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'Ihi2 st"ild.y h:-~r bt?.e!1 ::~e;c.:red ~f.: the f:irst 0-: a serj_e~ or.. the -

histo~.f of ~~arpers Ferry after the Civil Waro '!he follo·~i_Y"g cori.plex 

Ftory of t:be c.cqui:::ition c.nd dispose.:;!_ of the public la.nds a.nd buildings 

of the 13 oSo J..:rm.ory c.t ~\ .. r:;Jer•s Fer!'y, West '\~gini<:?., lfi:rs the b2sic 

~roundwork :£'or all the economic a.nd industrie..l developr..ent th<?.t did and 

clid not t2 .. ke place 2:.t Earper 1 s ferry c::.fter the ~-;c:r.. ::::t a.lso 2uggests the 

re2 sons :··f'.:r the +,own sa...'lk into a stc.te of ir.dustrial and economic susrended 

Eff1L"12.. tion for 1865 to like Eip Ve.n Winkle,, 

herper 1 s Fery aYoke frol' j_ts lor>g sleep, the world.. had left the town far 

bel;.in0., i:iec!:olocic:.l 

it. F9.S .. ,ush less important 2.nd the t01-:n i:··e .. s never e.gain to achi<:·ve the 

eco'lorcic 2.::..d i:nd.t1st:ri2l st2.tu::: th2t it h2d enjo:red befo:2E, the Civil Kar 0 

'Ihe st'1c.i.y has been ~j_vided i.'lto three E:ections, or volumes: 

\.·olume I, the preser..t section, consists of a nc..rr::i.tiv3 hiE>tor;y of the 

2cc:,uisitio:i:~ end rlis:por-e.l of the public le.nds at Harper's Ferry fro:r.i. 1796 to 

188~0 Yol'..1r.1e II, contains a reco!'d of c:ll deeds irnued by the United 

together v:ith ot:i.er rl"'te. tli.ct clocuI'lents the nc..rrative 1-iistory of VoluI'!e 

Io EI is conprised of the ex±enE'ive series of 

lettf'!'E', rei::o:rts, "'..nd st-,1c'ies rele.tiri..g to the se..le of the 1J oS a lands at 

5.oir:ier:!s Fe:r':r.f c'urirq:~ the yerirs 1R6) to 1885 tfi.at ~:ere rubliPhec' in the 

rec'."lrC.s of' the U.,S. Con;;ress., ThesP documents further support the 

n;;rrc..tive hictor:r of Volume Io 

It ic su~[;ssted that ti-To fu.::'.'ther studies be progra:r1ed to complete 

t!le r>.hief iY"'rl'J.:o:t:rj,,.,_l hi2to:ry of He.rrP.r 1s :Ferry ir. the post Civil ;far yearso 



rede:vislopmer.t of t!v?- 1-:ater 

power 0,. the Is lend of Y~-~·ginius by Jo-r-iat~1an C. Child 2.rid John l. 0 

1867 to 1689, vhen t~eir conp<ny failec" .. 
& C·m1pci.ny closed their doors f0rever in the 

191.!0's, I-12.rper's Ferry's days c-,s an industri~.l cer:ter c2ne to <>.n end 

2.n8 the tOT•TD he.::;rr: to die rapid.lye 

s~- :-.:c-l c. c 1'T 0 Snell 

DPce~ber 107° 
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CJIAPT~R I 

T:HB J~CQl'If·ITIO:; OF LA1-:D FOR TEE U .s. l':PJ•IORY AT FJ'.RPER 'S 

I-rnRY, \IRr IEIA, 1796 to 1861 

1. Title to the Lands, 1751 to 1796: 

aa1 
NearlyAof the real estate that formed the core of the UoS 0 

Armory at Harper's Ferry's land holdings, 1796-1884~ was originally 

held by Robert Harper, under two patents to him · from Lord Thomas 

f, nP ck~r~·f· rairfax, prop~ietor of the., northern __ v Virginia, dc:.ted 

respectively April 5,1751 for 125 acres, and .April 1-9,1762 for 

92 acres, and ~.lso a pc:.tent from Governor Horatio. Sho:rp of Haryland 

for an island, later known as Byrnes Island, in the Potomac, issued 
l 

'lh.n July 28,17630 Robert Harper, a mill-wright from Pennsylvania, 

resided at and improved his wilderness property at Harper's Ferry 

fro~ 1751 until his death in October 1782~ Under his v:ill he 

beq,ueathed t.he peetern half, ir1cluding his residence c:nd flour 

and Rc>.w mills, vl:ich v:ere located on or adjacent to the Hall Islands 

in the S:!:1e::::3.v;.c02.h P.iver, to :his r..ephew Robert Griffitho 'Ihe 

ea stern half, ·phich included his new sto:ie tavern., Bldg" ~:.o. :U., 

his ferry rights on the Potornac River, lland11 all my estate ,right, and 

title to the l1a&cl shore of said ferry, 2.nd also,,,. •• to and for 

ten ac:::-es upon what is called the Big Island_, up the Potomac River , 
2 

adjo:.ni!lg the ferry aforesaid,'1 Harper left to his niece,. Sarah 

Harper, who was the v:ife of John Wager, Sr• and residing in 

Philadelphia. 'Ihe Wager family, •.rho continu.ed to litre,. fn Philadelphi.<!_, 

1. Lord Fairf< .. x 1 s Deed of April ?),1751 to Robert Harper, is in Northern 
1Jeck Grants, Book 6, p~ 496, 125 acres, Vireinia Ste.te Librc.ry, Richmond, 
\irginia • Date on 2nd deed for 92 acres, dated April 19,176 from 

recital of facts in Thor.ia.s Rutherford and others to United Stales, 
deed of B. & s., February 20Jl797, in l~ational Archives :Record Group 
No. l?l, EntrJ" 75, Warrenty Deeds and Corrpspondence, Harpers ferry,W 0 

Va., 17~-lBSo, Tray 1, Data on islar..d from Nationc..l l.rchives P.ecord 
Group 15'3, Office of the the .Jude;e Advocate General, Eilitary 1--eservation 
heserva.tion Division, 1809-l942, Box 44, 1dth copy of deed. J...lso 

see 11 Letter fro!ll t1-ie J._t.tornev General in ansv1er to a resolution of the 
Hom:e of Earc,h 26th 1:-ast[l867·],re~ative. to th~ title to~~- r;.-_ 

.. e.t He.rper 1 s Jerry, 11 lJecer::ber 5, 18c.i7, pr::.nted in House of ;-J.~, ,, 

Eepresentatives Execu,•ti ve Ilocu."lents, Volo 7, LOth Congress, ',~nd Session, 

1<%7-68, Serial Hoo 1330, Document !fo. 17,page 3-This includes an 
abstract of ti tie :::l!' much ol the larla., hero.fter refered as i: Ab8tract of 

(~1};L~N.~_t~}~_':_, ~~~ ~;~·~e~; '_ c;,~~ of 1.p~l l? :_l 7~? ~ see Earp~~~Je~ry 



ch1ring t".':is period, leased out the ferry rights and tavern, and held 

title to the property from 1782 to 17960 

2. ':'he United States Acquires Land for an Armory at Harpers Ferry, 1796-97. 

An Act of Congress, approved April 2,1794, authorized the erection) 

repairing and operation of national arsenals and armories by the new:_.ly 

established UoSo Govern.ment. Actirig under the terms of this law, 

President George W2.shingtor: directed his Secretary of War to purcha.se 

the necessary lands and to establish a?,national armory at Harpers Ferry 

for the purpose of manufacturing CLT'ffis ... ~ Accordingly,, on June 1.5, 1796, 

John vfo.~er, Sr. sold all of his wife's Harper's Ferry inheritance, 

except for six acres of land retz.ined in what became knovm as the lf'v;ager 
retained 

s;x Acre Reservation., another three-quarters of an acre ;-n i<'l">...at was 

called the 11 Wager Fe~r Lot Eeservation", and his ferry rf"h~s on the 

Potomac, to the United States Governn.ent for ~-7,016.66. ~ncluded in 

tr_is t:--c:.r..saction £'or q:;proximately,; 117 acres was his title to 11 an 

I!Sla~d in the P..i ver Potomack opposite to H.J.rper' s Fer~,. uontc.ining about 

'Iwanty .Acres•" l 

On I'eb:c-uary 20,.1797, Thomas Eutherford, William Darke, Van 

Eut:-ierford, 2nd l~ry";'· Rutherforc;l,), exe~.utors and executrix of 'lhornas 
·- consiaerat:i on 

Rutherford, Jr., dece.s.sed, ~ ,-..• · •· · ·• of $ 10,000 paid 

by the United States, con\ra'yed to nGeoree Washi...vigton, President of the 

United States a.'1d :bis successors forever1! about 310 acres of land 

? .1' Last Hill of Robert Harper of Berkeley County, Va., dated September 26, 

178?, probated October 1.5,1782,liiational .hrchives ~ecord Group.No. 1?3, 
l~litc:.ry P.eservation Division, Box No. 4L. Portions also rribted in _

1 
111,.bstract of 'litleii, S.N. 1330, p. J. For Will, see J.ppendix No. ~.~-.. 9.+o' 

3oPublic Stataes &t Large of the Unj_ted States of America Vol. 1(1845),p.3.52, 
see Appendix~,-87'.for copy of law. 
L 0 Copy of W2.rrenty Deed, John. Wo:ger,sr. et el, Berk~ley Cou.."1ty. Va., to U0 S 0 , 

c.lm1e. 1.5,1796, i."1 Record Group Eo. 121, Public Build:Lrigs Service, ·Entry 7.5-
1·, e>.rre"1t.y Deeds enc Corresp6...'1.dence, l 796-188Q., for Public Lands Elf the U.S .. 

J.rmory at Harpers Ferry, Va., 'lray ::~o. 1. l'J...bstra~t of '.l'itle, 11 S .1:. 1330,p.L. 

2ee A:ppendi:: lfo. ? .::'or cop;;,. of t!':is deed. p.?8/ 



cons::l.stir:g of the western portion of '::.he estate t:'."lat Robert Harper 
I{ 

3 

r.ad left to F.obert Griffith and vhich Fas subse~uently [ by deed ciated -Jaimary 9 ,17~2 conveyed to the gra.r.tors by the heir at lav. of said 

Griffith. 11 5 Thus by the spring of 1797, at a total cost of 

$ 17 ,016.66, the United ctates Government had obtained title to 1~27 

acres ·of land that was form the chief seat of the operations of the 

'C' .s •. f;.r:-10-::-y at Harpers Ferry from 17 96 to 18610 

'l:here was, however, a dovmward 2djust:ment of four acres in 1803. 

John Wager, Sr. died in 1803, and the executor of his estz.te, Ed11~rd 

Lucas, noticed that under the terms of Robert Harper 1s will., Hager should 

have established four acres of land around Harper's grave as a graveyard 
' as 

but had failed to so.. Als~I\' Wager had reta.incd title to only 

.'3ix and three-qtiartersf.cres of 

near to Robert Earpers' grc:.ve, 

land in H8.!'pers Ferry, which was not 

the ~-lager family could not 

now c~r-.r out Harpers 1 requesto ~is omrrission, the lav?Br pointed 

out,might not onl-.;r invalidate lt'.he ilager frur..ilv title to their 6 J/4 
cifsc:> " ., • 

acres but the United States title to the 117 acres that bad been 
• i,,f:\rr,·\" T _,.. lf!:S!if' • • • 

acquired "J:$~'-"b-efro:m Joh °L'iager o- ..LC: order to correct.;Z'' this situation, 

b arv.uel Ann:ln, Pay:mster of the U .S ., Armory a.t Harper' s FeITy 6 
· coc~ ' 

surveyed and laid out the fo~ cemetery :in late 1803. 

The correct total acreage available after 1803 was thus 423 acres, 

and not h27 acres) e.s listed in Ordrnmce lJepartment records o 

Of the total of 4?3 acres, approximately 72 acres were used to establisg. 

the U oS., l~sket factory or Armory on the Potomac Ri verJR, L3 acres to 

erect the U oS .. Rifle, or IVll' s FactorJ on the Hall Island$ in the 

Shenandoah River, and about 3/4 of an ac~e on Blocks A and B, 

Shenandoah Street, to , construct two arsenal buildings in which 

5. Copp: of Warrenty Deed, Thomas Rutherford et ux, Berkeley Cotmty, Va., 
to United States, February 20,1797, in ~:ational Archives Record Group 121, 
::Sri.trJr 75, Tray 1. For copy of deed, see Appendi_~ Ho. ~po:l04. .. 
!! .Alis:tract of 'Iitle,n_s.Ko 1330_, p.l.~. 

60 The Snrvey of the ~arper Ce~e~tery is recorded in Deed Book 3, p.108, 
T ff c t c th Ch l M T.T ;; p t C' - ' • ... e. erson oun y, our ,ouse,_ ar..Les .:.own, l•o .a., ayr::ias er wa..":'lleJ.ar..rn.n 
to the ;:.,ecretary of ifar, Ja;.uary 180L, notifyi.r..g the SeC'ret<:.ry of this 
action. 1:arp8rs Ferr:/ , NHP KLcrofilm Reel 18, Vol. 2, p.174. 



to sto~e the newly manufactured arms o The balfl.nce of the land, 

some 337;4 acres, "ras really surplus to the Armory's real needs. 

Event$ were to prove that in fact the United States owned too 

r.mch land in furper 1s Ferry and this was to Cl!reate many problems 

for tbe Government as the population of Harper~ Ferry bega.~ to 

eA.'])and as the Armory grew.. 

For a llap illustrating the 1796-97 acqui!'itions, see Hap No. l.o 
on p.1:?5. 

3. A<ldi tions to the Origi.112.l Holdings: 

a. Friends 1 Ore Bank, 1800: 

On May 8, 1800, He~~ Lee and wii'e, in consideration of payment 

to them of $ 24,ooo.., conveyed to the United States, n all the iron ore 

1 iA-' wj_th all the rights, &c., necessary for digging, raising and rer.ioving 

the S8.me, in a· certain tract of land in Berkeley[now Jefferson] County, 

Virginia, adjoining the Potorr..ac, conta-ining about 1,600 acres, .,.Thich is 

e bank of iron ore knmrn as ' Friends r ore bank," excepting so much 

thereof as has been conv~yed by said Lee to John Potts a.nd others I> 

(/I" 
They also conveyed 11 one~falf acre of land adjoining the said river, to 

be selected for the United States ••• by their agent •• n 7 

On June 20,18001 John. Potts and his vTife,, George North and his 

wife, and William Wilson, of Berkeley Cou.YJ.ty ci.nd Alexandria, Vireinia, 

in consideration of $ 42,000.00 conveyed to 11 John Adams, Premident,&c. 
$11:1} 

' 

:~~dsuccess;,~:: ~:~: ~~: :. :~~in(Ai .;;rr; a::.:i:~d{~~~~s 
0f:artr;tet'•u-nCi;;n'1 as the n~~:'..:'"-'.p~~JI~~$~t··~e'n 8 On September 21,1819) 
~,, ;'~<1, ;~ - - ~J~ ._. -·~_.;,·• • _,.,."''f}(;\"l:!f,•""-!.,,"~··c - " - ......__., --.-J 

BA.-;.-continued • .hpproved Y.i.a.rch 3,1819. U .s. Statues at Large.,, V;ol .. 3, p. 521;' 

1 · .. J;. l···s··.2-~4)',rtrect of T~e, ~! .1'~~· .. '..'"i!i p. 6. For co y: of de~:~~~·~~·- '"" ••· 
•• : ApP-e · 2 · l;n0 ~rid:.J.:IM; ~'t"<'(r~·•ill: f~:~"i<" ' 4 ' """ - ... '" :t .· >·;~ ' ... -: ;;_.~! •t'' ~;. ~ • ' ., '$W\~~~\\\i>~;,~~~ \' .1j.~ 

I ~.;,;: .. 'c . ./ . . "~ l~,:1t:i;~ .C.ol. Bo. ord, Chief o Ordnance "Eo 
\ Secretary of War,,. Jan.12,1837, National .Archive RG t~'..:::.;.153,, .~ox. 4~.,. 
1, 7 .F~rrenty Deed, Henry Lee et ux, ~"estm0reland 1..1ounty, \ire.;inia, to 

the united States, ~Iay 8 ,1800. :Ln l!ational /ir:Jiives Record Group l?l, 

Entry 7'51...Tre.y No~ ~-: See Appendix,::c:~.i:!or co~r of deed. '1hi~ Henry 
Lee was " ight ;~c .P norsE? He.rry'' Lee of Revolutionary fe.me and the 

fe<ther of Hobert E. Lee. 'f'ft_>:istrect of 'Iitle~ S.~J.1330,p.6. 
8. n~larrenty Deed, George North et al., to United States, J·ur.e 20,1800,u 
l~atiomtl Archives Record Group Hoo 121, Entry 75, 'Iray 1. ~lso conveyed 
was a. ~. tract of land with buildings and improv<7~?.t~.4 lof'~ted 
o~rJ~eh~ot~~cn~~~~2e~:Lt~~ t~~..i~~e~r_'l:?~~~~ ~=1~~e~~~~~~~~~lot was 



the TT C .... .,...,0 

?21, L ..,,,.._ 
solo the~acre Keep 1ryste Furnace 1ract to Jogn Preacher for -_;;> 

<!, total cost fron: t 42, 000 to ~ 27, 000 Jqf?, ..,, 15,000 .. 00, thus reducing the '\v.i.o.v 

Thus in 1800 and at a cost of $ .. ~@OCf"-'clle United States obtained 

title to 1, 600 acres of iron ore land lmmm as the 11 Friends 1 Ore 

Batik 11 o This property was located on south bank of the Potomac \'liive~~ 

in Jefferson County, ~everal miles northt7est of Harpers Ferry Armory~ 
and was to be used to ensure a supply of iron for the manufacture of arms. 
The Ordnance Department,1800-1860, did not include this land as a part 

of the Armory pr::iperty, but , in the land disposal programs of the 

1869-BL period, the Friends' Ore Bank was offered for sale as a part 

of the Armory real estate. 

b .. , Timber Right~ on";"~-~~.; 1395 acres of Land, 1813: 

On Aueust ?0,1813, in consideration of $ 20,860o62<:'..:.·::;,::,.;t? Fernando 
,/ .. ,. 

i>f"'A"' 

Fairfax amcl others sold to the United Sta.tes the perperturM right to 

cut all 11 the trees, woods, and underwoods of e~ery sort and denomination " 

on 1, 395 5/Bth acres of mov.r1tain land that lay on the south side of 

the Shenandoah River, opposite to Harpers :Ferry, in Jefferson and Loudoun 

Counties, Virgi.i.'1ia 0 This acquisition was lmovm as 11 the E.:hannondale tract". 

'l'he object of this purchase was to supply the public woDkshops, offices,ei .... ~ 

quarterP of the U.S. Armory at Harper 1s Fe~ry, with wood for fuel and also 

to -make charcoal which v1as utilized in the production of arms.2-
1 
~qJ. 

See Map No.~, for a 1811 survey of the wood land tract.[f, /~7 ~ 
Part[ci.bout 216 .. 80 acres]of this 1;395 ... acre timber tract were included 

within the bou.11ds of Hci.rpers Ferry !Jational Historical Park in 1953., 

c. Ferry P.ights on the S'henandoah River, 1818 : 

On October 27,1818, on the receipt of$ 5,ooo, Fernando Fairfax 

sold the ferry right.7_cross the Shenandoah River , the ferry and a: 

ferry tract of 68 acres arid 80 square perch~ of land, with the 

building;;_, located on the south bank of the Shenandoah River, to the 

9. Frrnando Fairfa.-v:, et ux, to the United States, Deed of B. &. S. August 
20,1813,- in National Archives Record Group 1?.l, Entry 75, lray l~ 

Also recorded in Deed Book No. BJ. p. 63, Jefferson County Courthouse, 
Charles 'I'own,W .Va.- Also copy on Iiarpers Ferry lJHP 11icrofilm Rell No. ?4, 
\'ol 6, :'.'r.s'l 9-550. :For copy of deed see ApPendix No. ?o , , 

1''b t t f rri•t1 I! S ,., 1330 p 6 #'C:e~ ~~~i:>rr"->;r ]iTo ") ""1')0 for nei=>--1 A 8 ·rBC Q_ J..J... e, e.1.1• ~ .. ., .... ,t'_. -'•.;;,-·.s:-·· .. 1_t_; ....... ~ o <...'J..""•-· .... - v.~ .... v...o ... 



10 the 
l5ni ted States • The ferry was purchased to elimanateA high cost 

of ferrying wood cut:? on the 1, 395 acres of timberland on the sauth side 

of the Shenandoah River over to the Armory sideo The United States 

ArMory operated the Shenandoah ferry under a leasing system from 

18l8 to 18l~3. In the latter year UJ.e first bridge, a toll bridge, was. 

constructed over the Shenandoah at Harpers Ferry and the ferry ceased to 

function azain till the toll bridge was destroyed m the Civil Wrro · 

For the 1818 su_'l"'Vey of the Shenandoah Ferry Lot, see Hnp No.· This 68 

acre tract is included within the bounds of Harpers Ferry National 

Historical Parlt. 

By 1819 the United States Armory at Harpers Ferry held title 

to a. total of a:rproximately 1,886 acres of land that had been acquired 

at a cost of ~ {~~iB1f'~~ the 1, 600 acre Friends 1 Ore Eank is 
,{\,)~"~ 

in~JD;ded, then the total acreage was 3,486 acres and the total cost,. 
4:I ···P··• . •• 
'1' In "A Statenent of.the expenditures at the United States 

.Armory at Harper's Ferry,, and of the arms made a.YJ.d repaired therein , 

from its establishment[l?96] to the close of the year 1821,," the Ordnance 

~epart:r.ent inforr1ed Congress that a total o~ $ 2,601,409035 had been 

spent at Harper'~ Ferryo Of this total, $ 2,l71,490oL9 had been expended 

on the manufacture and repair of arms, $ 63, 458 ,1~9. for the packing and 

.transportation of arms, $ 256,509.hl for the construction of buildings, 

mill-daJ11S, canals, and other perw2nent improvements, $ 66,793~32 for the 

repair of buildings, canals, and. da.ms, and $ 42 ,877 028 for the purchase of 

land. The CJJreage was stated to be l,890 acres(thus including the l.r acres 

i.n Harpers Graveyard) and the total number of buildings, including 89 

dwelling houses valued at$ 47,600.00,. was 113 structures valued ~ ra 

10 .. A lJarrenty Deed, Ferna.'1do Fairfax to the United States,. October 27., 
1818, in National .Archives Record Group l?l, Entry 75, 'i'ray)Io. lo 

.t..lso recorded in Deed Book Ho. 10, p. 1~02, Jefferson C01mty(::courthouse, 
Charles '.:.'mm, T;! .va. 1.l~o of deed on ::arpers rerrv KHP Hicrofilrn Reel 
No 0 See "Ab:>trect ~~Title, 11 S JJ. 1330, p. 5o~ 



total of$ l)C,6.50. 'Ihe report further stated that a total of 
ll 119,911 new muskets and 19,718 nev rifles had been produced to date. 

d. Water Power F.ights on the Shenandoah P..iver~ 1833: 

In the 1830 1s, the Ordna.~ce Department decided to greatly increase 

the production of John Ho HaJl's contract rifle and in order to accomplish 

the water power facilities on Halls Islands in the Shene.ndoah had to be 

expanded o To increase the flow of water, the existing U.S. dam had to 

be extended completely across the river and this would effect the 

water povrer of the John Strider, who oi·:ned the Gulph Y;.ills, which 

were loce.ted immediately above or west of Halls Island,. On June 27 ,1833, 

the United States ~overm1ent paid Strider $ 2,600 for the use of the 

;.:ater in the Shenandoah 'between his mills and rifle factory on Halls 

Islands and also for his consent to construct the dam across the 
12 

Shenandoaho 
\·:i th this acc:uisi ti on, the total ex::iendi tures for land at 

::ar?ers Ferr:r, excluding the Friends 1 Ore Bank, stood at $ 4.5,477 .28 
and the acree.ge, excluding the 4 acre Hc~rper Grave Yard, was 1, 886 acres. 

ll. A!7leric~m State Pc:.pers: !~ilitar\r Affairs (Washington, DoCi.,1834), II, 
481-!~82 0 

12 o Deed, John 5trider a.nd others, to the United States, June 27 ,1833, 
in National .Archives F.ecord Group 121, Entry 27, 'I'ray 1. Deed also recorded 
in Deed Book 18, P• 431-432, Jefferson Count,y Courthouse, Charles Town, W .Va 0 

See also !'Abstract of Title, 11 S .N .. 1330, p.5.. ,., •' , ... 
For deed, see Lpperlclix Uo. ?, p. 127 .. On Narch ?,1836, Congress Vpropriated 

$ L!, 600 t o purcnc:se the __ :.., ,.,,. water rights and construct the darrq on 
the ~,henendrhah F.iver, U_.,S.,. Stetues C:.! _lo2.rge, n·, p.642 C> 



Across Anno ... 

&, 

:~, 'I'o the Potomae Company; ..:.·"~...::. 

In an agreement dated March 3 the United States granted 

the Potomac Company the authority to construct.Ca ~~nal with locks . 
. . t ?ti. :f'!;" .. . ' .. . . . 

'through the public lands on Halls Islando Potomac· Company completed its · 

canal and locks on the Shenandoa.._b River in 1807. 

For the 1807 map illustrating this right of way, see 11p1at No.62 vD.th 

~ro title ~legend re2ding"S~r:5.ng the Shenandoah River, Shenandoah Cana:i, 
Hall's Island, and house where Robert Harper Died, his mills and races, 

Scale: 8 perches to an inchoo Listed. in National J.rchives Cartographic 

Section,hecord Group No. 477,. as Dr. llB-62. Map No. 43 11 This plat is 

in Harpers Ferry HHP I-12.p Case, Drawer No. 9. 

b. To the W-i nchetiter and Potonac F.ailroad Com;pany, 183.5: 

On January 27, 183.5, President L.ndrew Jackson granted the 'Winchester 

and Potomac Railroad Company a rie;ht of way for its tracks across the 

Shenandoah River at Harpers Ferryo 

The gr2nt specified th2.t the right of we.y was to be 50 feet wide across 

Blocks A a.rid B, Shenandoah Street, and 30 feet wide as it crossed Bl~cks 
~ ~v un.· 

c, D, E,. and F, Shenandoah Street, and also the Hall, or U .s. Rifle Factory, 

Islands. The P-rant further specified that the re.ilroad track was to 
I'l.otmted croseed 

elevated and on trestles as i i::ti;;:.·,~~tt the U.S. lands in order t~.5 

permit the inhabitants of these blocks free access to their lots. 

The railroad company completed the 'construction of its lines and began 

operations in 1836. 

13. Articles of .Agreenent, March 3,., Thomas Jeffers~n, President of the 
· United States and the Potom2..ck Company, in National .Archives Record Group 

153, Military ""eservation Dividion~ Box 44. Copies of this agreement arr 
on ,~tfr:g~rs/IBR ~;HP J:~icrofilm .. •ee},,?2, yol. 13, pp. 1?65-1?67. See "foloIII, 

,;;;. lL,- . ...,ee • ol .. HI,p.11.~8, for the Agre.emept and MaHrr , • 
14 G b.r~iorv· Pavr:aster 82:'1Uel Annin letters of April 21 and .·:..ay 11.t,lb97 ,accompanyi.....ng 

the :;:-il~t a;.e on Herpers Ferry lJ!iP l:icrofilm heel 1\o. 18, Vol .. 1, p. )0 and 52 • 
.;. _- /' ~~91~. ~~~.p .. lL:l-l;_~?. ~o!' rj ;;~t. C?.:f F~~ re,EO!'t __ an~k~!!?-J?--- ________ --- _ 
f~~e Repor~of Lieut8nant Colonel Keanney and Captain Trunbull of the 

Corps pf !of!1 aphical Engineers, in reference to a hesolution of' Congress 
··-"' Passed .l.Juring. ts La.st*"'· ~eesion ~Authorizing the President to Grant 

under Certain Conditions a Right of Way to the Winchester and Potomac Railroad 
Compi:-ny o~er ~he Publi~ Ground at Harp~rs Ferry.J. October 23,.1834-Harpers Ferry 

NHP .Microfil'Tl eel 17,.. '\ol. 4, p •. 272-2t3- Continued on next page. 



~t"'';;r To the BaJ..timore and Ohio P.ailroad Company , 1838 

Ori November 5,1838, the United States gr~.nted the Baltimore and 

and Ohio P..ailroad Company a twenty-.tioot wide right-of-way through the 

U .s. Musket Fact~ry ~rd up along the south bank of the Potomac River. 
I '\ '\ ~~:,, 't\~';~,:h ~ ''/ '.,, " 

The railroad company's right of way extended from the existing 

u.s. stone river wall.. 20 feet forward 
16 

Potomac1 aning that the 

railroad had to built into the river. The railroad entered Harpers :v·erry, 

via its fotomac River bridgt in ..fune 184Ji, and in June 184? )began running 

on a trestle through the Musket Factory yard as far west as Hancock. 

~ For a Water Tower,,. B & o. RJt,., 1855" 

On November 16,1855, Armory Superintendent Henry W • Clowe, acting 

under ~ ho. · ,,.en_~~!:.~?B~£L~~~-~e:£::'~~ of ,,ylar Jefferson ~ 
'V,,. Brooks, President of the B .& o. R.R1_'~e':r~t'.iif into 

~~-0"" '0 <$'op 

a formal agreemen . ~~ht~B&-'o:~i:a. COJIU)any l-ras permitted 

to erect a brick water tower about 17 feet square and about 36 feet high 

in the musket factory ;yard, with the understanding that it would be 

removed if requested .. ~
1 

The tower, erected in 1856, was destroyed 

on February 7,1862, during the Civil War. 



ef,. Brigge Across the Shenandoah River, 18430 
;\\ 

.IDn August 1,1842, the Congress of the United States passed a law 
that granted the Shenandoah Bridge Company at Harper's Ferry the right to 

construct a toll bridge ac~oss the ShenandoahR~ver at th~~QW,~­

-bright was granted -On condition that tJ all a~nts,. servant:'~artti property 

the service of or belo~~?-ng .• to the United States shall pass and be 

transported free of toll.'' W · .. . lJ.'his bridge was completed. in J.844 and 

was destroyed {;.rter.11£•;.,he~ ~··j.1 t several times-1844-1860 ~ _:': _____ _ 
wWfall&lLAJ;;;;;@'. IQJf:'J.rJ§ffil\tJi:"' ~~ -

Vircinia Confeder2te troops on June 28, 1861 .. · With the destructj_on of 

bridg~~~- Shenandoah ferry rights 'reverted to the U .s. Government e.nd 
f 

were to be offered for · -:;~'IS ale at the ·public auction held at Harpers Ferry 
]$ 

of .Armory Property :Ln December 1869 .. 

I ~~ 

l.:>for 

19 .. From August 12,1865 to 1869, the War Department granted the Shenandoah 

Bridge Company a temproary license to operate a ferry across the Shenandoah 

River at Harper's Ferry. The company stated that it wished to rebuilt 

the toll bridge and would operate the ferry during the period of construct­
ion. The Company operated the ferry- but made no effort to r ebuilt the 

bridge. A Collection of Annual Reports and other Important Docl.l.r:1
8
nts 

Relating to the Ordnance Department, ••• rv, lo47 • 

.. ---. .---..,,,___ 

copy of 18),? 1~~; see •:olume II!, 

·-
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l I 
~ Acquiring Title To Buildings or Improvements erected by Private Individuals 

,, t'rected on Armory Lands. 
f• . 

(a. Housing for the Workmen, 1800-1832: 
~·. 

Housing the 200 to 2,5o. Armory workmen and their fa:milies at Harpers 

Ferry during the first quarter of the 19th century was not af easy task 

because: t'a) There was almost no housing available when the Armory 

began operations in 1800-180l. a.....J:ld the worlt force expanded much mdre 

rapidly then additional dwellings could be built. 
#, 

(b) The normal remedies for si:bili.ving these di.fficul ties could 

not be applied at Harpers Ferry because theii: was no~R_Jj..vate land 

available for the workmen to purchase and on which they could erect their 

own homes. The United States Government mmed all of the land at Harpers 

Ferry except six and 3/4th acres, which belonged to the Wager faJ11ily,,:,. 
"'r 

The Wager family refused to sell any of this property and leased it only 

e>.t high ground r ~nts to merchant1 v.rho in turn erected stores and charged 

the Armory employees high prices to recoup their ground rents. 

Armory superintendents attempted to solve the housing problem 

by adopting a two fold policy: 1st, funds were requested from Congress 

to construct Armory dwelling houses on the public lan~ to be rented 

to the wormmen; and 2nd: when the work force expanded faster than 

Congress appropriated money to erect more housing, the Armory superintendents 

permitted the workmen to build their own houses on the public land and 

also to make repairs,, additions, and improvements to existing Armory­

constructed public-owned dwellings. 

By December 31,1821, a total of 87 d¥elling houses~d two 

school houses ha~een erected on the Armory land to~~~s:;;~e 

force of 271 meno Valued at$ 47,6oO, this to?J;' ,·':.;,, 
cVv' ,_,.t"°", 

of 8~ bniildings we.s · d corrprise of 



1 
20 brick, 7 stone, and and 6? wood houses. 

On September 6,1823, Armory Superintendent James Stubblefield 

advised the Ordnance Department that thEt_:ewere 84 claims totalling 

$ 8, 868 .S.5 i'or il'llprovements that Armory workmen had made to the dwellings 
( 2 

etanding on the public land at Harpers Ferry• Funds were accordingly 

requested and received from Congress to settle these claims as fol] . .ows: 

Year .-No. of c1allraj , 
L(_Fisca 11 settled - Amount £aid Appr~iated ~Congress 

18?3 i~2 ct· ..µ 5,.758 030 

1824 13 l_,,_67L.96 

182.5 ·5 1.,03l.6o 

1826 4 0 
\ 

1827 ~;£)~ 
'"'"v,,,, 200.c0 

------- -------------- -------------------~-~ ---------------------------
Paid: ~~ $tr,' 8)~?~6 3 

'• 

While these claim8 were being settled,. Armory workmen '1-rere busy 

erecting new houses and repairi..Dg and :i.nproving existing dwellings on the 

the public lands at Harpers Ferry • Thus in February 1829 Superintendent 

Stubblefield advised the Ordiiance Department that the~~ were still 4 
43 claims totalling $ 8, 054 .07 outstanding on the dwellings on public land 

Congress accordingly appropriated additional money which was expended as 

follows: 1830- 8 claims settled: $ 1,114081~ 
1831-·21 claims settled: 3~436010 

Total_,1822-1831 104 claims:$ 13,212(_ 

1. American State Papers, Military Affairs,, TI, 481-L.82. 

? • Harpers I erry NHP Eicrofilm ,."eel 21, Volume 7, 696-698, allo L.3-44 0 
3. HFnHP Hircrofilm heel 17, Volume 3, p.235-236; and National Armory 

Afccounts,1823-1829, National Archives Record Group 156,Entry 935. 
i. "UL"'~tHP v '"' ,f, 'l"tf' V 1 236 w.. I'..s ;, • ··-·_ee1....,,."ll"' o • • , 

5o rrnNHP. H.,heel 20, v. 5,p. 421.,437; .n.eel ~2,Vole 12,p.1124. 

Cl' 

f-·i 

_! 



}$ 
But the workmen at Harpers Ferry Armory were not yet done and the 

new Superintendent,,. George Rust, Jr. informed the Ordnance Department 

on October 29,1831 that he had a list of 67 unpaid cJJ.aims 
6 

totalling $ 6,J46.50 before him. Co_ngress had had enough, and for 

four ye~s refused to appropriate money to settle the outs~nding 
- al>o 

c1aimso On January 7, 1832, the OrdBance .l.iepartment ordered the 

Superintendent of the Harpers Ferry to prolL.;ibit the further construction 

of new housing and the repair and improvement of Lrmor<-J dwellings by - 7 
the workmen 0 'Ihis decision had been made by the Secretary of Waro 

Finally in 1036, in response to the repeated requests of the Ordnance 

Department, Congress apPropriated $ 4,546 that the ~epartment had asked 

to settle the outstanding 67 claims for $ 6,346.50 in improvements. 

(By error, apparently,-the Ordnance Department had failed to request the 

full sum:J. The Department now ordered the Superintendent to settle the 

67 claims by pro.rating the available money among the 67 workmen~ 

The Chief of the Ordaance Department decided tgat the claimants were to 

be paid at the ra,t~f 71 cents to the dol1aro 'l:hese claims were 
and sett_led@-:t 9 

paid~this rate in the period April 1837 ~eptember 18380 

The grand total of cost of acquiring all claims for construction, repair , 

and improvements by private individuals of dwelling)on Armory land, from 
6~1~»:~ ,, . "' , v , "$\V ·Y~~,,% 

1800 to 1832, thus amounted ~ims and $ 3..?$ 7SiJ.,1~1· 
"· - ., (:_,,_' "'\I\'!' ·\y, ·~-

c4f-' f' 4-N " 11 8\. ·· · · -·-.. .... ·· • 
t','\ a1.1 Ja. .... ....->(;~'1 11 tt3 i:. ,i&ct?of.,...,~ p.;;,,-t a~t(c-A. Co""; i....-:i tu-q,11,0./"iJ' P.r.i.1:€ 
tJ (h't;l/,T: fFv,..._'lt1~"-tJHe-Ar"i_fn... J(l,otoez~s 1.<,._,,(t<.Jd(tc.'7-to Ur'oN f~Pub.ltcfJw,r/£.J 
Aocrsc:s1 ft·KklSif ~ J tu_ '[,~~o~1 To Y...,j..,u-t ~ /v....,,0 !f1cc___, a.s.,t~ 
0-<:. d,...,6 //u• .. yv!1

- /-/~~/("'°~ EXcc,.,t,.JC (Jr;;ct.e,-u;r--t') 'P-'/rl<:a-~ 
isrsossi~ 1~.35--t 3 C:.3 vre "3; '£'c~t..<.J../"0,~66 6v-cvrt.L-r,,.,c '1a

1 
~ 7~1. 

~o-P~~~ '~"c~ ~1, 1s3_&__, us sr~0--7 ~;~ Ie 7·~.--~~ 
I 60 Hil~HP Hicrofilm heel ?2, Vol 12, p.1124 . 
\ 7 o HFNHP H/·eel 24, Vol. ll,p.1036. 

Bo EINHP H.P..eel 12, v. 3, 22~-?23; Reel 24, Vol., 9, p.837-840. 
9Q heel 24, Volo 9, p.837-8400 
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ARMOR . DWELLINGS ON PUBLIC LA.~ ~ HARPERS FERRY 

1800 1810 1821. 1832 1860 

Brick 0 fl 20 
20 

Stone 
0 l 7 33 {/) . 

Wood 6 62 ' 61. , 
many cabins 0 

Total: 1 15 89 127 
t:P 

Work 10 
Force 

27l ·197 349 250 

Families 36 115.· 
in housin 

The greatest number of d:welJlings was 185.- in 1847; the government then 
begain de!Rolishing the worst of them and by June 30,l848-the total stood 

at 161 houses. 

qf~~til~""'"' Buildings on Public Lands, 1816-1838 !-

In 2.ddi tion to.~~~ Armory \-rorkmen to buildi_ t~eir homes 
· q1so a 

on public land, Armory Superintendent James Stubblefiel~ permitted favored 
' 

a few (nin6' individuals to erect· substantial merce.p.tile structures on 

the public lands. IL,e justified these "leasesn by stating that these 

stores would introduce competition, hen~ ·reducing prices charged 

P..rmory ·workmen, to the market at Harpers Ferry ;.-as 
controlled by the l·foger family monopoly of private land iri the town. 

The stores were built and opened, but the prices d!iid not fall, as the 

Wager-land ayid public-3.and merchants cooperated to bilk the Armory 

workmen. r 

In 1829 the Ordnance Department took steps to acquire title to 
1 

seven of these leasei, which had an total appraised value of $ 14,D?SoDO. 
The addition of two more such leases soon brought the total to 9 claimSwith 

·~ and estimated value of $ 16,290.00. 

1. American State Papers, Military Affairs) ii'ol. T!V, Jli5o 

(1 A. C"-.! ,j:"' vll:(t (~; -g-J & r~G.. s Pcn..Y E-0 -r;,..J£) {,,& OvdA-,.,,:::!. {.)c,.;P.; r A>"-( 

~...,( C1r.uq~, ti-(<;P/OY,~Vff-lr tJ I b ~ qc (fO f/F.,1, £(;_ n,,~c_.~ ~rvfJ V//H 
JZc..~· C0 Pnv~ /J..Jd1v1~ J ~n, CG: r?.JJ"lr <- 91./tt~v.:!i t:Rt. . 
/J-~'~D J II~..() ~<HJ. ex /Joe_ s·e~;..a, ~ ·J..'f H.. ~~'JJ~ /s ~ 

I f..., -5'~;,:~~) /~;;-~~) '!.'iJJ31.aJac. __ i:;;o) f1~~.o9t .~ fz,J,?v('vji/~! 



f11" J"/il;.., t~ ~J 
Fi_nally ~/\Congress, in the lippropriation(l mad~ for the service of the 

Ordnance Department for the Yea....J." 1836 voted the requested total of $ 

16,290 to settle these nine claims.
1 

Eight of the nine claims were 

settled in the period 1837-38 for a total of $ 14,690.00. 'The niilhh 

~""~'-Dr. Nicholas Marini~ h,a~g~ ~tl th~~ance Department for 

-~ ~ine years and finally dee~his stone housejLot Noo 'l, Bl~ AA, Camp Hill, 

which he had built in 1829,-to the UoS• Government for$ 2~000 in cash on 

November 30,1847 ~ thus ending the lang struggle to eliminate all private 

'" 

. 2 
claims to buildings standing on the Ar1n0ry Loto 

The grand total cost of this program was as follows: 
Private Claims to : 

~llings, 1822-38: -claims cost: 

Stores etc. 1831-47 :·~·. 9 clai."lts cost 

~;:claims 
RC 

Cost~~ 

ACQUISITION OF EAGER IDTS FOP. FIP..E PROTECTION MTD TI•1PROVEMENTS, 1847-1856 : 
. /\ 
From 1796 to 1848 only a 15-foot-wide alley separated the privately 

owned W~ Six J:.cre Reservation lets from the workshopSof the U .So. 

Musket factory along the Potomac. As the town grew, these Wager Lots 

were covered vtlth numerous house,. store~,. outbuildings, stables,, etc,,­

many of which v-rere built of wood and hence highly fla.mable • As early at 
,C~ii·~-i·'1f~<¢rf'"'iff.i f 

l828 the Superintendent of the Arinory had ~ttempted to buy 

section of Wager iand that threatened the factory buildings ~nd the Wagers, 

who needed money, were willing to sell for $ 5,000.,. Congress, however, failedi. 

to appropriate the money for this 'purpose. With the coming of the railroads, 

Harpers Ferry expanded and the price of land shot up. By August 6, 1846, 

when Congress finally agreed to this land expansion program, the estimated 

cost of acquisition.-and hence the appropriation)was $ 50,26i.oo! 35 

-
lm i:, 1 1 6 p·.6030· ~)r~f1t3(J(jSS1',.f.;t~~J..."'-.JJ.,"r\Y...;~71 loHFNHP Microli ,..ee 20, Vo o , 1" _ ..:J.-

2. M.o.rmion to UoS.;·, Deed of B & s., November 30,18),J,7, Deed Book 29,p.36-6: f"'fi~fl; 
Jefferson County Courthouse, Charlestrn.vn, W 0Va 0 Mts NaA.lu(1 C'i"1C~~o'1 ~~A- 1 Vf""!>1.; 

3 0 HFNHP :Hicrofillj ?.eel 19,.Vol. ll+, p. lL.19. On Harch 3,Il3h7, Congress passed 
8.' foint resolution a uthorizing the purchase of additional lA.nd at the H2.rper' s 
Fe~rv Lr,-10ry a nd 1' to the 2:;Jplication for thcit purpose of so much of the sum 
appropriated for Rep2_irs, :t'ilprovements, and new 1-Iachinery at Har.Jj)er Ferry •• o 

Armory h~r the Act approved August 8, 18L6ff! Cl-\ the estim.qte shm:n to havE; beeri 
in tenoed" for the purchase of

0

lands and bUl-dL.""lgs ••• !!:J 0 5 0 Ste.tues a t h·::.·~,·- _ 
Large, lol. 9, P• 207 ~A-.flPo~4-t{ r }!}_ C/_2 /;.,,.Jk .. <-t.._J,.h.t.e:_~,,"frtr-i_tl;;,, 5{}_; ?.b/dc 

\N"'""" 1f-:l., ool:l f,.,_ A""/1.r;N. ni-<Jl'-::> /f-d~ ~ if/·;) ro k- Paf\1,A.v--. fa~ R...,, .. 5 Isl~. 



In 1B47-Li9, the U .So Armor.r purchased nine Wager lDts complete,with 

all buildings on these properties, and the 25 foot deep sections of the 

northern ends of eight other Wager Lots that also"fronted on.the 15-foot 

wide alley that ran between the Six Acre Reservation and the U .S • Musket Factorjr 

Yard 0 The acquired lots extended from Wager lDt No. 15-subdivision Noo- 4 
on the east, to Wager Lots Noo 33 and 34 on the west. Fourteen buildings fronting • 

on the alley were demolished and eight brick or stone dwellings fronting on 

High Street, and one stone smoke house were retained to serve as dwellings for 

Armory employees. The 25-foot deep northern end of all :L7 Wager Lots were 

paved and ci_dded to the 1.5-foot v.ride alley to create a 40-foot wide fire-break 

and street that crune to be known as Potomac or North Cliff Street. 
"' '" 

The cost of acquir:i.ng this property was $ ~~~9lf'and the work of 

building Potomac Street was completP,d in 1851. 

In 1855-56, the U .s. Armory next purchased Wager Lots 13 and 17 complete 

-v~ith their buildings, 25 feet deep parts of Lot 1.5, subdivisions 

? and 4, for a total of $ 10,165.66. The four buildings on these lots were 
demolished and the acquired land paved and made i~to streets in 18)7. This 

projec~~1made Potomac Street a 40 foot wide street~fts complete length, to its 
junction with Shenandoah Street. Lot 17 was made into a new side street. ( Compare 

Haps 4 and 5, also see Map 6 and 8). (See Chart No. l) - 4 
(b) Formal Entrance Project to Musket Factory Yard ($162999.33) 

The project of developing a more formal entrance to the Musket Factory 

Yard got underway in 184 7-48, when the U .s. Armory purchased Wager l.Dt No. 12 

and its two two-story brick stores for a total of $ 9,999.JJ(See Map No. 7). 
The buildings were demolished and a formal iron fence and brick wall was constructed 

across Lot No. 12 in 1849.. In 18.53-54, the U .s •. Armo~y resumed work by 

acquiring Wager Lot No. 11 and its·double two-story brick stores for a total of 

$ 7, 000. (See Hap No. 7 and No. 8). 'I'hese buildin~s were also torn down and a 

matchine formal iron fence and brick wall was erected across Lot No. 11 lhn 
(See Chart No. 2) • .. --·-·--·----1855.. --.-------·····"~~-·."'-··· " -· --·-~-···-.,---

Leases for ell these Waaer 
"" 

Lots arc ir. :;stione>l .ArchiYes hecord Group !fo. l?l, Public B".lilrlings Service, 
Entry 75, Wci.rrenty Deeds, '.::'ray Ho., lo" 'l'hey have also been recorded in the Deed 

3ook of Jro>fferFon County, e.t the Charles '.l'ov:rn Courthouse, as listed on Charts 
~Jo. 1 ci.nd 2 o 



TT C' A PU,1QRY C.HJ..P..T l 
U e\...J • l".i.._ • ... _ 

ACQU1F ITIO~·J OF Lll:D FOR TIP.E PP.Ol!ECTION 
. '• 

-'- 184 7- lS'SQ_ i f 
,., 

\';nr,t:r Lot; No. of For For DatA of I-urch;1seci -
l'o .. I~lnes o- Land Bldr,s. Deedf 1 rom: lJePd 

}joo}: Pc:.ze 

13 & 2,000 0 Dec.26,18$ Noah H. Swayne ~,.., 296 -1. 0 y - '.::> I 

' 
? 13 2 . , Q 5.l. 000 1/31/56 John G. Wilson 35 ?95 -
3 15-2&1 1 850 850 ?/13156 f'¥ederick A Roeder ',.., 3;;i 299 -
Lo 15-4 0 200 0 5/?8( 4' Susan Dmme.z 30 114-87 -

-i 

~30 -5., 16 0 237 0 6/6/48 Frederick A. P..oeder 30 
'l 11 
-

6 .. 17 0 ?37 0 6/6/48 Frederick A. Roeder 30 23l ·--
7 c 17 0 1,1660-66 

' 0 8/?6/56 Frederick A. Roeder 36 135i -
8., 17 l 0 

" 
300.00 8/26/56 John G. Wilson 36 133 

9~ .. 18 0 l,So6 0 7/1/47 Gerard B., Wager 29 115 
10. 18 2 0 Boo 7 /?/47 Samuel Lover 29 117 ·--· 

1. 

