitness whereof the eaid John Strider and Sarch hs wifd
have hereunto set their hands and affixed their seals the day
and year firast written. -
John Strider /LS/
Sareh Strider /LS/

. Jefferson County to wit; -

-

We Janes B, VWager and Geo. B. Stephenson Justices of the
peace for the County aforecaid in the State of Virginia do
hereby certify that Jonn Strider party to a certain deed
bearing bearing dete on the 27th day of June 1333 and rereto
ennexed personally appeared before us in our County cforesaid
and acknowledged the same to te his act and deed ond desired
us to certify the said acknowledgement to the Clerk of the
County Court of Jeffercon in order that the said deed may be
recorded. .

-

Given under our hands end seais this 27th day of June
1833, i

James b. Tinger Zigz L
Geo. B. Stephensen /Ls/

Jefferson County to wit: = = i . . )

We Jomes Be. Veger and Geo. B. Stephemson Justices of
the peace for the County aforesaid in the State of Virgiria R
do hercby certify that Serah Strider the wife of Jomn Strider .- . ..l
parties to a certain deed bLearing éate on the 27th day of o
June 1823 and hereto annexed porsonally appesred before ug in . oo -
our county aforesaid ard being exanined by us priviiy and - v oo f
apart froa her husband end hn Vir’ the deed aforcsaid fully -
explained to ner she tie sauid Sarah ecknowledged thie some 1o -
be her act and deed and declarved that she had willingly signed * ,
gealed and del¢vnred the some and that she wished not o - 7w oL 7
revract it, IR ’

Giveh under our hands ond seslg this 27th day of June = - ©
1833 . Sk T

Janes B. Vager /rs7
Geo. B. Stephenson /LS/ *
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for the public works now established, or whlch may herecafter
be catnblished by tho \mited States at, or near, the Rifle 7
Feetory cn the Shenandoah river; providcd however that such
wagteyiers /zic./ shall rot be so conatructed 83 to prevent
the free passage to the mills of said Stridexr of whatever
quantity of waier he pay require, without, however lesscning
the force or quantity ol woier reculred by the United States.,
/nd the said Jolm Giricer end Lareh his wife, for the con-
sideration before remio:md crant and convey to the United _
States of Amcrica oand their ascigna forever the ~)“iv:l" eére /ola,/
of crecting a dwa or dems, par u.{y or entirely ccrocs the
Chenandoah river at any point or points belew the :n_llu of
sald Surider, the height of wrich however, shall rnot be more
than elght inchoa sbove the top of an iron bar now insorted
in @ rock, situated near the umper end of the Island on which
the Rifle Faclory ig located, being the second rock of o
led"e of rocks, extending from said Island nearly acioass the
Snhenandoah river in the dircctlon of uouth 3/4° ¥ead: ine said
iron bur ig incerted in snid roeck so that the top thereof im
even ywith surfoce of tbe hizhest point of said reclz, and inm
order to identify it the more particularly, the following
beerinzg &nd dlstance:x nave bgen ascertafned, measuring from
caid bar, viz; to the inner angle of a 1m~;e rosic near the
coush oargin of the Shenandoan river Scuth 44° Zast; to the
Y Chirmey of the dwelling house ccoupied by John H. Hell -
cn Cop Hill liorth 65 1/4° East; to the Eest corner of the
new gione additvion to the dwelling house of said Sirider e
South 4 1/4° Yest; to the Vesi corner of stone building B &
lo. H for 11 2/ sittached to the Rifle Factory Morth 45 1/4°
Last distent Two hundroed end fo,\,uy seven fect; and to the - - . :
Last corner of the stoone /sice/ building fo *3e“7 2 n'*lourlng e
to Tty herrwgt.on Goed ozih 29 1/2° West Two huandred S
and bwenly six fogb. To Fave and to hold the szid use, R
vriviledze, /oile./ snd enjoyment of the water power before - F
nentioned hereby granted and conveyed wnto the United States
of fmerica and their azsigna fc:rcvw. And the said dohn - i
Strider end Sarsh his ‘mlc, fo thexmselvea, their helvs, :
Executors, and Administrasors, do herchby coveraat and a.urec
to vorrant and defend tne vivie of the wmater power cad the
right of using it us af‘orc:xe*rf cned hereby granied and con-
veyed wnto the United Slates cf America, and thoir ass*{;:m—
forever freoe from the claiam o thea the said Joun Sirider and —
Sarah his wife and from the cleinl or elaims of cvcry other -
percon or percons vhatcoever. and the said Joim Strider and -
Sarah hisg wife for the concideration before ciprescsed, rcleasc
& exorerete the United Stetes from all clainm m&twor xor 'bhc
prcwou.s use of tho watcr por::er nereby conveyed,—. < s e