11. 19 0 750 0 6/30/l·? Gerard B. Walier 29 12.1. -
l?c 10 ,.., 

0 l,BL5 7/9/4..7 Ann .l:"eed Este.te 29 1?3 c. --- --- -. 
1.3. 20 0 833.-33' 0 6/8/47 lloah H .. Sw~e ?9 343 

-l.Ll • 20 2 0 ·J,,500 9/4/h7 Phil:i£ Coons 29 346 

15., 21 3 11000 21000 7 /l/L7 Gerard B., Wa_g_er 29 1?6 

16., 22 0 l_,000 0 7/1/47 Gerard Bo Wager 30 236 I 

-
17c ?? 3 0 21500 6/6/48 William Mc~j!raw f,Bt c 30 23.5 

(1 ) 18. ~'"'* 23 0 900 0 . 3/7/48 James B • Wa_ger 29 238 

19. 24 0 200 0 6/8/47 Noah H., Swc>.;)me ?9 347 
20. 2.5 0 224.,66 0 6/7 lt/T Alexander Kelly 20 348 / 

21., ?6 0 83J-o33 0 6/8/47 Noah II. Swayne 29 349 

22" 26 J. 0 ?_, 2.50 9/14/47 Hugh McAleer 29 354 

?3 27 1 1..1..000 l..J..000 6/9/47 11ichael Fole_x 29 355 
2L ?8 0 400 0 6/8/47 1IT h H c •. Oa -• uW~e 29 358 

25 ?9 1 1,000 750 10/? /47 11:1.rtin Grace 29 36o 

26. 33 0 L!OO 0 6/S/47 Noah Ho Swel_me 29 362 

27 33 _l 1 0 LlO 10/2/lt? l~rtin Grace 29 364 
34 h - 11-00G 2..1..000 10/2/47 Hartin Grace 29 365 

2L 0 0 222,,66 6/7 /47 J.lexaJ1der Kelly (1 29 348 . 
20 LOIS 26 c· 16,037 .9t $ 2J,06l't66 c 39,099.eh 

'!m'AL 
'!"' '+"' -- l 
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8 o SuI'l.n12..ry: Land .Acquisition Program of the U ,£,. Armory at 

Hc::rper 1 s Ferry, Va., 1796- 1860: 

--
Item Purchased Date Price Purchased from: 

1 117 Re.res 6/15j~ $ 7,016 .. 66 John Wager, Sr. 

2 310 acres ~'1120/97 
v~ . 

10,000.00 Thomas Rutherford & others 

mi.nus 4 a cres for donated u .s. to Harpers Ferry Harpers Cemetery 1803 
-----~--------------------- --------- ------------- -----------------------------

Subtotal . 1~23 acres 1803 $ 17,0l6c66 u .so Armorx Lands . 
3 'I'imber rights on 8/20/13 20,860062 Fernando Fairfax & others. 

1,395 5/8th acres 

4 Ferry rights on the 10/27/18 5,ooo.,oo Fernando Fairfax 
Shenandoah River & 

68 e.cres o 

5. Water Po,.:er P.ights 
6/27/33 2,600.00 John Strider 

on Shenandoah F:.iver 

6 IJlaims for repairs, 18?2 
l:onstruction, or to ., ..., 7r:s 111~ To 171 individuals-employees ..!.. [' _.I '. ·4 
~~~.\!c'tl!l to clbout 

1839 of the J..rrri.ory. 
Dwe,tling built on 

D. So and,1810-32 

7., Claims to 12 m.ercant,._ 1836 ,')!\\;'' 'W '''~'.\\t;;;r~t'17':~~i}'ti; To nine individuals • ile bldgs. ~rected oil>. to ·1ili~'J4~ . .;eo 
lT oS .. lanrl.s .. 1847 

80 For acquiring 1 acre 1847 'Io 16 individuals in 
i.ri 6-acre reservatio ti, to 56, 098 .. 99 33 transactionso 
Z3 Hager Lots and 1856 
30 bldgs., 

~ 

62 BJrrnes Island, 
2/7/48 1,500.00 To Patrick Byrnes & wife .. 9. addition~i acres, \ ·. 

Potomac .. iver 

----- ---------------------1----------
.,.. ____________ 

~-----------------------------~ 
1,949 $ 137, 525 .o5 'ii at Harpers Ferry 

, . 
Subtc tal: a cres ; 

; I 
? 

10 Frtfnds 'Ore Bank- 5/8/ 21~,000.00 Henry Lee 
~ion:~;~' ~·iii~ -~l"e :id; 1800 >,: 

~. ,.~ 

R.igh.,i{s ta.~)~~ ··"1r·, · ., ·27 ~~·· ~~"?0eo~e' Nti.rilf ~ohfi·:p~ -J!i. .• & eel:"' .u ~- ~Of:L _ .. :.~~ ; , . .. ,.. , ··: , 

.Keep '.l.ryst~. Furnace 1800 ~William:Wilt>o?t · ::: · · 
---- -------------------~~ ----------~------------------------------------------Subtc tal-Frien.ds (Ore Bank 1800 5~090~ ·· , Potomac River. lF>J of Harpers 

1,600 acres · , Ferry B.hout ~ miles 
-F==-~11 --------------------- ----------i,,.-----------· ------------------ ------ ------

C:P_l·-~, TOTAL: 3,5L9 e.cres ~ ··llJBi52'Su-O~ HarpeY-s Ferry Armory La nds 

'" 
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~ ~s lf S2 f J~:.:£ OF PTJBL:!J' LOTS AND !IOT_IST:s AT '2.EI: l' .s. iltMORY 
J..".: ~~~-?rl'. 1 ~ ?r.?.?.~, YL ., lf·.52 to· 1S6? o ~ . 

.. 
. ' .. -- ... ...,::, -~ 

loElP~nin~- ~o; t.1-ie lf{~~ ·s.01~ 

On January 11.,1846, after carefully considering the problems 

~the U oS o Armory at Harpers Ferry, Major John Symington, Superintendent 

of the Armory, first suggested to the Ordnance Department a land disposal 

rl 
program that he believe~would solve many problems at both the Armory and 

in the tov:n of H2rpers Ferry. 11 I would propose the sa..Je of a, Put of the 

public gr01.mds, 11 he 1'rote, 11 c ... In the hands of private individuals this 

ground -vould soon be built up with dwellings and suiteble stores and shops &c. 

for mechanics of v2rious crafts who ca:mot now possibly get a spot on vich to 

exercise their calling;: and in a year or two it v.rould be reasonable to say~ 

that a flourishing town; under w}:olesome murni:.cipal regulations would spring 

up where now is wamting everything to make a residence desirable. 

"The 01-:rnership of all the grou,.'1d in the vicinity of Harpers Ferry( except a; 

small patch e.t the end of the Potomac Bridge) being in the Uc E:tates, is an 

insuperable bar to tfie growth and improveI'lent of the place as a tmm and yet 

from the locality, there are fine points in this (~~i.~ction th:mt off er the 

sare advantages for i;Jade and business generally o 

tt To the U. States, 11 Symington continued, 11 the growth. and properf'i ty of 

the place v!OUld be advantageous, as affording a means at hand of procuring 

mechanical labor or certain supplies which have to be bought ur at a distance .... 

But a still greater advantage would result to the workmen employed in the Armory 

and their families o ¥.any would no doubt become owners of property who are now 
' 

only tenants at will on the public ground and consequently have no fi..~ed house or 

interest{ in the place, and all could look to other sources for e!l1!3plyment for their 

sons than this Armory, now the only chance. And in case of a suspension of 

labor in the shops or a partial discharge of hands they could have the means of 

employment to a certci in extent in various ways, and not be left idle to consume 

what litt]e they r12y hc.ve.laid by .... It may be we:J-1 ••• to remark that the 

portion of thP public ground here alluded to[for possible sale] will not at any 

.iture time be r..eeded for the purposes of the Arrriory- sufficeent will be reserved 

1ear the site of the.Ji.resent £rsenal or store house to erect other store houses 

v:rhen requiredo11 J. 

1. Hajor John Syrnington to Lt.Col. Ge?ree ';e.lcott of tl:e Ordnance Department, 
January lL,18h6, Harpers Ferry l'iHP Microfilm r-eel 23,'Volo 7,p.627-6290 

/ 



J,. year and a he.If later, Hajor Symington returned to the attack, 
- ~ n ··-

,~:~iti:n~- o~.-~1:1:.~~,}~.:'-~~~.~7,; in submitting his estimate of funds for the 
$ 

l erection Bnd repair of buildings at the Armory for the fiscal year ending 

L 30 ·-:r,_;~· 1849 :11 • ';:: I must bring to your notice the c cndi tion of th-'?dwelling 
A 

houses at this place mn1ed by the Government and occupied by the Officers 

and mechaI1.)cs and other::;connected with the Armory. 'I'hese houses, now lfomprising 

about nine .~ tenths of the buildings ( exclusive of the Government workshops 
..The,re -v:ere 161 

& storehouses) included in the T01v"l'J OF HARPF,R 'S FERRY L /~ govermnent,....owned 

houses in i8US'J, Fere for the most part build upwards of ?5 years ago, a-nd 

ge!1erally of such in.different materials, that nothwit.hstand.ing the const&mt repairs 

ma.de to them, meny are now utterly irrepairable .. 
J~ 'i 

H'l'his v!ith the impossiblity of procuring other q~ters / 
{The private 

property bei..rie; closely built up and occupied) is so serious a drawback to the 

operations of the Armory, that measures must be taken? without delay, to 
'<" ,:&Z,.i..; 

If the Government policy of providjng housing on the public land for the 

workmen is to be c mtinued,. Symington noted, a large sum of money should be 

included in the estimates .. · so that many new dwellings could be erected in the 

nex:t few years. If this is not done, nr therefore suggest this,- to abandon 

the system of Government tenantry, ¥hich has thus far been a losing business, 

besidRf' being prod1~ctive Cf' strife and fu:.rn:.r-b1e.;. ·~r-qus_ .. _ and expensive 

suits at law, and all Ruch ills, and to sell out such portions of the public 
2 

lands at this place, that cannot ~possiblby be needed for Government uses 0 11 

Symington cor.til'lu~ to . ~~~rs cue and the Ordnance Department 
carefully considered the problem/but delayed making any decision until 185l0 

Heanwhile, in September, 1850, cpetition was introduced in the Virginia General 

Assembly to incorporate IU.rpe3s I'erry as a town, thus permitting the establishment 

of the first tT government. The Act incorOrating Harpers Ferry pe.ssed 

in Harch 1851. ':'he first election for Hayor, .l:''ecorder and Councilmen for 

the neF H2.rpers Ferry Town Government was held in Nay 1851, and Jeremiah Fuss, 

112.::-ter-Builder at the J..rmory, w2.s elected as the first mayora 5 

? oSyr.1in~ton to 'Ialcott, July 15,~47 ,EFUHP 11.P.eel 23, vol. 10, p.921.-926. 
3. Virgir:.ia :Free Press, Gtiarles Tm-m, Va., October 11,1850, p .. 3, c.3 .. 

4 o Ibid .. , He.rch ?l, 1851, p. 2, c.5 
5.-:r5id .. , !'l8y 9,1851, P• ?, c.2. 
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\. 

In August,1851, Secretary of Har c. 11. \. Conrad inspected the 

.. krmory at Harpers Terry and l1ajor John Symington was able to induce 

the .::iecretary 11 to concur in the propriety of the measure that I have so 

lone recommended, that is the sale of such portions of the Government 

land at this place, as will not be needed for the purposes of the Armory, 
•_.wt//.J 

preparatory to which a surve~ be made and town plat laid off,. with 

streets, buildings, blocks, and reservations ••• 11 
6 

On August 16, 1851, 

Col. George Talcott, Lhief of Ordnance, submitted Major Symington's report 

to the Secretary of War and concurred in the l1ajor 1s recommendations/ 
8 

Secretary of War Conc~d approved the plan on August 26 and Colo Craig 

ordered Syn1ineton on August 28 ,18.51 to at once proceed with the prepartion 
9 

of the plat for the tovm of Harper's Ferry. On Sep:.enber 3,. a board of .. , 
_.j ~ 1,11,~ti V'I, 

thrEJ,e ordnance officers, consisting of Major Jo:b..n Symington. Lt. Col." r.ipley, 

Supe.rintBBdent of the Springfield Armory, and Col .. Benjamin Huger, the new! l 
2.rpointed Superintendent of the Harpers :Ferry Arrrrory, was established by the 

' ill C~ef of Ordnc:.nce to execute the town planningc 

'4;i.E""ir detailed report was submitted to the 
c • . \. 8r' 11 
~eptember 24,l ~i,. and the preliminary plats 

" ,,, 
of War approved the 1~~plan on December 2.5,1651. 

;2. Terms for the 10.52 S-e.1-e: 

Chief of Ordnance on 
12 

in November* The Secretary 
13 

In April,18'52, the SlJ!V~r. S. Howell Brown, completed the master 
~~LJ . .;: ·-'- ) t 

plat of the town of Harpers Ferryj 11 Hap of Hajyers Ferry, by S. Howell Brov.m, 

D.So,- 1852" ( Harpers Ferry NM-EF-900.5] • , .... .Jn June 10, 18.52,, Secretary of 

War c. H. Conrad gave his fincil approval to the plan and plat amd. ordered: 

thci.t11 The Superintenden~ of the Armory is hereby directed to cause to be sold 

at public auction to the highest bidder, such ef the lots as the Board of 11+ 
Officers o .. did by this report of 24 September last, recommend to be soldu 0 11 

,.~.-ii.-,-, ~ Reel 26, V. 3, p.264c 

/ 
6., S~rr.:ington to Col. Henry K. Craig, Ordnance Department, Aug .9 ,1851, 

HfEHP H.R.eel .. ?l.+, Vool• 5,LlL-Ll9, including a copy of Symington's report 
on this subject 

7.F~eel 20, Y~l. 1, P•. /o80 
8. "'eel 19, \' olc .5, p.L!68. 
9. heel 19, Vol. 5, 468. . 

10 0 Col. C:raig to srrr.ington,~ept. 3, 1851, heel 19, Volo .5,p.1;69. 
llo For re~or:t see ·eel 2h,,_1.Vol., B; p .. 802-806. 
12. Reel ,o,vol. 1, p.93-/w; 
13 c .1.•eel 19, Vol. 5, p. L82-l+B3 .. 



Upder the terms of the sale, one fourth of the cash was to be payable 

on the day of the s~le and the rer..ainder in two equal installments of one and 

t1·:0 years from the date of the saleo "If the whole amount of each inste>lment 
;~ 

Ehall be p 1Jnctually paid when the same shall fall due, -~ \:.rl'terest shall 

be charged thereon, otherwise interest at the rate of Six per cent per 

annum shall be charged on such ir1stalment from the datl of .Sale lintil 

the final pe.yment thereof.,••" 

Armory workmen were to be allowed to purchase not more than two \ 

lots on the follm..;ing terms: 

"gr,e fourth cash, and the remainder at one, two, three, and four 
(2. "'!!--

years ·v~ithout interest, provided the purchases agree thaIL an amount equal 
(, 

to the 1/1? part of each ar.nual instalment shall be deducted from their 

monthly wages., If any workmen should cease to be in the employment of the 

Government he sha.11 thence forward as regards instalment rero9.i.-riing due on 

property purchased by hi.T.i, be subject to the same conditions as other 

purcha.sers . 11 

Eo deeds of conveyance ~J~ any of these l~ts wel~ .. ~o ~e li_ssued 

until the full pr:.ce had been paid.d to :t.he United States. '<.,.._ ·-~--. 
1 

• -· 

-
On July 23, :L8'5Z-, Col. Craig ~fo~ed.Superint.enden~ Huger: 

11 'Ihe Secretary of War has this day given his sanction to the following rile: 

11 It being for the interest of the 11.rmory, that the ·1-1orkmen should not be 

u..rmecessarily distrftbed ir. their residence in consequence of the sale of lots 
c: at Harpers rerry on the l~ ~t of '-'eptember, the Commanding Officer of the Armory 

is authori?.ed to appraise such of the lots to be sold, with the buildings and 

improver,1ents thereon, as are occupied by Armory workmen, whose services it is 
is desirable to retain, and to dispose of them, at private sale, to such 

occupants~ at the appraised value.. No workman >-rill be permitted to purchase 

at private sale, more than one lot on which he resides, together with the 

improvements trereon; and any lot offered as above, ard declir1ed to be 

purchased at the appraised velue, will be disposed of at public sale. 11 

15. ~eel 24, Vol. B, 805-306. 
16 heel 19,. .V.., 6, pe510.,. 

16 



1Iro John r-lolAt', 8. far'"1er of the <?.rea, a.rld Armory !'1aster builder 
.. 

J erer.ii2h Frn'OS vrere empln::,red to 2.e>nraise the 'S.J · Government dFellin'"" V - • • 17 .""<.> 

houces that t:ere to be offered for sale. 

3. T:esults of the 1852 Sale, 185?-69: 

Surveyor S. HoFell Brown, on his Map of Harpers Ferry, d a ted 18 52,. 

laid out a total of 312 lots on the U oS • Public lands of the Armory at 

E2.rpers Ferry th.s.t Here to be offered for sale on August 31 and :::.eptember 
in 

1 a.11d ? ,1852. Included the sale were SS< t?nverr1nient dwelling houses. 

The priw1te sale of Goverrunent dvrellj_ns houses was held on August 31, / 
::ind 2. :id 50 Armory porkmen ::'U!'ch.::i.sed 50 houses and 51 lots ( one house 

streddled tFo lots) Et their appraised value, which totalled$ 31,525.00o 

l1nder the terT'lS of the sale, they p2.id a, 8, 153 .oo in cash and bonnr_
8 

were 

issued for the balance, 1vhich ~·!ere p2yable in full by },.'.1zust 31,1856. Of 

this group of bidders, all but one Parkman ( for Lot 4, Block H, Ca.mp Hill) 
were to successfully co:rJ.plete their payments for their houses a.'l.d lots, 

although somP Pere r 1ot. to m2.ke their final pc.yment until 18691 

The public sale for the three remaining Government d-v;elling houses and / 

lots 1t~as held on September 1 Hnd ?,18)2. On these two days, 1?6 persons 

made bids on the three houses and ?11 lots, but no bids 1-1ere rece:fuved on 50 

vc:i.cant lots- many of the latter being located in ravines or any stPep hillsi'Cleso 

Under the terms of sale, one-fourth of the total he.d to be pe.id in cci.sh and 

three of the 1?6 bidders, with bidf' on four lots, refused to make the cash 

p2;,'1Ylent anc! dropped out. The _re:·1ci irdng 123 bidders made the required 

r!3.vments • r+· 7' 818 .951
<,;, for zo~,. lots and three houses. 'lhe total bid for 

~ ., ... , 19 
these items ·vas cl- 27~034.SJ. The ;_:rand total for -1-' three-clay sale 'I' vf!.8 

stood e.t 53 houses, and ? 58 lots sold f~r total of a; 58 ,559 .SJ. O:f this fi£Ure 

17. ~~2.rpers ferry NHP l-~crofilrri. P..eel ?6, Vo h, 335-336; heel ?4, Vol. 8, 
p. 7 51. Each me.r. ~·:ai:: ;a id $ 26 .oo for this tE>.sk • 

..., 18 0 "Accoun~-.-?S;1les at Harpers Ferry .Armory, made by Benje.rnh1 Huger, Bvt .. Col •. 
of Orr'trirince, Comm' dg, m of Lots a.YJ.d Th.\Tellint; Houses there occupied by workmen in 
the Armorv, c:mcl sold to them by order of the Secretary of W2.r, at a value, 
ascertai:-ied h•r the Appraisraent, hereto annexed, of John 1-:ohler_, and Jere:rliah 
Fu8 ~, in Augu;t 1852, Harper's Ferr.r~ Lr:n.O!"J, :~ugust 31,1852 .. 11 r•eel 24, Vol. 7, 
pp.61lc-617; Also Bue;er +,o e.:raig, Oct. L.,1852, ••eel 2h, Vo 6, p.6040 _ 

19 •• -.fi1~ iep6rts of_ the Harp~;;-~ ":i~'rry ·"Pa,ymaster on the ~al~; __,l_t-52 to December 31, 
J.e6o, are in !:-2tional .Arc:hives Eecord Group ~!ool.53- Eilitary .t-eserve.tion :Di·,rj_sion: 
Harpers 'Ferr-.,v, v! .Va., Box 45. 

j 



? 15,951.9524 was collected in re.sh in September 1852 and the balance 

due by 18.56 was ~ L?.i-h76o99 1 3/L:. • 'l he total number of in di v:...:J.m1 ls 
20 1 

na'c::ing payments on these lots and houses v.:as 15'9. About ?16,2 acres of 

U.S. land were sold off at the 1852 sale. 
A second effort to dispose of the remaining unsold 54 vacant lots was 

m~de at a public sale thR-t was held on February 17, 1853, but the auction 

·vas hnlted bv the Armorv superintendent when the highest bid received for • • ?l. 
any lot vras five dollars. 

fo::" the ; schedule of paymer..ts, 1852-1860- shOT::ing the a mount 

paid a.:-ld mrribPr of deeds issued e8ch year, see Ch2Tt Noo 5, P• 28. 

':;:he Armory Pa:,'111Pster 1s rerorts reveal that as of December 31,186o, 159 
purchasers had paid in a total of 4 5L1 100.02 and that deeds fciT 196 

.;J;i. 22 
lots hPd been issued to 133 individuals." The reports also show that 

23 _Qf these, bidders, after 1Aaking payments totallinB $ l, 758 008 on 31+ lots, 
f c... do ct '-r- v c "1 t'1 J.c. "t~ .Zf--< .. vi..,,- f'<t 'if" "«>"" :5 I • • 
A :r·"'rhaps because of aecrth, UDemplo·yment, or the Civil Ware 'litle to these 

34 lots reverted to the D .s. Governmentc :Sic;hteen persons completed 

their payments on 28 lots after the Ci~ril \'hr, in the period 1866-69 0 

)-.:her.. the United ~tc..tes decided to cispose of all the Armory property after 

the y2r, Ao B. Dyer, Evt. Eajc Geno-~ Chief of Ordnance,, on Septenber ?5,1869, 
,, L si o.-1&. J 

issue'f .finc..l notice or. the 185? A sending to delinquents :the : statern.ent 

U 12t 1' Per-sons who purchased lots in 1852, and have not" fully p~dd for 

then, are notified t:i2t if they p2y -;.rho.t is due befc:-e 'I\1esday of the sale 

C :· · . r: over,t bPr 30, 1869 J Uie lots vill be deeded to them.. Ot11erwiRe they ·vrill 
?3 be resold.11 

~he fir;al result .sof the 1852 s2.le were 2.s follovrs: DurinB the 

_-period 1852 to 1869, 136 rerso~s purchased in full 224 lots and 

52 dwelling houses c t. g!'2.nd total of :!; 56, ?f; 7..43 was collected( exclusive 

of any interest that may have been collectef-or the period,1861- 68) 

20. Thirl c 

n 
0 

Barners Ferrv Nicrofilm heel ?)+, \"ol., 9, p.86?. Supt. ~Iuger to Craj_g, 
Feb o ... 17, 18 5 3 "~ 

?2. l ~+~ OD"'l ~_ .... ,..,; .. rpc n r. lq Pox 45 Llso ~forners Ferrv l:IIP Reel 18,Yoz112.. . ~ • J.C' .......... -- , .... .....,_,_i,: ~ ·=:i .r......... _,_, _, _ o ..... " ~0 ,,., -f".f 
.,..,..,":!.. • . ···- . .- . ----· -· ·_-,· -· ._-: - .- i·.,., nL ++..,.,., f' th p -- :::>'"' c _~, ~··•-- ~·--~ --- -· _ _ ,. ~~ _ ~~ .. . ,, f' ''""~ _rom .• e 

Chief Clf.'!'l-: of the l'J2T Dep2.rtTient, Dec_, l?,ld73,~ iT! Ser 1Pte f0_ecutive Documents_, 
l·Jd Co!lcresE:, 1st Session, Serial 1;0. 1S8o, Tlot:u111Rr:t ~:o. 6,. 1 ~p.J1 .. 
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In this tot::il there is included $ 1)758 .08 that re- s paicl on JLL : ieces 

of prorcerty f:hat ?3 bidders fe.iled to re.~r in full for. In 186/o, 88 vacant 
lots first offered for sale in 1852, -vere put up for auction ag2 in 

0 

L~ Use of the Proceeds of the 1852 Sale of Public Lands: 

On April 23,1856, a joint resolution of Congress authori7.ed the 

Secretary of v!ar to apply the proceeds of the 1852 sale of lots at 

HRrpers Ferr-J to the purc[lase of other lots vd to mak:LYJ.g improvenents to 
r~~ " 

the rublic prorerty Rt the ?.arpers }'erry Armory.·-- By June 30,1856, a grand 

totc.l of ? Lc',51!5t~l; had been ~llected from the 1852 sale of land .. Of this 
.-

sum, $ ll,,918.l.{9 .. had alre8.dy be'en eA.'})ended.. On June 28, 18.56, Chief ·of Ordnance 

eraigm i..11formed Armory Superintendent Henry W o CloFe that the Secretary of 

Ear had approved the eA.rpendi ture of the reraining balanc~- $ ._J6,, 6g9. 79. > 

for the following rrojects at Harpers-Fe:rry! 

1. To purchase Wager Lot Noo 17 to be made into a town street 
and for the removal of the building thereon ••••••••••• $ 1,.666.00 

2. For the construction of three-lquarters for the llaster 

Armorer, Superintendent's Clerk, and the Paymaster's Clerko••~ 18,ooo.oo 

3. Ior grading and opening town streetso••••••••••••• ~ 5,970.70 

L~ For repairing builni..n.gs and improving grounds at the 
U.S. Rifle F·2¥cto~r·•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 6,873 .. 00 

So- Extending Arsenal Square••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••$ 2,917.00 

6. Enclosi..n.g grounds of new rna.gazine and stock house •• •••••• l,000.00 2:.5 

7. Cleaning tcrr:n well Ol.i Fillmore Street and pump ••••••••••• 200.00 
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.5.The Appraised Value of the TJ.oS. Armory at Harper's Ferry,.1860-61 
On ifovenber 16, 1861, Lto Col. William Ha;ynadier of the Ordnance 

Department, reported to Secretary of War Simon Cameron on the 

appraised value of the U oS • Ammory at Harper 1 s Ferry. 

"The amount expended on the same [Armory] for land 

purchases at dif~eeent times cc•••··························$ 4.5,L77o 

11For improvements thereonf for water power, canals, 
enbankments, walls, and water privileges and for hydraulic 
machinery and buildings of all kinds ••• o••••••••••••••••••••• 1,787,4300 

Total[l796-1861],exclusive of the amount expended 

in the manufacture of arms, wasoeeoeeeeeeeeeeeoeeoeeeeeooo••~ 1,832 007 
·op -z • 

11 The last annual inventory of the property belonging 
I 

to the United States at that Armory .I.ls dated June 30,1860, in 
which the value of all the property on hand is apprised as follows: 

1,66~2 acres of land ••••••••• ~ ••••••••••••••••••••••••• $ 37,4.57000 

:V.l.ill dams, canals, water power, and hydraulic machinery, 
Forges~ rolli..Dg mills, machine shops, dwellings, and 
other buildingseoeeeeeeoeeeoeeeeeeeeeeeoeeoeeooeeeeeeeeeeeee~ $ 341,?2lo00 

Amount of Real Lttate: $ 611, 9.57 .. oo 

Machinery used in vorkshops •••••• O•••O••·················· e 270,?3.5.oo 
Tools used in vrorkshops•••••••••••••••••••••···-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·-·~--~-l_0~9~'~.56_0 __ oO_O~ 

Machinery and tools : ~: 379, 795000 
UmTOught: materials on handso .............. $ l00,043o00 ______ 193,616.00 
Parts of arms in progress •••••••••••••••••• o. 93,573000 

20,507 arms of different models in srtPrage ••• !.!..: •••••••••••••• 28.5,145000 

Total Appraised Value of Armory, June 30,1860: $ l,L07,513 .. 00 

By April[l,],1861, the number of arms in storage when the ~rmory 
vas destroyed, was reduced to h,287.00, the value of which is about 

~· 64,000.00o [This reduced the] Appraised value from $ 1,470,513 in 

June ;860 to $ 1, 207 ,668 in April 1861011 ~ C. · 

~~ ·-~Brig Gen., Stephen V. -l~ Benet, .!!.. Collection of Annual Reports and other 
Important Papers Re1ati..r1g to the. Ordnance Department '.I'aken from the P-ecords 
of the llhief of Ordnc:.nce, from Public Documents, and from _ _9ther:_ Sources, 

( h vols., Washington, DoCo,1880), Vol., IV, 101'.3-1044. Lt.Colo 1'1a;ynadier's 

total for land includes land purchased 179$ to 1833,but not Friends'Ore 
Dan.k which cause another $ .51,000 in lGOO. Byrnes Illaad,C, 1, 500; 23 Wager 
lots at $ 56,098.99,etc. may be incluc8d in the total for improvements, 
but arE- certainly not in tl)e land total of ~ L5, L 77. E;-.,,_,. /il'6 t/'fi: !}66'" _ 
~ov-~tt'~ ,u.µ...,-{ O::... /f.Q,.,_;,JJc•.:i R. l"i-RO lf"lH*'':f ~""""' o ~ ci;r.,<e..,,c.e a~f,;o -r (.\ vtQ_ 5tef-;,,:'dt 

a,,._f r:n_vSCrv,,-,,, t'",,.,A ff ftt,N'/ f;r"'° fl{~_!..; {.4..__i.. {f' • ._ ~ "': ~,~ /ilv&.i f'-.;J-~._;; .f4..tJ' rvd..,-~ f°C4.i.i~~f-<? .1 

c, sTu.-t--0:, c.. rklJ.:it~' o~oo.} 9 '5tau...Aru~J a..-..t ;;.($ .-1;,~"'f:/Hv~u, ... iA..f'~.1 .. ~*""'JB 'Af,0 
A CoUIJ'CTtrn a. Ru,a:fVC:-. lirPl7".' Io W-io t:;O, · u 
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1269 - 1880 

"'Tr ... "'."""""0 .:....u ... .:. • .-i\,,_, 

1. PrPpar2tions fpfthr=, lf 5? 2-:.le: 

il.T E.tJ:.PL?:S ~T')T·"T.,r -~-- ·~, " . 

On. April 15,1661, Confederate tDoops 8ffiized the U.S. Armory at Harpers 

Ferry and held the works until June of that year. D1Jring that period they 

~emoved all of the arms-making machinery they could and fired the buildings 

before they retreated. At the end of the Civil Wal) only the heavy brick and 

stone walls of the 11usket and Rifle Factory shops still stood and most of 
·\ 

the machine~J was gone or ,.rreckedc Because of the exposed position of 

the Harpers Ferry Armo~J on the edge 
a l;-0 

of the Confederancy and bec~ruse of the 

high cost of arms preduction at Harper~ Ferry,1799-1861; in compc:.rsion with 
" th~ of the SprinEf it::::. _ _: ~rmory in l1a3sachusihtts,-the War Department decided 

-- - A 
not to rebudi.lt the -~~-· ~r"'.'l.pry Bt P""3.r::;ers Ferryo Cor.:;ress, on Dece:r.iber 15, 

c:i_,_ih..'!j_or1zed and 
1868, pessed an act thatr'\direct'.2d the Secretar.r of ~lar to sell at public 

auction the U.So lands, buildin~s,, machinery, and water power :privileges 

at Harpers Ferr7.. The land in arA.?-djacent to the armory amounted to 1,66~2 
acres. 

from the rurc!J.aser, or p11rchasers, for the p<'y:-:ent of the purcha::e-noney,..n 

In ot'.1er r.!0rds, a purchaser did not have to ~mt any casli c,own to Get C?ontrol 

of tr.e property he bid on, but he was r.ot to receive c.. ciRed until o;,11 :t:c::r:-1en-'.:-s 
r,rere completed .. 

~'he 18.W 2.l80 directed -'.:-1.at, the ~:roceec~s of' tr.e s~.le sh;)ulc'. '::le used to 

(1) defray the experi.ses of the sale; State:: the 

privile;:"eS by the Lnited State:'C, .::.::c1. for 

(3). If 2n:r surplus should re:n::.tin, the l"'·· directed the Sec:ret8,ry of :·:8.r 
11 to deliver this si.rn to such agent 2.s the le~isl:: ture of ~h st ,,-ir:;ir~ia sho11ld 

2ppoint, but iitpon cor,di tion that such s0J_rpl1ls st.all be received by thF? State 

of West Virginia, to be set a:-;c:.::.·t, he~c1> i:i.vestPd, lJ.sed 2.r;d ap::-;lieci_ as apart 
of the school fund of th2t St~1 te .•• •" ""'- The l:>.iir itr.elf d:id r..ot. s::--erify ho·v nuch 

money '.c.ad to ':Je raised before there r,r/'1.S .::my suryl'J.s for ~he school fur..ri., W...lt 

1 + (' ' 1 t ' " + ..t.J-, t +h ' . ...; C· ,..,~-n r·r.~ r·r, 2 
-~ uer ~·Of'!.g~Pf ':?::_on.8 re_:-:or J J_f:C~J.C2. ·_.83 ....... :9. v 1_.1i .... e S1.1.l"\l 1-:-~ '..1"< T'~1 1 ..... ;-?.S "t· 7l_) _i, \1' "·~ o'-·U • 



lav..- authori?ed c;i:Id - . t ' th ,_ airec ea l e h.lecr:::t&.~ ... of ilf-<:r 

::;ive e. breeth of 10 rods on Eigh Street, othervise Y:nmm as Hashinston 

Street •••• 2nd r_lso to cor:vey by deed to the proper persons such other 

12.nds a:ict buildings, pcr~ions of the 2foresaid ::_:iropPrty: as hc:.ve heretofore 

')ee:.o. "'°'t 2.:ri2rt by t~~ ::-'r<>::ier aut'h0ritiPS for reli:;iouo J ch2r: i table, and 
'.{ 

t o·.,"Y .. }11.lr~OfCS •ti ..,. 

+_he; :--l2t fo:- the lP.69 sale c ~is m2.p, entitled t:l~e>-:f! of Harper 1s Ferry-Pl2t 

o: :tr;-_ITJE·r If' Fe~~ J.!'mO'!:'";/ ?~:!:rpert~r laid off into lots :f'o:- s~:s in FurS'.lcY:t to 

l">-'e Let 0f DPcember 15,1868, i'i::fl.1;.ecl by S. i:lrn;ell EroFn, l:ovo 1,186?, E:cale 

165 feet per insh, 11 e.~proved b3- Sec:r·etary of F~.r :·,'ill~LC:Jr, V:. neJ.h:.2p on 

1or sale 

1 C'°'r-. 
-" ;e.-, 

t 1-ci::· :-12p l3ro-..;::i sL'.h:::ivided +.h2 1.T .,.S., Jpn( ti1::."!: :read T!Ot 

a.8& intc r1e-:·; Oui::...di:-~s lots,, tb .. ic, -i:·i tr~ ~~:.e 3l:? lots 
(")"-'- ~,.., 1 p :::_'r - - - - _ ... ..,...c.' of 

'.::vro h0.::.r..c..red a:~d twe::::ty-i"::ur of these lots 

:>eer sold r.t tht- le_::'.'.' SB.le, 31. mo!'P lots Fere noP to 

b<>.l2::·ce , ?) 15 lot~ ?L3 ho".lse lots Yere to Of; offered 

'~,.,,a,.....,. a·"'-=-11 ~r1~ hot1 c·e~ +,. c.-.o ..... er Coll0 ~e "'hr::. Un1· -----1 .r .. _ - .. - tt~ 1.. •• ._. ....._.J_... b '"'- "- ....,._, "- v .... .::::. Q o .;.. ... v tA:::;.A _j_ 

~tat<:;s ~a~ated the 
-16T"(),lf1""& 11".:l..J 11/? .s~""E'ccT J'LO, J-1TTlt o.J~r .J..;..;i._ -

'.:J2lr.r.ce of ?L lots Aon ,J<>.r,,_~"'r~r 1, 1070 es follm:s: ctcr.!c.s -

t::i.ree t::i tf,e :Soard of I>lucatior-. fcir use :.::: 8rhool lots, five to the Eci.rpers 
-r~•IO 

.::: erry tm~n r,overnn-=r1t !:or use as town sq1l.a.res, a park, a ce:-ietery, and~ 

.:,-,,,~...;, ~··· ro1arket house, inrludine: the struct1.lre i...vi the le.st case, 2.nd one lot, 

~··it2 perha:;;s an ol.:: ~-!'":'~-;;-- ci.1·Tell-1r1g o::i it to "\i~gir~ia Lod6e :~oQ l, ir..c~_eperident 

0~~~:1 o:!: Qcj.c~. l-eilo1·~f, t.o rer.,lace tl~eir J._od:e ft~ctt.:re t~ri.c-..t l12d been 

;; c. 
,, ., l"' 
v 0..L Ill .) ' 

I 



;·2::-""s0~-2GE'~( ;; lots) ;, er,~ ~·~hnol:('J~·2 lot.). 
), 

1·'"~~-= ~-or~0. tsC~ i;.-j_ t~F: ~.~ L f e .31 lo to. -.. 

l 
~. Q 

fl._ ottcf cJW"U:.. D.:., JOm·J,f'rtv"'I 

Gn :;ovc!".ber 30, a:::-:d Dec.enber 1 and ? , 1869, f\offerec1 ·'. ?43 

'.:"use lots, 13 ci.'\·Tsll:L'l.gs, 2nd one st2tle for sale at public auction. 

J.lso offe~ed -r~zere tl1e fallo1·~ir.1.G fi""le iterris: 

(l) ~oS. ~; .. :~1:et Iacto~rG~o1.lnC<.s, 7? s.c:r-es 1·7it.r .. ruins of !'s.cto:~:r 

( '))\ l'"\-.o ;C>'Y'.,,.-,T!?~"'"'ritc nr __ +."'.·"' ..) --·--· <t'--.; .... -0-- -· - - --

~ r_ ::2.Y~.;erE ! err-J O~ S he~:.a~doal"-1 

Shenc::n.:~oc.L Liver, inc2.udi.v:.g <.. ferry lot 

Street, 2T!Ci <" 68-acre f'er~r lot Yi th t1·ro 

($) 'Ihe righ"[, to dis; 
'('.) 

iror.. ora OE 1, 600 acres of land in the l rier.ds 1 O::'e 

:;_,c;r-1·:, Phich ·vc.~ loc2:~ed on the; ~ol:th shore o: the Potomac River &bo'.lt hTo 

n:iles !". ~rthwest of: I·krpers :E""e~y.,, 

the 
, 

"'6 ",..,~ 1 ~-.>:- i 0 c0 ' 
::;>· ' { c. ( ...:..,.,.¥!'~" ·...-.::.)' 

D2' t'.'>:..s t'Jtul, $ ?l,.006:00 had been sre:::-1t to pli_rc:1::i.5e 
~- ~, 

2.r1d ~: lt.37 ,525 .05 to purcl:a.se the 1, 9L9 c.c:res at 

2r,ri &6js.cen.t to ii2r;;e:r'::: Eer~J• 

S':J. +:.-ie ba'°'is of rmnp2-rt rnri0r2 t'!-:c:.t 1s"!'oup of wealthy :Wac1us-trir.list::o 
an 

1-~ere c:~bout to Ji'Jrchc:.se the 1·:&ter pmrer rights o'fl' the Potoric;,cl\ Shenandoah 

:.iver5for t ..... J1e purpose to erect nm·; factories o.t Harpers ferry, optimism 

bidders on the S.ayf: of the 1869 sale 

~~eedc [:!.'"'C:.!1~i~~ these lot.~ are in 1Jation2..l 1"-~chives G~ol:p ::o Q 1 ?1 
~.._ _, 



Lll 2 LB o!'.:t_ered items were tc:-~cen by l?l bickers 'i:'.!.c 

ccsreen to p2y 2. grc:nc1. total of ~ 297 ».79.3 .50 for t'rii:::: property. The 
5c<i .{ 

i tens were for the follovinr prices: 
I\ 

L :·:2+:.er ;Jower of the Potomac l. }lustet :fc:.ctory Grounds: $ 176,000<>00 

2. '•i2 . ._Je!" :;:>m-:er of the Sho.:ic.!1doah & P.ifle }-'a ctory ~rounds 30, 000 .co 
j o 5he:::::-:.r°ioC'..~- F~:.i:ve~ ~errJ rights ~.nrl 68 acres ••••••••••••• 

l,, Ti,.,.,1>er ?":i.e::l:t . .:; 0:-. 1,395 5f8i~.cresQ••••••••••••·······••• 
5. l riencls 1 J~p 

6. :for 
riicl. 

?l < - -. ..,,, 
by 

lotE 

~~d- 1 t.,on ~cres .-c...._.!. · ... , -; '.,< ...... ~-:.. - ••••••••••••••••••••••••• 

a.v:.ri 1 1 h11ilc1.ii.£;8 ir. :I2r;iers r erry, 
ll.6 'bir1de!'E,, J • • • • • • • • • • o • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 

1,790.00 
3, !Joo .. oo 

13, lOC <>OC: 

'.:' :r::L I.. : 2L~ I te:ms -: 'J $ ?97' 793 .. 50 (5) 

Cf t!:e :;:n1rr he.sers, onl~r 18 people paid cash e.nci :_r, full 6 
for their 20 lotc:. 2t the tiI'le 0-: 4.:.he sale, r2ying a tot=.l of ~ 836 oOO 0 

185' lots ar.ri 5 items., 

Thirteen personf' vho bid. » o::', 2~l lots re:'urnd to pa~r cc.sh or sign bonds 

8.nd the -'.:,i tle to t 11ese lots re~.re:rted to the Un~_ted St2.tes. Control of 

all the other iter.:is, however, pass.ed to the ap~arer,t purch2sers as soon 

as th.oy executed their bonds in Dece:rn'oer _l869 • - -

1.:ith the e:J:cer1tion of 8ome 2.9- it~}".le Jrdnance De:rc:.rtl"le:nt 2.ppc.ared 

to :nave sucr.ess:f\11ly r't5..sposed of the D .s a J..rmory property at Harpers ferry 

ir" the 1C:69 at hj.E:h pric_<?-f'., 'Yhe ~·Jc.r IJe:ie!'t:mPnt, no doubt, considered this 

< smashir::.E; success, hL'.t this soon proved to be a complete illusion., 

B'ie t,0 nc;tural c!ld m2n- ITlade cenf'e8, the 1869 sale was an unrnitigf<ted: 

disaster t:1e_t :rlu.'1ged both the 'C' .s. Goverr.nent and the people of fa:rpers 

'"'~ Q Fe:!:-c:··v leb2l a~d e~omonic norrass from which it would take 16 yea~s 
• IL 

5 •11 l..ctt"'-r "Dro7'. the >ief Cle?"k 0£' the ~·for De; e.rtEent~ cor.municating, in 
compliance -c·Ti t~n :. ..;er:ate t"esolut:;..on of lJecef!1ber L, ltJ73 ,_ in±'ormation in relatj_on 
to the ss.1° of Gover:.::ient :;:;r0 perty at Harpers :Ferr:v( lu69 l,. in Seri2 te b::ecuti ve 
''or, .. r 1c·n~·c ! ~r f'nn~~~c:::c::: le--+. c~c::~~on [p--;~1 ·v0 , . i=:Ro .,..'oc11mpY".1 t. 0 b 
.._. ~i.......o ~-J. '-.!\...' ._..,...,, ,_,_. <.....)..L-_,~,.1...;. -'-'\...V -~-~- .._, _,.J.._._...-, J.t~~,·-- -./\.)I' - -~IL~.i._.lJ ,lo.• Cl ' 

paGes ? to ll, }-!.~~~ a ('._e-:r.:.-:ed listiiJ.g, lot b -~r lot, of' ever:,~ t-id, bidcle:r', c.r~d 

t11.s -;::2.;J'"I':er;ts nr.de :;:- bon:is o:igned., 2::iocur1"-'r.t c-.lso includes a cop~r of ~!'oFn 1s 
lfl6? l-:Cp of Ho.:i-::er 1 s ~erry. 

6 ,-..,+i'oy"., 'r"h"~""'"' -:.'°'"0.,..,-:; r:.,_.O'U"" 1~1 "nt.,...,r "r6- 1'l.·eec.'L"' g ... ,c .. v ,1.LC..L ~ .. __ ..,..;._\'~'- -"~,- .,1...~ ,,_..._ l-' ...._ ___ ; -- J..J 



2 SA.LE m· OOVEHNYENT PROPERTY AT IIABPER's FERRY. -
SALE OF GOVERNllENT PROPERTY AT JI.A.UPER18 1''1-:RllY. 

~tnicl of eak'of UMited Stain proput!J al and 11ear Harper'• Jerry, W. ra., llOltl at J11tblic auetio11, at the to1c" of Hai:per'• Ferry, 011 tlui 30th of Norember, and tlie hi a111l 'bf'1"1.~· 1~f 
n-ller 1"69 b]J J lJaNlel l'otterfald, a11ctio11eer, a1 1liriilttl a11d laitl <> 11 t by S. Huirl'll Brown, aun:egor, a8 per map o/ 1~, 11pprurNI by UoH. Willir1m Ir. JJrlbap, 81...-rl<tr.¥ 11/ 
War No~'t6, 1~ llUlde 1411t/er lh41 •11perrl11io11 o/ Capt. Dl111id J, l'ouug, U. 8. K., actlHg 1utder illstruct'01u from the Ort/1w11ce lJt"parlmtuf at W11•hiHyfou, In p11r•1111111.,, 11( 1111 
".Jd pl'Of!idiltg for tlul ~141 of t/11• ltiud•1 le1lt'me11ta, aml miter JWirllegea belo11yiuy 1<1 llu· C'1dled St(llCB at a11d 11ear 1far1wr'1 Pary, In llro ro11Hl!J of J1ffi·riw11, ll"r•I ril"!Jiuiir,'1 rlH· 

• 'lwaci»g cdw. the u1taolfl Iota and lot. 1111rchtJ11ed and 11ot 1H1i1l for, all per ma11111111 8llle of 11362. · 

3 

---- --~-------------·- . ------ -
f 

' 'W 

j. ~ 
Amount. 

Dltt·lhll'ol hy pur. 
rba ... ·r u111( tiik~u 
by-

. ' -~ -;i;-;;:-u::;wer ;~tl..:o; thtl l'.:apt. ;,· ~.:~lllK ·~~ 9116, 000 00 ••••••.•••• : • •• •• • •• 
, ~· . Petomao Rh·eru held by the · 
.. .. . Uaitecl Statee, l!Dlliniclng 

alte of old armory bulldlnp, 
or maaket flMltory, B)'rOO'! I 
Ialand, and all \bat ah'lp al 

•land ud bluft' bordering OD 1 · 
~ Po$olaao Rlnr, and ljtug ~1~ ' 
betw- llAld. river and the • ·, 1 
llt!leet4 anc1 tot. u laid down • ~ - , I 
8ll =f ll!Gll. • ' I 

..... -.1t:: ... ·!!i:J.l.lfe. :~::;:: ... : ~:I.: ... :.:.:::::.: 
" :=:="-C:.ide:f= ·1•'.:',':-f\'.h.· .v ·.·· «,. 

~=-~~!,.~~ '-~d.-~{.~c!p.-~.:1~4;•~- ,·,,:. ~f.ee6 ··N~l11CSteet1 · "{'.:;,~, :•~,: 
'iaoit:nt.ll~G66feet1 .. '..W.···.'·· .··· . t·: 1:j M4• ~8b'eet, ea teet . <'>;f'-; • ' 

Now. 11Ccun-d liy bo111\ for- I 
w1 ..... , ... i.1. · 

One YL~. Two yeur><. lhlh• uf •l•••l. It• 111atl."-

n.w. I···~· ..... :':".".': ~'. ~··~ ....... , ::. I __ _ 
Doo. 30, 1869 til8, 000 00 Th.·c. 30, 1"69 ~8, 000 ooj •••••.••..•••••••••••••.•• .I. ............ J ... · · · · .. 

lk'll 16, ldOO 1:1, 000 01 llt'<'. Ill, lrlG'J 1:;, 000 00 ........................................................... . 

e;:; 00 Dt•c, 6, I el'IJ h"i=> 00 .............................. . 

f,CW19_.....hoiluloe~:i "'41: . , ( , .• ,, . 7 ' 
;~river.·· .. · ... ~ " <- '"'~· • ~ ~ \J.:.;. • ..:~~·?~·'. . ~ 800 l>t·r. 6, ltWJJ 1, e75 oo Dt·c. G, lt169 1, t'';5 00 ••••.•....... ~rlgbt tllll<l ...... · - ... -:)~···•··.- ·.., ••••••••..•••••..••. 
~.,,_. tiuul• of . :; ' .• "'-' .... , ..... 
~~~--of-talu land e:1'.'."!15'.if$.i'.::\ ~t ,, ·: ,{, ·:.: . c 

/ 
............. 1 ............. , ......... . 