Deed Koo, 9
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& 27
"to an angle in the wall [ Fipure 10] thence N L6 30! F 10,55 poles l 3l

to another angle in said wall opposite the Locks [figure 11] thence
o
N 787 30 £ 7.6 poles to a forked sycamore tree standing on the lower

point of the island [ figure 12] thence crossing the boat course just
below the locks N 10° Li5' W l;.7 poles to the ‘north side of the stone wall
at the south line of Shenandoah Street [ figure 13] thence along said street

o
S 79 15' W 16.6 poles to the head of the locks at the north side of
the wall [figure 1l;] thenc@along the north side of the wall .” S 86015' W

1, .8 poles to the east end of a large stone on the top of the wall at an

angle in the same [Figure 15] thence S BSOW 16.5 poles to =z point opposite
the middle of the old bridge over the Eanad to "Halls Rifle Works!
[figure 16] thence S 86° w 22 «15 poles opposite to and near a solid rock

in the road [figure 17] thence following the curve of the wall 10.5 poles
to a stone at the west line of Boundary Street extended [Figure 18] and

e
finally with said extension N L, 30' E 1,8 poles to the beginning, containing

13 acres, one rood, and 10 perches,"

Copied by Charles W. Snell, October 1979,



Ttem 11 National Archives Necord

—— l %’),, Group lo. 171-Public
Buildinge Service- Iniry
75, Tray Noo 2
Washington, uJoC.

The United States of America to Thomes He Savery: 72 acres,

Survey of "Potomac.:Property" [U.S. lusket Factory Grounds] at Harpers

Ferry, W. Va., by S. Howell Brown, Se, J.C.y larch 26,1885,

Beginning at a point on the bank of the Potomac I.iver at the correr

of one of the Vager Lot ieservations in line with the stone wall at the

lower end of the Lrmorv Yard ( see Fige 1 in the plat hereto annexed) running
thence with the stone wall, £ hBO'W loB p_oles to an angle in said wall( fige?)
thence continuing with the wall in part, following along the north line of
Shenandoah Street S 510 Lo" W 948 m oles to the cormer of the Armory Yard
wall at Potomg g Street, being at the line of the Wager Six Acre Eeservation

( fige 3) thence along the southwest side of wall, with said Potoma_g Street,
NL9®15 "W 33,9 poles to an angle in the same ( fige li) thence N hS"lS' W
3?.3 poles to another "+ - angle (fige. 5) thence N hBOX? Lile6 n_gles to the
west sid_e of the upper colum on the sezid wall (fige 6) thence crossing
Potomac Street and running with the line of a lot [ the Bluff Lot] sold by
the United States to Alexander Murphy S L5° W 16,7 poles to 2 stone in the
north line of Ridge Street (fig. 7) thence with said line N 76‘,30‘ vio17

poles to a stone at the intersection of the same with the east line of
Lancaster Street( fig. 8) thence with it, N 136?30' E 8 poles ¥o a stone at

the, ' .. terminons of said $treet ( fig 9) thence with . _the back line of the
, Blocks o
Seminary[school] Lot and of .._.: U,T, and & N 76 30' W 66,5 poles to &

o
atone (fig.lO) thence agein with the rear line of Blocks & and R N 7,7 30 ¥
12,9 poles to 2 stone at the east line of Taylor Street (f{g, 11) thence

extending said line N lSC)BO' F 2 poles to a s tone ( Fige 12, thence following -
the street lines N 26°¥33.5 poles to a stone ( Fige 13) thence N léanxﬂ W
3.8 poles to a stone in a ravine at the east line of Putnam Street ( Figo 1L)
thence with said line N 300 30' E 16 poles to the Baltimore and Chio Railroad

at the east end of the culvert wall ( Fig, 15) thence along the railroa d
o R g
N 60°¥W 3 poles to a stone above the vest side of the culvert wall, at the

north linebf Van Wert Street ( Fig 16) thence with the said street lines
- K . o .
S 707 V1 543 poles to a pine tree ( Fig, 17) thence N 80 W 8 poles to a stone

. o
( Fig) 18) thence N 70 W 13 poles to a stone ( Fig. 19) thence
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N 6L ° WY 9,5 poles to a stone ( lig. 20) thence N 570 201 W 19,95

poles to a stone ( Fige ?1) thonce N 659 1062 poles to a stone ( Fige 22)
thence N 7?0 W 1.1 poles $o a stone ( Fige 23) thence N 7L° 300 W 26,1 poles
to a2 stone at the east line of Cambridge Street ( Fige. °L) thence

extending said street 1line N 15030' F ,‘. "p‘oles ¥o a stone at the

termination of said street and the beginning of North Cliff Street ( Fig. 25)
thence follovwing the north side of the last named street N 55030' F 1l1.3
poles to an iron bolt in a rock ( Fig. 26) thence ¥ 29 °V 15 poles to a

stone ( Fig. 27) thence N 31101'! 9 poles to & high rock ( Fig. 28) thence
N 51030' ¥ 10 poles crossing a small stream of water in a deep ra yine to

a iron bolt in & rock just north of said stream, it being 5.7 poles above the
f. face of the cuvlvert, through which the streams passes under the

Haltimore 14 Ohio Railroad ( Fige®) thence N 38° 301! ¥ 13 poles to a
pine tree(fig, 30) thence N 65° 30! ¥ 11 poles to a stone ( fig. 31), thence
N 8501'1 23.75 poles to a stone (fige 32) thence N. 77030' W 10.¢ poles to 2
stone ( Fig. 33)thence S 73015' ¥ 11.6 poles to a steke (Fig, 3Li) thence
S 60015' W 15.1 poles to a stone (Fig. 35) thence S 680 W 1003l poles to &
stone in the original Patent line, now the line of Samuel W. Strider (Fig. 36),
thence with said line N 70 T 1,? poles to a stone on the | baenk of the
Potomac River ( Fig. 37) thence down the river vith the meanders thereof,
folloving the color line on the Plat, embracing the Canal, wagon road, and

Baltimore and Ohio Railroad, to the place of Beginning, containing 71 acres.?

Given under my hand the 28th day of liarch 1885,

Se Howell . . Prown §[.urveyor] J[efferson]
C[ounty]e

¥* in a revised map prepared Dec,.10,1885- Brown estimated the acreage at

slightly more than 72 acreso - -
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ap No.
William Castleman, Jr. and James M. Brown's
Survey of the U.,S. Armory p ublic lands at Harpers
Ferry, Va., June 1827,

Plotting the bonds of the 1796=-97 deeds.
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MAP No, 3

Copy of Survey of Loudoun Heights Woodland

of Fernando Fairfax Made by John lMathias, July 17,
1811, Map No. 53, Drawer No. 7, Harpers Ferry National

Historical Park Map Case. 1,395 5/8th acres.

For Copy of William McPhersonts Surtey of

Loudoun H eights Woodland, dated 8eptember 1l,1811,

see Yap Noe 52, Harpers Ferry National HP Map Ca se,

Surveys from the National Archives, Washington, D.C.
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Timber rights on 1,395 acres

APPENDIX - -
Copy of Deed of Ferdinando Falrfax to Secretary of Var For

Loudoun Heights Voodland, 1395 acres, August 20, 1813, Reel
24, V.6, pp.549-555, Kational Archives R. G.

-23-
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Plat of Ferry Tract on South Side of Shenandoah
Eiver, Loudoulx Heights, conveyed by Fernando Fairfax

to the United States, 68 acres and 80 sguare perches,
Prepered by Jon Mathias, April 1818.

Harpers Ferry National Historical Park Photostatic Collection,

Map No, 56, Mpp Case, Drawer Noo 7 Original in National
drchives, Washington, D.C.
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APPRLDIN IIT
Superintendent of Harper's Ferry Armory, Major John Symington!s
Estimates of December 12,18LL to Chief of Ordnance, Lt. Cole
George Talcott, which follows, of the cost of acquiring the

lot and buildings in the Wager Six Acre Leservation that fronted
on the UsS. Musket Factory., from Serial No. L6L, 28th Congress

Lo . . .
2nc. ~ession, 18ll:-li5, House of Representative Executive Doaiments

Vol, L6L, Document Noe 1;3, Pp. 6-12,

Document No. L3 was prepared to accompany and explain
Mejor John Symingtonfs " Map of Herperfs Ferry, dated December
18Lk, which showed in detail the lots and Wager Lot buildings
the Armory hoped to purcha se. See Nerrative History text,

pages 15 to 19,
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Owner of ground,

!Owner of buildings, |

LAIRRO el o cacl doty, and tne price for wlick the wiole
([ct/ witizin (e yeilme lines markod on the acconipanying plal,

E

-

Aresditirray e af fhia £ darpeets
can 0a purchiased-—iiese

Description of the buildings, &e.