I I i h'tPliG111 thOt1111tblll4eof the ""' ·" ,•.!~~I".-:-, •.. * .. '··· ... · 
':°~hRlverlMIJolnlng 'fdf.; •:/'.'·;;~ ·· 

-~~~lroiureUJlOl.I wi1tmc~~.::.:. 't:i,100 JobuA.Ahlarul Th.'<'. 6,li!6!1 0,5:'.000lle1·, ti,l"UO o,.'i:~11K1 ......................... . 
·:~~=:~ ''J;:;,/'.,;,'.;~.~· ... :·· DanV.AbL 

1·· ............ ;- ........ . 
1Uveir ~ 1111 Friends : 1 • ,.,,',~ ,>.:. ., . •,: , , °"' Js.ii11:,11 -i,ufred from ~. ~ ,,;·:":• ffr •'. _,. '."'· 

,Lfio aaid otben by .t:i'I ll'"<~'A\\t..~!t:'-!f'):i•~; 
~~Hays. iaoo. . r, 1t\'f"j:.~J;;-.. :: · 

XortA.ld tm11 q1 """"'°'roe, •': ! ... ~ .;··, ~· # 

IMM"ll en it tM (}Cd Bu,1Jeri1t- •. ';! : I~/. ' ','\ 
\ ,,,,..,., •• OJC« .... . ., . ·, )!·., .. ,~:r ~ ::-1~..,~:,, ."' ,, . t.1, . " 

Oa $b-iatvkloh o ;'; u U 1' •,•• • •• 1'haaulii J. Burley•• j•U" 
•• ;~.:ilo ..•. , .• · .•. : .. ; .. : ...... Capt. F, C. AduDa •• , ••• 

1 .• -;; •• clQ"·············,,······· .J.11;~ •••••••••. 

::::::clo..~·:::::::::::::::::::~~ CiaPidl.o· ·c:=A.~:::;:: 
1800 •••••• do., ....• : •..•.. , ..• ·:; •. Joliu Wal!ih •• , ••••••• 
1 •••••• do., •••••••••••••• ; ••••• ¥arY Coo~:·: ••.... 

1 "••••.,do.•:.,.••' • ... • ' • • '• '•• • •' JobJi H. WU tronl • "ij! b • • .,._.,. ... d.u ...... , ..... : .. ,., •• , ..... .;. ... Withdrawn.. a y 

. , ' 

2, O'J5 00 " •••••••••••••••••. 
1,6!15 00 ••••••••••••.• •••••• 

~~:::l·················· 
2, 050 00 tSoo block .A, lot !I) 
2,025 00 ••••••••••••.•.••••. 
2, 085 00 •••••••••••••••••••• 
1, 850 00 ••••••••••••••••••••. 
6, 100 00 •••••••••••••••.•••. 

· · . United Statee. 
111811 ••• ~ •• do .... .::.: ........ :: ••••• 1'. ~ O. A., and Jas. C. :I, 100 oo •••••••••••••••••••. 

I 

"'•· """ '· """ , ..... "· '"' '·"'' ~ ·········· .... 11 .. ···· ............................... . ll<'C. 16, lt'll9 1, 85~ 50 ll1•c. IU, loti9 I,,.;;~ :;o ......................................... I ......... . 

-~-l~.-.. ~: ~~~- . -~·. ~ -~ .~·~----~: .\.~~- .. ~'. ~. ~ ::: : :·: ~: ::: :: :· ::: ::: : : ::: : : : : :: : : : : : :: : : : :I:::::::::: 
llcc. 6, lt'll9 I, 15!l 00 Ike. 6, l>'G9 1, 1r.; IXI ............................ - ............ • 1· ........ . 
Ht'C. 6, lr'69 1, 042 !JO' l>t·c. ti, lt'ti!I 1, O-t:J: :-M.l ......................................................... . 
Ut•c. 61 lt«i9 9".l5 oo J>,•l', U, lr"'tiU tr.?.1 oo .............................. \ .................. , ••••. 
.............. ...... : ......................................... ···:··········1··· .. ··· ...... , ......... . 
Dec. 6, 1809 2, 550 00 D1•c. 6, l!!(i9 2-~ oo .••••• _ .................... ., .••••• _ ................ . 

'. . ·• •· ~ .. ·-. ·. Pl!H. S~ for Edw'd 100 00 .••••••.••.••••.•••. •••••• do ................ ,....... • e, ... _,:.... 
. . . · , · ·• ·Lneaa'a, jr., ...,...,. D<'ll. 6, 180!1 2, 049 5ll n .. c._ 6, tr'f.!l 2, 04!1 r.o ................................................... . 

t ....... do.~: ... ~ ...... "·"·~~, ... ;.:. Du\el.WAUmee................... 1,650 00 .......................... l>oo. 6, ll'.'4.iU 975 0<1 lh·c. 6, tl'Ll.iH ui:> lHJ ....................................................... . 
.. ,. ....... do ............. ,. .... ; • .:.. ....... John aou..................... 1, 200 00 .................... •••·••· l>t'C. 6, 18t.m i5 uo lh·c. 6

1 
ltlli!I i!'i (K) 

Dec. 6, 1869 55 00 Dec. 6, 1~69 :;:; 00 ............................ J ....................... . 

1 ...... ,..do ...... ot••··•,.••• .. ••·"·~· Harrlet}[;Neer............. 150 00 ~·············........ l>ec. 6, lt«i!J ic~ 50 l>t•c. 6
1 
l~fiH I'":! :.u1:::::t:::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::: 

1811( ·-'~.di) ••••••• .;._ •• ,.~.;.,.,. l!lchael Doran.......... 165 ~ ••·••••••·••••••·••· Dec. 6, ltlti9 ~o oo llt•c. ti, l~tm ~~ ~=: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::· :::~:~·:::::::: :::::::::: 
l811f .,. •••• do •• , ••••••••••••••••••.•• !l:._llllaulvDoeoo~:::u······· 1:g 00 :::::::::::::::::::: Iu>'"'· o, 11:14m 47 5o

1 
I>•·c. ~.· 11~:,·:.·: 1 

. 

1 

........... do ............................. •1C11ton • -..1.~ ....... • t>e. 01 lrlG9 t, ~>fi2 50 lt.•c. u , 5t1:! :i0 . • .. .. .. .. . • . . . . . . . . . .. . . . • • • .. .. • • ................... . 
l 188l' Lot.a north of Sbenandodl at., JOM'iph D. Holmea....... 3, 125 00 •••••••••••• • • • •· • ·- llcc. 6, lil69 737 50 llt·c. 6, l>'li!I ~~~ ~: ·.: ·.·.:::: :: : : .• ••••••••••••• ••• :. : •••• _ •• :. :. ·.·.:.:_ •• •• •• • •• • • •• • .·.- • •• ·.-.-.· .... •• • •• _ 18« •••••• do •••••••••••••••••••••• Iaabella Leillenriog...... t,~~ ~ ::::::::~:::: D<'<I. 6, lil6U :H7 50 Dt•c. 6, lt'li~ 

lllCll .••• .,.do •••.•••••••••••••• , •• -, Edward Teamey •••..••. · 'SeeliluckF lotl) · ............................................................................ ! ............. '·········· 
4180£ •••••. do ••••••••••••••••• ••• •• Danlt-1 Ame-1 ... •• • • •• -•• 330 OO 1 • with recom111l'ml11tiou that Th·pnrtuwut of J n•ticc lx·giu ouit on "''m•·. 

* lfotee and bond.a of F. C • .Adams, aeut ~ B_eeretary < f War ~~ly 15, 1872, , 



·i·i-

SALE OF GoVERNKENT PROPERTY A'l' HARPER'S FERR¥- SALE OF GO\'EHXllEXT PROPEin'Y AT HARPERS 1''ERHY, 

..il.batraot o/.eaki of U11iled StatM property at alld near Harper't Ferr!J, w. Vi•., aoltl al p11b/ir u11ctio111 al t/11· lo1r11 of fftll1"''"~ f't-t'l'!f, ,f·,-.-t'1111ti11ut•11. 

.. -.--.-----------.----------.-----,-------- --------------- -··-· ---- ----------·--- -------·- ----
I 
I 

Xoh·• "'•run•1\ hy limu\ for-

I , 
Location and l't'.marlt11. Names of 1>urcb88era, Amount. 

Dool!noo hy pur. 
cha.tier and taken 
'!iy-

On" yt•ar. Two y~ar:o. lJ11h· 11( 1h~·1I. l:•·mutk•. 

_ Dote~_\ ~~=~1111. lnllt., _/ Amonut. 1':i~t~;:,.,· 1_~~~ 111•~11oh" __ _ _I ____ _ 

51869 Lota north of Shenandoah at .. John Will!On ..•....•.•.. 
61869 .••••• do ....................... Thomu "'·Gallagher .. . 
7'1869 •••••• tlo ••••••••••••••••••••••. Mary A.. Perelval. .••••.. 
8llll69 ······<lo .•• .' •••.••••••••.•••••• DonieyH. Irwin .•• ~ ••••• 

JI lo! 869 On ShenandOllh street......... J anulG Doody ..•.••.••••. 
·ll 2;1 •••••• do ....................... IM&C Gllh<•rt .•••••.••••• 
J[ 31 •••••• do •.•••••.•••.••••.•••••. GllDrge}'re.,man .•••••••• 
H •'tt<60 ...... do ............................ ilo ............... .. 

~ ~;: ::::::::~::::::::::::::::::::::: -~··l~':".::::;::::::: 
H 7;1869 •••••• tlo .••••...•.••••••••••.•. Uoorge Koonce ......... . 
I 1,H!69 ...... do ....................... Goorge 1'"reeman .•••..••. 
I :j,ltl69 •••••• do .•••••••••••••••••••••. Lonl...,Evans .......... .. 
I a: 1869 •• •• •• do ............................. do .••••••••••••••.. 
I •

1
tt'69 •••••• do .•••••••••••••••••••••• 1811.BC Gilbert .•..•••••••. 

I - ~51869 ...... tlo .•.•••.•••••.•.•.•••••. :N'lcholaa Mannion ...... . 
I~ .••. In tbeWag.or6-acrel'611<lrvatlon Bridget Doerley ..••..•.. 
19 .•••••••• tlo ....................... Patrick Da!tiy., •••••••.. 
• .......... do ....................... Marv D. Cochrane •••.••. 
'-11 •••••••••• 110 ....................... Edith O'Donnell. ..•..... 

G 
H 
I 
I 
I 

I 
·I 
J 
J 
J 
J 
J 
·;f 
J 
L 
L 
N 
N 
N 
N 
N 
0 
0 
(} 
p 
p 
p 
p 
p 
p 
p 

ll:!1···· ...... do ••••••.•••••••••••••••• Edward Murphy ..•••••• 
\!ff .......... tlo., ..................... J111nll"! McGraw ......... . 
n .......... <lo ....................... l8RllO Gilbert ........... . 
:l!I ... , •••••• do ... , ................... llrld![et Boerley ........ . 
:wj .......... do ..... ., ................ Patrick O'Belrne ••••••.• 
8 1869 Clunp Hill .................... George Koonce ......... . 
711869 ...... do ....................... Edmund H. Chambers .. . 
~,11369 ...... 110 ....... , ••••••••••••••• Lewis S<laboltl .......... . 
5' 1869 ...... tlo ....................... Franclo Gannon ........ . 
6111369 ...... do,. ••••• ·········• ...... Dorsey H. Irwin ....... . 

101869 •••••• 110 •••• 1 .................. Jobn E. Irwin .......... . 
13'11:169 ...... do ....................... Nlchol&11 Marmion .•••••. 
5/1869 At Uuilm aquare .............. John .A.. La..horn ....... . 
61ltl69! ..... 1\o,. ..................... ZadockBntt ............ ·• 
7,1869 ...... tlo ....................... J, Roblnaon Stra)'er .... . 

10:1869 ...... do ....................... :Paniel Amee .......... } 
11'186ll ...... tlo ................... , ......... do .............. . 

~~1~= ::::::~~:: ::::::::::::: :: :::::: ::::::~~:::: ::: : ::::::: 
~ 

1869 South side of Ridge street •• : Goorge H. Dender ..... .. 
6 1869 ...... do ....................... William M. Graham .•••. 

, 1869 Between Rldge&ndPutnam etL Samuel Coleman ••••••••• 
311869 •••••• do ....................... JamesWat11.eltl. ........ . 
811 •••••• do ....................... Oliver Hall ............. . 
911 ...... do ................. : ..... Harrison Robinson •••••• 

10 1869 ...... do ....................... Jan1eA Muegrove •.•.•••. 
8 1869 •••••• do................ • • • ••• Samuel lrbey ........... . 
• 1869 .... ,.tlo ....................... Jetfel'80n P"l[e ........ .. 

1~·1869 ...... do ....................... Lydia A. Kllham ....... . 
411869 •••••• do ....................... '.l.'bomRR A. Kirwan •••••. 6Jl ...... do ....................... John W. Marlatt ••••• , •. 
@

1
1 ...... tlo ....................... John C. Storm ......... .. 

t011B6ll ...... do ....................... Thomas A. Kirwan...... , .• 
Ui1869 ...... do ....................... John Gilbert ........... . 
1a

1
1 ...... 110 ....................... Harr!Mn Robineon •••••• 

19
1
1869 ...... 1\0 ............................. do ................ . 

8
1
1869 ....... tlo .......... ,. ............ Daniel Ames ........... . 

~:1: ::::::~~::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::~~ ::::: :::::: :: :::: 
3~1 1869 •••••• do ............................. do ................ . 
41 •••• ,.do ............. ~ ............... do ••••••••••••••••• 

1 •••••• do ........................ Wilbur A. Winter& •••••• 
61 •••••• do .. ••••••••••••• •••••••• ThomaaJeft'tll'llOD ...... .. 

151 •••••• do ....................... Daniel .Ames ........... . 
16 1 •••••• do....................... Gooi;r;e Koonce •••••••••• 
111869 ...... do ........... -. ........... D~el Ames .......... ~. 
181 ••••• ;do ............................ do ................ . 

llO I •••••. do ••• · .................... Wilbur A. 'Vlnten ..... . 
!Pit ...... do ........... , ••••••••••• Goorge Koonce .••••••••• 

11869 North of Rldgeatreet ......... Daniel Amoa ........... . 
R ll I .... ,.do ....................... Nlcbobu Mannion ...... . 
R 31 ...... do ........ ., ................... do ................ . 
R 4·1 .,. ••• do .......... ., ................. 110 ................ . 
]l 5 lDllll ...... 1lo ... , •• ; ................ John L. 'Valah ........ .. 

..,.._ __ ..:,_ ---- I 

'!~ ()() .<.~-~1~.~-~:~~~-2!. ::::::::::::::1:::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::: ::::: :::::::::': ::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::\:::::::::: 
160 oo ...... .............. I>ee. 6, 181.111 ~4 00 Il•"•" ti, 1"69 ~4 Ill~ .......................................... i·········· 
165 ...... •••••••••••••. Dre. 6, 1611\1 !i5 OU lit"'" Ii, llJ\J'!I l~l 011

1 

.......................................... '. ....... .. 
40 00 ............. ., ••••. lk'c. 6, li'ti9 51 OU II~~. ti, lt'b1l !II 110 .......................................... ! .••.•••••• 
38 .••••• , ....... , • • .. • l>oo. 6, lt-0!1 50'J 001 Dt-l". 6, ltlti!I 500 Ulll, ... , . .. . . . . . . . • • . ... ., . • .. . .. ., ........ , I, • ., •••••• 

~ ~ 1 ;~·~;~~-~:;~;~; .~: .. ~:~~~' . ..... ~ .~:1.~)~~c: .. ~::~~ ...... ~.~ :::::: :::::::: :::::::::::: :: ::::::::::::::\:::::::::: 
es 00 . • • • • .. • • • • • • • • .. • • • • •• • • • • • • • . • . . • • • • • .. • • . .. • • • • • • • • . • .. . •• • • • • • • . . • .. • • • • • • • • .. • • • • .. • • • • • • • • 1-"t•h, hi, 1"70 Pa!.kaah. 
30 oo . • • .. • . • • • • • • • . •• • .. Dec. 6, 1869 15 001 Doo. 6, 1!!611 15 00 ......................................... · j · ........ . 
~ ~ } •••••••••••• .••••. Doo.. 6, li!Gll 42 50 Dee. 6, li!69 ~:2 50 ............................ ·•••••••••••• : ......... . 
30 00 (See block H, lct 2) 

l!,
lOS ()( .................... '.Di;.;."6;i8CJ9 .... iiiS"' ·~"ti;i86iJ' "'"ifi3"" :::::::::::::: ::::?::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::: 
600 ()() .................... ••• •••• •• •• ••• • ..... . 

~:~ ~ :::::::::::::::::::: R:: ~:= "d~~ ~ 'E:: ~:= ··::i~=·~ :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::: 
fl. 275 oo ...... .••.. ••..• .•• Doo. 6, 1869 1, 137 lleo. 6, 1"69 1, 131 50 Dec. Cl, lc71 J>t.o. 11, h.l'il Jan. w, 1il7fl .••••••••• 
;i, 375 ()() .. • • • • • • • • . • • • • • • • • • Doo. 6, 1869 t, lil7 50 Dec. 6, 1869 l, lil7 •••••• : ............ ; ............................... . 
1, 000 00 .••••• ·••• ·· ....... · ~· 6, 1869 000 oo Dec. 6, l!llill 500 oo Due. ti, im Dee . .,,. 1871 Jan. 10, 187!1 •••••••••• 

950 (See block H, lot 2) ...., 
80 00 .•••• .-............... :neo::::.:::6,::1~~: ::::~;~::: :~:.: ... :_:::6,::

1
:.: ::::~~~::: :::::: :::::::: :::::::::::::: ·j;,;;:· i:S:iimi i~i.i~ 

139 ........ ............ """' ...... """" """' ~ .... 
Z:~ 0000 .................... ·neo······;.··1·869··· ····200······ ·n.:·_ .......... ·••••· ••·· :::::::::;:::: :::::::::::::: 'i·~·.;,·iS:iiml i>.;iJ;~ 
~ .............. .... :. ... .,,.., 6, 1809 llftO 

10s oo . .............. ..... noo: 6, 1869 52 noo: a. 18611 li'J 50 • ••• • • ····' .. • •• .. • • .. • • • • .. •••• •• • • ._. .......... •••• 
90 00 .. • • •• • .. • • • • · .. • •• · Dea. 6, li!69 100 D ... e. " lll69 100 ••• • •• ............................................. . 
2l 00 (S<>eSheln. oant S.oabnorl!1t.o) f ..... : • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ..., · • • • • • •• • • • • • • • • • • • • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • •• • - • • • • ul .., .............................. · · ·· .......... ·· ··•·•· · ................... " ......... ·••··••· ••··•••• •• 
31 00 ................... . 5:J 00 (See 'block I.Jot ~l ,,,._, ................................................. :··•••••· ··:·•., ..................... ••·•·••••• 
70 00 &.ra.11.A..YCJJrutiel •••••·••••·•· ··:····,•• ................................................................................................... ·········• 
30 00 .................... ·n;;;."e:;i869' ..... ir·· n;,;;.·;a:isiiii ···--is ............................... April· ... 1.r.o r,wma1i. 
61 00 .................... Dec. ;11,18611 "30 Dec. .. 11,li!OO 30 ::::::::;::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: ::_:::::::: 

86 00 (See block F, l~t 1) ,v · < ._ ·;. ' ,-
•·:····~~:'·"'···.~;. !yo1~-~~~ ....... ··~ ~-:··:: ......... fl•~- ..... ........ ···;·: ~" • ........................................................ 

l!l7 00 . •••••• : ...... •••••• Dec.' 6, 18611 63 ne;;, "6, 1161 63 .. ' . ' . . • 

Iii 5 ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ ~ J i5 ;,. , : ~Dec.~:· ~ :ll; :10
1 ~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ :~~·~~~~~r~~~~~ ~~~~~~~~~~~~~: ~~~~~~~~~~ 

10 00 . ••• • • • • •• • .. • • •• •• • -Dee. Cl, 1869 '' ~. 10 ... .,... ..................................... . 
9 ()() ..................... ~···~··-.······ .......... •••••••••••••• •••••••••• .............. •••••••••••••• Jau. 13, 181'0 Pakleaala. 

43 ()() .................... ~ ·~··e;i869. '"""ii"50 ~··e;i869 ........... ··•·••········ ···•·····•·••· Jau. l;J, llliO l>aldcaeh. 
40 00 .................... , Dec. II, 1869 llO Dec. 6, 1869 . ~ ••••••••• , .................. •••••••••••••• •••• , ••••• 

~:::: 'jimi~li:c:&.mi·~ B::·:,u:: .'.::: fl:: 6,~= ~,~~·:: :;-;w::;r,:imi :;-n:·iil;im '1"ii."7:i~ ;s;.·z;:; 
30 00 · ••••• • • • • • .. • •• .... t· Dee. er 11, 1869 · ·15 Dec. ~ 1869 .• ,. •••• •• ••••••• • ... •••• • •••••• .... •• •• , ..... •••••••••• 

1
46 00 '""."'""-'~'-'·'~~~-:· Dee.-'"" 18119 -/'' 93 Dec. ~ 18611 : ,.ll315 .~ .................................................. . 
10 00 .................... , •. -···~ ...... -..."':- ~,,.\,•{ .... .. ................................ •••••••••••••• •••••••••• 
:: oo y ....... :.··-~ .. ·····. ·n;;;:·~e:.-iaiiil· ·.':!1'.0"' ·nec.··s;i869' ··~··40· .. ·1·>"··1· .. ·· ••••••...•. " ......................... . 
32 ()() s .................. 'Dec. .. G, 1869 . ·"" 31 Dec. 6, 18611 .• ', 31 ~~·-·· ....................... •••••••••••••• •••••••••• 
1A ~) ~, · ·1,,. .. ~ i: ~.: . .. . .. ...... ::;~~:·~:· ·:··~:····"··· ·············· ·········· 
~ 00 (See block 1"1 lotl) , -. : 1 '. .:<-, . : , , • · • • : ; • :u ; • , " • • . • 

13 00 ' ...... (T .... ,, .. ,. ...... , •.!"•······· .. , ... ti••••···· .......... , .... __ •• , •• ,. ... ,... ' 
1000 -"'·~··~/:. :lif';,. {\'",·"' \_ :·,,.,·~···~·············'1····- .. ······~·<11.•••··· 
1aoo .................... , . ....__···,ti....;: ,,"3~-.:n J -'>" '. ,."« ·· . ' · .. , • 
:soo ...................... :~' .. °""' ~.;:~· .t.Je0.:·:1,~888 •·"' 5100 .... '\ ••• ..,.: ... , •• :.:~,;."' .. : ......................... ' •••••••• 

16 00 (See block F, lot l). ••••·•··~···' ••••••••·· ................. ~ •••••••• ~~ •. #>.... Jan. 13, 1810 l'laldc:ub 
. a oo .......................... · .. \ ,."'.!' ..... ,. ........... ;.. ........... ~ • ...,·~··· ............ :,, .... ·r ...... : ::::·:::::::::: .......................... : 

~ gg } (Seo blooltF, lotl) ~~~·~ .......... •••••• .... •••:··., ... ,. ............. , •• ,. r. ...... .............. hb. lG, 18'10 Pai410&8h. 
3 00 ..................... f ~:··~···,~:~~··· ......... ,.~·~· ····~t--l'•·-···· ... ~.,. ..•. ·-··'······~· ....... ~ .................................. . 
6 00 (!leeblookQ,loi5) !:••;:..,. •• ::~.~ ... : ••••• '.., .••• ;,;....... .......... ••••• ••••••• Fv'b. 1" 1870 Paldeeab 

48 00 (Seo block "I, lot 1) f .41t:••~., •• ,.;,; • •••••••• · ••• ~ .................... ,, ••• · • ""*j?!"*•••••• .., • 119001 'i ..... ,,.t.'•••••1>••••IJ•"t•••ia ................... '' ~~ ................... ..., ..... _._ ..................................... . 
5100 tSee\llookI,lot5) ,,-._._·.· .. • , ' .. ,.! ............ : ......................................... , .. . 
60 00 ·::it~~-~~~::,:;2. •11••·~~ • ._. ·····••.ot••···· ' 51 00 ~ 'bloek A, lot G) _ • •· • -~. "' · "•••••••• ••• , •• '" .................... •••••••••••••• ........ .. 

••lfl;~~-..!~--,. ·••••••••• .......................... : ............................. :~ ..... .... : ............ : •••••••••• 



{ 

\ 

SALE OF GO\.ERXlilEh'T PROPERTY AT HARPJ::R'8 }'EURY. S.A.tE OF GOVERXllE~T PROPERTY AT HA.IlPER'S FERtY. 7 . 

":"'"--;iJ--1"' ........................................ __,. ................................... __,...:.... .......... __,. ......................... ~ .._____.~--------------------------------------------~·------~ I 1
___ _ Xotea aecured by bond for-

~ 

! 
R 
R. 
It 
8 
14 
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ti 

8 
T 
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T 
T 
u 
lT 
U' 
u ,. 
v 
v 

'" v 
v 

v 
\V 
w 
'X 
z z 
j 

9 
I 
II 

i 
i 
II 
.u.. 
AA. 
AA. 
A.A 
A.A 

BB 

ID: 
BB 
BB 
BB 

BB 
nn 
J\B 

. cc 
cc 
l.'C 

cc 
JJD 
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Xnrtb of Ridll"' ..tn...t •••.•••• Nldt<>lu llannioo .•.•••. 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .~.:.. ~~~: .-:::::::::: 
•••••• clo ••••••••••••••••••••••• Tn...inan, \\"'. l'otter11 ... ld. 
.•••.• do...................... ll1"id ll. King ••........ 

:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: .~~o~~:::::::::::: 
· ••••. do ••••••••••••••••••••••. Edw\l B. C!uuuben., for 

ll<dl.~ ... 

::::::t::::::::::::::::::::::: ·t4~\~::;:::::::: 
•••••• do •••• :.-. ••••••••••••• :: .1-i>b .A. ll<'Faddt>tl •••. 
.••••• clo •••••••••••••••••• - ••• ~\"'. Yantla ...... 
.••••• do. • • . • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • •• llazy A. Petci"1 .•...•. 

•••• •• llo. •• •• • ••• • •• • • • • ••••••. Rl1f.a ll. Brittain ....... . 
•••••• de ••••••••••••••••••••••. Davl<I 11. King ......... . 
•••••. do •••• ••••••••••••••••••· Hany Kin&············· 

-~~ .. : .. ~:1 ...... ,_ . ......._.__ ...... do..................... .. ...... r ..... " ... ...,.,. ..••. 
.•••.. do ••••••.••••••••.••.•• 

······"°····················· •••••• ;do ••••••••••••••••••••••. P. JI. &ro4e, forhbnadf 
and. otW beira of Ed. 

•••••. do •• :· •••••••••••••••••••• ~!~: ... 
:::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: -~•!.~:::::::::: 
•••••• do. ••••.••••••••••••••••• li'atbanJoh-........ . 
.Eaa& ol PanldJnic etreet.... . . . Lydia A. Kilbam •••.•••• 
·· .. ·.do...................... COl.ond lL E. C.luud1 ••• 
lktwttti Van W' ert ADd Xorth X Blanham Cllir .U-bL • &DCJ' ....... .. 

:::;::~::::::::::::::::::::::: sr=:::::::: 
:~::i:::~::::::::::::::::::: =~~:::::: 
=~and Po- Daniel Anlea •••••••••••. 

•••••• do •••••••.••••••••••••• -•. Poll:r'lleArthnr ••••••••• 
•••••• do .••.••••.••••••• ._ ••••• Patrick Hlg:ind ••••••••. 
•••••• do .••••••••••••••.••• : ••• )(~ A.Ca\'illler •••••••• 
•••••• do .••.••••••••.••.••••••. Edward Teaniey •••••••. 

:m:i~rn~rnrnrn+~:: ~~~:::: 
On W a8blngton and lUJ&e Illa. Patrick O'Belrn., •••.•••. 

•••••• do ••••••••••••••••.•••••• John L Wa:t.h .••••••••. 
•••••• do •••••••• ; •••••••••••••• Cbarlrti E. 11<_.ll,,.. •••••••. 
•••••• do ••••••.••.•••.••••••••. John 1''1Upatrlok •••••••. 
•••••• do •••••••••.••••••••••••. Thomaa A.. Klnran •••••• 
.••••• do .•••••••••••••••••••••. Valind" Stipes .•.•••.••. 
.••... do ••••••..•.••••••.••••.. Patrick O'.Beinie ..•.•.•. 

•••••• do .••••••••••••.•.•• -... Thomu A.. Kirwau •••••. 

::::::~::::::::: :: ::::::~ :::::: ::::: :~~ : : : : : : : ::: : : :: : : : 
On Wuhington and Clay •t• .. Dadd M. King ..•..••••. 
•••••• clo ••••••••••••••••••••••. Thomu H. Trail .••..•.. 
•••••• do ••••••••.•••••••••••••• Edmoud H. Cbamben .•• 

lh-<·llnN\ h\· }Mir· 
.\n1ounl. <'ba ... ·r 10,.r tal<•·n One year.. Two yeal'll. Date of 1leetl. Remarks. 

by-

Date. .Amount. Date • .Amount. Flnt nott', Seeoml uote. 

tiltl <See b1""k I. lot SI ; ............. •••••••••· ·••••• •••••••• ·•········ •••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• •••••••••••••· ......... . ltl t : . . 
Ill oo S/Sttbloek}',lotl) ..... ., .................. ·••••••••••••• •••••••••• •••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• •••••••••• 
11 .................... · ...................................... •••••• ·••• ............................ Jan. 13, 1870 Pal1\cuh. 
16 00 (See lot 4) •••••••• : 1•• ................................................................................................. . 

~ t tSee block F, lot\) : ...... · · · · · · • · · .. • • • • · · · · · · • · • .. • .. • • · • • • • • .. • • · ., • • • • • • • • · • • · • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • .. " • • • • • • • • • • • ·., • • • • • s I , • 

21 t (S<'I' bllll'k H lot '7, > ............... ''" .. ·" .. : ............... " ...... • .... ' ................ • .... ' .. • ............. '.' .. . 
18 00 s Camp ·Hilt) i . . - ' , . 
43 ........................ , .................................................... Jan. 13, 18"IO Id tllllb. , . 
tiS00·~~·3,'i.Ortb:;.f' : ......................... l(!' ... 1"'""""""'"'"'''."""""···• .. ••••••• .. ••• .. ll11y lil,ll!'IO Pa.ldCIUlh. ," 

lihenandoah at.) • i · 
4S .................... : ~- 6, t!'G!I f>?Q !'iO n.it. 6, 1869 f'lbl ;..;.1···:··· ............................................ . 
'6l:l ro . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . :pee. 6, 1i;t;S 34 00~ I)«.. .. t• 34 w:I..... . . . . . . . .. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ........ . 
ti (8t-P kltl ltOl1ihof' .......................................................................... , ........................................................ . 

Sbt'nandoab 8\,) 1 · '"• ' . 
111 ..................... De<.. '6,1869 ·6 ~.6.18611 . ea.,., ............................................... ~.: .. 
34 f8ee lot 4) ..... •.• : ..... j'- ~-.. .. ,. ............................. , .. ,. ........ , ............ f ., .................................................... ' ••• i, 

U .................. ~. I De.-. 6, ll'OO lN 00 Dec. 6, 11!6t ti oo .......................................... ·····: .. ··, :· . 
I .. ;.' 

8S ~bl0ekQ,lot~ :~ .. ·.·~--······ ........................ ·••••••••· •••••••••••••••• , .................................... · . I . • .. 
t ~ • • 

18 (See blodtC, lot ll) !~··••»•••••• • .......... ••;••.,•••"• ·••••·•••• •••• •••••••••· ............ •• · •••••• .... ••• .......... · 
I . i ·• 

. 38 Ann Jttk-•••••• ! Dee. 6, 1869 ill Dec. 6, 1869 ill oor~·· ............................................... . 
~ } •••..••..•..•••.•• ; Doo. c. 18611 :i Dec. e.1t169 :1 jl>ec. 1:s, 1m :o...-. u. 1eT1 Jan. 10, 1m •••••••••• 

ld .. • • • • . . . . • . • • • . • • • • : Doo. 6, 1869 8 00 Dec. 6, 1869 8 00 .. • • .. • . • . • . • . . . • • • • .. • . • • • . • • • • • • • • • • • • • . .. •••••••• 
10 eo (SJoe block o, lot H) ................................................ Jan. !IT, 1m Jan. fl7, 1m Feb. 'I', lm •••••••••• 

J 00 
:::::::::::::::::::: 1:::::::::::::: ::::::: ::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::: ::::::: ::::::: : ::::::::::::: i:: :~mg ald::t: 

. 8 ..••••••••.•••••.••• ( Dee. 6, 18119 'H Dec. 6, 1868 74 00] .................................... : •••••••• : •••••• ' 

: ~'i:'~~- t::::::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::~ :::.:::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::: 
reservation.) l , · 

1i :~:~~:~.:~~~:: !:~:::::~:::::: :~:::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::: ::_::::::~::::: ::::iE:::::: ~:-~~~:. ··dd:-: 
· 1,ti:I (See block F,loe 1) !" ... ,., •.••..•. ,. ••..... ·············· ........ ., ············:· .............. ···········:·· ·········• 

1, 750 • • • ... • •• • • • • ••• • • • • I Dec. 6, 1869 87:1 :0..-..-. 6, 1869 87S 1 • ••.•••.•••.•..•..•.••••••••.•..•••••••••..•••.••••• 
lt:2S • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • · Dec. 6, 1869 1 UI I>ec. 6. 1869 11 ii 50 • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ••••••••• 
~ .................... I Dec. 6, 1869 110 Dec. 6, 1869 HO .................................................... . 
310 (8'e lot 3, nurtb of i • • • • • • • • · •• • • · • •• • · • • • • · · • · · • • • · · · • ·• · · · · • • • • • • · · • · • • • • · • • • ·'' • • • • • ·:' ..... · · .. • • • • • • • • • .... • • · • • • • · 
.1(1(1 •• -~~~~ ~'.. i Dec. 6, 1869 !IG2 Dec. 6, 1869 !IG2 50 • ;,;; ................ ., •••••••••••••••••••••••••••• : • 

~ :::::::::::::::::::: 1:::::::::::::: :::~:::::: ::::::::::::::. ::::::: ::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: "j~i.:"i3; i87i( P&i.i~: 
470 •••••••••••••••••••• '·············· •••••••••• ....................................... •••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• •••••••••• 

~ ·(S.;.;·i;,t·~:w&F· 1 :::::::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::: 

100 1s!:'b~kT.fott) •.• : ............................................................................................... . 

~ 00 :1:JEillS I :5::~'.F:: ::::~::: Z::::n~ :::~:: :::++ +::::+ :;;:;~;;: i?.~;: 
"'9ervation.) : , 

l!iO 00 .................... 1 •••••••••••••• •••••.••••• .............. ••••••.•••• •••••••••••••• •••••••••••••• ....................... . 
!HO •••••••••••••••••••• 1 ·····--······· •••••••••••••••••••••••• ···:······ ··:··········· ..................................... . 

~ ~;$f ~~Fi.· i ~:::~:::: ! . :~: ::.: :_. ·: :,::·: ::!· :_:: •: •:·::_: ·:: :::::·:·: :•: ·: . :: :·::::· :· •: · ·: ·~~::: ·. · ::::::: !: 
HO 00 •••..•.• - . • • • Dt'e . ..Ji.1~ ,o ooj Dec. 6, 11369 I •0 00 ............................ ,. .••.•.••••.•....••••.•• 

.<, 



&ALE OF GO\"ER:SllEXT PROPERTY AT lL\RPER'S FEl'ffi'Y. SALE O.P GOYERX:'!IENT PROPERTY AT lURPEU's n:nRY. 

.fbalra<-1-of Bait of l°•iled Sl"le~ prnpei·ty al U11d 1uar Harper' a .F<rry, Jr. Va., 801d at 1i11blic"11ction, at the lo1r11 of Ilarper'11 Ferry,"'·e.-l'o11ti11nt~l. 

I I Xol•• 11ecured by bond for- ·------1, ______ ! __ _ 
! 

1 

:!... When pak\, I 1 
I " D<><"lin•d b,· pnr· 

I
: I S l.ontlon anti l't'nw1k•. X1tU1•• of 1'lll'd1lUl<·r~. Amount. dia .... ·r alllf taken One year. Two years. i !Jnte of 1h·c11.. ltl'laarkf. 

_j_· -~ i I , ,,._ . ' """· I '"'~"· I """· I Am~••· I '''~"'"· I ""''' '°"· I ; ·--- . 
DD -.i

1

1iJI:.& B<>twl't"n}'lll111oreauilCU.ysta. Ed111011dll,Chamh<·N... e-riooo (!'\eeb\()("kJI,lot7, ; .....•........ ·•···•···· .............. 11 ......... .11 ......... ~ .................. , .............. , ......... . nn 3:166!> ..•... du ....................... Doraey II. Irwin........ 120 ~ c~;:~~!~~~)f i ...................................... 

1 

...................................... i .............. 

1 

........ .. 

r:u u~. ::::J~::::::::::::::::::::::: .;::t::t:::::::::::: ~ ~:::::::::::::::::::: ::::::::::::::: :::::::::r::::::::::::\:::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::r:::::::::::: :::::::::: 
L•L• 

11 ., ...... 1 11 Cl!... I '"Ia d uJO l , Dt"c 6 1o69 I it60 oo ne.: .. a, 1BG9 t100 oo ....•....................... , ....................... . 
Er: Er·. """ ............. n • u an< '. y •h.. . • • . • . 0 ........... - .. • • . 130 00 s ................ -. ' . ' I 

2.11!69 •••••• do ............. •••••••••• John IM w·ai.h •••.• ·•·•· 140 00'1 (See blot·k.A, lot 6) ...................................... ····· ........................................................ . 

?f ~~:: :~~~~~~:::::::::::::::::::: ~~f~lfi~iL~::::::1 ~-y: ~1 :i: __ ·:_.:_·_.-_.-_.: __ ·:_.:_:_: __ ·.:_:.:_:_ ; :~~-::~:.:1~ :::::~:~l:;~.::~~~:~~:l:::::~jl:::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: :::::::::: · ~f, ~:. :::::::::::::::::::::::::::::::: ::::::j~ ::::::::::::::::: ''IO 00 5 ' J 

FF ~I~ ...... do ....................... John l''. Coulalum .•••..• -:;o ool .................... 1 Dec. 6, 1869 25 00

1 

Dec. 6, 1e69 · 25 00 .................................... '. .. ···1···--····· 
~:~ , 1"6 ...... j"·.... . . . . . . . . . . . . . . ... A brahaw Clemru .. r.. . . . . ~ :::. } (~• ~'.)~~~)~}lots :

1

•••••••••••••• • • • • • .. • .. • • • • • • • • • • • • .. • •••••••• , ................. • • ... • • • • • • .. • • • • .... • • • • .. • .. • • • • • .... !I~~ ::::::rl~::::::::::::1:::::::::: ·j:ii:1{.,jj.;~::::::::::::: D 6 1"69 20 00 lk 6 1800 00 00 
uo ~ ...... .i.. ...................... Rc~~~l~:'Cb.~t'.r t: :::1:::::::::::::::::::: 

1 
... ':": .•. : .................. :c: ... : ............. ].:::::::::::::: :::::::::::::: 'j.iii: .. 1:i:·1d70 P~i.i~-Mh'. 

HG 2il8fi(l1······"0 ....................... Ellen Klug.............. 140 001 (Re<> bloek 2. lot !I.) 1 ................................................. , . ., ......... ····•·•·•••••• •••••·••··•••• •••••···•• 
OG jlllW!, ..... ,.do ....................... AbrabawClemruer...... ~ ouj <t~~!':.~4~Jo', lo j······ ........ ·····:···· .............................. , ................................... ··:······· 
GG 41ltl69 ...... tlo ....................... John Fitzpatdck........ 1!30 00 ~ ( s.... bl k Bll, · 
uu !i'l~ ...... tlo ............................ ..to .•..••• ·••·••••·· 125 oo~ S '1.,u) oc • ............................................... ·•· .. ···:···-- ..................................... . 
IB! R'tllll!l, ...... tlo ........... : ........... WWiam:Sutta........... 90 ~ ........ : ........... : Dec. 6, 1869 45 00 llt>e. 6, 1il69 4.'I ~":' ................................... •••••••••• 
""' 1~ ...... do ....................... E<hnlrdPolla............ 60 00 ................... j Dec. 6, 1869 30 00 Uoo •. 6, lt'U'll 30 j .................................. •••••••• ..... ., .. . 
GG ll~i······tlo ....................... Kary I. Earn1haw .• :.. •. "° oo' Dec. 6 1~ 20 00 Doc. 6, 1"69 !lO 00 .• ,. .............................. ·• ...... ·•· ...... . 
HH !Jl~J······do ....................... Heney G. Ronou. ...... 200 001:::::::::::::::::::: I Dec. 0: 1869 100 00 Doo. 6, ltlfi9 100 -~······· .. ·•• ......................... ··1 · ••••••••• 
BH :il::i······tlo ••••••••••••••••••••••. Jamel L.Shewbrldge.... !llJ5 oo;............ ........ • ........................................................................... Jan. 13, 11!70 J.>altlcaab •• 

~lIH ~1~ ...... ~o ....................... Danl.,dlAmea ...... , ••••. 11608.'>~i(SeelilockF,lotl) ••••••••••••·.·•••••••• .. ················•••••····"·'.• .................................... :. ......... . ~ ...... o........ ......... .... .. ...... 0. ... •• •• ••• ••• • • ;;;;15 
RH 11:!611 ...... clo ••••••••••••••••••••••• Pompeylla-y. .••••••• tOl ~, .................... :.Dec. 6, 1869 52 50

1 

D<>c. 6, 1869 5'l, ................................................... . 
HH ...... 1lo..... •• • • . . • • • •• •• • .. • . Anthony Bwi.ey ....... : so !JOI I Dec. 6, 1869 40 00 IJcc, 6, 1869 40 ....................... • • • .. • • • .. • • • • • • .. · • • • • • ••• •• mi 1 

::::::t::====:===::::::::::::: ::::::~::::::::::·.-.::::: 1~ oo'r :::::::::::::::.:: I Dec. 6, 1869 . 100 00 Dec. 6. 1869 100 .~ ............ ··: ........... ·······: ................... ; . 
II ...... do ••. ~ •• - ............... Xan·D. Young.......... 1, 200 Dec 6 1869 600 Dec. 6, 1869 600 00 Oct. 4, 1870 Nar. !ll', 18"11 Dee. 5, 1871 Pai.i"'"' · 
II ...... do ....................... Va.'LodgeNo.1,LO.O.Jo". 130 00:::::::::::::::::::: .... ." ... '. .................................................................. Jim. 13,1870 • caah. 
JJ ...... do ....................... Williani Exner.......... 11~ Dec. 11 1869 57 50 Dec. 6, 1869 57 50 ................... • ........ · · • ·••• • • • • • · • •• • • ••• •· • · 
~~ •••••• do.: ...................... Thomae A. Kirwan...... ~~ fio~·i:·~~:: I Dec. 6: 1869 u:s 00 Dec. 6, 1869 135 ................................... .-............... . 

_ ~~ ~ •• ~.~~ •• ~ •• :do~o_.:_:~ •• : •• : •• ::_=~.~-~-~.:.·.:.~.~-~:_:= . .= .. :.:_::_·:.·:.·:. :._=~= .. =.>_ .. ·:.dd;o~.~ •• :: •• ·:_:~.~.·.:.~.~-~-~:.::_::_:·.::::: ~ }John T. n-i. •••. ! Dec. 6,1869 :wa 50 noo; 6,1869 343 .............. •••••••••••••• ····•········· .......... . 
·. '!~ ~::: f J":::i.""· Hop- I; Dec. II, 1869 237 Dec. II, 1869 I . ll31 •• ~.: ........................ ....... :

1 
...... ······~··· ... . 

,.., •••••• do ....................... Francia Gannon......... !.,~ 00
00 

l(See \!lock I, lotll) ....................................... , •••• ~···•· ...................... ~······ .... -

1 
... ............. ,i·.c:; JJ ...... do ............ ;.......... Tbooaaa A. Klrwau...... ,..,., 

fi ::::::~:::::::::::::::::~::::: ::::~:~:~~7:~~~~::::::: ~., J~~~~m~· .. :........... ......... .: ....... ·T····--· ... L .. , .................. ···· r·· ··:::~::·· · 
JJ •••• ,.do .•••• , ................. ¥arYD. Cochrane....... 200 00 ...... , ••• ., •• ,..... • ...................................... 

1 

............ , ........... ·~············ ""!' · •••••• ......... . 
IK ••••• ,do ••••• ,, •••••.•••••• , ... TbOOoaa H._Trall •• ,.~·· 90 00 .......... , •• ,. .... Dec. tl, 186P .45 Dec. 6, 1869 4J ~·········•· ................. '."' .. ••••••• ......... . 
ICC ...... do ....................... MiebaelTeilmey........ 12SOO !SeebloekAA iot6) ........................ ·····•········ ........... ., ............... ., .... ~···· .................... .. 
KK •••••• do ................. ,..... ~A. l'.irii'ao...... 230 '~ B, no.hick.. Dec. 6, 186!1 115 oo Dec. 6, 1869 115 .. • • • ...... • ... •• • • • • • .. • .... • t· • · · • •• • · · ·· · •• • • • • • 
KK •••••• do •••• '°; ...................... do •• ,., ......... ,.. 2-ISOOSally,J.D.Grubb •• Dec. 6,1869 l!l250Dec. 6,1869 lil::250 .................................................. .. . . !:5 ....... do.:-····~··1"~ ... ,. •• 11•••,,.f' ........ do.................... 2tlO 00 ......... , • ., ....... ,.. • .................................................................................... ,,, ....................... . 
....,., ...... do ••••••••• ;,,.~.,,., ..... Jamee Weaver.......... !lJO oc ............. ~....... Dec. 11,1869 12"1 oo Dec. 6,18611 1~ ......................... , ......................... . 
XX: ., •••• do ••••••••• ;., •. •,••••••••• ~e L. '\Veaver....... 309 OC · Dee 11 1869 lSO 00 Dec. jl, 1869 150 00 ............................ , ••••• • •••• .. . H ... .,.d•1

•••••••••;, • .,.,., ••• ;. JnlJ.A .A. lleale........... 90 OC .................... nee: a; 1869 45 00 I>tc. 6, 1869 45 00 ......................................... . 
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CHAIN OF TITLE FOR WAGER LOT NO. 

1. April 25, 1751 to October 15, 1782: Robert Harper,. 

?., October 15, 1782 to October 101 1835:, John Wager, Sr. and Jr., 

and the fi..eirs of John Wager, Jr. (1813-1835) o 

3 o October 10, 1835 to 



B .. Ch".ltn of ____ M ___ _,,,_.....,, 

the future 

at U •Lot " 
!forth of 

and lso the of 

of 

. . 
u 

s 

acquired by Robert Ez:q)er, a mill···,;right fron PeLnsylv:::nia, on April 
l 

25, 1751,. tn a deed for 125 acres, from Lord Thor"Ias f,;j rfax. 