Richard D. Doran
Richard D. Doran
IZenry Yost -

LG Wison -

/1 et

Clharies Button -
Philip Coong -
G. B, Wager -

IWilliamy Meoraw |

Remuel Lover -

Donhle brick building, 40) by 40 feet, 2 stories high, with finished garret
wl snaneled re M, r"lmr undernenth; an open gallery in front; haclk
busdivesof hriel, 2 stories; lower story occuvucd ag storer, uppey story
and sareet ag dv“vlhn'rs - - - - - - -

Trwo-wiory brick bidmz, with finished carret and cellar, 35 by 57 fect,
covererd with ghinglos; Inwer story oec upi"d part ag adrve and goncral

ety store, ad part ag a shoemaker's shop ; the um‘rr mn‘:, el

e dwelims - - - -

Two-story hrieie bailding, eontnuation of the huldine (\hm(‘—(lmrnw «d,
andg mder same roof, 25 by 30 ety lower ¢ torv vecupred as o genernd
A s onlore, ‘[')r(“l H)I'y an i ‘J\' "UJ"" - - -

A Jere wenden stable, Gi) lny 30 feet, andd ioft aove - - -

A emml woodan honse, 16 hy 14 er, §atory - - - -

On PLh wreet o estory hrick jones, .'3() iy 22 fort, eovered with siinctee,
apd eeilar underneath s on the ailey a stable for wood, withh loft for nevy

On Himn ctreet ac2atory hriele honee, 30 by 822 feet, covered with shun: Ties,

o eeliar underneath s a poreh 1 rront and rear; on the alley a weodrn
stabie, with hey loft 20 by [~ - - - - -

1 Lioh strent asstory Driels howse., wish Loy ment, and cellar under L

ment, 31 by 23] foet, ‘ll‘(‘l' 4wl slate, well fimished s on the aliey &
S-ctory stoae house, 226 by 22 foet, covered with shingles - -

On iirn irr‘«:td Seatary s Amn';.u"' o, with basement, 30 by 226 feet, rovered
s' h shate, with back bunidipizs, ail well finsthed: on ‘the ailey a stone

sabie Q05 by 20 feet, with hay oMLy alyo, a stone seke-hiouse 10 hy U feet

()n Tiih firect a e ?my atoue lhwwse, with bas sement, 30 by 26 fret, eov-
ered Wity siatey wen Gneabed, aud o stone corn-wouse 117y 9 ety en
the wiley w wooden stele 97 by w0 feet, with hay loft - - -
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' g Neacdule of Dnte and parts of lots, and improvements tivereon, owned by pricate individuals, adjoinins (he public building s
: LS T Lerryar mou, with (Lcwmptmu of tive tmproveiments on each lof, nnd the pru,c Jor which de whole can on
' purchiascd—tncee lots and parts of lots being includer whin tie bive lines mariked on the accompanying plal.
i e e e -
; ! ’ I o ; i :
e e of preuned. | Qwner of buildin s, § Deseription of the buildings. FPpice of | Priee f Total.
’ ’ ‘ : a ["mund foi’build%
i ! ‘ ’ g
! i ! i ] } = g
i - - i S e e i ] ~
11 ayvne - ‘ Thenard DBy A X dentn 2 o hyeiel hin : u‘w, fint-hed sarret and eellar, 40 | ! ~ ok
! ‘ ! iy r'wvu! with shmees s baek building of brick, 2 storiegs ! ; R
i i : loavey wror s stnves onner slory ll\wlm"h - T 42, 086 ! 4,000 ¢ 86, 226
Pat el ot B W - Dphaet D Deran - A vorv b T i buildes, wrd Goneshed saret ad ((lmr, a5 l) 30 feet, shin-
i i i Im«l :‘nn drog store and l'nunuuz &hrm U]’}"h TOTY . ) " o
‘ f i. 4 - - <1 1000 | 1600 | 3200
: Patef 1200 mes Yot < Ifenry Yeat - A wiek hihdioe, e nnnnmtmn of 1]\1‘ foreroine deseribed !)\111'!:'1:. : | !
; T ‘ ! i Ve, eame findshs lower story country store, upper stery duei- ! i I o
‘ ! . - - - - - - - - - i - ! 3, 115
- . von | 1o
A - “ - - A aden stahie, with hay dott, 60 Dy 30 feet - - - i ‘({ ! 21 e
170 M R G Wakan = A emnd senaden Lonse, 16 by U leet [ story - - - - l|~) : Iny :}i;:
ivtn - \ I OVer - - A woard < tabie it by Qoft, of hittte value - - - - [ 2l}“ i :)\u;
NEEE o Cluaries Doarton = 0 A sl woad stobieg wit hay Imd 20 by s et - - - - 1~ ‘.\S ' =
’I] PG - i'}.r in Crane S e oy stohie Dorse, 25 by frer covered with «lve - o - I=2 ) 1,060 ; 1,182
91t - B Weeer - A o stone oz on [zh street, with bacement, 39 by "hl el cove : ]
- i Ao th haek buildinee all wetl foiehed s on the aliey oy i |
' stope o4 i 26 | 20 feet, with bay lotts eloo, a stone soke-house 10 ! o 05 o "
- - - - - - - - Toth 9, B PR
s 1t hay loft, 27 by 20 fect - - - - 1(\)3 l“) . ~“0
<lm_ - - - - - - - 200 A ; .:..
s vhop, 2 by I8 et - - - - - ; L*J 2is 40
A ity - - - | - - - 6HLu ‘ 50 634
A ey ctone Loner, 39 h\, 20 ‘[vn‘l chred ool and o Tetory slone | | .
: i ,,.“;1 R J; e 1R feet - - - - - 100 3 g900 ; 1,090
A 1 o hiotes IJ(J by [‘ZU fret, siated nl,md 2y LHlmel}e kitcuen, ; 1 l -
; l) AR nmu(,mu - - - - = I - = Ll
U A Dentory stone house, 26 by 21 fest, 5 Ited rool - - - - 150 900. 1,050
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¢ o Tlvpo’s Py Anaorics, ard the Neth CuascZonn Ayenal.

: B it peealved Ly the "Sonate and Hovse of Regacoatotives of the United
Exvsof Awericw in Cageess asseallid, That the K cretary of Wae he I

Naa) Juind Resslation yeating to the I Yo Larseds oyt siing b the Spoing il ad Al 2t 1

o of

Tl he 33 hereby autharized, to cxehanoe and consey the unoceupied 1.;:;[, \‘l‘”:!““f—;
Seloend sppurtenances belonging 4o the United Stares, known as the. 0
Lower Water shopsat the Springfi-Id Armory, in the Sue of Masa-
fsette for suely other inds contivuons to the Jands ntmched o <aid
- Arocry upon the hill o Springfiell, as he may deom neersary and
i for tle Topeovemont and conveniones of =aid Avmory, or in lis
Seetion to sell the il tract knoewn o the Tower worl ops and sponr-
©orarezand e dnvest the proeecds of the camey or suele pnt dereof as
3 bevequined in the purchase of such ot or Jomde contiguons 1 the "
~d Arisery onthe Bill, us he may deer snitable. and proper. For this i
17032, he ds hereby authurized to convey the title of the United States
e lands and appurtenances herehy auiliorized to be sold and conveyed,
v 110 reevive from individuals or eorporate proprictors, deeds and titles
¢ the lands so exchanged, =old or purchased.
, YRR dud be it further resoleed, That the Sceretary of War e and
o }r‘""d)y authorized fo apply ro much of the proceeds of the recent
. ;"‘MI‘“‘I and dots at Thper’s Ferey, as e may devm advizable, to the ]
Frmse of suehother Iots at that place, as he may deem necessary to the porchase other
N '!;. and convenionee of the public buildings belonging 1o the United ot X
Freenad that e apply the residue of the proceeds of said ~ales to the i
"*i”(\?fzr.nqnt of ﬂ"-*.l)l‘f!pm‘l)' retained by the United Stares. :
R 3. Ltud be i further resoleed, That the Scerctny of Wi be olan w0 oflandne o
. :ZC(} to make sale of sueh portion of the site of the United States Poputtonitie :
{ AL Favetteville, North Carolina, as in his judmmest is not v
L ; S or public purposes, and apply the jroceeds of such sifeoorsomuch gafieton
1 )r n“'(‘(“”"‘“'.‘i to the purchase of such 1‘(1«1'itinfx:xl ]:\}nl Jor the gag 0 Provveds
R ‘“.;"‘”‘1- a3 he mav deem neec-ary. Ile i for this purposc. nu-
S emey the tide of the United Seges for the Tods which be ;
i e paeehieery aud to yeecive proper deeds and titdes for the
. sy bhe purchased by him, as oforesaid
COUVED Al 23, 1856,
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