Robert Harper died at vrpers Ferry in October, 1782, :-,nd beqt:.e:~thed this 

1?5 acre estate to his niece, Sarah Harper, the <;1?.ughter ·of his brother 
2 

Joseph Harper a.rid the wife of John Wager, Senior, of Philadelphia.,. 

On Jur1e 15, 1796, with the exception of six acres retained in the 11 Six 

Acre Reservation11 and an additiontl three-quarters of an acre situated in 

the 11 ferry Lot 11
1 John Wager, Sr .. sold the balance of the estate, Dbout 

118~ acres to the United States GoverrL~ent for ~ 7,016.66 to be used for 

the purpose of establishtng a National Armory at Harpers Ferry to manu£'act'\..L:'e 
3 

anns. 

·1 .A ·1 25 1751 Northern Neck Grants, 1. Fairfax ueed to Robert rarper, pri ' ' 
Book 6, p.L96, for 125 acres, in Virginia State LibrarJ, RichrDnd, Va. 

· C t v dat-"d 26 Septe;.iber, 
2 Last 1.-lill of Ro be rt Harper of Berkeley oun Y,. a"'~ ~ . . . . -
· • - 1 'lil · t y P-eservation Divisi::m,. 1782.. Office of the Judge Advocate Genera , 1· l ar , . • ~ ~ . 

heservation File, V•est Virginia, Box hl, Ha..7ers Ferry(ms)"' 1-tctional .i-. ... ch~\ieS 
P.ecord Group 1530 Deed proba_:_'._t~d__in Ber.r<elP-y County, Ve.,, Clct .. 15,1782. 

J., Copy of ilo.rran~y lJeed, John Wager, Sr., et ux, Be:::'keley County, Va., to the 

United Steites, Ju..ne 19,1796 .. l~atio~.al Archives, P..,G., l?l, Public Service 

E11ildi..11g, H2'pers Ferry 12.m.1.'.lated H.:o.terial (l'S). 



of "ngressional c::.nc. court action to extrsi.ct theH:::.e1ves. During 
f/cve lo1'1rtc-- r the 

t ,..._ ... ,_._. • d'' t•i f't fU ffiOS 0~ L_rllS perlOQ L•he €C0Il0ffilC an J..IlQUS vrla,
1 
O~ I\ ·OV'Yl 0 aC'.rperS 

F e?'!'Y v«'.s c..lmost completely suspendedc 

h. A Naturnl Disai.ster, the Ylood of 1870: 

On .L'riday September 30, and Saturday, October 1, 1870 the 

createst flood in the history of Harpers Ferry struck the tov."Il, vrhen 

the: 2·hene>i!do2.h P.iver went on a rawpage. n U,ery house on the 

soutt side of tte [Shen2r..doah] street from the marl::et house [Lot L, 
Dlod~ B, Shena::lc'Joah Street, upstream or vest] to the I::oland of 

\ irsinius ·pcis e:futher entirely destroyed or 12eclly injuredo 11 

~o'"'1e L? lives, i::1cluding 20 at Shenandoah City, ·v-rere lost in this 
p, 

disaster. 

lla."ly of the p<?ople yho :riu:rch2.sed U .So lots along :Shenanc.oah Street 
in 1869 >'ere heavy losers o 'lhe fine brick stable, dmiliar in design 
to the John brown fire engine house, standing on Lot 2: Block F, 

S henandoa h Street, and on vhich John Go Wilson had bid a; ~,-Boe, wa:s 
c'Jrr.;letely destroyedo ':.'he bric!r .. A.t::nory D:relling lfoiise r:o o 4,. standing on 

Lot Lo. 1, Blocl:: F, Shenandoah St:::'srt,_ for uhich Dami.el amts !'.ad 
h;,.:i "'· 1 6co •-'a"' "b"'r<1v a',,,,.,.,::iand l!;rso Harriet li., ~!eer hC?:d pD.rchased ---"--'- 't' ....... , -;; ,. y,. ,._, u.__~v c;;;,.,L•,1........, 0 c ~• 

Ye.cant lot Ho., 1,. Block G,. Sher:andoah Street, for $ 150000 and just 

finished srectedt; a new frai;ne livery stable.t 40 by ?O feet in size, 
~-.ti t ·~ ·~\{'" ...-'t'R.VC'f'VR,,(l 'SNC/J "f' ~wa_. g. 

at a cost of ~ 250.00j · iJ'ames c. l1cGraw, who had purchu.sed Armory 

I>t:elling No o No 2, on Lot 3, Block B, Shenandoah Street, reported 9 
th?t the flood 1·Taters cracked the brick walls and r2 .. ised the floors. 

On IJovembe:~ 1,1870, 25 of the purchasers of U .s. lotS __ ,;who 

lived in the 101-1er town wrote to the.Secretary of \far appealing for 

2, suspension of the first p2yr1eat on their notes, which were due on 

December 6,1870,' u.rttil . Congress could take Bction on this problemo 

'l'he citizens 2.dvanced tvro reasons for this · _ _f::-_request, 

vrriti11g Yith ree2rds to the flood: 11We are overwhelmed by the most 

terrible c.~·_}amity 1/hich could at any ti11e be the faJe of any 

8. Josenh Darrv .. 11 'Ihe Strange Storr of H2.rner 1s rerrv. l!ith Leb"ends of 
.. - ti ., ,__. Sf :.K tl ( 

the 2i:.r!'oc.rr,ding County, (1903- 7th heprL11t, Shepardsto;rn, \·.' .v ", 197Lc), 
P• 16L o A vivid c:,ccount of the flood :-:ill be found on rP• 1,61-169. 

9. The sad tale of thPse inclividuFil losses are to he fo"'Jlld in l\ation2.l \ 
J.r:::hives t•ecord Group No. 121: Public Builcings Service, Tnt!"'IJ 7fi > 0 
.records concerr1ing t:'-rn :Harpers :rerry AhatP~sent Cases, 1868-1880,, 2 t:r2ys" t;:. 
- 1 t .+h r"'- .J.. .i"' TT :'I,+. 1 1'T ,-.,....., 187., -r\....,4""'-ip1 J.mpc l.n a etver to "'-e ;:;ecre ve>.ry 01 :.ar,na.,ea i..OVo- c:.5, .L_, ,L;c..1.·.iw.~_,_ """-~~ "'\i 

repo:Med ths:t he h:.d put the house on Lot 1,, Dlod: F, Shenandoah ,Street,, J.. '-J 
11 in T1Prfect re"':'air, .s.:c,rl. bef:::ire it had beer1 . occ~ied a nonth1.the~ pro~E:r L·Y ~ 

·1-7af' ct?.n<:c:ed bv the flocd to the extent of~ 2,_?QO, •. ~.corr;felling imm~g.ig-te. 
re:;ai:rs o.: s.bo'J.t ~ l:CO to :':::'event 1_1-f:ter des'tru.ct..ion. "2sns.-r,e Doc .6,p,._u_. , .... ,eric.1 



llcorrr:n.:rcit:r, rn~mely~ by the i'lood. '.lhis aYful disaster is well k:nm:n to the 

~"orld, <:»Jld needs no co:rrnent on our pc.rt tha."1 for to state that our business 
has bePn therefrom pe.ralyzed, our debtors une.ble to r11eet their engagements 
to us, 2nd thl: ~e0::;lP vithou+ money to res"t,ore themselves t0 their former 
r.ondi t2.on; and besides thic, ve vrho are able or have an;ything bef orehe.nd 

are daily solicited or volu.'1teer to relieve the destitute in this extremity 

to the full extent of our several abilities in their urgent wantso 'Ihese 
are our neighbors and friends, and no ex.cuse will answer in this emergenc!l".ulO 

[Their second reason for requesting delay :L'Yl the collection of pc:yments 
is discusr;ed in the sec'C/hf.on that follows lo 

.: .• 1:. 

'"'h .. 
-c.~rr 

the 

Chief of 0rcL'1ance on November L, Fl?O. 

':t' ' .. · ' ~· 

to 3vto Brig Gen. A. Ba Dyer 

Dyer sent the petid>mon to .Secretary 

of llc-r Willi<::.J11 W. Belknap on lJoverrrtiier 7, request:LYJ.g instructions as to 
11 c Yhat 2ction shoulC. be taken.. 'Ihe ..:;ecretary of \;,'2...r did not response 

for se"'.ren J11onths, so thE".t the >: citizens of E2.rpers ·-I<'rry ,_ in effect ,. 

unoffically received the rec;_uested suspension~ of payments. I..ri 2 second 

letter to the Secie~tc-,:r-y cf :·far or. this problem, d2ted J1.4-:e 1, 1871, 
Chief of Orc'irar.ce =•~rer explained 11 i;§.,.,no instro.ctions \·'ere co:rrrrrn;.nicated to 

I v.; 
ne ir. pursua.""lce of of rr; re:;ue2t difir:ovember ,1870, I hc.ve tc:.ken no 
action toi.;a:rd enforcing thr:> payment of the one-yee.r notes due last 

liecerieer, c:ind all of them rern2.in unpaido 
11 It is belie"lred that no seriouft~ill~sult to Goverr.ment by letting 

I\ 
these n0tes lie over c;ntil the tFo-ye2r noteS: become due next December; 2nd 
T repsectfully reconirnend th2t relief to this extent bi=: granted to thesE' 

rn.eno:ria l_is+vs -n 12 r -" - ~:._'. -:Oer consult:L""lg with the Judge Ldvoc2te General, 

the Secretary· of We.r c>pproved on J,_,.r..e 3,1871 the policy of 

suspending the collection, provided that the sureties should f o:rmally 2nd 
13, in Fri ti.. rig as sent to ,such a~reem.ent. 

The Ordnance Ilep2,rtment triu.::: made no forceable effort to collect 

10 o Sen2 te !:E'.e:eut:i:ve DoctlJTtPnt l'Jo. 6,. Seric-~l No. 1580, p. 1.3 o 

11 I'- . ' 1° l" • ;iJC.o,:;?.. c' :>• 

12. Irido: p.J.0. 
l~ I,_., 
_,,1e~"J 16, 17 C> 



l l _ __,,. 

If jJ 
7 t 

t'"''e !'Wtes that cP.::!e rlue on Dece:rnbe::" 6, 187')"' :S~r Dece:r'lber 31, 1872, 

three ye2rs c-.fter the sccle, o::l~r 25 :;:mrchesers ~ad p<:'.id in full, ....:...tJ.i. > vrt 1 
-:1,: 5,686.00 1.inder tlie terms of the 1869 Pc.le, ?nd reeeivf'd the c1e""c1...._s 

to +l'.'e:Lr 33 lots e.:::-id three houses. ( See Chart (f p. ~ .... -~~'.3chedule of 

P2y:rients for 1869 sale, 1869-1885) • Some 98 purchasers with bonds 
"' 178 lots owed the United States Government C'.some ~ ?72 ,107 050 

on t'c1is pr:"'r-erty. It was clear the War Department had a m2.jor problem 

on its hands. 

'Ihe ii::--st hint of the inpending n2n-created pr'.:>bleras, perh£ps, 

c&me :Lr: the same letter of l.ovember 1, 1870 from ;. > ,, 25 l·Iarpers Ferry 

citizens e.ppealing £or a suspension of f orceable collPction of one 

ye2.r notes th2.t came due on December 6, 1870, in part, bees use of the 

flood d2~~.cge to the property in their town. ':.'he petitioners also 

aJ_ledged t:!:-;_at pe:::-h2p2 fr2'Jd or mj_slec.cling i!ifo:::'I'lation had induced therri 

to bt:.d sC'c!: r_:_gh prices at the 1869 saleo They vrote: ll i::e put f2.it1-1 

in Yirel~r-spread rumor and the codtr'o~rting statements of Captain 
rJ..,,...,,...Y...,('I.,•,-, 1=' , f,-4.-,mC' 11 th+ •J,.. t1+"' • + t' d f' th L .lo."-:::0 ... oJ & • .__:;; ___ ; _?L l'v lrT8.E vJ:l.e J_TI,Jf'D 1.0n f'D purposes 0- .e 

~rC'hD-ser [ of the 1··eter p01-'er of the ?otonec 2:::1c. 2hemmdoah Liver, 

v:11ich Adarn.f' r•J.rch:i.sed for $ 206, 000], vrere Pithout delay, to reconstruct 
2.nd erect vc::.luable factories 8ncl buildines on the 12nds heretofor o-vmed 

b:y the Uni +,ed E,tates c.nd used end occu;:ied b~r the Governr11ent 22 ? national 

e.rr-1ory.1! l:elieveing Pthc;.t our purchases under these circumst2s,ces Fould 

be :o.. v~ry griod investment for business pur;ioses in the f11ture, and consec:;_11er,tly 

Ye did bfri cff our res:>ective lots at :'.)rices 12.reely in excesss of thPir 

value t.mder an~r cir,cmnstances th2n those to refered to 0 11 

t:':.he f'f',2nin: cf this is, 11 they continued, t: thEt the undersigned !12Ve 

been grievously disappointed by the parties from -vrh::im it F&s supposed 
better things 1··ould be 8).--pecteo e 

11 liaptain .. (dams and his group of 

np:rivc:te ca:pitalists11 had failed to take any steps to develop the 

FA-ter paver et Ha:r:rers Fi::rry which they now controlledo 14 
i«ith the benefit of hindsight, it is clear th2.t the fatal £'121-T 

i:' the f'tle of 1869 'F2.E due to the provision in the Act of lf'>68 Fhich 

to be sold on terms of easy credit 2nd requj_red 



Act) cesh dm·:n ".)2ynent. Thus Cs.pte.in Francis c. Adams and thA bs.nd of 

S:;'PC'..U2tors t':2-: hP headed, Fe.,..e 2ble Fithout putting one cent dO'trn, 
) 

to co!:.+.:--ol of the chief industrial resources O f P~'Y'rPrc: t:er,...,r '1·3.ri1.el_:-: 
- __ ct_ "'"., ~- " , " J ' """ -
the 

and lands of the 

e. sur.i thet they we"'e une.ble to pay 

ractory, ~pc.per bid of $ 2060000 

and indeed, had no intention of 

ev"'r develoring these industriU propertieEo 

Georce Po fis!-ier, U ..S. District J.tto:c-ney for the District 

of Colonbi2., investiz"ted this t;roup of rrprivcite c2.pit2.lh=:ts 1 ~ and 

repc,..ted to the U cS o Attor11sy in a lPtter dated June lL, 1873, 
... ~,,,_, 

i'.l en f;tatisiieri, 2ft~r consulting with :Hr. ··Phillips. the dep1Jty 

m2.,..shc-.l o:'.:" th::l s Bi.strict , thet the sureties heve not enough !'r0perty in 

this District or elsewhere, to nr.r kncnTledge, to reponse to more than one-

fourth of the cimount. of s2.id purchase-money[ three bonds totalling 

;:,f F r2ncis Cc J...rl2rns totallj_ng $ 209, 705 .,00 for the '.·r2ter power of the 

PotoJ'llar P!",d ::Chen2cnrloc.h :i::j_ver and for Lots 2 and 5, Block L, ShenPnd'>2h Street]; 

Corti!'' in6, Fj_fher "'"'.Oted: '''lhe sureties or. the bonds given for 

$ 3, 705 [ Lot-E ::' ar'cl 5: EloC'l~ 1~ J a.re Clinton Lloyd, the chief clerk of the 

Clerl: of thP ll:Juse 2 riember of the h?r of 

clerk of the Post-Office DepartT718nto .Some two yeP-rs ag?.o }1cG8rtney ctFf2ulted , 

hecc1n., <r-~ ir'rlPtP o"!' th0 11.l.YJ.atic asyhl.t>;-,, cinc1 die.cl about 18 mont.:h:::: 2zo utterly 
ii..,_solvent. He'trb hes property in this r1ist,rict assessed at ~· 9 ,199.~~_, ae;ainst 

'·:1- j_ 0 :r:, I b 0 J_:ieve, there 2re no liens; 2nd Ll~c1- a.s an assess""lent of$ 10_,:l:J~L, 

subject t0 c lien for a ld.rge portion of that 2mo1.1.nt $ say about one-hc.lf. 

':'he S2.l11E" ps.rties a:'.!.rl. y:o others ?.re surtties in the: second bond, for $ 30, 000 

[on thA 1-:2.te:- ro1,,e!' of the Shemndoah}. Adams has no property in this 

District, so far as I can learn. '1~1e sureties on the third bond, for 

~· 176,Q'JO[for water :pmrer of the Pot0"1.2c], are the sane, vrith the 2r1chtion 

of Scimiiel Po .oroT-~Y1, ,)~ v:. Fitzhue;h, l:ath2.r,iel Hilson, and George Ho PL\u.t., 

btlt it iP so involved 

r;)nrr:i::-::io:-.e~ of ~~~\~ bo~.rr.:~ o:f p1..111J~~c· i:·~orY:5 i:1 ort.1'?r t0 r1?.ke gooc~ f1j_::=; OlTn c~e_·fs.~Ut 

22 ,.·~::.\"':7-::izt:"~·*': r+u.ring tt1e i:· .. c:r. ;~i? rlef~c:Lt, 20 ·Sl1,~~, -:L~ o\rer ~ 40,.,fJ(}'). '!o 



fCEF:\.7I'LE OF COLLECTIONS FO:: THE DECP:::BE?.. 186~ f·ALf OF PUBLIC: 
LO'If· JJ;n HOFs;:;s AT THE u ,,2. t..;;.;:OP.Y A'l.' HAI~PEP.R FEPl~Y,, T.::. yp_. 

A Go'lected in ~ccord~nre with the OriP'inal Terms of' tr-,., 1R60 Sale • ~- -- - ~ . -- ~' ~ - ~- ..... ~-- ~ 

TLP_.'C! · Buvers I Lots I Houses I Amou.l1t Paid~ Remarks 

1870: l? 26 0 $ l_:..189.00 

1871: 1 1 1 1~200.,00 F-
-;;:,:;-, .. 

1872: 5 6 2 31297.00 
------------F--------!--------- ---------t--------------- ---------------- - -
Totci.l: ?;); 33 3 :t: 5_,~686000 1) 

1877: ., .., 
0 82.l? Includes ~ 22.12 

J.. ..L !in interest • 

9.81 
T l • 3.31 in 1880: l. 1 0 _nc .... uaes 

l L.l1terest. 

TOJ:AL: 27 35 3 <t 5, 777 ,..93 r d· 25 .L~3 in interest '+' ~ '+' 

By U oS• Bistrict 
2 2 0 l,090.00 Lots bid on by c 0oF' 0 

Court for W .VA.! Adarris in 1869 

c u .s 0 '.:o B & ol 500oOO-
I, ~" 

Isl~nd 1 1 0 1878-Byr/.ies p 'P Co. I if.."' 
.t. .. s- .. {; -, 

1369-1~ 150 I 30 38 3 I c 8_.!_367 .?3 I Subtotal ..., 
J3·TI- .. r ......... ~-.i..~~ i 
CJ .. 2E~S : I 

i 

1879 1 11 12 } d 6,560.05 '+' 

11.880: 18 25 3 3,108 ~30 

~~~;~;;~~-----1---;~--- --------1----------- ---------------~--------------------
37 6 9.668035 lo.< . ~·- .... ... • - -/ 

1885 cases: 6 l 7 l 905000 

J I 
l 

'IO'I.A L A 'D.J 'Ph'1 .. 7h'HTb 35 4l.! 7 ~- l0.:_573 .. 35 .... .. _.. •--...k ...... J,;..\-. y 

GPJ,l'JD TO': il 1 1 I , ! 

1B7C- 1880: 65 1 82 l 10 $ 17' 941..?8 

r 
(1) This total of ~ 5,686.00 is 2lso the figure used in the Committee on 

Military Affairs• heport of January 11,1873 on the state of the property 
sold c>t Harpers Ferr-,t in 1869 collections, 1869-1872, in }!ouse of }~epresent2tives 1 

Reports,, L?d Congress, 3D Session,187?-73,, Volo l,, Serial Noo 1576- h.eport 

lfo • 21, p .1 0 

c 



1 r' 
p··n ~ 1 'l ; ..,.-...~ ?! -::> ... ----~--J:'·~ •••.• 

re~rec:..led 

property v:·2 s not to 

deYelop it but to hj_ghjc:ck the Balfirn.ore and Ohio P.ailroad Company, whose 

main line Pest ran acros8 the U .s. 1:~1sket F 2.ctory Yard under right of Pa:r 

ti12.t 1>2.c1 beerLranted by t1.1e Secreta~' of W?r in . 1838. J1J~ cJ.aiming · 
F . .f6, ~f'e~1..:lc.. 't"o~6 cx.;:.i;; . .rov,.._.~ '""°' 1 

OF'.iErship of t'-iis ric;ht of T.7'°~7,~the :S.~: Oo 1111_,_st either payup or find 

f::i-:- 1e o:,her loc2.tion for i te rrJ.S.m line v-rest<> 

~: 2~~ ?05 .OO of the total of . . 

1872- H176: 

:J:!. tT-ul~- ?C), lA 7?, Secretar:r c1f ~;Je_:r :lrilJj_E~:1 ~-7. 3e l1(~l8? ::'ec;_ue sted t,ha t 
tlrio r}.S(l 1:..:btorne:~-Gc-:1e!'2l instit"ti.4:2 ~"'.it irrrneci~.~-t .. ~ly agc:2_rst }'raTcnis Co 

J.r'2.:ri8 ~~he sur: of:;", 209.;705 GUE: en -~three lxmd,s,~, - .•. On f'ebrur.:::-:r 3, 1873, 

t11.e u.s. Attorney for the District of Columbia, br01.1.'.3ht s 11it 

in the t' ,S. District Court o.s;2ir1st 1.d?.ns. Subec;.1.~e!'t to the brLYJ.ging of this 

S'.l:i:t~.in D.co, C1 conference W8S helc1 in vfashingt.on by the Atto::::ney GPT1er2l 
tr --. Georze P. Fisher, N.,. C-off, the 

L oS. District Lttor:1ey for West Virt:;iriia, Hnd the cmmsel for the S1.-'.:"eties of 

}:'."'s.Yicis C., Ad&."'12. 'lhe 12tter objected to 2. decree, but agrePd th::t if the 

Government F0ulri not ~roceed to 2 sale under a decree to enforce t_j:ie vendor 1 s 
lien ·for the entire p1_1 !'c'hase-money until the deterr11ination o:f a cl2.im mule hy 

they ':'01il(l acknowledge service of 

-;:'.,...0C"'SS and tl!112 ex~ide the snit. 'Ihe sureties of Adams were Lnformed that 

the Government had decided to press for a decree for -Lhe enorcerient of the 
.., . ' ' d' + 1 .(>J.. bt ' ' . t + • +' + t , ,.'.). t . + J...:~:?n; 2.DC'. ll1'1'!'118 ·1aue y c.~;.;e:r 0· c.inir1g 1J, vO lDS1..1l-.:U. e proceec~::-:_nG~ 0 quie:..• 

title to t,}-ip p:rerrlises 2gainpt, the :Salti:ri10re 2.nd Ohio F~ail:r-02.d Cor,p2n~", 2:;.d 



~_o-t: to ;n;:}'e ss.le '1.rtj_l after the deci::o.i.on of the j_ssl1..e b0t\-rpen the Governrr1ent 

a.nd tr1e cc:.ilroz::.r1 corr1112ny: so that th1=> hest price coulri be hc.d for the 

.iest \-. . . 
'J...r[:_!:J..£:., 2.eainst Adams cind his sureties in the TT <:: v ...... 0 I'istrict Court for 

that St2.te in .. Tuly 1873 for the purpose of enforci.rie the vendor's lien. 

A decree Fas ha~ d from that court i.YJ. September or October, lf 73, for the 

c[le of t'i.e :;::r0pE'rt:r;IP ee.ch case,. the ss.le to be made by· He Goff, 2s trustee, 

Frior to Fetn1lPr~r 1873, the Baltirnore and Ohio ?;.::>ilroad Cornpar.y h2ci. 

rTourht si..:.it in e St2.te Coi.;.rt of \:est \ir::;iria to quiet' its -t~_tlEr to j_ts 

rit;ht of vray across tho, U .s., llusket !-Pctory yf'rd at Harpers r erry, Yhich h2.d 

bee:n sold hy the United ~-te.tes to .Adams. The railroBd comp2.ny ersued thci.t 

as j_t:: me>in line, 

-vras const~.cted 

Potomac 

built ur1der thE :338 agreement r-ith the tlecret2.ry of War, 

or, "fill'' ple.ce~for-v:erd of the original bank into the 

and becense the St2te of !1ary1::inC. cl2imed ju:rdisdiction 

l~igb. v:-ater m~~Y or1 t.he crici: 

-f)1eir nsin. linP 1·"" "'loc""+"'d w J.'::>"""1 ~'1.d ..,,..,1. ~ - - - . -"---'" .c. i,...--_. J. .io;....,..i.. v ..L--·· c: ..... 

hence F .c. J.d2ms had n~ claim 'CTlder the 1838 c:c-ant of right 

0£' i~c...y to the e:dstmg main li.r1e., ':'he re.ilroad c0mpan:17 further argued 

that their 12Ll pu:rche.se of part of Patrick Byrnes 1s Islc:ncl in the Poto'ilac 

ge--::s the111 tj.tle to their main line th.ro1.1::·ii the !~sket F 2.cto~r :r2rd, under 

the l'.:.?:'3rl2nc'. deerl .for that islandc. By December 1874, this f'.uit had been 

det.1=:rmined -i YJ. f2.vor of the railro2.d coy;-ireny.,. '.1.'his decision not oYJ.ly 

elirn.ir~t2d the cl::.il"ls of Irancis Cc l..dar:i.s to the main line tract, br;_t it q,{r; l" 

'rr'lp~ri+ J,.n...,+ t.., 0 ,..:r"'.)+c.~ 'I' ft'-' P t t YO'") t - ...:i-;r:J ot b lo ~ n~-L ._, v"JC., v J'I ~ . ,, v~~ p01•:er 0 ue 0 Omf'.C C _, .i;.:.crpers ~ E'J. r;:,r LL-'-'· :J J e nb 

to the United 5t2.tes, e.s improve:.ie:'lts that the rW..road comp2ny 111?.de to 

to rc~·in line i:!"2ck 2.j EPrper::: Ferry, ir the form of culverts fill, e tc, 

r,ras heg::Lrmine; to interfer '-'i,.yh~ the i.'lov of water in the old J~rmory Canc:>.lo 
U o-• 

::r:r:. January ,1874, the l1if:trict attorney for West Virginia instituted 

c:. st1it in ec;11:i_t~r ir! the United StS,tes .Uistrict Court at Yr11eeline, VJ. \7 a o , 

in the r:e.!'le of the United States 2nd Fr2.ncj_5 C. Ade.ms a:nrl ~is sureties, to 

c'ec~_rior ~-::~ the 1{/est \;i:rciris Stc:te Co11rt uphol:-:irs t!1e v2J_td:_ t~r of ti11e 
1.5 



t 

'-' 01d:rnn of the U oS o Df sttlct Court of ~·est Vircinia 
(1) 

"'2r1ri<=>d f:rn·'"n the deci:::ion on llovel'1ber 17,. 1875. He found J()12t the 

J.)2ttirnore l: Ohio P.?ilro2.d Gor1par.~r held title to its main line right­

of'-"l·Tay throueh the 1J .s. !iusket l actory tract 2.t 
a.~ 

b2.sis of the 1foveT'l.ber 5th, 1-jl38 1' betFeen Josel 

Harpers Ferry on the 

E. Poinsett, Secretary 

of 1:J2.r, a-cd Louis l-kLane, President of the B & Oo R.Eo Coot
2

)r:.d not 

by virture of the September 1841 deed from Patrick 3yrnes"'l\The Court 

2lso found th2.t the U oS .. GoTernment intended thif' g!'ant of right of 

vT2.y to be a permamsnt one as lons 2 s it Fa._;; used as a ra:LJ_road, thi..:s 

:f':-eeins the r2il~&:;,d comp2ciy from any claims of ovrnership by 1''rancis 

C, Ld.cims. Fil'P.lly, the Cou!'t found th2t t11e United St10tes held com~_·lete 

title to ths 1""£',ter paver riehts of the Potorn~c a!lcl to th.e J:·u_s}:et I acto~r 

t"'?.ct, tl".us elirrj_nctin~ all claims to oFnership by the E & 0 F.aill-road 

Cor1.p2.n:r 2nd clearing avTc:.y all clouds to the 
16 . 

Fi."lally, s :ix yes.rs 2.fter 

title of the ma.:in assests 
f;~<;.') 

the 1869 )\ the Urli ted States 

oCJ.ce 262-in helc. full title to the v7a.ter power of thP l'otomac :::nd 

'.:hen2:ndoah Livers ?:r-1d t~eir rel£t<>d 85 acres of lando 

I!l S e;tenber 18?6,, acting 2 s trustee for the U oS o District Court 

of v1est Vireinia, No G.i..2ff sold Lots llo. ? and 5, B:(_gek. }. 0-,. Shenendoah 

Street, for v~hich F .. Co Adans h2d bid a total of $ 3, 705 in 1869, to 
two purchasers for 2 tot2.l of$ 1,090 .. 00 .. 17 Th:E?,E,~~-ted ~tf;~~8- ,Y'e~-:uTchased 

tl:.e Fc-cer ..... ic'h"t.s to the Potom2c and Ehemmdo2.h fo'l" $ 7q~ 000 inc1 rece:i .. vEid thf' 
• ' -- ~, ·' .,.. , ..... ., , 'I 

~+-.'"' ~-::;~·:... ·~-k:' ___ , .. 

deeds for t,~:ese it.u..i,.. f'""o!'l th"' Di""t;ic+ r:o'l"'+ on .A""ri.'1 17 io,77 (1'7' \ ~ -- . __ _.. -i.. _._ -- '·· '- L ~ lJ J. ,&'.,t" - e-l. 
1 

Qo \-{A) 

17., -. · Chief Cl Ark Heb::ter Elmes, Department of Justice, Office of the 
Solicitor of t1)e '.l:reasury to Solicitor of the 'l'reasury George F 0 

'lalhot, fa2tion2l Archives Record Group 121,, Earpers FerrJ' C2se Ncb 0 

155. Lette!' in duded in James N" i;offsinger 's Contributions ';awards 
!l '-»n,rc- 1 C ::il ui· + 11 ,..,p 181 lSl l"'' c t .,.., ~. ·-,y~- c~ ·' s0ory, .I:' • - 4o 1...,,-.:.ien.a ,e .r~eports of Conmittees 
18,83~4, \ olo 7, Seri2l No. ?179 o E:eport No. 770- p.L,. 

15 .ContJ..nue;c., !'ega!'aing th.ese quest.ion Derember 1 7 1872 to h"v 6 187L 
• • ' ' , ~ - • J . , . --~ ' ~,' 
is ;iublis:heec Pith 1 Letter of the l.ttorne~r..Qeneral, Key 6,1an~,in 

<:;~:nc"'te fyp '~ -.-.. ' I "'Id c "-' 
"- ~.ccc. -· ~~-, C'".Xt.L Ve l.!OCUrn.er::,s 2 '' ~ · 01'lC"""ec::c:: 1 "'+ uec::si· on C: ~r1· ~1 No 1 r'81 
~ _ - • ....- - ~-0 .... u ... J ...1-...._ u _.~1 _ ) io-C. _c'..L '""' 0 -·-::> _ 
Document ~!o. L18, P-?.rt 1, 15 pages, and P::.!'t rI ? -r:c,~es .. 

16.,.::c::.tion2l J.::-chives i"ecord C"r01.1p l?l,, Pul>lic ':Yt::.ilc'.in'"t:s~Servic"', Harpers 
1errt :.~teri2.:!.. P.,..~,,.te-' nnmphlet 0 p"'ete"" l![;l·C'+ri·('+ Co''""'t of' "-,ho TTr>~+ed 

" .... - _Li-. ...,1 ,{j l-'C:.. .t.. .; •: / O.t.J 0• "-'_ WV .,, v l.·-...:... ' ""- vJ.:.. 1
• v.o.--V 

S"t,2t8f I'o::' +.he 'List!'ict of Wsst \irrir:i: .. Opinion oi' the:> Court Lov.17 
]_~~ J_n tr1.e c.se O.:! tr1 t:• unJ_._.ec \.);_,~_~·'?8 cn.ci, ~t.her \.'s"' ·:Le :.~--t~ _ _r1ore ?r1d 
()~J_Q _t-:?:i_~~,..02.--.. 1

-.. -":1F~:?2~~Y• .l-~.i..~O I>rl.Y}vE:>C })E''..D~til.et, ...;._j :-;2,ges.- ~·..JC~ er1e:it (); 

I2.-;ts in the ~iarper's T'er!".r Cc.te-The Go\rerrLmi:?nt ,_rs.1he 5c..ltimore and Ohio - . 
b~•o f, C f.09.T"lS: 1'1.~0 deteJ but pu'!Jlirhed t.fter t}IP lJOV. 17~1E\75 decision 
_of t:Ce lJ .,Sc Cou:>t .for ·.:est Vir:::;ird_?,. '.:'hese documents are in eluded in 

'-'alllE'S p. ::oi'fsir•rsr~ "~"2.r:;ers rerrv, "est \lircinia, Gor:tributions 'Ioy2rc1s 
ii. ?"'1"',.sic:E:.l ~~i2tc~.-., :n:.162 .. 1eo .. tJ 



1E'78 
15,: ~-_f., tb< :~nit.eel 2tatef' sold 3;)rr:--1es Irl2:1d, c:~ch 

i\ 16 
to the Baltinore arid ·Jhio Lailroad CompcT•~r for $ 500.00o 

1880 l~z 
Thus by June . . , about . ·; yeers after the 1869 sale, 

ths united StPtes had su~ceeded in l~eally disposing only 35 items, 

inrluri:Lng 3 }10i.ises, fore total $ 5,777093 among 27 purchaserso 

(See Chctrt No. f, page~ schedule of payments)o 

Still uncollected and unsettled were the bonds in the amount 

of apprm:iMate1y;:62 ,LO? .,50, oved bJ a.bout 97 citizens of Harl)ers I erry 
for leL~ lots or itemso The Fni ted States Government nm' moved to 

settle this tangled mes:::. 

3. 'l'he St!"Ugt:;le in Congress, 1870-1878: 

In their letter to the Secretary of War, dated November 1,1870, the 

?5 Feti tioners of }lc"rr:·ers Ferry hec'i e.dvised the.t they intended to pPti tfon 
Congress c:t. :Lts next session in December 1870 11 for such relief in the 

pren:i:::es 2s it may deem constitutional e.nd just to cfrant us under the 
circumst2.nces .. 11 19 T\JO such bills vrere int~ced into Congress, 

one on. I'erembc:r 19,l:'.70 e>nd the other on 2:C.rch 7, l871, but neither of 

these r1e.tured into lawo ?O L"l 187? and 1873, th<=> citi?;er..f' of E?.rpers 

Ferry cor:tinuect to seek relief 2nd several bil1£vere introduced that 
y.irovidec1 th.et the:~ could 

of their lots in return n. 

be released from t'h.eir purchases by ,he surrender 

for the can;;;elment of their bondS"~"'""~ These also 
and ltJ7_:, 

failed to pasi:;. In 1874 A. two bills were introduced which -vould have 

authori7.ed the Attor-1ey Gener2J. of the Unit.ed Stc:.tes to ad<i'-lE't the cla,_)m:> 

of the r oS 0 G-ove!'rlc"''?Dt u_::-ion the rurchasers of property at HarpAr~s Ferryo 

!':either of these 1-:ere P:nacted ir1to law. 22 Jfforts were continued vrith 
a. out success D:ltil 1878 , 1-:hen measure wa s fine.lly enacted into law and 

'-
approved on June U{;1a7s.. 23 

18. l7;:i:tfon2l i~rchives P..G. l?l, Public Build:Lngs Service, Entry 58-
11\::r.rrenty Deeds to L&nd. Conveyed by the Ordmmce Department, 1830-19?? (4 vols), 
Vol. III, Po 555, for deed. 

190 SenatP b::erutive Document Eo. 6, p. 13, ~erie.l ~Jo,. 1580. 
?O. Ibid o • 16 o 

fl., ----- "' 
c.L. Se<.'2.te 1•pno"'"' ~.,,.., r'c'6 .::.ip.,.-ial ''o 1 6?.? p ? - ~ - '""'~- .:. L J.. v o :>:,) ' _,..:.. -1.. - l.'4 o _._ _ - , Q> ' January ?6,1875. 

22 Q Ir-,i(1 Qan.cl Honse l·eport llo 0 • 516, ueri2l i;o. 16?f;., - ' 23. Senate ~eports U6, ueric.l l'fo"" 1790- 1'.iay ?9 ,1878. 



'.I.he J:..ctof Jun"' 14, 187a (1) at:J!:.!10rized the Solicitor of 

the 'l:-easury, by C?nci rith the consent of the Secretar:,r of 'vlPr, to cancel 

c0nt:'acts vit!l 2nd release all purche.sers of lots 2.t the Harper~ :Ferry 

seo,le of 1869 from their purchases, -vhenever these buyders ri£.d quU -claimed 

and releaser:l their lots to the U oS. Government by deed in such form as 

me>y be required by the Solli:liitor of the 'lreasuryo Also such quit 
c 

cle.ims and releases hci.d to be executed and tendered to the ""'ecretary of 

'v•ar 1dt:i>in foufonth:;from the pe.ssage of the act, that is, b~r. 
Oc-tober 14, 1878 o (2) '.:he Solicit.or -vas authori'.1'.ed to offer for sale 2.ll 

such lots the.t had he.d their titles properly cleared under step L 

(3) 'Ihi:o Sq:._,':Lici tor was 2.lso authorized to lease arc~r of the Harper"e 
l<e!'ry property for any term of yee.rs, if he deemed it ex:-iediento 

~-.:--1?-+'J..cv?. 
(L;). 'lhe Solicitor was authorized to e.bate part of the nurchase-monev 

lj .. - <· 

ctute fros purch"lsers 11 vho havP: m2de improvements upon lots of 12:J.d 
purchased [in ie69] •• ..Proi.n~ded,, '.:h::.t in his judgel"lent such purchasers 

2.re le:_-:2.lly or ec~itably e:i.titled to such 2b2tenent: And Provioed 

.f\;::-'tlier, th2.t sue!:'_ ;mrch2sers sh2ll apply to the $oli('itor for 

2 be. te"lent ':~i thi:T b·o :months of the p2.ssace of this act, th2t is h2r 

c:.nd in11 case of an ab2.tem.ent is pl.ade, shE«ll pay the 

h2J.?.n.ce of the :;>llrchase money due after deductir:.t; the ~mount abated 

·vithin sixty d2.ys~ thereafter; othervrise, the debt to rem:in as if 
no e>batment hed been made •11 24 

1. ':he Abatement CasPs, 1878-lSE;o. 
) 

Geore:e Ho Graham of !iarpers Ferry acted as the locel agent for 

l':s:1aeth P..ayner, the Solicitor of tl1e 'l reasury, in the .Abater.ient Cases 0 

On Se::1tember 5 ,1078' Graham cdvised the Solcit,ior, thcit IT the whole 

number of 2pplications for ?he.tenent Pere 43 ,'~ an~iwo were sent direct 

to Vb.sh:Lrigtono 11 ?5 The lists prepare by Graha:rt ol.( the purchasers 

reve2l to some extent Fhat they had been doing v:i th their lots since 

1B69., 'I'1ese x;,.re shoFn on ghs;rt l~P·~ & which follows: 

?50 :fatio::1al J..rchives hecnrd Grco:up l!o. 121; Public B11r1B-ings Service, 
1:-!try 78, Hc..rpers lerry l~bate!':~nt Cases, ~ trc.~rs, ':ra.~i No 0 1 0 

2L. r .so Statues Lt Le.rt,e(lS77-79), Yol .. ?O, p.130-lJlo 



;.a. 

3loc}· 

A.A 

~ o John B ill""lo.n DD 

l 'l' Lf. hom<»s ,T. Burle: A 

1-"j 
'/ --

' Tt ·'1T -1-· J..:0 ..uOCR ulOD 

l C em_;J Hill 

1 

" 
II 11 

Fenced her lot. 

11 .built a comfortable house 
on lot. 

Shenandoah St. Spimt$664 .oo built a cellar 
-"Y1 stable on loto Put tlir' r°'fint 
.:::-'"" -;>.new dc,ors, etc in old S-ti...,e 

-~~ouilding 

5 o 1-lar-J I:" Cochrane 11fager Lot ?OJ 6kre ~es. 5.as imnroved 2nd reh,aired 
• n• 

.LO. J. " ..... 

~ 1?. Do rev 5. ~ Erw:i_'f' 
A" 

lJ. John Fitz;ietrick 

2 

A '7 
I 

\".'~~ S:Pr 
:.iot 19 

? 

3 

I 6 

BB ), .,._, 

GG L 
C-G 4 :;. 

T r" 
;> 

AA 'J, 
..-' 

'\" 8 

-:_..,. .. r _J_ 

old hous 8• ,,eF pore. es, roo1 ing. 

c S.:r1p Eill Built a s'Y!all dFelling at cost 
of $ 1?5 OD loto 

f hen2nrl oah 
Street 

. 6-ftcre 
: .. es. 

Cs.r::p Hill. 

Shenandoah 
Street 

It " 

C?:.1.p Hill 

CaP1p Eill 

Built ci. Good brick dwelling 
house and store on her lot 
for $· 5,11)_~.oo plus ~: 50o00 
for f encinr; o 

Inproved t:J1e~ 97fr 2.rmory '.-:ouse 
on Lot JC/ o " ~. · c for T'Orch, 

rep2irs to' rr,of eond brick Falls •. 

ED.cl huil t 2. dwelling ~·1ou::e 
on lot .. 

~· 1, 000 spent fo!" sheEicbe, 
fen.c~ .. r1g, Et:c.ble, e.nd y-s.rd for 
cos.l c=cnd stock o 

,,_, t., "d ,,. "'"' I-· '-'5E: ne Wl 01-:· 0..L 2 uo'-'o SO-Clll?J'.' 
has fenced her lot "nd ril2.nted 

fru.it trees • 

B1i.ilt a st2ble er1d :::1£~ugfiter 
house on 1oto 

Camp Hill hc:.d fenced these lotso 
If !I 

H II 

l1 11 had fenced this lot. 

II !l built a hen"''"' on his loto 
l 
T 

11 !I 
· ...... 6J..eTed ..L.:id:?"-
:3;.:j_lt .::-. 1-1ouse o:i h'?:r lot 

Et C'.'.)St of~· 2CJ0. 
, l' fl .l.Juilt 2. house or lot o 



" _ L'.~t 1 

:oc?.tio~ 

18 • . 
Nuth.an Jack!;on l? Cc:in:i;:: Hill 

!t !';! co i Q~Pci l ~ ri'.r- ~J't:il i:_.a 
i. .. r:;~s~---0~1, th;-'-l;t 
s~2JJ_ 

1 I! h2.d fenced his lot. 

sn. ..;or...n lI. 112rtir1 JJ 2 Camp Hill had fenced his lots and 
-------------~J_J ____ -+ __ 3.___+-------+"I?lanted fruit trees. 

2 11 

?2 o Joseph l:.,, HcFadrl.e~ II I! 

had put this old brick house 
in good order o 

had fe::1ced hie lot., 

6-J,,cre . 
Reservatio. 

,J 2.ries B 
0th.er~ 

(Park Eld:;.Jl-35). 
::as S:Jent a: 1. 61.32 in;:;roving " . I - l 

26. linrrie-: G l 

~7. J os:::ph }. i·ioJ_TYJes L'.lt !Jo. 

26: P2trick 0 1Bei::'.'nes 

EB 

;; Shencindoe.h 
rtreet 

houi:e & Lot 
i 

ShenandoeJ 

Si.>:: 1.cre F .. es o 
~amp ~Iill 

ti ll 

II II 

?9., I.c1i th 0r::.o:::ne11 1:! C..f;er Lot 21 6-"-cre Leso 
[~)<:id ~· c~ .. ; ? , 275 cash.,1869-trie( u..r1sucyessfully 

"C.O abate this' price L"'l 1878] J_ 

JO. liary· A~ ?erc~_val Lot Ho., 7 north of 

Jl. Jor_"1 '.:.., l·eed 
1-.lso .; J 10 2.:rc d 11 o 

Ja. nETrison P.obi..r:son 

Shem:ndoah Street 

JJ 4 

0 

l 

Camp II:Lll 
!! ti 

.. 
" 

!1 ll 

llou?e clana{;ed in floods 
of 1870 2.nd 1877 o Built 
an ice house a.'ld stabl·e, 

brick p2venent. cistern, 
sewer in ye,rd, fyj_:::l( Sl1.ppori 

in cellar for the old 
house. 

Old stone houseJ new rotBfiY' 
+~-'.)· a~c ~,~c~ rlon-~ 

' ~_!; ... .._ .._._ .... , b..L~-:->\~ ....;_ ·._...:... ..... :> ... 
blir..nr :-:· outbuil2:..v1cr: c.r1d. 

fe:lces °" 

P~r'· u1,.:i" ~To l~ Y'e~:.:ii·'"'" .. c.. r. ....; L'"b o- l.. • L.T. - _ .1;;,-'~·· ....... 

to Y'QO~ ~na' no-c ~,,l+ ,J .._ -. C.....,.. Ji.._; .:.. ,.._,., Ll.\._._ __ ..._, 

c. nev: outbuiJ..ding o 

I'enced lots 2nd p]:anted 
fruit trees,. 

L'1l:t=JroveC:. old stone house, 
n~w porchc:;;,f1oorE_,do9rs, 
i:lDdOFs, cistsrn,fencingo 

has fenced po:.rt t1f lot. 

h2s fenced his lot3 
flanted fruit trees. 

built a rh;elling house at 
a cost of a 85 on lot. 

h2.s b1.:il t no. nice 
on ris loto 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-.1.~~~~~--'t.-~~~-1-~~~~~~~;.....~~-



~ .. c ............ ; -· • u ~v· s-r 

Purctasers1 t 'Sb 9 Block Lot: lccc..tion 1-r:!Drover.ien ts ho.~ 
~ i, • Joh.!1 T Ttl~J_~~ A 6 Sher:i.c.:::.doa1 "H"'ci c.:'"'"'""t<-:ip,... q,.., r~1+-..,,) ..... . .u .. • ... ;::.. · ~ 1 ~ .... .._ t.+' _, ,,__' C. e- lJ c· ' _ l c....:...l. 

.Street.,. the s; ost of c or"st!'ucti_11e; 
a bricl: v:all of the house 

on Lot 6, Elocl: ~, so that 
he use it 2S a side 1-:-all wher 
he erected hi:: own brick 
building on Lot 60 Was using 
Lot 6 as !!arden., a 

35. Georr;e L. -i'ieaver JJ 7 C2mp Hill Had built a house on his 
lot. 

360 Je.:m.es Bode,, 1111 8 II !' Ee.Cl fenced his lot. 

:he 2-;:'plicetions for abate::ient 1:-ere revieire<l by Ker,neth P..o::;rner, the 

Colic:it.or of the Trea'."'J .. ry·., Several applicatnts, including James HcGrs:w e:.nd 

l,c1i+.h 2'Lon.n.ell,h2.d compieted payments in fuufnder the original terms and 

hence -.:ere fou..rid to be ineltgible to hc:.ve their prices ~bated. 'Iwo other:?, 

(25) 

li:r-f o Florence Kir:;in c=md lcwrence A .. lbntague, 1,go had purchased Lots 2 and 

5, block A, Shff'.10::.:1.doah Street, from the UoiS., District Court of West Virginia 
t;. o•f 

:i .. n 1876, also applied to have their prices abe>.ted but v'ere el:i.Jni..'1ated on 

the e;rou-".',df th2.t these sr.le did not co:r'le under the J"ct of June lh, 18 78 o 

Several more applicc;.r,tc· had their petitions regected because the:y filed 

a .. fter the A'< .. gu.st 1L,1e78 de2.d1Lr-ie. Among these was poor 1'.b::'s o Harriet- l·:o 

Neer, •::hose applicc:.tion to abtte the price on Lot 1, Block G, Sl1emindoah 

Street, was dated Auzust 15L Some applic2 .. nts also changed their mind 

a bout b1.'.~"1g their property, even at abated prices., Joseph E. 

Holmes, pho had lived in PR-~k Bldg. No., l.,5, on Lot Ko. 1 North of Shen2ndoah 

category. 
26 

·:....- ..... · ~.treet, fell into ; 

to 

Deed;to the ab2ted lots v.rere issued 

in the period October 31, 1879 to NovemhPr 16, 1880. 07.J Included in this 

group Yere the 1600 acres of the Friends Ore Bci.nks the original bid of 

f.: 13, 100 for t'.ri1_· S 'f'rODert:r "8 s ab<>+ed to d· 3 r:'00 T • • • ~ 1• ·' "">.J • y ',;;> • 

?).,:.;c.tio:::.2.1. i-.rr:hives ::'.1?corrl. Crol1p 121, Public 3uilc1.iDf;S Service, Intry 
Lec0rd..r Conc:ering R ar:J8rf Ferry Ab2 .. te::::i.snt Cases, 1068-1888,, +,1-~0 tra~,.s o 

'These iLclucle :?5 letters to Geo".'se ~.T., Grcllam : l.vgust 6, 1878, &sking to 
their p".':i_ces 2.bated ::.nd sever2.l list& and re:;:;orts listi::_;; im:;Jrovements 

0 1 + c ?6 • T 'r1 n _Ovce ~ .. 

- ·--- -<=--·~· -

78-

h&Ve 
made 



br.rgined vith more 1869 bidders 

uho had been using seven lots a".l.d one house Eince that sale o 'Ihe:r 

rec:.chec1 an ?.f:reement c:>nd the Secretary of Har, in effect, abated 

the total of thi:;:_r 1869 bid of $. 2, 735.00 for the the seven lots, 

to ~; 905 ..00., Included in this group was 1'Iary Do Cochrdie, who 

had app2.n:ntly refused the offered 2be.ted price for 1-Jeger Lot no o ?O 
and its house in 1878-80. Deeds for the seven additional lot 

issued in the period Januc_ry ?8,1885 to June 26,lt'85o 28 

}'-ifteen of the 1869 purchr.sers, after successfull:r 2b2.ting the 
;irj ces, asEigned their titles tm 2L lots to 14 other buyers. 'l:he U oS o se -i.lx assi~o<.;~cf 

deeds for the abatec1 ?L lots vrere made out to Jl; other 
1
L"1tti'biduals in 

1R79-188o, and 18850 

f-ic:.2.l results of the abe.tement program, 1878 to 1885, v-re re as 
'--' 

follows: 

Date 1869 bid~ lfo. of buyers Noo of Lots Abeted price: 

1379-80 ~ 39,755.oo 

1B85 6 7 905.00 -------- ____________ ... -..., _______________ -.., _____________ , ----------------------
~CJIAL: $ L,?,L9o.oo 3S ; -W+ $ ~f~J;}~:~:..,,~ 

.lj 

Og the total collected, $·<~.:'~~:!,~5.was 
Ec:.rpers ferr:r and~ 3,500.00 was for the 1,600 

Fhich 1.re s loc 2 ted near Harper's F en:r. 

? • The Eor1d Cancellation Program, 1878: -~? : 

+' 
4~1+ 1 td' ~or ._, o~s oca .e in 
·~. 

acre Friends' Ore Bank, 

Section 1 of·th.e Act of J1.me 14,1878 authorized the SoliC'itor 
of the 'lreasury, 'by and with the consent of the Secretary of \far, 
to c-"'r·cel cor.tracts with and · • '·· release the 1869 purchasers of 

land from thfir bonds, provided that the buJrers c;_uit-clai.111 and released 
these lots to the United Ste.tes. 'I'his program was to be executed vrithin 

four Fionths of the p2ssage of the Act, or by October 1L,18?g. 

0R l·.,,+~ nn~l 1'""Ct-l'ir"'"' " I' 1?1 "nt-.r 111 0 6 1Uo ~C~V....i... ....... J.d..._~ ..... ll .i.:.;i,,.; .L .. c;>-t"• _, .,_,.-.JJ_-""\i .;., • • 

heec: loosely in:::erted i.'1 Vol., II, follc1:.'ing 
These 1885 2greemPr-ts heve 
p&ge 6oo 



]_ :o.nd Octob<?r lL, 1878, Sol:;_dto:::' Ken..11eth P.c:~.yn"'r received. 
,....{ r::'I, o.c ,, • , :-'tfr. ..,.._:........- e".t.t 

quit c_i_air:: ci.eed.s 1rom<,f\. 

~, 

L~,,'-·. 

p-l1;chasers for 124. house lot::: that 

h2d p11rchc.sed in 1869. 'Ihe total 2rnount of their cc:.ncelled bonds 
29 

to $ 19 ,135 .oo. 'IwelV?t of these purchasers had bonds cancelled on 

some lots and the prices rbated on the others. 

Ls has been mentioned, 13 purchasers on December 6,1869, had refused to 

Eizns bonds, on ?9 items. The title to these properties, of course, reverted 

to the TJnH.<=>d Sts.ter.. By the end of 1878, the title to 154 items Y2.lued at 

t 
Jete Ili_7ers Lots 'l ot2l of C2.ncelled Bonds -

> 

1~ 16/6? 12 28 d• ?2939 o-00 '!-' 

l?/6/69 1 , 3.600000 'l'inber rights 

Si..1J~t 0t~l: 13 29 ~539 .. 00 

l 137f1 S3 121 19_2_36ho00 
------------!----------.... 1--------------1-- --------------- ------------------ - -· --1 

E cPr .. cel. 66 150 d· 3oi86L~ • .oo .,., 

1£576-7 7 l h ?09_,70)o00 lJ ;2, oCourt-F QC o J ... i:"J.2.!'.lE 

".r·ot21 Cle2red 67 1511 c:t· ... 2LOi679~0o 

Cln2.red b~r 
c'· 1005730.::1 " 35 44 42,11 90.00 abated to iJ;.u2te··1ent: .... 

1378-80: 
·'<'' .... - ~ 

-~·~·~ ,.., ' T0t21 10? ·~:_]98 
.• <i· ?8;'. > 16o .oo 'J!'2.TlU y 

Net cls~_r2~~ 50 l?,633.SO 2.bout. 

'I'ot2l p.; t4 in 2b8 ? 297' 793 .. 50 .o....i.,:..'-..l. 

~ 1869 l?l 

29. l:?.tionc>l l..rc'i.ives F~ecord G!'oup 121, Public Euildines Se::r"l.rice, Entry 77., 
One tray, 1-:hich conteins 49 11 Cencelled Bonds of the 1869 S2le of Public 

:Lots, 11 for 111 lots t'r:at vere c~~led t.Tuly l-Oetober lL; 1878 o Four bands .for 
10 lots 2.re not included in tl'.is tray. 'lhe Solicitor of the 'lre2su.YJr's fir:z.l 
rf}"'O!'t on the 1880 2:i.d 1884 sc-.les, to t!:le 1.ttorney General, dE.ted October ?9 ~ 

lSf\ S, ~'10:-·ever, rlocumerits that these four bonds on 10 lots. were cancelled in 
1378 2.!"",d lists the exect cJ2te of c2.ncell2tion ,,Ee:po~t in F.oiise of Represente.tivss 

r· . . ' 1 t ,.. 1 "n " ... ~ f 7 'D + r. ,.., 90 ,., 9 ~ c . l ~2:eci_1t..J_1re .;..,OC' 1)_mnn ... '8; vO 0 t._, ;._,('~".._'..T;J.erlv l'\.09 '~arv ~, :p::;;. L' -c J, ~eria 

!fo • ?3R7. ~°" ::. 1f:ttsr 6s:t<=>c1 ja:::'.::2.";:r "3,. lFF:l~. t1-1e Sc::..:~c:2.tor 0£' t•~.2 '.::'~·~·2n::c:c 
'nc;·~.n..,...,...:-c,..J ht:"' r~rl r<~'Y"calio~ bcY"\rC' nn ll'"!}, ho\:_~P lf)..!..t"'. Cf these l~:!. !:ave ~~~~:!"'1 - --_r-1··- ........ \_-. -·"- ... _ ...... """' '-''-'·•• __ _,.....,_ ,...,_ ....... ~ ..... __ ~· '-r- ,.,__.._ ._. _ _.._.._ ............ -

~-J.er:t:L:'ied 2s ~i:: ~"'!.~ of.:~0 rsd b~y ~3 p1~rcl-J.28es o ';he t,otal nt::rri~~:?r hc."\rL"lg bont:.s 
,..,,.. . .,.....,ce 1 lea' .:.h1 ",.... r:-n,c:t 1..., .......... ,_, nrc'rl f-l°V'r'I" C:Lt' J..""' ~ Or ..,...,,,,,v.,.··.''r!::ise"V'lc rr·>1 ("") o+i..,c·-r "':{ l r-,.t..c--. '°r;:i:,..r. 
\.,,C:..l..i. - _._..._ • ~· ... """"'-'. -.;~--1.. -::: -~~· \i ':; 1..~: _;j,J. -.:f: \..e.i.!! ~ t- l·;.; ,,,.,, .t-' ......... ' •. ~~ .., ~ ~"" .................. ..,. .. :..i..i..J........... .,/ ..c:-1 ..... \--' ...... ~._._"'."'- -- J, .• ' 

r.').;.. v,c.~~ -:0c-~t--"'l!-01--· r,,,+ Toic;.C"~.,..... 1.ir1+. ·l"\ 0 ?7 ~~c s p-rnr\Sr'"\''7/- o.,....,.c.) ..... r..i.0,1.be o~ ...... ep 0~ .... '"'._,,...~vs 
-~ ... --~rr.,~~·v-"'4. ~-····-c:;;~--;.~---..~Jf"" CJ'-f.-;'"',._:;_7'"::;;,~- ; -• 'f\~,···•·' ,L,/, i ;., . "'J - _, ·- ._._. ----· ~ 
- ~· ...... _ ... --~.n.'t -._., .... _,__:::-.~ .;."'".)• r:v:: · -b.._,, .... :> •. _,c, J::-'• t. o 



:Slcc.1: J..rea 

Street l..J.-2..L3.1-L.LS__6 __ J}. (2 and 5 in 1876) 
B II 11 l.J.:3 <> (donated lot Lt) 

II t: ( Donated Lots 2:rid 3) 
v ... , . Tl II (don<»ted Lot 2) 

!I II 7 0 

\·!ager Lo~s2 6-/tcre &servat .on 
C2 .. mp Hill (donated Lots 1 and 8) 

!: II 

u I! !t 8. 
11 1t (done.ted Lots No., 3 BEd 4) 

I !! !! (do hated Lut lJo" 9) 
J tr l! 5. (don~ted 2.iJ..i and church lot) 

I! I' 

,_ .. 
~-;o. 

sold 

7 
2 
0 
0 

1 
7 
0 
0 
l 
0 
2 

l 

I! !! 2 ili. 1 1-------t------------+-.....,.-----------------------r----r ll !' . p 4_,.19 2 

'I 

...., , 

r:o .2 

J..I 

YJ~ 

LL 

~--------lnot~l: 

I' I! 6_, 16.19. 
I! ll 

II !' 

ll 11 

~ ! " 10_., 11 • 
I! !! 

II II 

11 1! 

11 !I l.1.L.J6.i7. 
II II 

11 !! l..l.L~5, 7.1.. 8 • 
!I ll 

ll !l 1.,3.. (DonP.ted 2 ari6 Store:r ~ollee;e Lot) 
I! .. 

" ? ..l. 3. Ici.onatecl two lots to Storer ColleEe) 
1: !? : _,,_e_,_ 13. i_4·. 

!! l' 1 ], 
~_,. -·. 

------------------~--------------------------------------------Offered 243 hous~ lots & J1 bldgs. Sold 9 houses e.nd 
lior:.?ted .:31 lots inlii69-70. 

Friends r Ore :3aY\}: l__.,_600 2.cres sold in 1869 

1 
3 
1 

2 
2 

4 

1 

2 

1. 

? 

9 --------80 

1 

l 
o;: '."11.;8 i ems sold for~: ?97,793 .. 50, e2 items actually sold for~ 17,9ll.rn 82 

'Lot ). .. 
~, 

µ.,o"'v '. 

4• 



In 1869 ?LS ite::is tee.cl 2;.:;arently been sold at H"'r:;?ers Ferry for the 

SUJ"l of e; : ?97, 793 • .50 o :;cit ur..til July l, 1E'·85, hu~·ever, Fould it ha·':e 
hPen :::::osr-ihle to C'aJ.culr,te e:x:actly whc.t had been disposed of and '·Tl-'.2t 
amcb.1.mt of mone~'" '.12d been collected. 'l'he evidence presented in this ch2.pter 
reveals that the c>.d:a:al results of sale of 1869 ·Fere 2.s .follows: 

Ye.srs 

1576 

let hod 
Under teT'J11.s 

of sale 

~ ..S. Dis­
rict Cou!'t 

--------------------

Lots HouseE Amount Collected 

27 35 3 5, 777 .93. 

2 ? 0 

l 1 0 500.00 

7 
--------r------- --------r---------------------------- --

ti5 82> 10 ~Ff~~~- ' 

?o 1. Iir12,l f'c:y i:'l Court, ':he Shem:.::-.. doE.h FerryEigl:ts,1378. 

John\':'. 11eer and Comp2ny, on Decenber 6,1869, hE.d sit;ned bonds 

tots.llj...c"1g ~ 1, 790 .. cc for the ~erry rights across the Shencmdoah River 

2.t Harpers Ferry, a fe!'ry lot :in th2.t town_, ccnd a 63 acre ferry lot vd.th 

two sto::le c1uellings on it,, the latter beinc locc:ted on the r;outh shore 

of the r:i.ver-0 ~r0er 2nri Compe>.!ly took control of the ferry, Hnd Yit~1out 

:?ey:i_ng circy of their TYUrC'hase monev,, operate._..d. the ferry and utilized the 
• ~ 29 

l:::;ts fron: 1.869 until early 1878. On July 13,1878, George Neer, Fho 

1'Tc P tl'11? Sf'Cl'Ti ty for John VJ. Neer' s bonds for the Shenand')ah I'erry P.ights, 

P!!"ote to Ken,riPth Rayner, the Sc:ici tor of the Tre2 sury, t-irArequested perrnission 

to return these bonds and ha.ve them cancelled. For reasons that are not 
<r fJ f,;·vio"' tf rJ 

e.pparFn1t in the !Iational Archives records, Neer 's bonds were 
11

not cancelledo 

Th: f'-'ct th2t thPse /er!'~r ~-ehts vrere at that tiJne i.n court m2y have been the 

rP2.ecori tJ~e Y1CJc PS wffi:>,e not canceJ.lec1 in 1878. 3Q 

30. Letter of George :>pr in 1:atiom:l l~:rchiYes r:..Go l?l, :r:ntr::r ?E'i, 'lray 2 .. 
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On August l6, 1878, George W. Graham, the Solicitor f s agent at 

Harpers Ferry submitted an application from Harriet M. Neer~ who had 

purcha.sed vacant lot No. 1, Block G • Shenandoah Street,. wli.ich was located 

adjacent to the Shenandoah Ferry upstream or west thereof, 

in 1869 for $ 1.50.00. Mrs. Neer had not paid her bonds and was applying 

to have the price abated • In this letter she also announced that she had 
nassigned all. her. rights and title to this lotn to Mr. James M •. .Mason. 31 

The deadline f'or filing for ~batementunderthe terms of the Act of June 14., 
1878, was_ August lb.~1878-· hence ¥.rs Meer ts letter, which was dated the 15th, 

was found to be· ineligible for aba.tement. 

James K. Ma.son, i<rrote to t,he Solicitpr i...r1September1878, stating 

that Mrs. Neer had co~yed her interest in Lot 1, Block G to him 

Cn February 27,1878, and that he no+J°wished to purhhve~1be used in 

?_onjunction.__:·ith 11 
my Ferry at Harpers Ferry." 3:

2 {§f'i., Blockp1,, -----·---
--~ -~- __ --...,_ ___ --~ ............... - -~--~ -- - .. - .. •· ~-· ·- .•. ----- --· - ·-- -- -- -·----- ------ "'--~---":::?~--

In the spring of 18 78, James 11. 119.son, of Charlestown, W o Va o, who 

claimed to own lands adjoining the United States ferry across the Shenandoah 

River at Harpers Feny~ made application to the Circuit Court of Jefferson 

County, W • Va .. , f'or arsc.snse to establish a, .ferry along·side of the the 

U.S.-Meerferry, claiming that; under the laws of Virginia and West Virginicr, 
11 which declare that any disuse o;f a ferry franchise for two years discontinue-

same .n Mason conceded,that the United SS8tes had pure;hased the ferry 

rights in 181] and utilized them under lease arra1Jf.ements 1Jntil 18lfh, 

when a ioll bridge was comfleted across the river. A ~m 1844 to 186J:,. 
when the Confederates burn

6 
the bridge,, Hason argued, the United States 

had failed to operate its ferry~ Applying the State law to this case~ 

the Circuit Court of Jefferson County accepted l:lEson's argnement and 

31. National Archives Record Group 121, Entry 78,. Tray No~ 1. 

32. Ibid,. 
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declared that the·U..SoGovernmentr-Neer ferryvas not a legal one • 

. Attorney James D. Butt, of F.arper's Ferry and actine a:s an ci.gent for 

the Government, and General. N. Goff, Jr., United States District Attorney 

for West Virginia:, :ma:<le application to Judge Jackson of the • s. 
< " • ' 

·.District Court for West Virginia, at Wheeling,. for an injunction to · 

·restrain. Mason from opera.ting his ferry under the County Court ~ 
Ma.son and his. attorney, n. :B. Lucas of Charlestown,. argued be.fore 

Judge Ja,ckson that the Government could not OW?l' <?: franchise, and that if'·. 
it could; sti11 itwa.,,..s n'ot in existence in. 1869 by reason of the. disusit 

for ·twenty years; hence the United States had no ferry to sell in 1869 

and also that the E'ederal. Court could not interefere vrl th the judgement 

of the County Court, under which Mason claimed to run his ferry. 

Judge Jackson overruled the objections raised by Mason and Lucas 

and decided that the U.S. Government could buy any s~t of property when. 

they needed it; that whernpurchased for a constitutional purpose the State 

laws could not affect it, and that non-use could not be set ttQ against the 

United States.. The injunction requested by the tfls Attar , was thus , 
'.. . 1]/ 
gran~ed. ~ y ....;,.,,,,,~._,,,,,--,__,--~-----~---~,··· -··-.... ~-'"?';<'>!<-, -•• _M""M""',--,.....,...._~---_.,.....,..... ___ ...;..,:.._~ 

33 • Shepardstown Reg-ister,,, W .Va., June 8 ,1878, in National Archives R.G. 153, 

Box 4h. It was not argued.in court,. but the Act of Congresa of August 1,1842, 
which granted the Shenandoah Bridge Company the right to construct a toll 
bridge across the Shenandoah,. was granted on condition that 1tall agents, 
servants{slavesJ, and property in the service of or belonging to the United 
States shall pass and be transported free of ton.n This same reservation had 

be made from 1813-to 1844, when the v.s. leased out the operation of the ferry 
under contract. It would appear therefore that the U .s. was exercising its , 
ferry rights d~in the operation of the bridge'. . 1844-1861. ~ l{ $~ ,, 
~ ~'°A_,,4 <- -=:4 'a- ),(c"-',._/~ rf v-1.JJ! Co 1 "1""'-1 """""&..-~c /c #<ffld~•j )._ J.SC{).,....JK -I-A..-...~ ' .. 

A-u~t;,._<11 J ~ 1"F:6 7, v /~ 
_-::_-----~'":::;; __ cc_-~.-.---·---::·::::_ _____ ---··--
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for 
The deed 4'tthe Ferry Rights, indicates that the U.S. Attorney 

Nathan Goff had taken John W. Neer and Company into the U.S. Court 

in 1878 in order to oppose James M. Mason's claims to the ferry rights. 

Following this vie tory in court, in which United States rights to the 
,_ ,, 

· ferry were cleared, Neer' s bonds were cancelled and acting tinder orders ~ 

from the U.S. Court •~',the u .. s .. ferry rfights on t..~e Shenandoah, the 68~ 

acre ferry lot an the south side of the river, and the ferry lot on, the .. ,, ~ 

north side i.n f!arpers Ferry were offered for sale at public auction en 

February 14,1880 by Attorney Gciff. The high bidder, at $ 605.00 was 
34 

Joshua Cavalier,. who received his deed for this property on Nay 22, 1880. 

Lot,l, Block G., Shenandoah Street. 

· As has been several times noted, Hrs. Harriet K. Neer, whose 

request for an abatement of the price of $ 150 she bid on Lot 1, Block G, 
was rejected by the U .. S. in 1878, 

Shenando-ah Street, assigned her rights to James M. Nasori, ferry 

opera ter, on February 27 2 1878. When he lost his case in court 11 

he no longer needed Mrs. Neer"s claim, and Lot 1, Block G, just 

stood there and was not offered at sale in 1880 or 1884 .. In 1886 

James D. Buttf, the Harpers Ferry attorney who had assisted Goff in 

the 1878 ferry right case, obtained H17'.1 .. Neer's 1878 abatement request 

to lot 1, Block G from the lady and offered to buy the property from 

the United States. Apparently deciding that some money was better than 

t. 
none, the Secretary of War finally abated the price of Lot 1, by reducing 

it from$ 150 to$ 118.00,which nutt paid on April 17,1886. 35 

34. \ijeed of B. &. s. Special Cor:imissioner Goff, for U.S. to Cavalier, 
Hay 22, 1880, Deed Book , P. , Jefferson County Court House, 
Charles Town, W. Va., John W. Nee.r's 1869 bid for the ferry rmghts had 
been$ 1,700.00. 

35. Deed of B. &. s., U.S. to James D. Butt, April 17,1886. Deed Book P, 
pp.,'18" 226-229. The deed traces the abatement back to tl1e 1878 
claim of Mrs. Neer. 
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l., Plr~n.ning for 2.;-.. ot1:er ~r~le <l 18?8-·SS: 
P._ft.er about one cir:d one-1-is.lf yeecrc of effort, the Solicitor 

of the Treasury, Kenneth P..e_yner, assisted by the U .s. 2)istri0 t 

Attorney for West Virginia, !:i. Goff, Jr, hc.d been 2.ble to clear 

the title to 150 items that had origine.lly been 11 sold11 at the 

1869 sci.le. The Act of June ll,, 1878, section 3,,, a1ithorized the 

Solicitor to offer for sale all such lots that had their titles 

properly cleared • Section 4 ~lso authorized him to lease any of 

Goverr:J'llent property for any term of years," if he deemed it 

d . t !l 1 eype ien J• 

.t,,c~rdingly, Solicitor F.ayr1er decicsd to offer 1?6 i terns, 

6! 

including (:):•the ·water power of the Poton2c; (2) the ~·rater paver of 
'I 

the Shencmdoah;.( 3) the timher rizhts on 1,395 2.cres of lz.nd, 

2nd (4) ttll: building lots r,;ith seYen buildings standing on th"'.lmo 

n·• 1 t ' ' 1 ' t 1J ,... T • \~ ··~ '"'5 l c f":Q .;, ne sa e F::>,s o oe '.'.e a a_, ._::i.rpers .r erry, :-1. .' R., on ;_;:,ay c: , _L: .). 

at l: p .II .. Unrler the terms of the S!<.le ::i.ll purch2.ses under ~- 50 .. oo 

had to be p2.id for in ca:::ih eond purcL'='ses ex::ceedinE that s::.m hsd. to 

pay one-third of that rur.ount in cash and the be.lance in one and two 

· t,_., 6cl · + .i. • th l" b · d th + years Wl 11 fl. lDvereSu? Fl 8, J..en eJ..ng reserve On .. · e rropervy 

to sec11re payment of the notes.. Purchasers co11lcl p2id all in cash 

if they chose, but the settlement<: h2s to be nade in ten de.ys. 

'2:.'he".'e i;.ras to be no easy credit 2rci obtai."1im: control o:· :Jro"'Jort~r - ~ ... ,...,l.J 
c 

·vithout _putting dmrn any money, c:.s hcd been the case in 1869. b:L. 
(:For the 123 offered for sale i_ri 1880, see Chn~t .. lJ o .. ll, f'. ·• 

The Solicitor 2lso. had under his 
·~ eb I 

See Chr;rt No. 12, that he offered 
I\ 1880.) 

control in. 1880 2~ ·2ddi tio!12,l lots, 

only for lease and not for sale in 

? .'' !o.:rtnounc.:: ~ent, n by Ke11neth ?.2.;yner, Snl i±itorof the '2: re':lf'Ury, Y'"'Z: ~-n 
ne1"!'8IJ2,:,;ers <i.lon~ t~1·:? Ea.st roe st i!""1 ec.rly· 2.Si30, ?·:c:t~_on8l ~~re ~i't?"0s =~ .. C: o 

l?l. Fnt:r7 75, 'Ir2.:r ?..,. 
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'H .. C2.mr E{ll Lot No. 7 1 

I C ~mp r:IiJ.!l Lot No • L. 13 2 

,J Camp EilJ Lotr Noo 6. 101 11. 12. 13 

1 (' 1·1-il, ,_,,, a.mn _ ........ -LJ. Lots Fo. ~'- 6. 2 

H .... CaTI10 EiJJ Lots No. 3. 60 ') 

0 C~?"!D Ui_l:l. ._..._ :Lot No. ~z , 
.J.. 

p Cp..mp HilJ Lot No., 6. l);:.:. 16. 3 
r, 
~ Ccimn 'H-ilJ ............ ..i... 10 
R c:r·::~_J 'ti·fi •• J .. L 8 
t::" 

""' C.oi.,.,r;::· :r~ 1, , _ _,__..._ c' 
,,,./. 

11' Cr:1~1r 
iJ • ..,., 
---~...'....!... 

., 
..!. 

,." u 2 ,., 
~ 

..., _, 
;:;o~ 2, 2 

AJ.. .,, _,, 

B3 Camp Hilfl Lots llo o 2 _.,,_ 3.,. 2 
t· i' 
... l..) 

I') 
'-

Ca!ilp 
,-
il ti ,, 

•" ID Lo ... ~ i'o 2 3 l. C '-'- .·, • ' , 1-,' w h 
IE ri""~ ........ 

V!..-.~'~i-1 
'P"'~} ·il..l.. Lots :·:o .. l · ?nc 2., ? 

C t?~:r!P l:il}, IT /' a 
CG CCLTI!;;, .,-11.J, .r .............. Lots No • .3 and 6 o 2 

0 ..... ,..,......., EilJ, vc .......... .t" 
UP 
"-J.J.J. Lots No .. 6JJ_,_8., tf ':) .... 
JJ c~JrtT} ~:ilJ, L·ot-:: l.:o 1 L ~ 6, .7.R .1n.,1 .•. 1), ~ .I.' •• -""' -:,;_,..-'• .Z....'.Jl... ..... ,..at.._._..._JL. __ ~ ··-r• 9 
'VY 
-~· Ca:rr,p Hill l.t 
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1 ?] 1 ots e.rld h houses: 126 



"Accordingly, on the ?5th of l~y, 1880, under the authority of the 

speci2.l [1878] and gener2l law, respectivel;)r, I offered for sale by public 

2.uction at !-Iarper's Ferry, the lots prevously quit-claimed to the United 
States, 124 in number[ he had created an additional lot, c~ed out of 

the ~fosket Factory tract_, v'hich was located on Potomac Street and knovm 
as the 11 Bluff Lot.!! J •••• as also two pieces of water-powG.,r-· previously acquired 

in payment of [F oC. Adams'] debt. The proposed sale was advert:..sed for three 
mo:rths as providPd h:r law in several nev:?pci.pers published in the vicir.ity, 

2nc1 for e less perio·::'!. L1' the principal ne1,rsp2pers in the great rn:nmfacturine; 

e>.nd commeric2.l centers of Boston, New York, Philadelphia, Baltimore, Pittsblrrg"h, 

2nd Cincinn2.ti; as also by hci.nd-bills distributed c:md displayed a.t about 

100 post-offices in the adj2.cent and nei3hboring States .. I should say 

th2t nottdthstanding this general cmd extensive advertisement, no :ir:quiry was 

received at this offlice, either verbally or in writing, indicating any 

desire to be infor::ied as to the volume, cape.city, or adaptability of the 

~· .. ?.te:r-pouer, vj_ th 2 ~cieF to a rn~rch?.Se Of the rroperty" 

n:.t the time a-;:ipc,inted, I attendee the s2.le in person. The lots Pere 

cri.ed off in the order they a!Jpeared in the printed catalogue distributed 

anong the crowd preserit, e.nd 81 Pere sold, · reali:d .. ng the su:r.i of 

~ 1·,64.h .. oo, leaving 43 unsold, subject to further action under the special 
act.,. The J:' otomac rPter-po~·rer property we.s also offered, but only one bid 

of ~ 10,000 ,,Tas received therefor .. 'Ihis was considered so disproportioned 

to the ereat v2.lue ::if the property· the..t the same was withdra:vm from s2.le. 

I'.efore proceedir:0 to the pl2.ce of sale I had ci conference 1d th the Secretary 

of the 'lreasu...7, as the sale was subject to his approval under the provisions 

1 . u . Q ~+ of aw 1.n regard to the reservation of a bid on the part of the m.ted ..,tc ves, 

in order to prevent an undue sacrifice of the propertyo It was determined e.t 
this c°'iference that the same [ l'otom2c wc:.ter power] should realiz_e to 

the government not less them :!; )O,OOOo No offer being ma.de for the 

Shenai:c1oah Fater-pm~er, it w2.s not put up for sale •••• o 

F In 2ddi tion to t:he ?roperty elready me!ltioned, there are ?9 tmm lots 

belonc;i~:;; to th 0 United f.tates, 1/hic!l Fere not quit-clained to the goverrBent 

urider the p:".'ovision2 of the act of lf> 78, Pnd lj_ke the water-poFer property, 

di'.", rot bcco!'le subjsct to sc.le tL~.der that act. 'I here is no authority of law 
to sell these lots o As in the case , 1f the i;-:ater-poFer :'ror_;erty, they rnz.;y be 

leased for a tern of yE'e.rs o ':'~..:>of: these lots are irr:t})roved by d:Fell:Lng houses i!! 



'~ ·vpr:r bc:.d heve :rented for a 

!' 

lease the s2.ne. '.:'here gas been some correspondF;nce v-i th parties concerning a 

project of t:r~is sort, but it embr2.ced no subf:tanfil.al offer worthy of considsration. 

Inrle;ed, .::: doubt whether it is pnoticable to lease the property to the adv2.nt<IJ.ge 

of the government ••• .,11 

J..fter discussi:r-g hor the former great industrial.. plant of the Armory, 

Fith its subst<mtial darns, c2.nals, rt.1 in!:' of buildings 2.nd mechinery had been 

l~r:i_ng 2.ba:ndon'"d ±:'or ?O years,s the Solicitor turned to the Sl1enandoah plant, 
C0~In.Pi~ti!lg: 

11 ':he -V<'iter-power of -the Shen2.ncioah, as cor.structed 2nd used in earl:r 

ti_m.es [12-10-61], is now of little v2h1.e, beca1,1 se of the chenges in the river-bed,. 

made from time to time by devastating floods [in 1870 and 1877J:, so memorable 

:Ln the region, ?nd of the almost certain pro~ect of~·.~ ·>frequent overflow o 
11 ••• 11 

11 £'or tv10 dec2.des thif' whole property, on both rivers, h?.s been goine to 

destruction by the fill int; up of the cF~als or race-;,reys, throutjh floods in the 

rivrr :;?rh1d:;=-2lly; but t,~, tJ:ie continuou2 disinterr"l.tion of the c12r1s; by the locs 

of' :r22te~ial thr0uch -::::e c1ccpP<:>d2.tion of tresp2.ssers; anc by the rust end decC>.y 

c0n20:;_uer;t upon the e::v::posure to the '·Te2ther.. 'lhere POcW.d e.ccordin;l~,. seeT'! to be 

r:o ::-ea son on the :;::i2rt of the government to hold the property for better ;irices, 

bu~ ever;;'" reason to part vi th for any reasonable sum that ma:r be offered ••• n 3 
3. !"~est:~l t~ of t!:.~ l RBo Sc.le: 

':.l'ie c1eei1s ~t'sue1 !b!' L11ese items, show that ?Li house lots and four houPes 

were sold on ~Iay ?),lBIJO for 2 total of~-, 3,978.,.00o- In addition the 1,395 
S/8 2.cre tirlber riD'hts r:ro-:-iertv war. subdivided into b:o tracts, one of 512 
- Q .... .... ... .... 

acres c:.c::.d the other of 883 acres, which Fere sold to tvro parties for a grend 

total of $ 560 .oo. Total proceeds of He.y 25, 1880 sale ·vrere thus 75 
4 items sold to ?? purchas.ers for c tot~»l of$ 1:,538.oo. The records 

·~· 
-, 

also 

inr:lice.te that 2.:f'ter tl-i.is date, and probably in 1881, the Solicitor rold five 

2.C.di tional house lots to fOU!" pure ha sers for a total of ~; l?O ,,00. 
5 

f?J These five lots were: Cemp Hill: Block P, Lots 6 and ll.1 ; Bloclc Q, Lot 8, 
/ };:;::.c. Bl0ck JJ, Lots 7 and 8, see Solicitor's final report for the sale of Hay ?5, 

/ 18Ro, dated October ?9_,1E'i85,_ in House of f:.epresent2tives' _;xecutiYe l.Jocuments, 
( Vol. '.'O, 1·9th Con,:;ress, 1st ...,ession, l085-b6, ~eri_r>l No. ?Jfi7.,Doc. ?O,:pp.;-90-?91

0 

I
. 3 V -;: ~ r c ., . . + -"' t"li :;. .t.. C' 1 T i:· 1 S t ~ .._ . • "·• ··c...J'Yl8 ' uO..i.lClvOr 0.l. .• e ... re8.sur:r, L•O n<r es .... ~o-s;er, ecre e.ry 01 vile 
. 'Ire2sur;;~, tT;mu2r;:r ?J,1813?, i.n ~'.0use of Le::'resentetives 12:cecutive Docunents, 

\'ol 10 S"'.,...;,..,l Fo -;:n07 T'.o on+ l·~ 6f n -:_ C:: ~ -...i...c -'-, 1 .......... ~.._., ~· e '- t ) ...._, (!LLV\i_._ ... u .... o. o, .i.~P• _,, ...,...,. •. 
L

0 
~;2tj_onal Arc:hives ~~ecorcJ Group No. l?l, Publk I.'.uildinss ServicP,, Intry 52-

n''errer.fir Jeedf .J._,J L2.Clc's Cor:veyed by the OrcJna!'ce Ie;iertment, 1800-19?7, ·rol. III, 

~559- 59c:. 
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With this adde~ to the May 25,1880 sale, the final results by 
January ?3,188?, stood as follows: 

Year ·tots Houses Amount Paid 

1880 27 $ 

1881 4 _ .. 
Tota1: 31 

.. 
1880 2 560000 Timber ri ts, 2 #~ct 

Total: 33 .. $ 4,658.00 

. For the 79 house lots sold in 1880-81, see Chart llO. ]2, on page rJ., 
The Solicitor's Final. Reporl to the Attorney Greneral on the Hay 25,188C 

, ds.ted October 29 ,188 5, also gives the final total :for the 1880-81 .. . 6 . 
sales as $ 4,658 .oo. · ' 

Chart No. lZ also shows 26 lots that w~ pe offered for lease, 

two lots' sold for -~ 605.:oo 
,~ ... 

··isso inelttded, the grand totaf: of' 

82 lots, 4 houses, and'the 

.tota.1 amou~f 'paid was $ 5,263.00 •. ' . 

6. Ibid., hep .. .J:.xecutive Doc. 20, p.?91, Serial No. ?387. 
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I.'YI''. coI.I'1 LT TFF .?J..IB OF l! .S .PLTBLIC Ll~HDE' AT HA.:.'tPEn'S FERFY, 

:·!EST n::~'..1J.IlrIA,, ON HAY ?5,, 1880, and for I'ii:re Lots sold in 1881. 
CHP.RT r:o. 12 

J..rea "' ' No. of 1';)~ sold 
~:, 

Sher:2_n~o?J-1 Street 
H 11 

!'. !! 

If II 

l1 I! (!~o. ? for lease onlv) 

1,2,J,4, 7,8. (1To., 6 for lease onl~r) 

No. 
.sold 

3 
6 

0 

6 

1 __ .;;;....1-___ __._ _____ -1 __ ?_7.;.., ......;.• ___ <~_L_o_-'-_l.·_1_8......:&=·-2 ... G.· ta_.._· 2-houses. :f cr lease onl v 'I l 

L1 13 • (Lo+, 10 for lease onlv) 2 

? 

2 
1 

6..i.lL,, 16. (Lots Ho. 8 and 10 for lease onl.:;z_) 3 
_( Lot !1..t Block L not ,sol~} J. 

1 
1 

4.• 
6., 1 

l 
i--~~t---~----~~~~---+--~-'·-0~~----~~~~~~~~~~~~~- --~~----+--··~~.....i. 

(Lots 7. 9_2_ 2.nd 10 for le2se only) o 3 

(Lots 5.~P:_.~9 ,JD for lease on~). 0 

l_,_ ;. r10 + 1,10 ,., f' 0 .,,. 1 p~ "'"' 0 ,., 1.,r \ 
\ 'J ... • -: ~· - __ _,_\...I..... ----'-,i I• 2 

(Lots No. L '1.nr1 5 for lease only) 3 
+-·_E_:::_-+_11 ______ 11 ___ ~ __ 11..e-_2...;.." ___ _,(~3 and l for lease onq) 2 

PF Tl It 2 -:i \. c:' 6 7 
_,_..,, ..)_ L,J_ ../ ..1. '..!. -'-. 6 

~- 11 
P 3_, 6. ( L-,t No.? for lease on~)., 2 

.J:-ili ii 11 6,_7,R"' 3 

n: I! 
11 

- '..;> 153..,t.L_;_ ( 5.l. 9..110_& l? for lease Or'ly)C~~.i'~ri:.d..13 
LL n " ?,_3-L 5-2.. 6, 12. (13 o.!!d 14 not soldl S: 
:n-: . n i: 3..:. 7_,_ 9., Plus !!Bluff Lot,iotomac Street( h not,)~,'"' 
----- ----- ------ _____ ..; ------ ------------- ----------------------- --------- ----.... ---1 
'I ota1 : J..?3 house Jots and Li houses off P-red.1.1880: Sold 4 houses end 7~~ 

'I furifur rights on 1~ 3-S 5 5.8t'.1 acres Il.irhts on 5J..2 acres------------ l 
b. olrle lot-, this dividerl. j_nto tvro lots., P": ht ;..(><" l •• is;" s on <.Ju.) acres-------------

Tott;::.lJ lf,80-e1: 81 j~e'n.s f0r $ ~, 658,, Fi th L houses" ~ 560 for t irntier 81 
r:.i::i-._ts ci.nd ~ L...:. J98 .. co for 79 house lots and L houses .. 30 hu;<{ers • 

?6 lots 11c--:id.o>r U ,,S. control fo:r lease or:J-.r: 



. ,.. 

iO 

Revised 4 /15 /80 

Turning Cases over to the U ~ o District A ttornez 

for West Vir[inia,, 1880-1881:. 
sold 

· In .1880, a fter havmng abated,and cancelled bonds .for a total. 
. ........, . . . . . ""' ' . 

of' items::, the~~: still remained a. number of purchasers who. had . 

failed t~ :~~t~f;·:~b~~e their }.ots or .canceJ4f. their bondso The · , 

. Solicitoi:~f:'~~!~reasur,y rei'ered the bonds and notes of :thBse i!eople 
: .. ·· •·;r-Ai i+f ~.: · · .. · ·· ' < ... · -"'., .. • 
ta No ~·o.t!~llt~X;.,:U:~~ District. Attomay for West Virginia, at Wheeling, · 

for ac.tion:.in·the. 'lcSo District C'oun~.r for West Virginia,. to force the 
' 7-.' _:.._. - -, -:--.;;;:" ~·",~¥· -:~-:";~: :.,, - ;, " :"", - . 

people to·~t.oz:;;2retU:rn th&: tiUe for t roper ty to the United 
Sta:tes: ··.'.;i,. ;; CHART no. __ ,_.~....,. ------------

Lot Bloc 

13 UM 

4 

• Nay 12,1880 J runes H •. Boden-$60 oOO 8 ... ~1 

u 

· Muy D. Coe ,.. 
.,;_~":!' 

May 12,188oi 

"-~ 

Iray 12,1880 Samuel Irbey -$"' 42 oOO 8 0 " 
,~}'"" 

liarch 23,1881 Hatrw.n Johnson -$ 16 .. oo 12 ..,. 
~ ... 

fl 

Camp Hill 

'11 

u 

Not cleared 
iru 1884., 

·abated for 
$10.00inl885 

not cleared in 
1884. 

not cleared' in 
1884 

Acre ?bated for 
$755000 in 1885 

I! It 

Abated for 
$20.00 in 1885 

Not settled 
in 1884. 

'1ot settled in 
1884. 

9. May 12,1880 Ellen Kin.g -$ 148 .oo 2 No .. 2 I! Not settled in 
in 18840 2 

o. May 12ll889 P ..H. Strode $ 110 .oo 
. ·heir of Edward Lucas,Jr,_0 • 

Jolm H. }fa.rtin-270 .. 2 
3 

Jolm G· .. Mitchell 150.0 14 
,,_ 

Hay 12,1880 rohn Co Storm 46000 8 

GG 

c 
v 
JJ 
JJ 

KK 

p 

" 
Shenandoah 
Street 

ramp Hill 

11 It 

It !I 

abated to 80o0< 
in 1885 0 

Ab~.ted to 20 .OC 
in 18850 

Not cleared in 
18840 



D2tc of Actinn -- PiJri:?haser-Bid Lot Block Loc!'ltior p '! •• em2rKE o 

~ T 
g. cobinson :::traver- 61.00 7 Camp Hill No-t, <:'ff.cored for ' J S~.L ___ 1~84o 

J a!'le s We2Yr:;r -? 5~. d;-6--+-I-<:K---+-,-, ---,-, --+--1'-io_-'-_0_c_l_e_,a_r_e_d_i;..;n'"".--+ 

--,. Jl~ 

liarch 23, 1881 
1884 • 

...-~~~~----~------~ ...... ------------------~-+~~--+-----+----------+---------~~ 
Joseph T. Young-lOOoOC 4 

Vc.lue: $\i.O?l.OC 20 lots. 

abates & p2ys 
" 20 .oo in 1885 o 

It '·'01_i_lr1 s;:pear thcit this referral to the UoS• District Attorney 

he>d, or could heve h8.d, the; effect of inducing si:: people to ba.r~?i'1 rith 
the Secretc::.ry of T:!2.r in 1885 2.r1d :p1rch2.se thei:c- ~ 7 lot~ :;.t c::.b2.ted prises. 

" Co 



CH.~J?EIT V 

1. )>ref"'ar_ing....:::;...:;f_o __ r_.tl ..... .,_. e_l_8_: 8_L.;..~ _s_a...i.._,_e_-,'--1_8_8_?_-_S_L...,·._: 

188?, Secret2Iy of the 

the Secretnry of War, 2.nd the Solicitor of the 'Ireasury were com1ineed 

that bec2use o: v::::t changes that had occurred in industrial techonology 

::::_r1ce 186l c..;id c:.lso because of 20 years of com:tJlete neglect, the ·vater 
1 

:r:oFer facilities at Earper 1s ferry could no longer be sold at high priceso 

They believed that Congress should be informed of this problem and that 

a law should be :?<'-ssed whic!'l. ·voulc_ authorize the uater power rights to 

sold c:.t lower and more realistic prices. 

Congress too}: c.ctfon on the m2tter aI1d .s.fter ~tud~rine the question 

:;::2::sc:c 2 la-:.; t::.at 1:as approved on July L,18fl!.;... '.rhis l.ct 11 aut:10:dzed c.:nc' 

C.irected, n the Solic-i tor of the 'l reasury,, " to m;:>J:e sale of all the real 

estate and ::?:'iparian rights now o~ed by the G overn.ment of the U!1ited St2tes 
c..t Harper's Ferry, ••• such sale to be 2t public auction, -vrith:mt reservation, 

o. < to the highest bidder. e. .. Provided , that the prope::?:'ty shall not be 

rnld for less sum than twa"'lty thousand dollars•" 'l'he last be:L."'1e a la.rge 

:rsc':,1 ctior, f::'.'orn the ~. 206, 000 bid for these wz:ter rights in 1869 .. 

Sectio:-.. 2 of the act direct:sd tr..at at least one-third o.f the purchase 

m2.de h&d to be pc id iri_ cuh, a."1d the credit portion was to bear interest at 
the rc:te of six percent per c::..rnu.B. After making their cash payments, the 

;:;1'.T'chasers ~:e:re 11 to bE' let into possession of the premises so purchased11 but 
they vrere not to receive their deeds until they completed their final 

payner:ts.. 2 

1. Letter fror.; the Secretary of the 'lreasury :L.""1. rersonse to a resolutior. 
of tte I:ouse of tte J..6th Lnf'.t2.nt [l882], re le:. ti ve to the so.le or lease 
of re-r-+-,,-;,-, l""P!:ol p<o+<>+o "''"'d '•ri.·p.,.,.,l."'D 1'"'l·C"l'r1tco "'t H::1r~e"''"' ''er....-.r 1·' \in a'.,,-'-oa-.... , ··- vc.~..:.J. -· _.. ...... _ _,,.._ -.·~ ""'"--' ~-"··'-- ,._ c...-.. c:.. ... _ c_; .. ),.._; c:.. .L ... ._.:. .... .i;- ..... i...- ..1. J..,J' •·•·"C:..o' Lc;;..V'-~ 

Janu2:r-y ?7,lf18?, Fith o.~ther letters, in House of F.epresen&tives Exeottive 
Doc~'llf:nts, L7th Cor";;:ress, 1st Sesfion, \ol. 19, Seri.s.l ~;oo ?Cf??' .....,oc., r~o ... 66, 

) pcibes. 



r . ..:nner terms of the sale of October ?2, 1884, all purcho.ses nn(1er 

" :t 100000 had to bE; made in cash , over that sum, one-third in.ca.sh, 
".:\ 

o".le tr~irci in one year, end one-third in two ~rears., -
?. The Jctobsr ?2.188Lc SE.le: 

' • OP,) 6 ) ~-csof.::...:._.v;.gly, on :Jctooer ??,loc_\, at l p.m., 7 items, including 7..:;. 

house lots Yith two houses, and the vrater power of the Potomac and ShenPndoah 

F.j_vers v-:rere offered at public euction at H..::irper' s Ferry. (See Ciart lJo. ~··· 

for the 76 j_tems off..,ered). 

Seventy-five items, includi!lg the vra:ter power of both rivers, and 

73 house lots and 2 houses w 
), 

to 28 ;n.crch2sers. ~ (See 
ere sold for 

Che.rt N.oo ~ for the~ 

The money v2.s paid & follm;s: 

Buyers Lots Houses ~ mo· 1 n+ ..,....:..; d ..... _, L. • v x_C-..- • 

73 2 ~ 6 _,Ll5 .,.oo 

' items sold)., 

1 
1 
1 

Water Por!•er Potomac25:)~00f ""'1 
Water power of Thomas H.Savery 

Sheri2ndoc-.h --------- 810.00 
.J. l 

Total 28 7C:: . ..-' 2 

E~ar 
....... "-4;'.:' " - " ~' --~ - -- . .... 

:o Purchase:r'S ror Lots 

18%.: 18 ) 1 '? 
-i-'- Cash 

18SS 2 2 

1886: 8 30 

1887 , 1 
75 ' 1'.Lo+2..1_ ~~2>_ 

All ;:iaid the _ai:roum:,s 0ue in accordance '\>a th the terms of the sale 
• -L.4~-

8Y'.c'. the lc:st deedi1'
1
for the '.··ater po-,;er of the Potomac, was issued on 

., 'I 

.April 1?, 1887 ... -

/ 

3. riational Archives Fee cord Group 121,, Entry 75, 'l ray ?- adveristr,1ent for the 
188L sale. 

!.1 • ~T2t:'..c::1al .b.rc::ii.res Record Group Noo 1?1, Pu.blic Buildings Se:r"1rice, :r.ntry No .. 
79., nF.ecords of federal L2.nd sold at auction on Octo??,1884-Sales of fa.rper 1 s 
Ferry Lots, 11 onE: volumes. Also F..,G., l?l, :Sntrv- 58-11 1.'Prrentv Deeds to Lane 

Corveyed by the ()~:-dr2nce Lepartmrnt, 1330-19??,"' TT'f, pp. 59t)-6?6· and 
fi::-ie.l report of the Solici 4:,!lJ:o of the 'Ireast'ry for th12, October ?2, iB8l1 sale, 

d-..,+crl '),.,+o'oe1"' 00 lRRc:'. .;.,., CO"" of ··-."-·( ·p ....,,... .· .... ~t· TC> r ,+·~ro T.• nor+c ~-u~, ~vv - c_,, __ , . ...,_,, ....... u ..._._,e · -· . . •.• el:"~ese"L'"" l\-S •. Y..ee.1.,l,_ •• el-' ,,,,,, 
Yolo ?O, ),9th Congress, 1st Session; 188)-2.6, Serial lfo. ?327; Dec. 7, Part~, 

pc.ges ?92-?93., 
5. E.G. 121. fnt:ry 5t>, 1v!arre11ty Deeds_, Vol., III, P• 6?4., 



Lots Offi::re~ for ~e.le c..t 

BlocY: 1 .. !'ea Noc of the lots offered 

2heCJ.s.ndo2h Street Lot l!o.,, ?,,_ brick hourn • 

I It ll 

Lots N hrth o±' 11r 11 5 and 6• 
18~ vTi th brtck house • ( Lot 20 not offeredJ 

Carrp Hill 7 • 
I 10 • 

II 

No. 
offered 

1 , 
2 

1 

l 

1 

5 
l 

J 6, 10,ll__i_ l?i l~~ (Lot 7 not offered) 1---::p:---t--'":":"""'------+--;;;J.....;:.;;...L;:;::::;z...:::.;;.,z.._..;:;,;;:,L._..;.._ _ _:__.::......;;.::.::....::...:..:..~---J..-.:::....--J,. 
lO • ( h and 8 not offe'Y'edJ.. 

V l,2,3,L..l_.5., ( lot 6 not offered)o 

2, 3~ 6. 
7, 9,. 10" 

cc 
L, 5. 
3. 

IT 
HH 
J,_T 9, l?, 13 ( 2 ac-1d 3 not offered) o 

2,5,9,10211~12 ( 62 132 ~not off'ered).,. 

LL 7 '; s Jo 9, io~ n. 
(lots L2 8....t.l3 no+ offered) 

~-------~----------------- -----------------------------------------------
?L bts end 2 ho is es offered for sale: ---1'72.ter pm·rer of the Poto¢c D:iver and 7? acres1 Husket Factory P-rounds 

WatP.r pm:er of Shen&n~oa h ?.iver,_ 13 acre~ F:.ifle F2.ctor.r grounds 
T~.tJ. 76 items 

.AdverT~ent, Nationtl Archives hecord G:roup No. 12li Entry 75-
~~arentyDeeds and Correspondence~ 1796-1884,, for Pub ic Lands a:t 
rierper' s Ferry, '·a•", Tray No,, ::'"' 

Q ,, 
7 
' 
h 
2 

5 
~ _, 

3 
6 
2 
2 

l 
2 

1. 

6 

5 
0 

---;r---+-
74 

l 
l 

76 



Block 

G 

lerrJ 
Lot 

I 

I! 

tr 

11 

Lots No:r th of 11 " 

n 
• ..-1 

T ti It 
~ 

J ll I! 

0 !! ti 

II ti 

K !! 11 

!I 11 

!I n 

!! 

11 

II~ ; 
' 

I! 

Hoo of tbe lot.t sold 

10. 

(Lot 11- not sold) 

(Lot 1- not sold ) 

( fe~y rights ,68 ;;ic:r~s 
Q.na tv:o nouses' ~mu; 
::ihenandoah. )}o;:, sold • 

of land 
side of 

(Lot 7 not sold) 

(Lot 8 not sold) 
( Lot 8 not sold) ( 4 sold in ies5) 

(lot 11_, no record of bei~z sold) 

7)_ 

Ko 
so1d 

l 
0 

0 

0 

l 

2 
1 

1 
1 

5 
0 
1 
0 
0 

7 
!! !! t--~-S~~-t-~~~--~~~~-+~~2~L~3~·-)+~~~5-~=--~~~~~~--~~~~~~~------~~-+--~ ___, 

U i;_ 3o (Lot? not sold). "~, ~-·-
;r 
v 

y 

llo. 
1..A 

B:S 
cc 
DD 

EE 
FF 

2 

II 

t• 

II 

1t 

I! 

!! 

J\ 

!' 

11 

It 

11 

l' l..!.2.3~Li5o (Lot 6 not sold) c'. 

I! (lot l? not sold) 0 0 
' If 31. 6., (lot ? not sold). ? 

fl 3 
!! 6 

I~ 2, 4. 2 
11 2 
ti 3. l 
ll ~ 8. 2 

GG fl ll i Lot ? not soldl• 0 
fIH !1 fl 

JJ II II 
-;r :; -:-~-

9,,_ 12_, 13. _(block KK ... 13,JJ~,sold 1885). 3 

" 11 KK +------r--------+---2 _,...__5 ..... '.1._9_., i.___10_.'.1..___~-4--1_2_. (J:.pt 6 sold in 1902). 6 
i------t-.,------,.....---+---7'""_,___s ... _, ____ 9....._,_1_0.,...,,__n_.,..;;.· ~cg,"''~*-- . ~ ·J • • ___ ~ 5, LL 11 ti 

ll Tl ~ ( 4 sold, 188i Lots 8 and 13 not sold) o 0 
1--_-_-_-_-_-_-_-_-1-~~~~~~~~-1--_-__________ ~---------~-------------------------------------~------~ ----------------?3 hous lots ar.d 2 ho:':~ es of'i'ered: Sold 2 hoiJ.ses ar..d 73 

1 
\\&t.Pr im·er of tri.e Snenanc oah P.J_ver v'lth ..L3 acres of ..!...end •••••••••••••••• 

'.;:.-..,:..; .i.'ll-!-L.L : 7;i l°S':''l'." ~oJ..d Tor 'i,:,..,3c.,.)1;i,:(b. t 6 !·l~,.,76 for 73 lots 
lb house lots still ... 10t sc ld in 188:::i 0 Sold to "a purcnc.sers o 

75 
,etiorcPl j rchives .:~scord G. C:'.'-:::' l?l, Puhlic Duildir.zs Service, Entry 52>, 
''.!?rrPntl~ ::Jeeds to lane Cc::•veyed by the OrdnPnce JJe~2.rtment; lfiJ0-1927, 11 

(L vols), Vol. !II, PPo596 to 626. 
Llso Y:.G., l~l, Ent~,. ~'o .. 7P- lll·eC'0rcls of T'ec1er21~Land Sold at .. ,,.~- - l· .Auct ·on 
on October ?2, 188!.,, $2}.i:;s b:f: llc.:::-per 1 s Ferry Lots ;:;,ales Eook, o:r..e volurrie. 



Revised 4/15.h~O 

The 1885 sale; ~t Lots: 

At the close of t,he October 22,1884,. the United States had still 

not disposed of 23 house lots and one dwelling house. B&tween 

January 2! a..YJ.d June ?6, 1885; the Secretary of War,. as has been noted, 

;.1as able ,to sell seven more lots to s:bi:.of the 186g b!idders_by 

·~bating the total bid frcn1 $ 2,.735oOO t~~'$>905.00o The f'ollowing 

lots v1ere included in thE 1885 ·sales: Wager Lot .2U with a dwell.ing in 

the lilager S.iX Acre Reservation; and on Camp I:lill, Block P, wt Lt; $ 

Block JJ, Lots 2 and 3; Block KK, Lots. 1.3 and 14; and Block MM, Lot 4o 
Because the3e prices were ahated and all buyers p.lI'chased the same lots 

they had bid on in 1869. This grou f lots and their proceeds :have· 

been included under the for the lB69 sale ( See page 

J;3lock C, Shenandoah St:r ::t , in 1869 and paid nothing for the 

Finally, on April 17,1886, the Secretary of Har abated the 

price of $ 150 bid on Lot 1, Block G. Shenandoah Street, to $ 118.00 
7 

and this lot was purchas ' at the abated figure by James D. Butt. 

This left left 15 u.s. ··'.)ts, one with a house on it, undisposed of 

on December 21,1886. 

5. !rational Archives Record Group 121, Entry 76,nDeeds from the United 
States~ Ha=Fer~s Ferry, Ordn2nce Department,,n II,, folloYing page 6o. 
The deeds for these seven ~.o+.s have been loeeely i~s2rted in this bolume 
for the December 1869 sale ·• 
6. Deed of B. &. s., Decen 

Court to McGraw, Deed _Jc 

7. Deed Book P, pp.226-229. 

1 5~1885, Special Cor;.rni.2sionc;: fer U.3. 
., _ 54. T~e Solicitor of the Treasury 
tur~- the case of Lot 11,Block. C,over 
tne U.3. Distr~ct Attorney to ~lear the 
title in i330-0l. 

has 
to 



CBJ.PTFR VI 

t'LS'.: \IRQINIA, 16)2 to 1885: 

On Jc4ne ?3,1085, just 89 years and eight days from the date 

vrhen the Fnited St2tes Government had pu!'chased the first tract of 

12.rld for the purpose of establfushing a national armory at He.rper's Ferr-J, 

the Solicitor of the 'lre2.sury 2nd the Secretary of War succeeded in 

clifposing of th0 last bs.tc:b of Armory land at that town 0 From the fall 

of l 79S w:Crn:1 the first s".:lc:.11 zro-up of armorers had arrived 2t the tiny 

settle~,ent 2.t Harper's Fer.:::-y, u..ntil Arril 15, 1561, Fhen Confederate troops 

from ·v:Lrgir::ie. \.27j.zed the .Arm.o!'y, the economic groKth, industrial development,, 

2.nd rr:::•f~)eri ty Of the tm:!l h2.d been alT'lOSt entirely dependent 011. the 

operatiorcs of the National J.rmory. Employed in the ar~10ry -vrnrkshops 
I It• 

were bPt1··een ?00 to 400 men annu2.lly. 

'Ihe Confederate desb11x·~tion of the U .'2. J..rmory at Harper's ferry 2nd 

removal of rlost of the~ m2chir1e::-.r~ 'rJu,,"'1e 28, lf>6L· proved to be 

e. ne2.rly fcta...l blow to the economic i\::.t.u:re of the to1m a For 2.lmost 25 
years, frorr: 1861 to 1886, the "Chief induetrial asse. of Ee.rper~s Ferry, 

t?yO<H-6 /t) I 

the F2ter ?ower of thP Potom2,c 

s:rsten of dar'15, c2ne.ls ,. ruined 

and Shenandoah F~ivers, ·vri th an extensive 
factories, 
~.· , and abandoned machinery, 12.y 

destruction thc.t he__d been 1·Toug1-it by war, the 2ction of time, and the 

de::::>edrations of m~"l .. for-. twent:r-five years, the econdm'(J-,0."";1~ development 

of th.e to-v~n of E"!'1'Y"r 1 s Ferrv stood almost com;:;li:otel::r ·· _pc:>r2.lyzed 
~ u i· - ; 

be.fore t'h.e wat"'r 1:heels began to turn aeaino 

For si:-:teen of those ?5 ye2.rs, the suspended industrial dc::velopment 

e.ppearr. to have been due to h:o factor...._,s: first, to a carelessly written 

law, t'.-1e Act of Decccnber 15, 1868 > 1-:hich permU.ted the pr~1perty of the 

1. Durin3 this period on the Ealti:riore and Ohio ~~2ilro3d <?.nd e. small 
ird:J.s+.rj_a...J. redevelopnent. on the I::lr:nc of Vire;in:h.:s offered err.:;_Jloymen+ 
to the forner Arnor'tP:rorkers" 'Ihe industry on Yirginii.'.s wcis 2180 

s 0~'erell:T c2ne.3<?c1 in tre noods of 18 70 2.ncl 18 77. 

ft B crl,..!cr: .. J I 7'i,f;. '-vi /Jcu"f,~w· 3 "1 f t6c> ~ u.,,.._-r;::_(S-t~ $fJCA fa-, fi .. ,..,.....( ~ ,I\~ 
It I --11 r. '· , 

. CJ 'P /0.) ¥,o 'l) '.-:>._ '1? Ji 7 c-,.._f te_ ~"<'~CV j ;::; ~'.;] /11.( '';:it? o' ~/..,t5 fa d!r.~., )...~!' 
1f>;l1~r;l.s-;os-l;y C1-: )-.~.;.,~ fl/;i>5FL't!I, c;-9 3!,yt'A. . .».~co~~s'-fv(..:c/1v;-~-:;< . 1~\\\, 
,,., _ ,.,., ,. , __ _ _ .., , • / i _ ,.,, Ir.. " t 11 v- , / ..... c-. / A / v '· ,r,, ,..,, '""- , r-. , , J• ,__ • • • wBP'v 

\ 



property .. 
2ric1 elloFed tbe n pur-ch::i.sern to t?.kP control of the c·~ · ~-

J. . -i 
. . 'Ihe P·"'Co:ri-1[ factor Y2,S 2 sm2ll 

e;rnup of unscrupulous s;tcul2tors he2ded hy ! rancis C. J..d2rr- s., -r.Tho took 
l 

full ac1v2nt2ge of the easy credit terms, and e:t little or no cost to themselves, 

oht2j_ned com:0ete control of the chief indudrial assests of Harper's Ferry, 

not for the :-it1rpose of rebniltfij_ng the wci.ter rower, but of using the property 

to high~ C' ck the Fal timore e.:'1d Ohio ?..ailroad Company o 

ri'f-;e <Tp2:rent success of the great 1869 sale of public propert:r­

thi:-- l'.I.:i.~:-'CJSe.1 of s0711e ?LS ~.tmes fo'.':' ~ "97, 79; .50 -'-•;~ne::'i. 01~+ to be a 

complete illu.sion. The:- T-':~-"cei .States Cove!'.'.1.ment~.X 
th~t 

a:-id the' t'.JT·:n of E?!'pers : erry vre:re plunged into a legal 

of ::ction j_n the 1J ,,S. Con!'ts (187?-1876) and two acts of Congress ( 1878 e>.!1d 

lA8h) tc extract thel:'-:...selves fromo By the tri>1!'1e 
r 0 seJ.l 

2t>le to - t~&? 1'.·:2te:: ;o~<:er of t1:1e PotoE1ac e.r!.cl 

-vhen the Fni ted Ste.tes -vrore 

~henanc' oa:.'1 to 

develop it, technolccics.l ir::. 

,.,"' pc.ss:. Ind.ustr:,. 1-TCS 

Bece.c~se o-!: .floo3 da.r:iages, the !'1.illf O!l the ::slenc< of Virginus 

clofed no~:i-: foreYer i"'l 12 R9 ., Bt1.-: ths Shen?.ndoah 1tJ ood Pulp Hill, located on 

tte loYsr H c..~u., or rr c n-;.,.1,,, f:'..,,..,to.,-.i;r Tc:l,,nr'l F"S eri=>cted -in 1897 "'"'d "'-' ..- - ..... o-• ... -.~-~ .c.-_, .... ,,;, _..._. _____ ,.._; .·~ ,_, ....._ __ ,(\i t:4 ... 

next 0eYeloped 2. si:r::iliar ''nod pulp mill on the Potom2.c F.iver, Fhic!t contim.'.ed 
, 

to fuc1ction until about 19L2-. 

fron 185? to 1885, can be SlL'TlmE.rized as follows: 



R.evised 4/15/80 

CFJ.ET No.il;#li 
SALE OF PUBLIC LANDS OF THE U ..S .AfilIORY AT HAEPER 1S FEPJrr, VTRGilU.P- 1. 

1852 to 1885 -
~ ...... "f.v;~'-

' Year Purchasers Lots Houses AJno'tmt Payments Complete 

1852 (18 52-1868) 

1869 

! . 1881 1881 
.;;;.;..~---1---....;;:;;..:.,..;;....;....__... __ .-..::::; ........ __ -4-~~..;....-1-----_..;;;;.;.;..;;...;..;;..;+.-,~-----..;;;...-----11 

1884 1884-86 .. 

l 1885 .. 1885.;. 

~1· Subtota1 In Town 

1 

. ' .. 1 () 

... 

0 
' 

•. 1884 __ ..,, ____ _ 
.. '\ 72 

0 

605.00 

810.00. 

25,.100.00 

.. A .. 
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CF.ART NO .. 

A BALANCE SHEE'lr * T!!E ACQUISITION AND DISPOSAL OF THE PUBLIC 

LANDS OF THE U .So ARMORY AT F..ARPER 'S :F'EF.RY, \';'E::T VIRGINIA, 

1796 to 188, 

Costs of 
Acquisition 

Proceeds .from 
sales of 

92 acres hn U.S. · fusket Factory-
tract on Potomac; 13 acres in $1.l0 .J164J~2 $ 
U.S~F.:¥J.e;:.Factor.r, pn.Shenandoah; I 

One ·acte·· urU.S.· Arsenil. tractJJ · 
Water power of~the Potomac. and . ··.• . 
. Shenandoah Rivers,; 338 acres of· 
residental larid. $1'lbdivided· into 

503 house l~ts~ Total 424 a:eres I 
t-~~~;;;.;...;;;....;;;;.;;..,;;.::;.;::;.......;:.:...;:;.:.;;::.z.....;::;::;:::!....::=:-.::;.::::::..+~~~--~~~-1.~~~~~~~~-1 

· Perpetuci.l Rights t~ cut timber 
on l, 395 5/8th acres of land. on 
south S'.ide of Shenandoah P.1 ver, 
opposite to Harper's Ferry 

Byrnes ,Island O in Potomac River,. 
72 acres, opposite to Harper's . 
Ferry 

erry .1g s on . e 
P.brer, 68 ac:res and 2 houses on 
south bank,,, ·:ferry lot in Harper's. 
Ferrv · 

Subtotal-Armory at Harper's Fer 
,9 ac 

5,ooo 

--------------
$ 13.7 ,525 .05~ 

Friends' Ore. Bank on the Poto. mac,. 51 000 00 ., . 
1 600 acres 

------------------------------~----- ----------------
GRAND TOTAL: 3,549 acres $ 188 ,525.05~4 

in 1886- l lot for $118.00 
1, Block G. ,Shenandoah Street 

. 500.00 

----------------
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unsold lots 

As er: January 1 there were still United States lots 

at Harper!I s Ferry that had not been sold: 

. 'Lot No., ll~ Black K,, Camp Hill, has been offered for sale in 1852 • 
. /Michael Price' had bid $139 .00 :f.or the lot but· never ·completed his payments 
... ::·•:·t '' '' ' .J. :' '· .. ' .,. ' .... · .. ,··. ' ' '• ' ' ' : ' ': . 

.. 'for the pJ.ot.':The;lotwas·.ne-ver o.:!:fered;"for. sale in 1869.i·I880, and.188Ao..·. 
'·{Fro~ its: st~g~;/~:Pe·.and itslocation;'Lot Nooll was probabit'a vertica1 

. lot- a non-I.ot,, Ioca~ 'on the edge. .of" <if cHff or fl} a ravine., . . ··. ' 
. · . /· .. ·. .. :m the Wager ~ix; Aerelf'eservation.,. . . 

. ; Wager Lot .. ~NQ:. 23/1\..was purchased by: the United States GoV"ernment. for 

$ 900.00 on March 7,.1848. Alexander Kelly,. a blacksmith, who had; sold 

his leasehold to part o:f Lot.23 and his title to part o.f Lot Noo 24 to 

the United States,··· agreed 'to purchase Lot No. 23:f'o:r"'· $ 900 o..00. The U iaS. 

credited Kelly with· $ L47 .J2"'. the money owed hi.in for the sections o.f 

Lot.s 23 and 24, and billed him for the balance,. $ 450 .68 > v.ihich the 
'"'"," 

blacksmith agreed to pay· :lll bro installments o For reasons besi known 

to' himse Kelly failed to make any. further payments, but he and his 

heirs. posusse,d, use and paid the tp:x:es on Waiz:~r1Lot No. 23 from 
• . ~"" .. 11~ • . r · :ure . . 

'1848 to 1893;• The United States~ noticing the .ato pay,. took possession. 
;, " ... ( 

of Wager Lot 23 in 1893 and on March 8 of that year leased the property to 

E. s. C)tmmings,. under the :terms of the Act of' June 14,, J.878. CUlTl!Tl.iilgs 'was.·· 
:. ' 

still renting the lot in 1897, when ttMiss Hendricks, the only legal heir" 

of Alexander Kelly applied to the Solicitor of the Treasury for permission 
~,. 

to buy the property at the 1847 balance of$ 450 .. 68. The Secretary of War 

apparently a,pproved(. or failed to disapprove) of this araangement by 

.l.'1arch l?, ~97 and Wager Lot No. ?3 was probably sold to Miss Hendericks for 
$ 450.680 (l) 

i$ 
(1) A rect!al of the facts in this case in National Archives f~ecord Group 

No. 153, Office of the G'udge Advocne Generc:J.,. in Box 45. 'Ihe U~G> deed 
for Lot ?3, if issued)i6' not in the National Archives records. 
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$ 250.00 on the lot at 
the 1869 sale, failed to .pay the purchase 

price or have his bond cancelled in in 1878. The lot was not offered for 

sale in 1884. George. L. Weave~ agreed to pa/ 46.00 for the lot in 1902 

and on December ll~l902_, the Secretary of War issued the deed to Weaver z . 
for the vacant lota 

.. On. May 12,1886 Clnd llar6rr 23,1881, .the Solicitor of the Treasury 

turned. the bonds of' the 1869 bidders over to the U oS• District Atto:rne}ir 

• for West Virginia for collection or t(l clear the title. for the follm.ifng /JINU 

lots: on Camp F..i.11: Lot 8,, Block O; Lot 2; Block U; lot 6 Block VJ 
. · Lot I2- Bloc.K X; IJllll; 

Lot 2 1 Block Noo 2;; Lot 8- Block P ,; Lot 2, Block GG;. Lots 81 and 13;- ·. 

·=-~J) National Archives F.ecord. Groups 

1 1 and 152 ... do not contain any information reveali.ri.g the fate of these 
t . . 

iots·. The sci.me is true ±\.Pr Lot 7, Block J, -v;bich the Solicitor did not 

include on the list sent for action to the U .s. Attorney. NoM
0
of these 

lots were offered for sale on October 22,18840 
_,_.Jl,..~,-'"---··--~----·-"-' ---·~~-___...,,. ______ _____,__.., _____ ~--~ --~---~ ·"----·------.. --~-----· -- - ~-.~-~--~·········· 

The ·solicitor haif th.e:-~uthority ·tc,1;a:se ·the.above IistedTots·-~"-'- ~ 

ti,n<;l ITJFlY have done so; the u .s. Attorney may A,lso he.ve sold some of the 

lots in the U .s. District Court for West Virginia, but as has been 

remarked- the records of these deeds or leasi.ri.gs are not in the National 

Archives.Record Groups that were studied. 

2 .. Nation8.l Archives Record Group 121, Entry 76, 11Volo II, p. 6o- 'I'his was 
the final deed to be entered in the volume that contains all of the deeds 
that were issued as a result of the 1869 sale. 

J. A Special Commissioner sold Lot No. 11, Block c, Shenandoah Street, to 
James HcGr aw for $ on Deed Book P, p • .Sh, he giE try of 
Deeds, Jefferson County, Co'urt House, Charles Tovm, W <;>Ve .. 



BI310JPJ_~y: Pri.c":ls.:rr Sour"..' es : 

J.... l'i2tional .Archives Record Group'~o. 121, Public Builriine;s Service: 

1. Entrv 58: tt~farrenty Deeds to Land Conveyed by the Ordmmce Departnent, 

1830-1927 ( 4 vols), Vol. D:I, PPc 555- to 626 inclusive, has the 

deeds for the Har,rers Ferry lots sold at the May 25,1880 and_Octobe:r 

2?, lf,81; sales. 

· H7~,,.ner' s FerrvJ ( ) 
2. Entry 76: "Deeds From the United States Ordnance Del-'ertment, 11 2 volso • 

Vol. I, paee 1- @ 201 and 403 to 491 hes all of the deeds iss1J.ed as 

as res'1l"t of the 185'2 sale of Hs.rpers Terry Lots. Volume II, pp.l to 59, 
has all of the deeds issued as a result of the 1869 sale. Deeds for lots 

donated b:' the United States in 181'$0 are on Pages 221- 25lo- Deeds for the 

sven lots a'.Jated in 1885 are inserted after page 59 in Vol. Io 

3 .Entrv ?f!f: One 'l'r2y- Cnnicelled Bonds of the 1869 Harpers Ferry 
Sale of public lotso 

1:arpsrs Terry t.bater·ient Cases under the J~ct of June 14, 
1878, fron" the 1869 sale of public lots. 'l'wo trays. 1869-18800 

5o Ent!"".{ 79: nt•ecords of Federal Lcind Sold at 1'.uction on October 22 2 1881+,H 
SalPs of Harpers Ferry Lots, One vol. 

6. fntry: 75: Two Trays: Harrenty Deeds 1md correspondence,1796-1884, 
for Public Lands of the U .s. Armory a.t fa>rpers Ferry, Va. 

1.'lclucles earl;;' land purchase deeds a:id deeds and leases of the 18L?-;)6 
purchase of Ue::er 2ix Acre Reservation Lots for some $ 50,000o 

B .. 1·-:citional Archives Record Groups No. 153. : Office of the Judge Advoc<::te 

General, Hilite.ry rt8 servation Division, 1809-19h2, West Virginia. 

2 Uoxes, l;o. L14 and 4.5o . 
and correspondence from Armory officals. 

1 .. Box U~. Deedsfor purchase of Land for U .s • Armory at Harpers Ferry , 

1796-1860. Agreement of UoS• v~ith Potomac Company, 1807, for 
right of 1·:ay through U .so Lands alone the Shenandoah P..:i,ver. 
Lists arid inventories of U .s. LJvlelling houses, 1848, 181;9 ,18.50, and . 

1851. 
2. Sox 1:5 Dater rel2t:ing to the sale of U .s. Public Lands at iic:.rpers 

} 'erry in 18 52, in cludine a c oMplete set of U .s. Armor.1 P?:rrae sters' reports 
lfl.52-1860 on the collection of p'°iyr:i.ent.s on lots and houses from the 1852 
sale. .Also date:. on Wa ge:r Lot IJo. 23, lSL 7-lf\97 .. 



c • .D~ed :SooY:s, h.egistr;;r pf Deeds, Jefferson County, Courthouse, 

Ch2rles Town, W. Va. 

D. D2cta from the Congressional Documents Series on the Sales of 

Bublic Lands of the u.s. Armory at Haryers Ferry, 1867- 1885. 

l.ttLetter from the Attorney General in Answer to J.. hesolution of the 
House of 26th }farch last[l86?], relative to the title to property 
at Harpers Ferry, 11 December 5,1867. House of Representatives Executive 
Doc1:ments, 40th Congress, 2d .Session, lo"§"F-1868, Vol. 7, Gtt~~~'~•~'"·_-
se!=ial No. 1330. Document No. 17, 7 pages, includes an abstract of 
tj_tle for much of land. 

2. 1tt.nnu2l Report of the Chief of Urdnance to the Secretary of War, 
October ?4, 1871, i: House of Representatives Executive Documents, 

Vol. ?, Pe.rt 1, h2 Congress,~ Session, 1871-72, Serial No. 1503, 

Po 25:?-253 .. Eeport failure of purchasers at 1869 sale to make paynents 
due on their bondsQ 

3. 11 Joint hesolution of the Leeislature of West Virginia in favor of the 
pascir.g of a ·hill to resell the Water Privileges at Harpcrh rerry, 

Ja.ffcr.ry 17, 1873., 11 i.ri House of E:epresentatives 1-!iscella:ieous Documents 

Vol. 26, L? Ccn§ress, 3d Session,,. 1872-73,. Serial No. 1572. Document 

lJo o 69. one page. 

4o Eeport to accompany bill S. 67 by the Committee on M:i.litaI"J Affairso .. 
for the :~elief of the purchases of property at Harper•t:i rerry •••. ,nJanuary 

11,,1873, in House of Represente.tives Reports, L:? Congress 3d Session, 
1072-73 1 Serial lfo. 1)76, Vol. l, heport No. 212 two pages. 

5. 11 Letter from the Secretary of War Relative to A Bill[ H.F... 3594] 
to authorize the Attorney-General to adjust the cla;m of the Government 

upon the pu:i;chasers of property at Harpers Ferry," February 13,1873, 
House of F.epresentatives Executive Documents, L:2 Congress, 3d Seesion3 

-11572-73,, Vol. 11, Serial Noo 1569, Document No. 214, one page. 

6011Letter from the Chief Clerk of the War Department, communicating, 
in compliance i:rith the Senate Resolution of Deeember 4,1873, information 
i..ri relation to the[ 1869] sale of Government property at Harper~s Ferry, 11 , 

Decenber 12,1873, in ·Senate Executive Documents, L.3d Congress, ls:t 
Seesio!', 187.3-7L, berial Ifo. 1)80,. Vol. Ji_, Document No. 6, 32 pages, 

includi..rig a copy of t.heHllap of ~::.rpers l erry, n by s .. Ifor.;ell Brown, 
Lpril '.?, 1869, shm~ing the 2L5 lots of public land offered for sale 

ir1 l:ove"1her-December 1669. This doci.llYlent:?P, uhich is a m?jor souree 
of ir1fornation on the period, publishes scores of letters,1370- to 
July 15, 1873 reg2rding the sale .. Pages ? to ll consist of ci. det2.iled 
listing of everJ bidder and eve!"J price bid for ea.ch of the 2L5 lots 
ci.nd a :Y-eco:::-d of each bidders pa:r:,1ents on his bonds, lG70-1Ei73, 



at the 1869 sale o A Copy of ExeC'tive Document No. 6 vas included in 

Ja'Se P. Noffsinger's 11 Harpers Ferry, tJest Virginia, Contributions 11N'C:Tds 
a Pt:1~:::ice.l History~.' 1 ( 'I'ypescript, National Park Service, Eastern Office 
of Design and Construction, Philadelphia,. Pa., November 1958), pp. 135-161. 

7. Letter of the Attorney General 'l'ransmitting, in compliance vrith a Senate 

Resolution of JanuarJ 21,1874, information relative to the sale of Government 
property at Harper's Fer7~;. ~1!;V 6,1874,P In Senate Executive Docur::ients, 

li3d Congress, 1st Session,, ~rol. 2,, Serial No. 1581, Document Uo. L.8,.Part J..,. 
i \ 

16 pages,. publishing scores of letters,.December 17,1872 to May 1874, 
relati..11g the la.rids e.t Harpers Ferry. A. major source. 

8. Lette~ ~fom the Attorney-General Com.'1'IUI1icating a cornmu..~ication of the 
United State attorney[ N. Goff ,Jr.] for the district of West Vireinia, 

in relation to the sale of Government Propert3r at Harper's Ferry, n May ll+, 
1874, Senate bxcutive Documents, h3d Conzress, 1st Session, 1873-74, 

Vol. 2, beri2.l No. 1581, Doc. No. 4B, Part 2, two pages o 

9." Eeport fror1 the Commttee on the (: Judiciary to Accompany bill H ... 11.. 

549 to authorize the Attorney-General to adjust the clain of the Government 
upon the purche.sers of property at Ilci.rper' s f'erry," May 27 ,1871~, House of 

R .,. t· '- t i.3d r 1 t c • ¥'17!:-7.ll~ N 1626 'epreser1 uC' ,l ves -~er.ior s L;. vongress s -.Jessrunn,. -.;eria_ • 0 0 ' .. 

!, .,. 
neport :Jc. 616, 3 pe.geso. 

10.11 Report of c>. Senate Comrr.ittee to accor:'lpany bill S <> L54 to authorize the 
Attorney-General to ad just the clain of the Government upon the 

purchasers of pro1;erty at Earper's :Fer:ryi:r'' January 26,1875, Senate Reuorts 

of Com."T'.itteo, L3:rd Congress, 2nd Session, 1874-75, Vol .. 1, Serial No. 

1632. Hepprt No.,556, ~ourpages. A~so repri~ted complete,pages 5-to 50, 
.:>enate ""Xecutive Document l;o. 6..uerial No., 1580. 

11. 11 Report t!D accompany bill S. 774 of the Senate Committee on Claims ••• 

authorizing the Solicitor of the 'l'reasury, by and with the consent of the 
Secrete.ry of vlar, to cancel certain contracts for the sale of lots of land 
made at Harper's Ferry in the year 1869, a nd resell the same, and sell or 
lease all other real estate and riparia.n rights now owned by the United 
States;... at Harper's Ferry, W. Va., 11 Nay 29,1878. Senate Reports, 1:5th 
Congress, 2nd '->ession,\(Vol. 2, ~erial Noo 1790, Report No. Li45, four pages. 

1in-1c-J 
l?. "Report of the Solicitor of the 'l'reasury to the Attorney-General, 11 

lJovenber 17,1881, 11 Sen2te Executive Documents, 1881-822' Volo 1, Serial No. 
1,S96. pp., ?Fl-80, and 92. Reports pr,gress on abati:r..g 12.nd ceses 2t 

Hrrpers Ferry under t11e /.ct of Ju.'1e 14,1878 o 



l.?. t:Letter from the Secretary of the Treasu:r:;r j_n response to a resolutj_on 
of the House of the 16th instant[ Jc::nuary, 18E2], relative to the sale or 
lcase of certain real estate and riparian rights at Harper's Ferry, w. Va., 11 

Ja:me.ry ?7, 1882, 11 House of Representatives Executive Docur1Emts, 

l7th Congress, 1st Seesion/Yol. 19, Serial No. 2027, Docunent No. 66, five rtzr-i :F 
pages. I:.eports results of sale of Hay 25, 1880 and discusses problems 

regerding the rernini."lt; unsold public land. 

l4.11 1:eport to accompany R.R. 1625 from the Committee on Education ••• to 
direct and authorize the Secretary of War to coney by deed a certain lot 
i.'l"J. the tmm of Ha:rper 1s Ferry, W.Va., to the Board of Education of th2.t 
dirtrict, for comm.0!1-school pu!'poses, 11 in Hol!se of .h.epresentatives Reports 

of Committees, Vol. 5 , H»th Congress,lst Session/:.;,;Serial No. ?25?. 
- . l t::J-2'¢ . 

F~eport No. 1353, one page. !;;o action was apparently taken on this proposed 
donation. 

15. 11 Report to accomp2.ny bill H.R.1628 from the Committee on Public Buildings 
and Grounds ree;arding the Sale of United States La.'1ds 2.t Harper's Ferry, ~Jest 

Virr,inia ,n ?fuy 7, 188L, P. ouse of Represente.tives Re orts of Cormnittees, Vol.6, 
L8th Congress, 1st Session, ;3-1 erial No. 22 , .:Leport No. 1 25, 
t'\.ro pa~es. 

16. w••eport. to .?.cco'npany bill. E .R. 1628 from the Se!late Com.rnittee on l~-il it2ry 
A.ff airs, authori .,:_.rig and directine the sale of the re2,l e st2.te and riparian 
rit;hts nm:;· ovrned by the United St[l.tes at Hc:rper 1 s Ferrym in the State of 
\fost Virgini;;., 11 Ju...."'le 24, 1El84, Senate F~eports of Committees, 48th Congress, 
1st Session, 18[;3-84, Vol. 7, Se .rial rio. 2179 .. H.eport No. 770, 3 pageso 

17. fl.Annual l•eport of the Solicitor of the IJ.ree.sury to the 1' .. t,torney-Gencral, 11 

October 29,1885, House of Representatives Lxecutive Docu!11ents Vol. 0 
L9th Conf:ress, 1st session, 1885-86, Serial Ho. 2387. Document No. 7, 
Part ~' :::;;.290-291- Detailed report on the lots sold, purchBse:ns and money 
coll.Pc tee'\ from the 11a.y 25, 1880 sale of public lots 2.t Harpers Ferry;, 
Pages 292-293, similarly dete.iled report on the October 22,188L sale of 
public land at Harpers Ferry, w. Va. 

Eo United States Stc:tues at Large(l79L1-l88L). 

Fo National Archives P..ecord Group Ho. 92- Office of the Quartermaster General, 
Consolidc-.ted Correspondence File, F.P.rpers Ferry, West Virginia. 1886 letters 
:e~a ting to Q .M. U .s. llili tary Railroad buildings and also claims for 

militcir;r d2?1age to :private structures. 

G. SePrardt,oFn Pegister, 1:!.Vci .• , June R,1878. Lant: article on : . tr2.al 

ir U .so Ilis4:.rict Court for Hest Virgi.ni2., Wheeling, regarding the 1813 
ferry raghts of' the United St2.tes on the Shenandof:h . hiver. 
"o-n~~ of' + · 1 · ,- + · l '· h · P r:' · ,, 1 1. \..' '}.;',) - ctr vJ. c e in ~;:;_ v 1 m:e.~ .t'.rc .l ve •. f'C orcl Group l;:; 3' Box .l~. 
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.3 • Sulliv?.n, Arthur L tm-; sto · B 'ldin c • ., n_ ric ui gs .Jite $.urvey Report: Wager 
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Ferry lfational Honvrnent, n (NPS Typescrint, Harpers Ferl"'I, n.11., June 9,1959;, 51 pages. ... • 

10. Smith, Philil' R.Jr., 11 Historv of Harper's Gravevard e.nd the Pine ... ~ . 
Grove Cemetery, Camp Hill, 1803-186.5, tr (NPS Typescri 

}larpers Ferry National Honument, April ? , 1859), 7 

lL S~ith, Philip R. Jre, 1' History of the Public School, the Harpers 
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16 pages. 
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Sr.;.ith, Philip P . ..Jr., 11 Histor<J of the ll!ethodist Protestant "' 
and Odd f ellm.:s Hall, 18L3-1868, 11 (1!PS T;rpes~ripi: 
Harpers - err-.r fo::itional l'fonument, riarch l2, 1~'59): 

15. Snell, Che..rles W ., 11 Histor.r of the Presbyterian Lhurch, 18L 
(~JPS 'lypescript, Harpers Ferry National l~onumen­
Jtme 9,19)9), 15 PP• 

16 Smith, Philip R.Jro, 11 Historic Building heport,, Part II, HiE 
D~fa Section for the Protestant Episcopal Cr 
la47-lt)9_5', St. John's Church: Bldg. No. 48J 
q~PS ~~:Pescripti Harpers } erry National Horn 
~iE-Y L'.5, 1959), l PP• 

17 Smith, Philip R~ Jr.,lfHistory of the rvangelic2.n Lutheran I 

Church, Ca:rlp Hill, 1850-1868," (NPS tvpescrj 
He.rpers Yerry National Monument, Harch 31,J 

<)::~:;' :;~1:: •. -# It I 

.Also see '"E'istoric St!'Ucture Reports for Bldt;s. No.311-35,, 36,_ 
L:5, and 48, for Buildings used by the U .s. Armory,l 796-f!­

e.nd Philip F.. Smith's Histories of Armory I)i,re lli:'-'gs No. 
30, 31, and 32, C2~p Hill. 



/1 

AC~DISITIOl~ LN:J D:ISPC:'J..l. or PVBLF Lf.:::'.:J::' LT 

TH:C U .s. f.I:1 lOILY LT HlRP.Ll~ 1 S FI:J~LY, :.'!::C'T 'l.'IILGiliIJ., 



April 2, 1794 Act 

An Act of Con(;t"eu providin{t .f'~ erection ot the a:rsenai. 

Third Co~es• Sesa. I. ~ 14 1794 

"Cht.p. XIV - An Act to provid.o far the ~ and ~ 
ot Ar$e.."W.ls uii Mag~, Md tar otMr purpooe.11. 

e-eot!on l •• .:l.t, en.a~ \l;y' the &mat...W'14 ~of 
leprea~tives or t.be United st.ates ot ~iea 1lt ~ usmlile41 
fh.e:t. tor the safe ~ingot the tdl.i'k?7 ~, tbere ~All be 
eatnbllthed under tbe dL~eUOI:\ ot the Preaid~ or tht!t United stat•1 
t.hrc4 m" tour arsenals nth ~gadnes, u he shall Jud&•~ 
~ent, in eucll places u rill ~t ae~te the di!tere..'1t 
PL~ Of the United S"tUu. Ji~ ar both ot ~ tr~c:nals h~-Wore 
used at Sprlnztield and. QJ.rl.im1 to be ~ an ~ ct the 
&d.d niwbor1 at his df.mcreUc:u Provided, 'tha'\ nono ot tho said 
ar::aM.la be erea"..ed, unUl pur~u Of i.he land ~~ tor thdr 
ae~t1on bo -.c!.a wilh 'tM ~t. ot the l~aJAture ct the 
date, in drlch the same is~ to k ~. 

Section 2. .And be 1t turlh.a enacted, !b!1t there shall 
be ostubliohed1 at •eh ot the ator~d ar~s, a m.Uonal at"lrOl.ll"1" 
·itt. 'tddch ahall ~ ~qyed one'~~, and ~ ~-~ 
(~ ehall ~appointed bl tu President. ot the lbitd ~s) and 
&a mey wrmeri u tba S~...e:r/ t~ the 4~~ cf ~ aMU, . 
~ th:~ to titrte1 &el no~, so \ha"\ ~ ~l4 number 1.t all. 
~ ~105 shall not. ~ ~ hundred.. J:nd iht sd4 e:u~den'ts 
lhall eac..'l receive. u a ~Uon, seve:n\7 ®llm-B. ~ J!l0nth1 ~ 
1.be. nJ.4 ~~~ .. ~ch, t~ do.llars pe ~..h. ·- . 

Sect!cm J. And bt it,~ enac:W, fbA\ ~ lha1.l. 'be 
ql~ an orticer1 ~ dut, 1\ #hall be (undet- .1"he direv:..Uon ot 
tho ~ent ot .ar) to~ the receidnl1 ~ kffp111i · 
and dir...r!bution ot 'the ld.Uta17.~ Qt the 114ited ltaW.1 and 
'to ~ "° ~ ill ~J to ~ ~ ~ 'l:Jli1 h in~t u ~ ~,.. tor h1' ~' a'\ the n'k flt onG ~ 
bf. \w~-fift dollars p.-~ Ind &!hall M ~ 'bl' the 
~otthettm.W~ . .. 

. ~~: ::.~~·~. 

BffUon 4. .b4 4be it ~ enaoted.1 ~ a sum mt, 
u:""4ing ti.fi7-~ ~11d. 4ollar11, 'M appr.-ated. tar 1he 
~~and ~be ot '\he~ and~ It~, ..... 
and a ma ~ u~ hat;r··~ '\houNnd d.P,"t ~ am .UV­
ti ve doll.arc tC'llf' ~the fXl*M'• ot the nat.101»1 ~-, 



FIFTEENTH CO;\GRESS. SESS. n. Cu. 00, 01, 9'2. 1810. 

./lei lo authorize the Secrdnry nf JVnr lo conrry a !ot or 
Ca•P· XC--;nb lo . I I'• ''ni'tcd Stales !yin" in Jefferson county, in the It /anu c n"tn" o "< '-' • o parce o • ··o . .,, 

,tale 0 Virginia. • . l 
. ab h Smatc anrl ll1111sr nf R,prcscntativcs if the 1 m~c1 

B~ it maclc Y t '. (., bl <.I 'fhat the Sccn·tary of \\ nr 
.1· A · a tn -vnrrrtss a:;s11n r, , 1 

• • 

Stales OJ • mcnc ', nntho~izcd to convey, by deed, in tee s1mpk, lo a 
be, and he is hereby, I t ·l 1. latt<l with the appurtenance,; Le-

. J h Peacher a o or parcc o • • f y· · · 
ccrtam o 11 ' ' . '· J IT n cotirit'' in the state o 1rg1111a, · th me h1nrr Ill c eroo ; • , 
longing to e sa ' JI' 0 ~ ontaining two hundred and twen-

. d l Keei>-TP''t · urnaee, anu c l die t 1e J: h U . l Stale" upon such (('rms as 1e may 
tv-one acres, bclongmg to the .mtc< 't , f .t,lie- United States; and the 
·. d · ve to t e mtercs o f 1 
thrnk most con uci l al l f to deposit in the treasury o t 1e 
monev arising from t lC s c t icrco . 
[nited States. . ' 

APPROVED, March 3, 181(). 

521 

RT AT~"fl& II. 

March 1819 . 

Th<! SP-cretary 
of \Var author­
ir.cd tn convey 
Keep-Tryst 
Furnacf', &c. 
upon terms cou­
duci vc to the 
interc~t of the 
Urnh'J St:itt·s. 

ThC' mOtH'Y to 
be depo~1tf'd in 
the Treasury. 

Tract sold to John Peacher on 21 September 1819 for ~ 15,000oCX' 

Colo George Bamford, Chief pf Ordmmce" to B. H., Butler, 
Secretary of Har;. January l?, 18.37: 

11 ••• 21 though ci: very large sum Has paid by the Weir Department 

[in 1800] fldir this right to dig ore viz. ~ 2L,ooo to General Lee 

[for 1,600 ecres] ancl $ 42,000 to Potts, Hilson and North[ for 

the right to dig on Lee's 1,600 acres and the '221 ci.cre Keep Tryst 

Furnace] minus :;: 15, 000 for Fhich the '?21 acre tract Rold 

(;n 1819] and although the ore is considered as of the very first 

quality yet it has never been made available to the U.,S., abd unless 

the Nationa,.)_ P.rmory should be established ( somewhere in the 

o/ 

neighborhood) it probably never can be •• •" [Natiom»l Archives hecord 

Group 153, Office of the Judge Advocate General, Military F.eservation 

File, 1809-19li?, Box l~5; .. ] 

Thomas C • Miller of Gettysburg, Pa., entered into an 2gree 1 !ent 

Yi th Col. Eornford to dig ore on the Friends' Ore Bank, 1-Ti tting on 

July ?6,1837: 11 I Fent to l:ork to prepc:..re iron suitable for H2rper's 
Ferry .P.rmory • .Already I have delivered two tons 0

11 l:CPherson and 
Brien also clPimed the right to dit; ore off the Friends' Ore Bank and 

their vrorkers forfced l!iller 's men off this tract, leatling to a contest 
in court., 
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Joint Ee~wlution of C'oncress, !1arrh 3, lRh 7: 

['fo. 0)- II Resolution concerning tltc Purchase of additional Lands fur the 
Vac 0! the United States Armories at Harper's Ferry and Spri11gficld . 

Morch ;J, HJ!?. 

. Resolved by t!te Senate and IIousc of Representatives 1if the United 
Na/cs of America in Congress assembled, That the assent of Con­
~re,s he, and is hcreliy, given to the purchase of additional lands for 
!hr; 

1
1"c of the United Stales armorieH at Harper's Ferry and Sprinrr­

":" · and to the application for that purpose of w much of the su1;~s 
":'~'.r0P'. 1 atecl for n:pairs, improvements, and new machinery at Har­
' ·.' J. t·rry aJJd ~pri11"ficld armories by the act a111iro1·ecl A11<n1st 

The purch:tt'o 
of ndd1tional 
bn<ls authorized 
at Harper\; FC"r· 
rv and ~prin·r~ 
field. ~ 

• · •l"h · I '"' ' " 
. ·- ·• : 1"~ 1tt·L:n hundred and forty-six, as the estimates show to have 
.'' ,.,, 111 tc11clcd for the purchase of lauds and buildings for said ar-
.i1• •rH·s . 

. \i·l"iun r:n, l\larch ::l, J 8.17. 

-----------------------------

Appropriations J .. ct of J..ueust 3, 1SL6- r:xtra ct for 

the Ordnance Department. 

For the pu~rchase of ordnan~~. ordnance stores, and supplies, one 
hundred thousand dollars. 

For current expenses of the ordnance service, one hun<lrcd thou­
sand dollars. 

For manufacture of arms at the national armories, three hundred 
tl1ousand dollars. 

f'or repairs and improvements, and new machinery, at Spring­
field armory, one hundred and twenty-five thousand dollars. 

Ancl the sum of five thousand dollars, out of the appropriation made 
for the said objects by the act approved l\Iarch third, eighteen hun­
dred and forty-five, is declared to have been intended for the purchase 
of the. lots adjoining the armory ground, as expressed iu the e:;timates, 
to wlnch purp0se it has been applied. And of the sum allowed by 
the said act to, be applied to repairs at the national armories, such 
amount as .in the judgment of the Secretary of \Var may be necessary, 
not cxceeu111:; fifteen thousand dollars, may be applied to the purchase 
of land from individuals and from the town of Springfield, l\Iassa­
chusctts, and the assent of Congress is hereby given to such pur­
chase. 

l
, For repairs and improvements and new machinery, at Harper's 
1 erry ' ] d d ,, d . _armory, one hundred and twenty-eight thousand three mn re 

un Sixty-one dollars. 

Contingencies. 
Or<ln.:rncc, and 

.:>rduance stores 

Current ex. 
{l'cnscs. 

lllanufocturc ol 
urms. 

Hrp:urs. &c., at 
Springfield. 

s:>,000, out of 
~ppropriatiun of 
act of JGt:>, ch. 
DJ, declared to be 
fnr purch;lsc of 
lots adjoining nr· 
mory grounU, &.c. 

RcpJirs, & c., at 
Harper's Ferry. 

?07 90 



United States Statues at Large ,Vol. 15, 265-?66. 

PUBLIC ACTS OF THE FORTIETH CONGRESS 
OF THE 

UNITED STATES, 

Passed at the Third Session, whicli was !Mgun and held at the Oily of 
Washington, in the District of Columbia, on Monday, the se.,enth day 
of December, .A. D. 1868, and was adJourned witlwut day on Thursday, 

· the fourth da!J of March, .A. JJ. 1869 •. 

ANDREW JonxsoN, President. BENJAMIN F. WADE, President of the 
Senate. SCHUYLER CoLFA.X, Speaker of the House of Representa­
tives, until the third day of March, A. D. 1869, on which day he re­
signed, and THEODORE I'll. POMEROY was elected Speaker, and so 
acted for the remainder of the session. 

I 

CHAP. Il. -An Ad promaing for tlie Sale of the Lmuls, Tenements, alld Water Pn"vi- Dec. 15, 1868. 
leges belo11!Jinq to the Urrited States at and neur Harper's Ferry, in tlte County of Jeffer-
son, JV est Virginia. · . . . . . ·. 

Be it enacted by the &nate and House of Representatives of the United . ': -:· .. 
States uf .America in Congress assenzbkd, That the Secretary of War he, W Secre:I' 0[ 

and he is hereby, nuthorized and directed to make sale at public auction an~i: ~ea 
Qf. the land;;, tenements, and water pri>'ileges belonging to the.United bo_peity of the 
States, at ancLuear Harper's Ferry, i~ the county of Jefferson, West Vir- H~~r'~1;~~: 
ginia, except ns hereinafter provided, in . .i;uch parcels as shall; in his. ,~-i:~;;·:.-· 

_.- <?pinion, be best adapted.to secure the greatest amount of money therefor, . , ;:;:t:;_:' 
<?n a credit of one and ~wo years, taking· bond and security from.the par- c:H·::.; . 

.. cbascr or purchasers: for the payment of, the purchase-money.f!and that Termi!.t>f sale. 
the proceeds of sueh sale shall be applied by him as follows.::.J>rovide~ .•,:,:;.:.: 
That no such sale shall.be made until th~ :_time, terms, and ,place thereof . Advertis~ment 
shall have been published m one of the principal newspapers jn each of m newspapers. 

the cities of Washington, New York, mid"' Cincinnati for sixty}fays prior · ·. 

·to ~!~~!afu ~fe~:1j~n~'7~~:,e~penses of ~a~~g said sale. '/:~:}~;~:: . . • ;:~-of · 
Second, in 1·efuriding to the. United States the principal sumof purchase- s~~ea. how ap­

money paid for said lands, tenements, and water privileges,b.r the United P 
16 

States, and 1or the ereetfon of buildings thereon. . · ' ~>" 1' ·· . . 

- _,_Third, if any surplus remain, he shall deliver the same' tO such agent Surplus. to. ~ 
~the legislature of t~e. State of West. Yirginia shall appo_int to receive the ~ :~to~~~:i 
same; but upon condition that such surplus shall be received by the puite fund of the State. 
-0f West Virginia, to be set apart, held, invested, used, and applied as a part · 
of the school fund of tbat State, linder and by-virtue of: and in manner 
and form as provided in section first of the tenth articl~'.bf .the constitution .. 
of West Virginia, and for no other purpose. And on making -such sale of Secretary of 
th · ·a ] d ·d · ·1 h £ 1 War to execute e sa1 an s, tenements, au water pnv1 eges, or any part t ereo , t ie deeds. · 
said Secretary of.War is hereby empowered and required, on receiving 
the purchase~money in full, to execute all necessary deeds therefor to the 
_purchaser or purchasers thereof, on behalf of_ the United States. • 

:.. -ir.,i;:;·.·_ -- \-·<··-'' - .- . . ·- - . :. ~-.- -,.T"~ •• - ' - "'. - ~.-

-~·" · Sii;c~ _2;_ -Aiefbf i.t/ttrlli&< ~ted/l'hat the Scrii~~ia~Y:·of \Y.a~~uth.or:..' 
;'ized and .dii·ccted .to convey by deed to Storer College; an·-"institution of 
! learning chm:tered by the State of West VIrginia, .all those ~certalli ·por~ 
! tions of the: ~forcsaid properly1 namely: the buildings. "ivith: the lots on 
cwhich they ntand, numbered. thirty, thirty-one, and thirty-two, and also 
building nJmbered twenty-five, with enough of. the lot on '!.hich it 
stands to give: a breadth of ten rod:3 on· High Street,: otherwise .kiiown 
as Washington. Street, all of said buildings and lots.)1eing situated af:IIar-: "", 
per's Ferry aforesaid, being.the same which have heretofore been assigned 
by the War.,;Department to the,, ~uteau of refugees, freedmen,. and 
abandoned lands, for educational purposes ; and =also -.to convey by deed 

I . 

to the proper persons all such other lands and buildings, portions of the 
aforesaid property, as have heretofore been set aparf by the proper author· 
ity for religious, charita.blt', and town purposes. 

APPROVED, December 15, 1868. i. 

! . 

1' 

·-,}~ ~~:. 

?Wt 
~ :·.~~-

nnd other .'por­
tions to other 
penions. '2 : -~ 

9/ 



United StatAs Statues at L~r~e (11::877-79),Vol. ?O, 130-131. 

v:.£~~~>:·- -· 
·3~ 1~ 1878; · .. · CHAP.192.-An net authorizing tr.e Solicitor of the Treasury by and with the co~~­

sent·otthe..Secret.:uy of War, to cancel certain contracts for the sale of lots of land 
made-~ Harper's Ferry iu the year eighteen hundred and sixty-nine l>y the United 
States;:i:o resell the same, and sell or lease nil other real estate and riparian rights 

. -· .now-<iwned by the-United States at Harper's I'erry, West Virginia... ·' ,_ 

· -~.:- <Be~~ed by the Stnate and Hou11t1 of Representatives-of the United 
Pnreli-1H&r&-'a.t-~~s:"ef:A.merica in Congress assembled, That the Solicitor of the Treas­

f;nrper's Ferry to::o~~ -with the consent of the Se~1--etary of vVar, be, aud be is here. 
q~iftr~;~~· on b.y..,.-amberized to cancel contracts with nnd release each and all pur­
~ · cb~of lots of land from their purchases made on the thirtieth day 

Provi:Jo.... 

or~r, eighteen hundred and sixty-nine, at and near Harper's· 
Feny-r~-est Virginia, whenever such purchaser or purchasers shall qait­
clainrand-:release said lots or parcels of land to the Government of the 
Unit-ed-States by deed in such form as may be required by tlJe Solicitor 
of the-. Treasury: Provided, That such quit claim and release shall be· 
executeCLa.nd·tendered to the Secretary of War withiu four months from 
the passage of this act. 

Release of-pur- ·SEC. 2. That whenever any of the said lots and parcels of land shall 
chaaer. · be quit-claimed and released in pursuance of section one of this act, the 

Solicitor of the Treasury shall, by and with the consent of the Sec­
re.truy ot'.-War, cancel the obligation of the purchaser or purchasers 

-- tbereuf:rutd release the same from all liability to the Government of tho 
Lots m!lY be of- United States for the purchase money of such lot or lots of land. And 

fered aga.m. the Solicitor of the Treasury shall, when he deems it expedient to snb-
- serve the interests of the goYernrnent, have the power, and be is hereby 

authorized to offer for sale said lots or parcels of land, so quit-claimed 
and released Ly auction, after first giving notice of the time, terms, and 
place of sale in pursuance of existing law, upon such terms as in his 
judgment be may deem expedient.. 

Solicitor of the SEC. 3. That the Solicitor of the Treasury is further authorized to 
TTisnry may sell make sale, in pursuance of law, of the whole or any part of said prop· 
or ease. erty, or, if he deem it expedient and better fur tbe public welfare, lease. 

' for any term of years and part or all other real estate aud riparian rights 
now owned by the Government of the United States at or near Harper's 

Abatement of 
purchase-money. 

Prariso •. 

Condfti-Obe of' 
o.ba tement.-

Date-of fill' ect. 

Ferry, Jefferson County, \Yest Virginia"' ._..,, · 

SEO. 4. Tbat tbe Solicitor of the Treasury be, and be is herebs, au­
thorized to abate part of the purcbase-money due from purcuasers who 
have made improvements upon lots of land purchased as aforesaid at 

1 Harper's Ferry: Provided, That in bis judgment such purcuasers are 
Jegally or equitably entit!ed to such abatement: And provided furtlier, 
That such purchasers shall a11plicatioir to the Solicitor for abatement 

, within two months from tlie passage of this act, and, in case an abate-
. ment is made, shall pa~T the balance of the purchase money due after 
:. deducting the amount abattd within sixty clays thereafter; otherwise, 
the debt to remain as if no abatement bad been made. 

SEC. 5. This act shall be in force from its passage. 
Approved, June 14, 1878. 
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UNITES STATES S TP.TUES 1~ T I.JiTIGE,, 

1883-188), Vol. ?3, p.69 

L8th Congress, Session I, 188h 

CHAP.176.-An act nutho1izing mul directing tlin Aal11 of tho rral e8lato 11111! ripa- July 4, ldd4. 
tian rights now owned by tho Unitccl StritcH at ll11rpe1"" Fnry, i11 rho Sf ill•· of WeHf, --·-- -- - -­
Virginia. 

Be it enactul by tlte &nate and House of Rcprc.~rutatii:r.v of the United 
States of America in Congress ass£;111blcd, 'l'lrnt tlw l:ioli<·itor of the Trl':ts- S:•lo of real .e"­
n · · · b 1. l · 1 l' · l I l t' II I I tat .. and r1pan·m 1y m. ereuy ant wr1ze1 nnd 1 1Tecte1 to Illa w ;;a e o H t 11• l't'a '""t:rte right., of u s · t 
and r1padau rights 11ow owue<l by the Go\·cr1rnH·11t of tlie U1Jited l:itatPS Harpor'8 F ;, ;.~ ~' 
nt. I~arpe1's Ferry, in the State of \Vest Virgi11ia, stwh ;;ale to ht\ at West Virginia. 

· pubhc unction, without rei;en·ation, exc1•pt. as ht'f(•i11after prodd!'d, to 
t~1c biglJest bidder, and after not less than l'onr wcckH, public a<h<'r· 
t1~rrneut of t!Je l'amr, in 1;uc1J uewspapel's as the Solicitor, "·ith tho 
r:~m><ent of the Secretary of the Tremmry, may i:;elect for such pnl>lica-
t1<111: Provided, 'rliat the property 8lrnl1 uot he solrl for a less ;;nm tliau Prot1iBn. 
hr('11ty thousand 11ollars. 

Sr:o. ~. Th;it said renl estate an11 riparian rights sliall he :-wl1l Pitlwr Conditions and 
8 '. au en~i'.·et,y or i 11 such parcel8 and di visiou s as iu the ju1lg·me1Jt of the terms of sale. 
~,aal Sohc:tor shall be most promotive of the interests of tlJe Uuited 
St:ih•s, aIHl upon such terms as to casl1 payment and credits :rn tlie Sec-
tf'.!ar_y of the Treasury mny.urescribe, but so that at least one-third of 
~h·· P_nrclrnse-money slJall be paid in c:isli, aud tlle credit portion shall 
ie:irmtcrest · t the· rate of six per centum per anuum. 

11 SEc. a. That upon the cornplinuce of auy purc!J::rner or purchasers of . Conveyance of 
. ie whole of any parcel purchased as aforesaid with the terms of sale, title. 
~ll<:h purchaser or purchasers shall be let into possession of the prem-:si·, ~0 lH~rchase11; and upon full payment of the purchase-money aud 
,:

1
t.
1•·;est Ji~· any be due), the Solicitor of tlie Treasury, for and iu behalf 
1 

H: li inted States, shall make, seal, and deliver to the purchaser or 
\'i~;tliasers good auJ sufficient deed or deeds, convesiug all the right, 
ti '" 1nt1'rest, and estate of the United States in said property or parcel 

lf'!'l'Of J, 
~ , ' a;; tue case may be, in fee simple. 
d,c 4. That this act shall be 1n force from its passage. 
1 Pproved, July 4, 1884. 
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lJo. l. 

: .· '!~ a ~ held tor Bc2:"~ ~ the l'1'll ~ ot 
.Qgto~ l,ZB.'2 l)rl.& la.drill and~~~ with the 
eod.ocU laic.J ~ct lcbett-~ De~ed iaS presented · 

, to eo~t b;f Jclm. BJ'U ~ !uca..9 and Robert Qritri th the 
~tora 'ldlerc!n ~ q. Oath thereto ac~ding to ?Av 
and th~ ea~ being provd. /p! the C'ntM ct Robcrl. !!. Jn!~ 
Wlllic::i Darke~ Willie~ ritnearscs thereto aLn4 ordered 
to 'b¢ · reecrdoo Md on the IX>ti~ ot the Dd.d ~eutors it/ho 
~trl into Bond rith w111htr1 :om-n Cid Joh:l Jcl::CQQ Jwr 
tho1r aecuritie!X int.Mi penalt7 or tivli liundred ~ con­
dit!~d rar their~ and faithful ~at..-aUon ot the 
=id ?state ~iricate !a ~ th= tor o~ a pro'ba.te 
th~cr in ~ t0t'1a 

f~e --.,_ c~ _,- •• -. __ :.' .. -. _ __, 

. . . . ~-"" .. ~- "% ~- ._. ,_· ·,~ -·~2- ~:.: ~:;~-.:.;:: .. (: 

A ~ ~ _. :,: .- '.- :.. . .. . . ·' . . .. . :: ., 
- . . »~~CBC". ~-: . :. . . ~-

.. R;:..· ... • > 

... 
''•' ·.: 



John ~foE;er, Sr. and Others, Berkeley Cn1lr..ty, '\'in_;iniD., to th8 
United States, June 15,1796, for.Approxir'ately 117 <'CY''C:'fi o:f l;rnd, 
?O acres for an If'land in the Potomac F:iver. Nationa.l Archives Hecord 

Groun l?l, Puhlic Duilc1jngs Service,. Fntry No. 7)-1.I2rrenty Deeds and 
Corr~sponcience,l796-18El4, for Public Lancls at Hc1fycr 1s ferry, ll. Va. ? treys. 
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aubJ(lc\ ~ the Exceptions and Co\"etlilllts and protl!dO?'UJ aro:res3.id 
untQ h!m 1.he Aid Oeorp i~~ president of ~e united. 
ste.tea ar..d his fr..tccessors tor the use ot the U?tl~ st.a1.es as 
&ro...~'..-a.14 a.guinst tho cd.4 Johll Weger scn!or and hia DA!d ;dfe 

/o/ 

Joha. waecr Junior Margrett~ and !la'cy" w~ b4 their hclra 
Jointlr·Md Bevenl1¥ and~ the,~ or 1i11 and every person 
a!ld perton:i what:;oevae will ~t and ahA1l i"cr$Vel9 Def'end b-/ 
~c p..~3enis, In witness whe.root the puties l:a:l·;e here nnto 
set th.cir hand!J ands~ the Pe;/ $nd Je:J.r .firct above mtUzi 
signed Gcaled and Delivet'$4 !Ji 
the F .. ,~ ot 
J.rlhur Shaat A George ~\ A 
Bober'\ tnlittett u w lchn i~ 
John.~ Jun.~'~ 
rm4 b3' thtl said Un7' \fa.gm!" in thtt 
pres~ ct us Ired, .!ealea Phil;T1 
tA::nt~~----~-~-~~~~~ 

lilrgre"tt "~~ fj:iJ 

Uar;r ~~ fjiJ 

. . 



/o )._ 

. , . 



L'l T~~ ~crcot I the said Ma;rcr have_ he:~ 
set ~ ~ a~ Co.ll.3cd. tho Seal of th• ~l:frT of 
(LS) t.t~ 't:rld Cl ty to ~ hereu:r';r0 tttiixed' the t.:en:t, Third 
( ) ~ Cf Juno in the J'ear or C'.:z:r .Lord OM ~ Se~ 
lr-.tndrod ~~ nin~ six~~ -- : ~~thw Cl.m-~ ~ 

At a. eo:.:...--t h~d t~ Berkel~ e~mv u.e 24th d!q ct 3Ul:I' im We L"lC.~~ ws t1.~eeacl. b1' J~ ~~ Jotm. . 
~·J~u~ ·tiro ot ~ parti(r.l.-tbsr-eto illch tcgethe rlth 
the·~ Autbentiea~ ~ie6t.~1 u to t.h$ ~ ot. 
J.b7 l.~~ the at.her party,~ the ct.he:" ~~ts there 
on~~~' is ~to~ :r;e~ . . · .. . -- . ., . . - -.. ;. ~ •' . ,: ;:..;,· ,,- , .. -"~·-

-·. !tt!h$~_.· ... ·,.·' '.·:-~: .. :-:;··.I 
~-tf! . 

.. li9....ll'J..'rtf?l:&. Jma 



Deed };o • .1 

llE'ed from '.l'li.omas F~uthc:rford e.ml others, BPr}'.:el"!y Coimty, Vj_rr;in:i.o., 

to the U:1ited States, I"ebru2ry ?O, l797, for [!r·pro:x:irri<·tely JlO El ere~ 

of land &t li<·rper' s Ferry. National .hrchives Lecorc1 Gronp l!o. l?l, 
Public Dujldi..ri.gs Service, Entry No. 75. 

--
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Deed 1:0. 4 

-' oth 1J t l (1 ro11nty· 1!-irrrjr-i• +,Q thP !h::nry L<~e ~'.r..ci .• ers, t'S!S .more 2n .,, . ', ·- '-'---~, -

Un:Hcd States, 112.y 8, lRoo, for U•e ri;::}!t to -1.:lG iror• ore on . 
1,600 acres of land knovrn as the friends 1 JTe Bank. Netion2.l L.rchiver­

Record Group l?l, Public Publ Bui.J.<ljnG~ ServicP, fntry 75. 

,..E::.cn ill !:!e.l 1v th~~ prc::,x..~ that "M• &m:;,1 U4 
or iic'::'~~ county u Vlrei:UA and Anne hia ·,1i1.'e rar And 
ln co~eraUon or ~~ cntt ot T .. enty tour tbA :;clld OOllars to 
t.!ta ~ Bent""/' 14J i:l. hand po.id b;,r tbs P;:ooidc:rl,. o!' tho f.htted 
::.:'t-2.t-.:z~ or ~tCQ, for and in tehO.U or too said tbitOO stat~ the 
receipt ~eo.r ill be'.roey aeboaledg~ hnve grn:i+...od bn...~ lOd. 
~d and cy t..'l·~ prooent::i do ~t. baran!U:: ::ell Cie!l. and 
e..-mtL-.:! ~ t.'le said tmitOO Stato::i tt:n-ever Gll ~ h"On. ore in 
a cei."iain ~~a.ti Qr land frlt<..iAta ill the e:runty ot Dot-klq .in tho 
oald ~1ca1th[edJOi;i1!!8_tho_!tl~ iO~~ ~-~ ~ . \ 
~.q> '?r-iuf.O ft:.r t'lll.C8 ~~ ...-...!,~'"\l U~ GixteOU lltfr.z-e-~ u~·~ fa 
.. hleh w n bank or Irc:t ore bn,_n by' the rum:e o£ a.tends 
~e ~ (ex~ eo nuc.h cl ,:;aid Ol'fll , a.a h'\;:.1 oosn :cld tmd 
~T,:eyed by ~e said !t-:::m"".f 1~ t.:r+..o J'Gh:l. Pot-ta :H.11 fo..:a ;ii1£ion 
&ld ~c tbrtb. ll",1 hi~ de~ o;l,;r exae..r~ a:ld ~~d 
a;i>.i al.::;::> all the right ct t.~ :mid H~ Lee to Oiz c:o in. e.rq 
i-tut't. o! the said 't!-act of J n:n.! a."1d to r~u:rve th3 iSa:'.e provided 
tha ~~ d:.tg ~ l::e laid le·,.-cl e.nd c.lao tho~~ and absolute 
~'O i:4: :roa&J ~ the .ccld. ltl.::ld ls ~hnr·_,~ en. the ri ··~ for 
tha frtJl'!iCSO of' rotln:,: the. ~d. -~ a'l.d n-:0re<r1tll" v.ll t.i.a tmn'Jal. 
:--cnt ~v$1 to be paid i'cr Q;~ unto the wd ~Lea hia 
hcl.r.s !lnd u~ by the ~d Jclrn Pot~ ~illis::i ·~nc<m ti: Ck.~e 
:~ the.tz. heira en-~ .1$~ out or th!) catd t-o?.~t or• 

/ () 7 

1m14. a.!14 ff;'(~ pa.'"" ~, ~ also one hsl.t a~ er lard ndjoi:tl.ng 
~ ca.id ri~ t.o 't;e self!r.."tcd ta. .. the Uni:t.ed 5ta~ at'o:ewd bJ' 
~ S4e!lt du1;r autb.~iz-cd h;.' 't4~. Sec.reta..-:r et ~er ~ the 
~ectl<:n ot th.a Presid.ant. o£ ~ Ulli~ ~ts.te3 tCt,.~ nth all 
tha ri~va prl. vilog~ a.14 ttd.·te.n.~f)O ne<!eS:4'Zif t;:;:: ~ d.tg~ 
:::~l'rl.ng L-id ra;:lQ·l'f.n« the aaid. ort.t / t.o have e.n.-1 to hold the 
~ecy ~ ~$1 cl.th t.h.:ir ~unto the a:dd. 
United Suto.a ror eve:r "t.o th.d.r on.11 llBe and be;bcot ::rca alld clear 
!.~all cl.0 :f1!3 chll...""6a:: ~e:J J~ttJ and .L~cea 
·.·batc.ti~r;t!'C exoopting the r~ ~ end estate };d'C'rfl ll:¢tltioned 
c·tilli and or;n;~ bJ' tha u!c:i.~'Aid H0!ll."",f tee unto thG i=nid John 
P..:i'tts Jill:im ~ a:ld. ~1r~ ~ 

.bd the aaJ.d Ranr;y LeC !o:i: ~ t;ll4 hia heira doth ~ 
:;-~i:claa end ~ to a.."14 nth the Aid United st.ate3 t!nt tll• 
~~r.!d IreL7 lff and hi!J h$irs -..ill tl8.ke 6o and c::e~"fi• all ~ 
·.thcr ~~further deed ct6 ~ in lav1 u rt;tq be ~'b.17 



l>eecl. l! o. l~ 

hc:.~...c::" :r~u.!red on tte P=""t of the udd United ~~ie: 
f:":.t.."' ~ :ore perfect cw~--u.~ ct the pre:d.:len c.:i-l ~:;e:;1 ;ia...~ 
~:do ;~~ thereof here1r;/ ~ to te cold ~:ZW'M b:.l:'e<lir.ci 
~ .:::;~d \:!Ito tha ~cl tmitcl ~ e.ccord.i.nG to th~ t4"'ue 
~-:n~ cni intent er ~c p::-ea~. 

f~ ~a Gaid ~ ~ !t::::> ~ell' ttnd. h!a lwi!'a, 'Clo zaid 
h~ ~ p;-cnises a!ld cvc.7 ~ and ~eel ct thw, and 
·~_.:~~1~ the oro in Fri~ a:o tank a.~ in. t""'~ 
afc-:-C!!~'d ~ ~tn.,-t bl:-;. a"ld. hi~ hcl.ra ~~tall 
cd e-~ cthe;-~ &..~ f~~~m ~~v-er w ~ ~ 
tbi~ ~ trnd thili ~ iore.WJJ! dll ~ n:n £o:e"-?f4r 
d.-~~ .. ! b'J' ~e ~va. In "17it.Mss ~~ t:e ~ tUdd 
ll:.::.:...-:;· ~ Anoo ha.vs sf.;~~ h~eu:r"'° set cur h::i.""lt1.': & .r;eals 
t.hi3 ~ ;.)lft ~ ~ r:q in t..!l!i ~one~ e!~t lnn.1red at 
l'ltl 1~ ~m:1.phia 

Signed. 

~~ ~~odand 
deli ,~ in tha 
r~~=~~ err· 
.tll. ~:::x:nD 
Ch. '.! ~l ~tx:;:'OUgh 
J o:-r.::::: ~ lltccl.s J"..m. 
~: ~· 



No. !_, )a 'l 

J;.!l.'.l Caul~, I. Clerk i:1 thia \rs:- o£t1ct;-1 ~;H?t.h1 
t.hu.~ t'.':le c.oove 1G o. t::u~ t:OP1 Of ~ HalrT Ice•s cleed ra:- tlla 
l~.. (°':\! t1:l11 pr:!. \r.Uet.,"CS here~ inttmt!od. to 'be cooveyed to the 
lt:d t.c.-d :;ts.toa 1 t.akcm. !'!'Cll tha r~ 't.-ook ot . ~qb s .. n.d dced3 
b\£!.J::.JL~ ~ thit ~ ~~" into \S'~ch the caid .Tolm 
O:t.!10.J.~ copied. it tron tho ~S ~hlch ~ ~~ 
'.!t!.'3 in. ~ '.litJ.r Otfice ca the tsth o£ tbvC'!:lber lCOO, ~~ tho 
~""..Wf;t m\J. ~ bel.Cl"~ tot.ha said ottice YJQ:t'O C.~-cy$1 b;f' 
.i'i~; ~that. he has DO ~·th~ :raid deed t;a..:l 1,hen dcstr<zy~ 
~ ruJ. .thtl ~ in tM ~ &~t ·.rore ~t that tilce 
dc'.J~'lX!~ 7o the ~-t ~ hi.:i ~r1eQ;e M.d ~lief 

S;,~ to, w~ ~ thie ~ iklrch WOl 
~~ ~cl ~ ct Goorge TO'.rn!' 



Deed r;o. 5 
JI o 

Deed of George North, William 1:!il:-:on; c-nCI. John l'otts; mcl. Ji)tf'Y';; to the 

United States, June 20,. 1800, the richt to dig iron ore o;!. nie I'riends' 

Ore Dank c.nd 2?1 8Cres of the I:eep '.Lryst Furnace., Natiomtl Archives I~ecorcl 
Croup 121, Public Builctirigs Service, J:ntry Ho. 75. 

"Thia Indent~ mad.G this ttlentieth dcy of JU!'}D, 000 

~ ei~t hundred1 bet-.reen Gaorze ~ and El.: z.n his 
wife 0£ Derkaley County and Willirua Yiiloon ~ Jobn Pot.ts and 
fili~ his wife ot the Town o! Ale~ia ttll in the stnte ot 
VL"1{lnlo. of the one part., am John ~ Prooli!cnt ot t.he 
Uni too states or tM other pert, VJhereaa Hcn..7 Lee did by en 
erticle ot ~ bearing de.t~ the t.wenty £ ..i.£th dny of 
iu!S"ll.St one tnouannd, seven hund--r>OO &. eighty nine,. oo1l ¢ad 
convey 'to the said Wilson, l~..Jl & P-..>tto end to F.obart E. 
Eobn..""'t the right; or digg~ ore rrca Friends o..'"'e ~ under 
ca.~ coodi:tions e.nd ati,pulatioM o.nd tor a certain Z"Cll"t 
reoorved. to be ptld to the said Henr-.1 tee for the U1'G of th!.tJ 
::JS.id ore as i!S thm'ein ~-n'eBD{)d.. NO\I therefb:ro ~iis Indent~ 
Witnooooth tJ:mt the roid Wi.J13am Wilson, Goorge North nnd 
Ellzn hls wife and John P:itts and Eliza his wife ror mx1 in · 
ecmrl.de...~tlon 0£ Forty two thOusaOO Dollara·to ~in hand 
}?aid ey the said John Ac1tll:l3 on behalf of the eaid Uni too ste.te.u 
at or wrore the aeaUng am dalive..'7 o£ theoo ~ts the 
re~<.lipt whereof' i!! he:rcty oolmo.11edged have gruI!ted, ~ 
nnd. oold aliend Leio;J end ~"'ID.~ a.'1d b'-.f thi'ma presorrta do 
~t bar@.tln end sail alien end coru:mn ll.1.lt.o the oaid Jahn 
).dc.aa P.r-eaident na aforoooid his euceesool" and succosoortt in 
Oi'.f'iae for the use and on behalt o£ the United t.-tntoo~ Two 
hurA.""'ad & nnmty one !~a of lend be the ~ moro or lesti 
~ee% sa hel'Cin af'L~ ~..ed, aitunte and lying in 

Bcrl~lU'J County on the Bank of PotO.i::n.ck River the e&l9 be.inS 
pn....-t of a t.ro.ot called ·the F":.ll"!18.Ce Trac-t, late t:ne property 
o£ .To..~ Semple decea.aod, 't1h.ich ws oold by John ~-a'"lll~ GooriO 
Gilpin e. La-$e fu;raU Corami!ID5.o!le:ra appointed. b"-J virtue ot 
a cl~ Of the High Court o.f' Cl~ to aupcr:l.'1tend the 
oo.1.e thereof' on tha forooloou:re ot a mrtgaga givon by the 
tmid h'm Sen;plo to the F.anarable Philip Luthroll Loo ~ to 

"' s:itisfy debta duo to the Creditors ot' the said John &Dple, . 
:md. cQlt"{O"'/ed by Henr-.1 Leo and Liat:Uda his vi!'e ar.d Lud\TOU Lee 
and Flora hia wite to Ri&lt'i.."l"f! Bland Lee the ~""Chae-Or ot the 
.c!lid t>:nat o.t the sale ct the· C~1lionero atorosait1 nnd by 
the mtid Richard Bland toe oan\"tlyed. to the stUd JWm7 tee, and 
'c!'J the Ga.id He:u:7 Lee end llitilda. his Wife conv~ to thtJ 
~William lilsoa George }b:rth Jahn Pot-ta and I?obart R. 
Hobart 7ihich said Robert E. lbbGrt bu since by h1a Indenture 



Ho. 5 

clatetl the first da.y or i.ey, One thousand, ei{;ht hUldli:d; 
ronvc~ed his one fourth pfu.~ ot tho ~sea ni'orosaid to 
the sG.id ¥/illiwn Wiloon & John Potts as i7iU ~ !ul.l.y 

) I} 

nni at large appear by a refe...~a to tho sav~ docds 
I'OOO!'dod in Bllrkelq County ru:.d \lhich c:aid tract is bounded 
tl8 :follows: To idt Begtnn rng as LsioJ e.n Elm ncn=- a m""lred 
Syorrmora on the bank ot tha river Po+...cmack 001.0"J the ~e 
arxl runnint) thence S<mth oovooty one d~zz-ccs woo; c:il;h~~ 
elght p::Ues to a double bodioo blabk onk aapplJ.nS Lelc.J.1 
~71 the East aige o! a vallGY tbcnae North twenty nme cverees 
~~ fifty poles to e-..tnd.7 

Bn{rd~ 

m.~!'kcd ooplil:ts on a atecy · hiL!. l;tlde on tht? i,o::.th · &ide or 
Elk 'brn,."'lcll; then:Je up said 'bre;~cll Norf.h sixty ninq ~qeoa 
wst 6{.'Ven°ty six :poles to a ~~ b-Otween tw red oaka ne31" 
tt ~, thence south r~ty ma degi'OtUI veat t.w;:;uty tiw 
pole.a to sundry markod aa;plinga on a tbx-"~ Hill siaa, t..~o 
Nor"...b. Eighty nine d-~e-aa \7$1Jt. tl'rirty six poles to a~~ 
th~o oou .... ..b eev-enty au d~:-;a lioat tmmty poles to a stal.-e 
botite:c.m rui Elm. and Lynn t.rce by a clli't of l"OC1:.3 1 tr~~ 
ootr"i.h filly deg:roo:J west ninstc-a:l ixues to t.-;.'O roo ocJ:s m:d 
a ~-->USt. on tbti lbr...h sida of a ~oep hill, t~ce l!cirth tirty 
nioo d~&4'00$ waat-1 a:U..-ty sevem rx:;les to tw 'ahlte auk ooplinga 
in a valley, tl:lelco ?m-th t'oi.rr<t.oel degree.s vct;t one h'..o:L.-00 
& t-hirti'Xm poles tv tm:> white oo.ks on the ~:.h side- cf the 
bnmoh £i~·c or six ~ ~ th~ said. b!'o.n-1h cm the .aido ot 
4 hill1 t.henca Mor-th tOL'ty tw de.g:iw~ ~a.st twa:rty rci.l:' poles 
to sundry mr~ed SSJ?lings S:lfl_;oocl to be on Vi ill i!'.l:l .St~ 
li..4f.l:, ~e along ~ lino GOW~ aqr;rarty s-zvn:n deeroes east 
two h~n1dred & a~ poloa do;m to st:roopa eo:rnm- Et-~.g on 
-;.nc 1}nnk o! the riV10r, ~e Oo7ra the me~ of the !'iver 
SJ'tr"-..h twenty degrees ~ tmm.ty 3ix £,XJles1 to0u.th th.L-ty 
d~oJJ ~, forty eig.~t poles, thenci:t sou+..h furt-:t n3-x ~ 
cc.ct. ~ty ~lea to tho 1'ce1."l-."'li..n3 exec-pt ~ur ~cres end 
forty two roods ooM to Frcd.er-1.ck filigj:r & bol4'1ded z.s i'ollmrn: 
Beginning at a :rwzw ona :rood c.un a mall wb.iti.l 09]-: ~tho 
arigina.t linu or Bem-J Lee end MatiUJA his ~_r~ b!..i::J.1 dood 
to Goor@S North, Willl8Jll Yfil.Doo_. John ?.Jtta te Eo'bcc:t E. lloba:rt 
und rittm1ng thence wl~h th.a eZJC M::irth fourte~ ~:, thirt.1' 
alnutes west t11enty tivo ;pol:!:s -to two s:nall tthito 

Uourth ~ 

~ ~ 1nga cornar io tl» oo.!u deed, still nth tho ~ 
!br1ih. fort7 one degree.a thil""'".v uinut e.3 ~ tlre!lty tow: p:llea 
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to ourrlr;y ~l"Gd cnplmuo comer to ::mid deed .!n. Sll$w Lalc;J 
lir.o 1 thence with the f'.OV..o couth ~ovonty eix dcfi:"'Geti th:!.rty 
rn!.:nrt.eo eact tllenty tw polo:J to t~u mite onk BUplinga Gtaut­
ir..g on tho !nst side ot too hcw.d_ot ~ Y.Dllow le~tJtr-.g dmm to 
Elk 'bro.llch teen leaving Sligh.a i.ftia..J line and the line ot this 
deed e.omh thirty nintt dogrooa thirty minutes wcat forty 
oi~ poles to the a!oraaaid 00,,jinning., Contai."11.n.g feul.9 
A~~ a forty two rcx,xi.a o.nd all the houses, Suildi..i'!Sft?. llill~ 
~""'llO.CM, we.te=s, wat~ eom·acs, ~vernenta, Ret"C<l:!.to:ments, 
.A~m"'tcnances l7hn.tsoc--ver belo~ing or in e.ey .rnD!l.'1.er D.PJ.'":>Crlai:l­
ir.e to th~ ~ooa ~b:r ei-ontoo, and el!?C the t-ight ot 
di~lr{{ ore f.roOl Fl'1eru:ls ore Dr..n.lt held un:!er iioni-y Leo afore­
~ in virs-'1nnce of the e.zi~t e.torooaid a..~l th~ reversion 
tnd ::rovo-.rsiona, l."~!?l" and reno.indfil"o, ~ts, isanea & 
profits thereat and ot wro.7 pnrl th.g.l"t'lOf. To H.ave e..'1.d to 
Eo.!d :.ha ro!d trnot ot la."ld, !kt:.-ed.itll.~ta right er di~_ng 
ore nm au er..d singular tha ~sea be!Q!"C! den~bed With 
troi:r eppurta\S.ncee, unto the said John J.dnms hio m'!:Cccsoor 
rmd successors in. office tor the only proper Ut~ & W!loot of 
the IPld UnitM Stn+~e fo~ever. And the said Ooo!'@l Ncr".Jl, 
~lilliam. Wi.lron & John Potts tor thensW.voo ~ thcd~ .heLY"B 
hc-:rocy co-1en.n..'1t t:. proi:i!..no to Md vi-th tho said Jo..lu1 Adtl!llll 
ID.S i<JCCG3e::n' and PUOCOSGOTS. it"! Oft'lce that thO"'J tr:!.J.1 nt. 'eey 
t~c & e-: ell tfuns \'lhen the SOJ::lD Bh..'1ll be roo~ on the ... 
~-t of 'tl~e Unitoo Sta.tea o..~ecuto any o~~ or ftn:-thor 
im::t~ 0£ uriti:ng CoJ: the more crrect~ ~...ng or 
£1.Str..l.!."ing a perfect & u...u-a tit.lo to the prroiloo.o ho.reby 

granted /illd ln.ntly the said Uillima Wilson" Gco:-ge Hm-th & 
Ellz.o. his wif'a end John Pottc; & ID.izn bis lrlio & their hoirs 
th1l hm.-aby granted tract or lt4'"1d, Hored.i tament_,n 1 :right ot 
dig~"'lg O:"O a.~ all t4-d :l'.L"lff'.ll.nr tha prfnisan be~ 
ac~lbcd '11th their 0.WW.°tC!'.Al'lCOO unto the ea.id John him:lS, 
h!.~ ouccc~no!" a."'ld. soocermarn .L."'l. Ofi'icfJ for tho ~ of the 
Un:l:t.cd Sta.UJg o.fo..-esaid r.ut.dnot the clab f4 dGnnrd of' nil 
parGJD.$ ur..ntooevcr by t.hcoo ?raacnta ~end 'Will~ 
n.11! forever deta:d. In Wit.norm whe:redt tho oo.rti.as to thcsa 
~crr..1ta hnva hcrreinto not. tb>ilr htmda f..t. nc.ain tllC ~ ll!ld 
~ !':irst within Y.Tittan. · 

.seulcd & Delivwed 
in tto ~ononce or 

a. w. Rumvhreya 
T1~!i ~ lwood ·~ 
toui!? EvCil3 

~ Ni.ran 
P.~ 
JllI:leS W il.oon Jr. 
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Bcrkclcy t.L. 

·1110 ~Qalth 0£ Viznini.n, To Gcol'ge GU,.uin,, Wll 
Hcrbru·t. &: fdchtlrd Commy, ~~ewon Justices ot 
County 1 Gre~ting t \lb~ rl'n J h=U<t Wilson John Potts e: 
iliza hla wife & Goorga Hm1.h & Eliza hia m£a 'by thair 
rJa::ta.Ji Ind~ntu....~ est Eai·gain & ~e booring d.a~e th·:! 
t::.>i.:;.-iticth day or Jmi1.1, ana tr.oummd, e~ h;;r-L""Ul 

JI "3 

h'ive Wld end eon~ un.~ Jal:m ~ Preqir!aut. of t1w 
United &4va·t.ea t.r.d hUi ~·.tt:::ld &Uecc.acorn in Offle4 
the rue sitrr,?la ou+..ata ~ n.."ld in a ce...-nta!.p trect. cc- ~-0£4, 
of Umd, .~....!lil and 1'a:!.ng i."l tho a.aid w.mt~ or Ec~klcy La1e;J, 
cout,.ah~ tliO hundred~ twant;; one ..!,CI'ea {~ o.r l~) 
l:. inill~~ Keep !r-,jatO F'~e. AM ~ th;? ~ 
Elim wi!'a or John rottll ~ oooyen.tgptiy t...-avm to the 
c:mu.4 r,. &i'm-esaid Couuty o~ Ik:r1'J.ey Lair:..J j & ~b~l~"'O 
tl!O ~1 therefore we~ jt)U or wr.; tiJO o::' ~or 
~·ou, tbat. ~u peraon..,,11y €P to tho said Eliza tri....to of John 
?ott:i a..')1 rsceiva ~ u.1~cn:ralclscwant thm.-oo!1 and rr'i:l.~ 
i'Cl" privatcq, and e.~ ~ ~ said ~, ~..her sha 
docs tha ~ ~ ~ 'VOl.W~.ily vrl:thout hie ;?.C" .• :m:..~5iOI'la 
~ threats and ~ ~ la u111!ng the ~ D..1ml 'be 
:roco:t.'(!~1 in our said OOmty Courl togethor with th{ a cam-
oission tmi.""le:rod.1 t: \then.~ have rooelved har Q.cl;noo~~ 
uant n..ttl c.~ her. aa atyr~1 that you distbct~ tmd 
plninly certi~ w tharoof' U!ldar yov:r bt4"1d5 &. ~en 1 s,, ~~ then 
t1~ vhiS vr:ti1 and thfJ t'Aid I.ndant1!!'a. Vii~ n...~ 
E:'-:Unee Clark of 0\11" i?-'lid CQ~. at the Co!.ll:'t &:mw:: n:rcra ... 
o.:i.id i;h.:; t-werrUeth dcy ot Ha-10:-~ ... ~ One tl:oU!Fmd qi{rl:t 
ll·J.l~d, & in thG 25th ~t:",:t>..i· or th:ia Ceo~ th. 

FU!rla.x Count1 ~~ 

!..¥1 obedi~ to tho v.tthin Dedimus Vic the suil!ro.ribers 
J~~icc::t or tho Pf'Ace tc:r tho Cot~ $~ went to too 
vitltln n..~ :r:1 3 ~ ldfa of John Potta & exentncd 

her a,pc.r-t. from. her said ~ '1b:> nckro'l'tl~ tbttt i'.lOO 
trooly & vQlunto.rily nxoo~..cd. the wit.bin oentianed ~ 

~~' Lt:::d de:dred that the ~ miehf; bo reocrded ~ hc:r act 
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C: tfoOO.. !n '81~ 'lb-roof r!'l hav~ h-.::i'e'.mto et:t. o..:::- b.l..'X!.s 
~ a:::a la thia t;i:renty !'Li"'t.h dAy of Novei..~, Ono t.]:).)~ntl 
Q1$1·t; h~6d 

Em:-1:$1.y /;J.o.:J SL. 

'.nl$ ~th~ Virgi..'1.ia, To Vil.lino. Ii-0:1:, V:m 
Rtr..h<.u'!"ord & Abreza ~ Goml~ Ju8ti~ of 
Be::keley County, G:roeting.. ?f'\l!~ Ce:ir~ Hor-th Eli:JA 
l~ \'fl.fe, JQhn Potts u Zike. hie wi1a, & willia.r:i ·unnon 
'tr/ their u~te.ill Irili:nture of ~aln &: Sale-'"tieoring ~to 
tho TIIe.-"l~leth dn;r ot Jl2le, ono ~ eiO..-t hu;JU..."'Od nuve 
oold & eonvoyed urt..o Job\ J~ Preeidcnt of th.a United 
::itatea / fo.J:' the 1.U;la of the UU.tcd Sta.ten tho £eo aii:IJ;lle 
oa'"Ate ?f and in n certain ~t or pe:ccl. or lmii lyina 
&. oolng in the Coucty of !x;.-?:fatloy co~ t'.Q ~"t;."i:l 
~ ·(;-t--mr~y o:.1e ac._""C!J. Am filie...~ tr...e. B<lid El.ir:.';!l. lbr'th 
trlta of tho ~u w.:i~a lior'i:.h o.owot eonvonie.."!t:,Y ti-uvel 
to the Coill"t ot o~ oa!d. COuifuY o! nerkol~ to ~l~ 
~~ ~ .. ~"We~ -;JO'J., or fJJ.t'1' tro or ::;;;::')re of 
;:,-vu,. t...1-:i.at ;rou per~ go to the £aid :i. ii~ !D-r-UJ. und. 
reccive h-in- aekootll~t t~f, aod c..-re.:ili~ bur 
;pr! "!ataly nud pe3rl;. trw 1'.m' rold hi.wba.ud whe"vhc:" a~ d.o 
tOO ~ ~ & ~oluntn...-lly wit.rout hiD p.e...~ioM or 
tm~iorU, are w..etl~ t?he ia w1~nng too ~ ci:;lll oo 
!'OiX):t:-.fod in oill" &.lid Cct~ C;;;?cl, together with thia com.­
oisaion 

' 
a;..~ and Tille:l you rove recclvod. her a~!'.l01i7ilod8~ and 
extmilnod her as aforesaid~ tl'..t?.t you dlatinctJ.y a.'¥1 _pJ n tnly' 
certify us th.fl-reef~ u.~~ yat:: bnda b. aeain nc""!dine "Wlon 

· there. t?U.e wrl t & the Glid Im.outuro. 
-',iitnCM H~ ~er Glcrk ot our se.id Co\ll."t.> a~ t.~ Co"..zrt. 
i.10t.'.Ztl atoresaid the 20tn C1ay of.' »:->v~ j one t....~ eight 
ll:':ntl:red & 1n the ~~ or this ~:r:onw~th. 

H~~ 

' f 7 

In obt'>iliQMo to tl14 vitltln ~~a!on to us di:reotecl »51 ha~ 
~ tha 1'ithin nruinl ~ Jbrlh GG'JQrtt~ Ltdo..J -
~ n~'""t !'.ram her said hucband, ~ Dhe has volun-ta..~ 
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~lin:;,uinhcd her t-1.:lht of );OU¢. .. to the within nootionod 
t...~ct. of lam & lf.La.~ tnat w tr\7 oo certify. Giwn 
l;;i.1cr our bO.n18 & SC!lln ihUl 2lJt ~ ot ~ J.OOJ,. 

ma Da.."1£ . ft..~ 
vnn Ruthe:r-to...""d L&¥lJJ 

.2!>th~ 100) 

the Attorney~ Of the Unit.od Statd:l is hu:ibl;.r ot 
o;.r•nion th!it tho foregoing .i.nD"'"~t ot conveyance ~ 
t/illi!:!J.1l Wlloon, John Potts & ID..iM his wife~ GOO!'ge Ho:rlh 
&: E1 ~ zn his uiro is a mlffici~ oonvcyn...v.ce nooo...-ndi.'8 ~ 
the 1Aml of Vira:!.nia 0£ thtl 1Anda & he:ridi~ta LPio.J 
t..~'l mentioned 

1.5i.tnth~ 

~c.Quntyt 

fri Obodient;I) to tho llitbb DedkruB > W& .'.the ~~J.bort,f 
J'uatic~ ot tho ~ tor- thG: eounty ar~ went to the 
l7lth!n re.~ El 1 ~a wire ot Jro'l ?ott.s nnd ~ ~ 
~toq lsia;J am ~....; ~ her ea.id fittl'IDn::d ~ 
~lcdzod that ~ ~ nn.:\ Voll.1!'.F~ ~¢Q. tr.e 
Deal within ~iaood witmt:t oither tb;J thrc:atu or pe.,.~ 
su;.'.l.Siotls ci' her lr~ e..-rU dc.s:i.red that t.h8 tmt?e n4;ht be 
recorded as her act and deed, In Witness wberoot vo have 
hareu:lto set our hands & seals t..ltls twwty firth ~ cf 
~amber, one thousand eight hundred .. 

Lrenth pagi/ 

Berkeley LL 
' ,if. 

George Gilpin /JieajJ_ 
Wm Herbert LseaJ/ 

The Cant:IlOnWe£ll th ot Virginia to WillifU!l Dark t Vnn 
... her.ford & .Abram DevenIX:>rt, Gentlemen, Justices ot 
Berkeley Col.lllty, ~eting. VJhcreaa John Potts & Eliza his 
"rlro, Gcor~ North A Eliza hia wife & \filUnm Wileen b1 
their certain Indenture ot Bnrga1n & sale bearing dn.to tM 
ti.rot. dq ot J\t'M One tb:rusand e.liht h'Ull<tred, have sold and 
coaveyed unto John .Adema Presidont ot the United Sta.tea tor 
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tho ~o or the B!lid United St.n.too, the too s:L-w2.et est.a-to 
or a;."4 .1n n. cortain t...~c:t er:: D£SCol ot lm::d iy-t.i.nJ t1nd beiil!l 
i."1 t..h..:! county or Dorlroly fD.ie-;J a!'oronaid. ~£our 
Ac:_"'Oo n."'Jd £irt;r roodtJ or ltmtl. A."'ld ttl'~ the said ?.1 iz.a 
!~ .... ~ '!lifa of the ed. ~o rhrth ~ earJC.nion·tiy ~el 
to t.bo Court ot our naid County ot Berl::cly lir!.e;l to t\clmcml­
edee too ~ .. ~ 'WQ ~oo you or cm:r two o:-- ~'C 
of z;ou, that ~ ~ go to the said Di t.n rc:rth wifa . 
or tha t:a1d ~ lbrth,. tu'.l!l rooeivo her e.clax'Mlo.l.g~t. 
thereof', and exe.m~ ne he:" Fivately am apart .exn her said 
h-~.:ltl ~~.Jler eha do the ~ tl'oolJ' & VOltnta:rily, itlthout 
hl.s pe.::eue.sion3 or th..~ta, nm whe~ ehe in v'..J..~ t.."i.e 
Pt'.::Ja ahnll 'be roco::-ded in oor wild County COi.!:'i tog~ -.rith 
thiD ucrriBdcn nnoo:red ~ ti!l~ p..t M.va received mlCh. her 
~.iLG~t nnd exo:n:tool her as ntonmaid, t..hat yo.a dis­
t.l:lct.ly 6 plaln:cy- em:tif'y os thm'oot, under ;,:.~ bmlda & oo!lls 
OO':ldin,a then there thia m:.it, n.'71 the vaid ~ture .. 

!1itneea .&m.i.-.1 Bcd:L-riser Cl.erk~ our &lid~ 

&.~1cnth p;izi1 

at thu eotlrt. hO-..we af'o..~ ~ .2oth dlSJ ot fbv~ Cue 
tht.ni ... ~-xt ei&ht h~ an1 in tho 2:5th ~ o£ thiG 
~-:.w.~th 

R.Bed~ 

In obOOJ.ence to tM within CQl'il.il.esion to us ~~ed 
we hnye OX&lincd th.a v.tt.hin n~ lUize.~ Mo-:r..h .s~tely 
/iile_,L rud aps.rt ttoa M:t Sf.lid ~ and cl1& bla \'Ql'1.!n't2.rf 
L!J.i-0.J ~her r!ght ot potr"er to tre mth!n o<.m-
tiO!lca tract or lA."Xi am viDhea that \IQ oa.y oo ca:ctJ.f-J, "'-
Gl VQtl ~ our bends W:d ttoo.l:J. th!o 21.st dey o~ ~ 
lSOJ. . 

\h Dark &eaQ 
Vlln~LSea'J,/ 

2"t.h l~ woo 
The Attorney~ or the United BW'ltO!l ·1c humb~ ot 

opinion that tho ~ ~ ot ~.;aooo t.ran 
William. Wilson, John Pottn &. ID :f ea hi.a 'rlto George No:ct.h 
& Eliza his lrl.t9 is a DU!"tloieo.t oonveya.nee ncoordfna to 
the la.tr.a ot Virginia ot tb4 land there1l1 d.eoor.ibed. 
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l Oi:h to the Unl·+.nrl St<>.te:::, Ji_me l,18f'O, Willinrn Wil~on an( , ers, , -"' 
fo:!" ~· 10 .00 eives up lease on four C'.cres :n.ear Ke~r '.i ryst h1rriancP. 

Buil l' C' rvJi.ce r-,.,t,..'" Po Natiom1l Archives Bt"oord Group l?l, Public "" n.nt':s ..... e · ., ~-- _,, •· • 

75. 

~7his Indenture tl!lde this first day or Jv:rie, 0:-..a 
toouaand eight huridred Bet'aCM w illiam Wilson, Jor..n Pot ts 
4 .Elim his vrl£e1 of the Tow ot Alexandria e.00 George 
North & Eliza his wire ot Berkeley County all or the sta·te 
of Virginia or th<t one part And John J..dams Preaido.nt of the 
Utlted .54'...s.tes for and on behalf of the ~id Unit.eel States 
of the other part Witnooneth tµit the said Willit'.21 WUoon1 

Joh.11 Potts & Eliza lrla lti!'e and Goorge North & Elll:o. bin 
vr...fe, ft:tr and in consideration of the si.:m ot Ten Dollars 
t-o tha:t in hf!.nd pa.id by the Baid John ~ on be.~f of 
the said United States, aa ox- bei"ore the snaling nnd del!VtU"y 
of thooa ,Presents, the reoept wr..ereof' is .hereby .c.clmcwled.ged, 
P.avo Grunted; .Bargained & ool.d, Aliened & conf'i:rmed, nnd by 
thaae presents do Grent, Bargain & sell Alien & confi...~ unto 
t.he snid John Mama President as D.foresaid this soocess:or & 
aucce!fsors in of'tica ror the use and on bcllalf 0£ the said 
Unitt;rl Ste.tee Four Acres & fifty rood$ of land lying & being 
in the County ot Berkeley aforesaid near Keep tryS'tQ Fu:rnace 
noounded as follows 

/to wit/ Beginning at a m.m;e, Corner to Sly &id John 
!...h:rJ.t & running thence with the line · 

~nd Page) 

or Gco:r-gc North & coopany & too said Leyh, tik>r..h /W.venty nine 
deg.i--eea trest 1 thirty four polea to a epa:nish Oak, trtP.nding 
on tho East aide of DarkB :rood1 thence along tho FaGt side 
ot tho ~, North thirte<m degreea torty ~ive minutoo East 
l'wont1 three poles to a Black oo.k, ctanding on ea.id aide 
of t.."'lo Read, then leaving tha ~ Md running t.hmwe South 
seventy nine degrees Enst Twenty six polfl3 and f'iftenn Unkfr 
to a locust Stak4, and a pile of Stones in the lina oE said 
Slieht :et Merrit, then llith tho ~, South three degrees thirty 
minutes ~ t twenty three p:>loo, to the a~ begfnn:fng, 
Contain:ing !°ou:r acres nm til'ty roods ot land, ArsJ. au 
buildings, ~ementtt, & awurtenaooes whatsoever to the 
Mid ~s hereby granted belonging or in s.eytfise e.wertain­
ing', And Uie Revereiona and Bemaindere, Rents, Issue.a. and 
;profits thereof And ot evra:cy- ];&"t thereof, 1'o Have Bl'ld to Hold 
the en.id tract ot land, HerOO.i taments and au. and a1ngul.ar the 
prtQiaes before desaribed with their e:ppurten.a.ooea unto tM 
a:aid John J.dl!ma his Sucouoor and Suecesaors in Office for the 
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J 
only pro;>er ose I behoot or tho said United States forever, 
end the said William Wiloon, John Potts & Goor"e North tar 
th<DC-clvea and their ll~, hereby Covenant&: ~ue to and 
vi th the Ga.id 

bhtro~ 
John .Ad.ar::w, his successor~ nu.cceasors in Of.tioo1 that they 
vill at Srct time &: at ttll t:tnws When the sruoo shall be 
required on the pert. of the United States Exeoutcr e:ny othel" 
ca: t-<.!i."t.her Instrument or writing for the mre e££ootunlcy 
~veyi~ or assuring c per.feat & .6UI'8 titls to tOO same 
pr\'0100$ hert..~ granted. 

J.nd. lastl.71 the said Wi1J fan Wiloon, John Potts. and 
George lbrth & Eliza Potts w-1-.fa or John Potts & Eliza North, 
wire of George !brth arx1 t~ir heirs, TI~ h.erev7 granted tract 
of lru:tl & Heredi ta.mentri, end au and stri.gulnr the pl'ecloos 
b~i"ore des<.Tribed l11th tMir !i.?J.:rurtene.r.cea unto the ea.id John 
~ his tIUCcessor l4 s-.iceesoora in ortice fur the use ot the 
United st&ttts a!oreSttld against the olaim & dcrnc.nd 0£ ell 
p.~sons vmat~'er by t..~ pre~ts shall and 11.tu vr ..... ~ 
arld forever defend .. 

In Vlitnezs whereof the p<U"ties to these prc.stmts M\'e 
l:-erminto set their hands&. seals tM day and 3ent- tir~ 
within ttr .Lt tem .. 

Soo.loo tA dellverod 
in presence ot 

.Lmd.a Eva.'lS 
0. ll" fr..w.phre'.fS 
Tho3 S:i1llvrood 

George Gilpin 
~~ 

Dunc&n ?Uxon I Pa WW 
t. ~ to I, Wiloon 
JMles WUBon Jr. to Ditto 

Qourth PagjJ 

1"h$ Com;.t?onwaal.th ot Virginia, To Geol'ge Gilpin, WilllW!l 
Herbert &i Riobard Conway, Oentlemen, Jwr..ioee of 

Count7, Oraoting wherea8 W!Jlfeo. Wlloon, 
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John Pott!l & EliM- his vi!t'! & GoorgG ?-larth & .Eliza. bia witc 
by thoir ccr+..Un Indootui~ of bargain & sale bca;:-lng de.te tho 
!'iZ"D't. day of Ju."lC, ono thou.L:innd eight hundred bn'1tl aold nnd 
~ed unto John J..dam PreaMent 0£ the UnitOO States c:nd 
his SooQeaaor and .Succeosorn in Office th$ fee sl.o;>le est.ate 
or e:-;d in a certain trao~ ot or pieca of land lying & bafnt: 
in tho Ga.id C.ounty of Berkeley conta~ fovr c.craa and flfty 
l:"OC<la Qt llmd. And 'Uhel"etla too sa.id Eliza, vife of John 
Mts cn.nnot conveniently trnvel. to the Co1Jrt of Ou:." ooid 
County o:t Berkeley to acknoiflcd.ge tr.tr .Gru.ile, ther-.Jf ore VG 
cocrnnd yo-.i.; or any tw or oo::."<l or you .. that. :Jtr.l peroonally 

·EP to the said .F..liza. vita of the ea.id John P.~tta_fot ~ive 
heir ~ledgaoont t~, end e~"1inine Lsio.d ho~ 
:privately and apa.rt from h~ t'$S.id hll.Gb&d whether s.,'llf) &ea 
too ~ t.reelj and vol u.ntnrily wi t.hot..<t. his ,pe..-auasiono or 
~ta and ~ther G.ba is will ~ng the same atAll be recorded 
in o:Jr oold Count,- Cocl together \1ith tP..ia ccm:tlaaiott n.."llleXed 
a:d "When you hava received her a.cknoole:dgerae."l~ o...ld ~ 
her as nfm-esaid that ycr.;. dia-tinat.ly and plainly cert.if"/ cs 
thm-oot' under our hand.a &. eecJ.a, sond.tng the:l t.."lere thifl wit 
and the EAi4 Indenttlt"e. \7it!!CSa Henry Bed1nga1' Cl~:rk ot our 
.snl.d CoLn-t / at the Court. ~ s.foresaid the Wu..'ltiGl,h day 
or iove-....ber, One thousand eight. hundred and in too 
Yea?:' of th.ls ~caltb .. 

) 
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Deed fro!". r~rdinc:.ncl.o }nirfax, Je£'fPrf'c.1n Coimt::l, Vjrr:iy:.j.:,, c.;rir1 

othr~rf, to tr1'" -Cnited States, .A.-ut;'J.::::t ?O,llJlJ, for l,J9S ,;;/f;th 
acres on fouth sjcle of the Shcnc...ndo'.lh Uver- ;)crp~-d.urc::..l richts i,o 
cut tj mber one !1!dional Archive::" Record Gron;:·, Ho. l?J., Public Buildir1cs 

Ser-0.ce, Ent~r 75. Also on Harperf F~rry l!:-itionnl E;_:t oric2l Pc:·r}­
lf:i.crofilrn Reel No. 21~, Volume 8, pp. 549-555. 

Thia Indenture made this twentieth day of August in the year one 
thousand eight hundred & thirteen beh."een Fernando Fdirfax uf Jefferson 
County in tho State of VirQinia, nnd Eliza B. Fairfax hia wifa, of the 
Urat pa.rt, "Thonaa Swann of Alexandria in the District of Colu.nbia, 
Attorney at law; & Edmund I Leo of the same placo, attorngy at Ldw, ad­
.r:rl.nistrators of tho good.a & cihattles of William Byrd Pac;a late of Fred.erid: 
county in the State of VirQ!nia., deceased, of the socond part, e.nd Johi:t 
A.n::i.stronq Sacrota.ry of War; of the third part, - 1'.'i tnes:.:mth tll!l.i:, whereaa 
the Presid.9nt of the United States, in pursuanco & execution of Certain 
Acts of Congress in B'J.ch caso provided, hath heretofore purchased for the 
uoa of-~ the United States, a site for an Arsenal and H.anufuctory 
of arms at 1.Tarpers Ferr)'1 a..•d whereaa, tha eaid John Armstrong;. acting 
for and on behalf o{ the Uni tcd Statea, under tho order & by' the dircctiona 
of tha President of the Uni tad Sta.tea, in pursuance and in the further 
execution of tha said acts of Congress, hath contn:i.ctGd, in writing, wl th 
the said Ferdinando Fairfax for the' purdmsa of tro::rn timber & roads herein 
after to be particularly de.scribed and granted, <:L."ld the pe~tual vesture 
of the &J.ma, by way of additional appurtenance to th~ said njito at F..arpers 
Ferr.1 and for the_ ~pply of tinber & firewood for the P'J.rposo.s th~reofz · 
and •1l1ereas the ml.id Ferdinando Fairfax on the ;:-_,,_~~,· day of in thG yenr 
one thous<L'ld eight hundred & in the life tLr;ia of the sttld 1-.'illiam B. 
Page, did, together with a great cr~antity of other lands, .mori~age tho 

. land.a l;:hereof the po!-petual vesture of the trees, tir:Jber &. wopcin is to bo 
gr~ntod as aforesaid. by way of coll~~eral E~eurity for a certai~-cebt 
1'y him due & o~-ti.ng to the said William B • .Page. And l-:nereas it \<!.'as collater­
ally agrend betwean the caid l:illia:::i B Fage in his lifo tir,e, and the said 
Ferdina.'1do Fairfax, that he the said .Ferdi::-,ando r:rl.gnt at any tinie or tiL1Gs 
within the term of years from the tim:e·:•, of ~ing the said a9ret.Bent 
(n-hlch ter.n ia not yet expired) dispose of any part or _parcel of tha said 

... r...ortgai;;cd prer>l!ses, absolutely exonerated & clear of thn operation a..'1d . -
~ effect of tho said l:Octgago, and of a.11 f.'.O..'lil~r of lien & inclL ... :'!::r~nc~ from 

· the dobt aforesaid,, ·he the said Forcilnando Fu.irfax giving equi vi)..cnt s9curi i:y 
&. a.atiGfaction either by applying th9 proceeds from such-sale or sale!! to 
the paym~nt of the s:tid debt, or otncrwise as tho parties or their executors 
or ad..\tlnintrators might agree in each case; which agree~ent yet re::rri;ts . 
in full :force & effect, in no 1·d::;e lef>8aled, ciisaffin::.ed or annull;.;d1 lfow 
this Incknturo 1rl tnessoth, 'Ihnt the s:Ud f.::rdina..1.do .Fairfax,, for f.,, in. con­
aid".)ru.tion of the $U!ll of tw'3nty thous;:md cignt hundred & sixty d')llara & 
oixty t~o cents,·cQrrent money, to him in hz;.nci pa.id by the said John Ar~r­
strong, at & befor13 tha soaling and deliv&ry of th".)ce presentri, out of thil 
public .c.oneya appropriated f-o:r tho purpose, the cluo & fai thiul pa~nent 
whereof they the said: FercilncL1do I\1i-rfa."':, 'fhQ!n.ElS ~>r1a..rm, e~ E±umd Lea do by ,, 
these proscnts r~specii vcly nci:nowle<l:;;;e and thereof and i:hercha::i cio in 
thoir reEpccti va ric;hts aforesaid, acquit rolcase and di!>clrn.rge Li.e said 
John lUT.IBtrong a..~d hio 0Ucc~3sor3 in office B.nd hiD and their nssi~ns 

·forever, n..'ld the lands whereof tha vesture of· tho trees, titibor & woods 
is to ha granted as aforesaid, hath givan1 Qranted, .bargained sold, alien<lad, -
enfeoffcd, and confi!IllOd, and by these presents doth give, grant, -bar:;~in, 



sell, aiien, enfeoff and confirm, unto tho said John .Ann.strong, Secretary 
of Wdl' lUl a.forea.a.id, a.ctintJ in the behalf, and by the dircot.ions afore­
said, all & singular the troos, timber, wood.8 & under wood.8, of evory Bort 
And danominaUon and the absoluta, excluni ve & perpetual veature of the 
same, being or to be, QTawinq or to grow, planted or to be pla...-i.ted, in 
& upon all that tract & parcel of land containing thirteen hundred & ninety 
fivo acres bro roods and hrenty perchos of land, s!tuo.te lying and being 
chiefly in Jofferson County aforesaid and parll}r; in Loudoun County, and 
COIJpriaing all the la.nds within the line a boundaries cournos t.. di stances, 
rmr:veyed laid off & der;cribed by John l~thia.s, rurveyor of Loudon County, 
out of the larger tract con:nonly blown & distinguis...'led as tho Shannond.l.la 
tract,tha plat & certificate.of which ~~rvay bearing date tho 17th July 
1811, is here unto annexed as part & parcel of this indenture, and specifies, 
exhibita & de~cribas the lines, bounci.3.ries, courses & riistancea aforesaid, 
and the cuperficial contents & nUL'.lber of acres of the land hl'.lrcby ~itoo,· 
that ia to say / a.11 the lands dcacribcd within tho said survey a..•d laid 
do-..:n in two parcels, the one containing fill area of 1215 a2 3 4. 37p., tho 
other an ar€a of 179 a. lr. 23 p. a11d the abGolute irrovocnble & perpetual 
rlght, privilege, lic-:mst?& authority, exclusive of the said Fcrciina..11do 
FlU.:rfax his heirs & a,ssigns, and of all & every person & .Pcrecn3 whatsoever 
clair-.J.nq or to claim by, through or under him or thE!!l, for all & sini;;ular 
th~ officers, servanta, laborers & a.rti:ficars, in the' emplo~.:mt or acting 
undor the authority of the United States, or of the P+3sident of the Uni Led 
States, or of the said John i\n:i.atrong & his successor5'in offica, and of 
hin or their assignD, or of nny officer or d~part..'D:lnt of the United States 
thereunto cr~ly appointed, & ~uthorized, in all tirne.to cone, to enter and 
r&-enter upon the said lands, and there'to lcy, pitch,· cut,_d~poait and 
remove, and from and of the r;ruua -to tai:::e and carry away all trees,· tii'-x:!rs, 
rrood!J & unden;'Dods, ·of every sort kind & denccinatiori whntsoevar., ihcr9upon 
or therein boir.g or to be,' c;rowini;J or to _grow, planted or to be plu.m.ed, 
and to enclose, ~C'ep, and preserve the saoe, and in a.11 things to Uve and 
enjoy the vc3turc of all zuch trees,· timl:nr ~ -woo<;ie & ur.der;;~ocia,· 
as absolutely, iully & p~rpotually as if tha absolute property &' right of 
soil had bean herein & hereby granted & conveyed: <ind free nnd perpetual 
ingress, upon the said lands, to..']ether with the l·ight of way / a.nci. of raaki_ng 
~ciilding & prcsorvinq road.a & W!!.ys through th~ Gaid la.:1ds} and th·e i:;aid 
Tno~aa fuann ru1d E-br~nd L. Loe, ad~nlstrators as·aforesaid in consideration 

.of the prenises, and of an e;:ruivilcnt satisfaction & ~ecurity by the Eaid · 
Ferdinando Fairfax, to the:n given· & secured, for the debt by him duo & 
owing to the naid Hillium B. Paga as aforesaid, eo, by these pres~nts, 
Grant, re~Jse. rolcaRe & quit clnio u~to the caid John Arl!lstronq, S2cretnry 
of War as aforosaid, .. and to his rrJ.ccessor.s in office, a."1d to his ~nd their 
aenicma forever,,· all & eve~ claiof de.;asnd! ffili t, actio'n & i-iQht of .s.ctioh · 
in law or oqul ty 1 l>.'hatevcr 1 all & evzry co1ivonhnt & obligation in law or 
fact, e::-.-presa or ir:ipUed, & all & every' lien & i:n-:::un!:irance in la;i or equity, 
~hatsoover, touchinq or in any·ma."1ner affecting t.\e ~aid lands, or jn i: .. ny· 
manner growinq or arising out of the said l~e.rt\;'a~ & the debt due & owinQ 
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from the said Ferdinando Fairfu to the Said Willia.11 B. Paqe in his life­
time ~a aforemaid1 To Eave and to hold all & oinQUlar the trees, timber, 
llOoda and underwood.a aforesaid, and the ab~olute & perpetual vesture of 
the Dame as aforesaid toqather with all & sinQ'Ular the above dascribed 
& qranted premiaes, riqhts, privileQea, easeoent, commodities & appurten­
ances aforesaid, unto the aa.id John Armatron~, Secretary of War as afore­
said, to his succeesorain office and to his and their amoigna forever, 
for~ in behalf of the U~ited States of J\.rn.Grica, and to & for thoir only 
proper use & oohalf in perf'etui ty as Afore rm.id and that free clear, dnd · 
absolutely and forever acqiif tted releazed & discharged of & from all liens 
& incumbra.'1ces whabsoever1 and the Baid Ferdina...'1dO Fairfax., for himself I 
his heirs, executors & administrators' doth by thoBa presents qraq~, covo­
nnnt & agree to & with the said John· ArmstronJ e..."ld his succossor:s in office, 
and with his & their assigns, that the said Ferdinando Fairfax ia, at the 
time of the sealing and del!vary of these presents., seized of a good, sure 
& indefeasible estate of inheri ta:ice in the said lands,, and is well & 
truly entitle to bargain, cell & grant, as aforesaid, the perpetual veature 
of all tha said trees, timber, llood.s & unden;cods, free, clear, and abso­
lutely & forever a.cqu.i ted, dicchar~ed 9' rcle·ased of & frcm all liens & 
inC1L-nbrances ~hatsoever, that the said John Armstrong and.his successoffl.+ 
in office and his & their assigns ahall& may, in all' tine. to ccnc,· qui~ly 
& peaceably haTe, possess·, usa & enjoy the .Perpetual & absolute v.:=siure 
of the trees, ti.rut~r~ wooc:is & underwooda aforesaid, <L~d all & singular 

·the riq~ts, privileges, easements, cor..1t10dities, premises'& app~rtenances, 
hereinto fora des'cfibed &. grant.cd, without any le tr' hl!tdcraaca,. molesta­
tion, interruptio~Qr interference ~hatsoever f rcm him the said Fardinando 
Fairfroc or hia heir~, o~ from any pers0n or per&ens whatsoever, claiming 
or to claim by6 through or -µnder him or thc=nJ and that he. the &:iid Fercii- . " 
nando Fairfax and his· heirs, ohall & 1rlll iorever warrant & defend the s~e 
unto the said John Ar.Gl.Btrong,' and his auccessors in office, and his-& -
their assigntJ,' againsi:' a.11 & every 6lalm, ~raai1.d, · suit, action, & right 
of actio:i ;.:hutsoever, of' him the- paid Ferdinando Fe.irfa.x and his lwirn, and 
of all & ever; person & persons whataoever1 And lastly that he th~ aaid 
Ferc:inrutdo Fairfax & his heirs, shall & will., at any time. or times hereafter 

· upon the rAasonable requeBt, and at tho proper coat & charge oi the said 
John Arre.strong or of hlo rucceasor·s in office, or· of li...'1Y offic:Br- of t:!le' 
U:titod Btate3 thereunto properly ai.:thorizod, duly nUe execute iEl.d cielivor 
nny ~uch othor ~eod or conveyance, ns sball or l::l!lY be adviaed & ci:Pvised, 
on the bahalf of the United States, for tho further. & better assua.11ce of 
the llbove described & granted promises for the usa, benefit & behoof of 
the United States as aforc~aid. Providod ho~~~vor, and this Indenture 
is upon. the expreus provi8o &. condition, that if the miid .Ferdina:i.do rair-

. fax: his heirs or at>signs shall a./hre a...'<1.d propose to use, ·exorciBe .or 
enjoy ~y ~pecific rights, authority, profit, or enolunent appertaining 
to ouch proprietary' r.ic;ht of soJl as yot re:na1na to the said i'Brdi::i.ando 
Fairfax, ccpaillte -& distinct from & Lndepunde~t of 1:hat is horciri before 

.. gra..'l.tod as aforesaid,· which right, n'.lthority,· profit or ·CJ"..olll!:lcx\t ca...'L.."lot 
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be so uuod, exercised, or enjoyed without directly or indirectly hlndorinq 
interrupting, or interfering with the absolute, exclusive & perpotual use, ~· 
enjoym:ant, & exerciso of tha property, or rights of property, vesture 
rights, privileces, com:xxllties, oasements or nppu.rtenances hereinbefore 
described & granted1 and if 1 t chall appear that auch hindranco, inter­
ruption or interference is ir:l!:ldterial or unessential, or ia partial & 
inconsiderable, then and in that case the said John Amstrong, or his 
successors in office, or his or their aesigne.s, and the 3;tld Ferdin.andq 
Fairfax or hi a heirs shall instantly appoint one or :r:iore arbi tratorr; to 
ascertain and liquidate the anount of clan.ace to ariaa fro~ such hinderances, 
interuption, or intcrfenmce1 llnd upoa payment of the a.'TIDunt so aacertair.ed 
and liquidatad, the said John A.rm.strong or his successors in Office, or·· 
his or their assigna shall <;rant unto the said Ferd!na..•do Fairfax or his 
heirs a license to proceed with the use, exercios or enjoyment of tha specific 
right, authority, profit or e~lur:i.ent proposed as aforesaid. In ~tltness 
'Whereof the pal-ties of the first & second parts above nruned have hereunto 
set their hands & aealri tha day & year above written. 
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Dr~e.i, F»rfinancto Fairfaz: to the United States, Qc-:,r'l-ier ?? , JfllP, 
for h-rry P.ights on thP. Shcm:n'.:i.oah I:iver and a ferr7 trc.ct of 68 
c:cres on the f'OUth sic1. e of tl:e river 0 1Jc:tion2.l Archives Lccorrl Group 
No. 121, Public Buildings Service, !' .. ntry 75. 

- -- "'"•'. "" --- . 
--- --

----- -- -~ ~ - - . ~-- - - _,,,,_ -



m ~~he "\h4 ~ i'erd1nt.ndo h1rtax doth 
hmr.m"1r0 ~his hand and NAl. ~ da-, tin"\ a.hove wrl.tWn. 

. . 'lmlm 1'l!r~ 

~ ~eale.d ' d~w.re4 h\ ~-~· ol 
~ius~ _, .' . . 
~n!:-~ , . ~ 
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---- --,~- ~ :~- ----·~~- .. 
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•City ot W~on ~ 

Dist.l"iot ot Col~af 
,. . 

Bet i\ ~ -~-~ ~ ~ &:q or 6c-&~~ Jn 
tJ:s ~one ~ ~-lr~. an1 ~eon; peroona117 
~~~ tho G'~ ,_~·<>t ~- c1t1 r>t ~o:;'t1n..,~i .. __ 
Fra:d~ rairtax t:o.d ~l,¢:1g~ the .\ritl:Wi· tr~-?1.r~ ot 
lrr.ttin.! to be h14 act b:D1 d~ -~~kit-~.¥~ .'!.. .. .,..cl,u -A-.f-~ . . ... : . • .. ·' .. 
~ ,........,~ . ·- . · ... ~-, ·. .. . . 

fi.J · =~~:LS~4!~·•·. 
o.-~ 

'. ... 
. -( . 

·-. 
. -- . - . - -·-

-· ··-- ,,~ . ·- ... ___ ,, ··-- ~ ., ·-- . ~-----

.. -. ..;:_. .. 
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IJeed, John Strid8r <:·Ed others, t,o thA United St<.:.tes, 
June 27, lf333,, for water pm·rnr :c~.t;"!-1t;; on the Shen:cctdoah :-:2-V":.".'• 

National Archives l~ecord Group lio. 121, Public Builc1j_YJ.r;s S<ori':ice, 
r:ntr:r 75 .. 

-· 

,_ 

"'.fhis Indenture mndc this tllenty seventh day of June, 
in the year of our Lord One I'houzo.nd Eich~ .Hu."'1<l:-::?d nnd t!1lrty 
t.hre:c !38twccn Jo.."m strider and Se.rah hio rife of the Co"tIDty of 
Jcffercon )L'"Ki btnto of Vir[!~:-1:!.a. or the one pa..~, a.nu tiic 
United States of l~erica by t};.~ Hon. Lc">1la Co.D3_. SBcrc"'.,a,..7 
of War of th& ct.her part, 'lilt.:\,.c::ceth th:lr, tho cs.id .John Strider 
nncl C..'\J.'~ his Y!ife for un in cc~:w:lderat!.on of the m..Tl or l'wo 
'i'bo usu;1d Slx hund.r(xi Bollnro, lawful ooney of the Uni. tcd sto. tes 
to thc::i in hand pn.id by t~o 8a..:..u United States of fi...':'.:crica 
( tll:roueh tho Hon. Lewl9 Car:s .Secretary of Wo.r) .• e.t e.::d before 
the c:iscalling and cleliverJ here or the receipt whereof in 
hereby nckno~ledt;cd, Have Grc.ntcd, Bargained, ·a.'1d &old, 
oliencd, enfroffcdJ relconcd ur.d confirncd, and by tl1cac 
:prcserrts do eru..'1t, Eru·5am a cell aJ..icn, enf co ff, r<!loo.se, 
im.cl confirm unto the 'UnitCd StaL.cs of .America a."1.d their 
aonisno for€ver all the ri[ibt, title, interest cle..:in a.."1d 
dc;:;:im1d whatsoever of the Cflid Jolm Stride!:, ·s.nd Saro.h hia 
wife, of, u:id to the UDO m1d priviled;;o Lsic_J of ·the. waters 
or t.1.e Chenand.oa.h. r.:i.VCJ:.' betwco::.1 the mills of ·the m.Uu Stritler 
called the Gulph Mills, a.,~d the :public worr...s b~ongi::J.g to t.he 
United states on said river below the fall in th.c river fro~ 
the G:rld cills to the terr::ibs"Glon of the land of t:>Bi.d Str~der 
being 'I't.ro feat Th_Teo ini;ll?.M: co.~encin~ r-.7o feet, five inches 
below the top or on il.'0!1 baJ.• rio11 inse1~ted in a rock, situated 
in the tail race of the mill cf said Strider; said bur being 
twenty three fE..o..eli six inchca cllsta....vit fraJ. ti:le .oouth co::::'!ler 
of suid mill._ '.lhc said Jo1'~71 Etrider and &l.r:ih ·his wlfa for 
tile consideration before nent,io;.1cd grant 1 1>nrc<lin ,_r.nd_ocll 
Uilto tr:.e TJn.itca states or 1~c:rico. the priviledgo Lsic,,/ or. :.. 
COO:!)leting find pe±-fcctin6 the tlora.a nO'J' ex!iendi.ng l)l'.rtly across :::· · 
tho 5~cr~oah rl.ver, nbovo ~~~ ncarl.Y opposite thci·_-riaid Gulph~ ~~.- ~-~- s-,- -:----

1.'..ills, co ~n :to increase the oupply oi' ua·ter to. ri.:.'-ry p.."Ct~t ~ - --.~;: 
:po.nsL.'1,g domi tho_cn....11g,l thnt lends to the Rifle F.ncto::-yj. also ·· · - ---· 
tho priviledse Loic..J or in-:;tt:loinl;. the _depth ond uidth or ~ _. :c· .... 

the p:rcoc..~t ca..'1al, extcndlng · f:ru:n the d&:a.0 luut DCl"'ltloned past· · 
the m.lllo of_r;ai_d Str.lc~ to the Rifle Factory; also the .. 
,In'ivilcd&a Loi.ad ·of 1.."1c.r-co.o.::1£! o.nd exte11dL"1g t!~o tlc.;a or-dams > 
nt the toru.l of. the cnlial 'or race -..,hlch m1pplici:J _ilia -n+lls of - " -·- : .. :-: 
flaid Str:i.der vi th t:atcr, lL'1d cf increacing th~ depth p...--:.d width --
of ooid canal or race, and or co:J3tructing tlU.3tc-;;icrd [slc_J . . ,; c ___ ·--

in the onne, nt nuch placeG o.o Wl:f be co:isldc.rod nece.:Jnzj by ~.:..- _:-:<~, - -
the SU!)crintcmdcnt or ti:.o .}Ic.rycra ferry ,~ry, _hlt(G-icceoror,~:" -~ . ~- . _c-: 
or any future at;cnt· of: the L'n~~Cd. ~tatea,_ £'or obtn..fu~~ wo.t~r~ -'"'~=~:-.- °' 
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Survey of the 

F rom11 Hc,rrenty Deeds to Land fl Co:nv8:.red by l ~ (""'> 

U1F_: Ordr!ance JJepartment: 1830-19?1
1
( li volt:), 

YoJ. III, p. 615- l~ational i'.rchive[> Record 
Group No. l?l, Public Buildings Service, 

Entry No. 58, Washington, D.Co 

Hall Rifle Factory IRland for the U.S. by 

s. Hmrell Brmm, February 28, 1885: 13 Acres .. 

"Survey of the Shenandoah Property at Harpers Ferry known as 

Hall's Rifle Factory"-

Beginiling at an auger hole in the point of a rock about two poles from 

the Canal on the north side of Shenandoah Street - a corner to the t?orporation 

of Harpers Ferry and Bolivar, being at the west line of Boundary Street 

and is the point of compromise between the United States and Major George 

Rowles ll/a suit pending in the Circuit Superior ~ourt of Law and Chancery for 

Jeffersons County in the yea.r 1827 [ Figure 1 on plat] runninc thence with 
0 

a compromise line along Shenandoah Street S 48 W 23.5 poles to a stone at 

the ddge of the Gnai, four p&les above the point where the north post of 

the old gate lock stood [fieure 2 on plat] thence with another compromise 
0 

line crossing the Ganal and the Winchester and Potomac Railro2 d, S 65 45 1 

E 17.3 poles to a stone at the margin of the Shenandoah River at the 

extension of the west line of Boundary Street [ 
0 

figure 3] thence S 74 F 

five poles to a stake in the water, it being the corner fixed at 28.2 poles 

from the sycamore tree, a conrer in the 125 acre patent in a survey made for 

the United States in the year 18?7 by Willian:t Castleme.n, Surveyer o.f Frederick 

County) and James H. Brown, Surveyor ,of Jefferson C.:ounty, Va .)in running out 

the lines of the Rutherford \ Jrant [ figure 4] thence Fi th the lines of 
0 

said Survey, south 78 E 26 :g__siles to a ~a"ke in the water [ figure 5] thence 

N 74 ° F 28 poles to a stake in the water [ :Figure 6] thence N 38 ° 30 1 E 8 .8 

poles to the end of the stone wing wall to an abut-ment on the Winchester and 
C"'-Sf 

Potomac Railroad ~ [figure 7] thence with saM1 wall )f 5~3 -poles to the ~~ 

c.orner of the abutment [ figure 8] thence vrith face of the srune A6rth 1. 9 -

poles to the other corner ther~ [Figure 9] thence with the guard wall at -
0 

the lower or east end of the . island N J..1: E 8.6 poles crossing waste way 
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- .. _ 

In \'/itneaa '7hcreof tho eaid John ::>tr.ider and S..i.rch ha wlfo 
have hereunto set their ho.nd.s and af f i.xed their veals the day 
and ycnr firat written. 

Jefferson County to wit: 

John Strider LL92 
Sarah 5trlder LL;j/ 

We Jnmea B. ~ager and Geo. D. Stephenson Justices of the 
peace for the Cou.1ty nforeeaid in the State of V.i.rginin do 
hereby certify that John Btridcr party to a certain deed 
bearing bearing date on the 27th day or June 1333 nnd r.ereto 
enncxed personally nppco.red before us in our County nf oresaid 
a.~d ac};.nowledtl~d tho Game to be his net ar.d deed und desired 
ua to certify the said ackr.owledge:zient to the Clerk of the 
Comty Court of Jefferoon in order that tho sald deed I:JZy be 
:recorded. 

Given lll1der our hands and seals this 27th dny of June 
lSJJ. 

Jcffcreon .County to ~it! 

JBBes B. f.'cge.r /is/ 
Geo. B. Ste:)henson LLii/ 

We Ju,ues Be. \'Ieger a.."1d Geo. B. Stephenson Justices of . 
the peace for the Cot1:nty nforcrmid in tho .Stnte of Virginia· 
do hereby certify tha.t ~a.li- .Strider the wife of John Strider 
purtic3 to n ccrtu1n deed bearing cate on tho 27th d:J.y of 
Ju.'1e 1833 and hereto fill..l)CXoo p~rnomilly appet:.red 1Jefore_ ua in 
our cou..rity aforesaid and being exa.'Jined by us privily und -. 
apart frc.::n her husbnnd e..nd .L~ving the deed afqrcsaid fully 
explained to he.r she tho said &ra_l] acb1owled5cil tlw ::J[;.':10 - to -. 
be her act and deeu and decJ.~ed thut she had willingly signed 
scaled and delivered the sc.;Je a.~d that she wlshcd not to 
rc~ract it. 

Given under our bands f!ll:l seals this 27th duy of June 
lSJJ. - . , 

Janes B. \':az;cr LI.~Z 
Goo. B, Stephenson LJ..§/ n ' 

-
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tor +,he public trorks Il0\7 e5tnbl:L.sl1cdJ or whlch rJn.y hereafter 
be cstnblishcd by tho United Stntes at, or nc<l!' _. tJ1e Rifla 
F~tory en tbc Shena::1d.ouh river; provided. ho~1cvcr th::rt uuch 
Ymate;1icro Lsicd s.b..'.l.l.1-r.ot be ro con3tructcd e.s to p:-c-_,ont 
the i'rc~ pa!:;CO~e to the Ia.ills or said Strider 0£ 'ilhntcvc:­
qt.:nntity of y13.ter he n~y require, without, l:O'ircvcr le~c~:1irlg 
tbc force or qt:r;.iTti ty of '.:!U :.c!' required by the Uni tro .::.'ta tea. 
J~d the en.id Jolm otrlC.cr c.nd .'..:o.rc.h his \7::i.fc, for t!!c ccn­
cidcr~tion before rr.e~ti0::1~J, g:-&nt and convey to tnc L'hitcd _ _ 
.st<:r~cs of .Amer .icu nnd t!H::ir e.sol[p'.1.'J forever ~l::e ?:-ivi:!..cC.:c LPiOd 
of erecting a. <lH!!l or dc.::J.!J, pn~.:-l.1y 01· entirely ucroc:3 the 
Saen:\ncoo.h river o.t n..'1y :poi.nt OI' points belc;; th.2 nillG of 
s~id SL.rider, t!"le heigt.t. or '°0..ich ro.1cvcr .1 s.imll r..o~ be mra 
than OlGht inchon aboyc tho to_? of n.n iron bar m-.r !..:.;sG:rted 
in a. rock, situated neer the u:;:par end of the I:Jl;::.:rul on 11h.ich 
tho Riflo Fn.ctory :i.o loca~cd., beinrr tte SCCo:lcl :-ock or a 
ledt;e of roe.ks 1 cxtcmln~ .fro2 su.id Islund ncn.rly ac1uns the 
S:-iena.'ldcia.'1 river in the direction of South J/4e- i'.icnt.: ~he said 
h'On b::i.r itJ i.~c~ed in rn:dd rock so t!i.n.t t.he top thereof ia 
CV'C!!l with surfucc of the hi;::...~eGt point of mli.C. roe:-:, a.id in 
ortl~r to id.e:.ti.:fy it the r:.o:•e pa1--ticulurly, tho. follm1.L,-i.g 
bc:.:f:l~i::n.:=;s a...>d distu...11cen have ~ec~ ascertained, ;::ca.~ur.L'iZ f'rom 
r..aid bcr s viz; to tho inner- n..T(!lc of a. lur.;e :r<N1: ncnr tho 
£:out:h r:rr.:.rt;L"'l of the S'ncna.~d.0~1 river South 44" Eo.rrt; to the 
E:aot. Ch.il:-:ncy of tho u·:1cllir.j "L:ousc occupied by Jolm H. Eo:U 
on Camp Hill i;::,rth 6$ l//t Q Dist i to the Eu.rrt corner or the 
ne11 lltono addi-r.ion to the dwelling house of sa.i.d st::-idcr 
&:ruth 1.;1 1/4 ° !Lest; to tl:o 1.:·e~t. corner of sto:1c b:.i.ildi. .... ._z 
iio. H i._or 11 .U attached· to t.he Rifle Facto~ North 45 1/4 ° 
Dl.<Jt di::r'"..,a.1t 'I'wo }U.h'1tl!'Cd t::...':!t fo;;:ty SeV'C!l feet;_ n~ti to the 
L9.St co:!.'Dcr> of ~he ff(,!J.On~ -Lslc.i/ bUildi...'16 - for2e:rly bclo~~ing 
to T~:CT:'thy licrri.."1.gto..11 d-xd iio~~h 29 1/2° Went 'l\to 1m .• '1drcd 
E4'1d tv;('.;1 :;;; uix fc.Q.t. - I'o :r::nve n.'1d to bold the cc.id t:Se ~ 
privilcdge, Lc1c""/ ~d cn.}o~e..---i-t of the 7tater "'f?J\le:i: bcfol1e 
nent:!.oncd hereby" Q'O....---i-cm untl ccnvcyed unto the United S(,ntea 

. -.i 
- i 

of l::::.cr .!.ca n:..d their ac:J:..cn.:.£ :fci·cver·. And the ciid Joh.r."1 
.:: • . l d <:>,;.,~.,,, . h"' . " ,.. ... h 1 t~ . 1 • u·.,:.•;:.c..cr 8.l1 ..x.u. ful .t.S U:UC, lOl~- w.C:...--:Ge Vea,. ll8l:' _10:.::•o 1 

Exccu~a, ond l\C:h:ilnintra~o!"a, do hereby c:::;vc::::ot. nnd c..crec 
to ;.-n:rril.'TC £L~d dcfe;1d trn'l rr:Y)le Of tl:e -,..atcr !;.::-if-CJ: l::.!i.d t!l.c 
r::.cht of nc.i:ie it a.a a.forc:Je:i~::.o::ied hereby g:rlli.tctl o....!d con­
VC-Jc<l m~o tbe l!nitcd 07.atc!I cf A:1e:-ica~ a.nu tho.:X c2Gi013 
forevc~ fr<!O £:rrei tho clitl:u of tl:.C4 the. caicl Jo~m 3tr ..!.c~er und 
&:!.ro...'1 his ~ifo nnd 'frco the cln.ci or cloiJ::ls of CVC!r'J other 
perron or parcons '11but~ocver. l.n:l the !:!!lid .Jo1m .'.:;1:!':.dcr and 
.Sarah his ~ife for the con:::itlci~o.~ion before c~rcs!::cd, rcle~ca 
l:. c:::oncro.to tho Lhltod States from nil clnb .-1i:atcvor for tho~-~-, 
prciriol.J.3 use of tho ~oater pcr.!Cr hereby· conveyed-.:..~--: -

j-



Item 10 I .-JI 

[ ] ~ l(J.5C: pole~ l ~i 11 to an angle in the wall Figure 10 thence N 46 30' r. _, ~ :-- It 

to another angle in said wall opposite the Locks [I igure 11] th enc a 

N 78 O 30 1 E 7 .6 poles to a forked sycamore treP. standing on the lower 

point of the island [ figure 12] thence crossing the boat course just 

below the locks N lo" 45' W 4.7 poles to the north side of the stone wall 

at the south line of Shenandoah Street [ figure 13] thence along said street 
0 

S 79 15 1 W 16.6 poles to the head of thA locks at the north side of 

the wall [figure 14] thenc£along the north side of the wall _,- S 86"15 1 W 

14 .8 poles to the east end of a large stone on the top of the wall at an 

angle in the same [Figure 15] thence S 85°W 16.5 poles to a.e point opposite 

the middle of the old bridge over the cann,/ to "Halls Rifie Works11 

[figure 16] thence S 86° W 22 .15 poles opposite to and near a solid rock 

in the road [figure 1?] thence follm-ring the curve of the wall 10.5 poles 

to a stone at the west line of Boundary Street extended [Figure 18] and 

finally with said extension N 4° 301 E \,8 poles to the beginning, containing 

13 acres, one rood, and 10 perches. 11 

Copied by Charles w. Snell, October 1979. 
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i;::i.t:Lonn1 Arc hi veR f..1?.~ord 

Gr011p :Jo •. l':ll-Publir, 
builrli r::;r Service- : ni,ry 

75, 'lr2y Loo- ~'.. 
\·.'c.shinston: J.C" 

The United States of America to 'lhom2s H. Savery: 72 3.cres. 

Survey of 11 Potomac. •.;Property" [U.S .. !iusY:et Factory Grounds] at Harpers 

Ferry, v.T. Va., bys .. Howell Brown, s .. , J.c., !l<.=irch 26,1885. 

. __ ,,_ 

Beginning at a point on the bank of the Potomac Liver at the corner 

of one of the vlae;er Lot heservRtions in line with the stone wall at the 

lower end of the 1'-rmory Yard ( see Fig .. l in the plat hereto c:>.n.nexed) running 

thence vrith the stone vra.11, S h3° W 4oR R._9les to an angle in said wall( fig.2) 

thence continuing with the Fall in part, folloidng along the north line of 
t5' 

Shenandoah Street S 51 l.;511 \'J 9 .O R,.oles to the corner of the Arrlory Y~rd 

wall at Poto~ Street, being at the line of the Wager Six Acre ~ceservation 

( fig. 3) thence along the southwest side of wall, with said Potoma._s Street, 

N 49""15 1 W 33 .. 9 poles to an anr;le in the sci.me (fig. li) thence N 45°15 1 v! 
0 

3? .J poles to 8.nother .v -~- angle (fig. 5) thence n 43 \·7 41..6 R_Qles to the 

1·rest sicl_y of the upper column on the s2.id >-1all (fig .. 6) thence cross int; 

Potomac Street and running with the line of a lot [ the Bluff Lot] sold by 

the United States to Ale:!:ander Hurphy S 45°1·.' 1607 poles to 2. stone in the 
0 

north line of Ridge Street (fig .. 7) thence with said line N 76 30 i W 17 

poles to a stone at the intersection of the SB.me Yith the east line of 

Lancaster Street ( .fig. 8) thence 1·:i th it, N 13 () 30 I E 8 roles Yo a stone at 

the, · ... terminons of said ttreet ( fig 9) thence with .. the back line of the 
Blocks d 

Seminary[school] Lot and of ___ .. : · U,T, and 8 N 76 30 1 1.-; 66.5 poles to a: 
0 

i=:tone (fig .. lO) thence again with the rear line of Blod:s f and R N 7h 30 1 W 

L?.9 poles to n stone at the east line of 'J.'[:ylor Stre~t (/1.r;, .. ll) thence 

extendinE said line N 15° 30 1 F ? poles to a s tone (Fig .. l?) thence follovring 
0 ~ 

the street lines N 26 \·; 3 .5 poles to a stone ( FiE. 13) thence N 16 30 t W 

308 poles to a stone in a ravi_~e at the east line of Putn~ Street ( Fig
0 

14) 

thence i·:ith said line N 30 e> 30 1 E l6 poles to the Balti.Jrlore and Ohio f..ailroad 

at the east end of the culvert vall ( Fig. 15) thence along the railroa d 
N 6o

0 
W 3 poles to a stone above the Fest side of the culvert wall, at.__.,the 

north linfpi' Van Wert Street ( Fig 16) thence vith the said street lines 
·o . 

S 70 W 5 .3 poles to a pine tree ( Fig. 17) thence N 80 ° 1:! 8 - poles to a stone 

( Fig) 18) thence N. 70 r:J W 13 poles to a stone ( Fig .. 19) thence 



.,-•'' 
., -- l 3 3 

N 6)L 
6 ~O' 1-; 9 .) poles to a stone ( l ig. 20) t'1F::ncn N 57 <' ;"o' 17 19 .?~ 

polu; to 2 stone (:Fig, ?l) th:mr:e N 6) 0 1:! liD .. 9 poles to a .stone (Fig. 22) 

thence N n° w lli ol poles jto a stone ( Fig. 23) thence N 7L 
0 

30 I H 26 .. 1 poles 

to a stone at the east line of Cambridge Street ( Fig. ?L.) thencE: 
o 6 .. S · 

extending said street line N 15 30 • F ., poles ~o a stone at the 

terrmination of said street ancl the beginning of North Clilf Street ( Fig. 25) 
b 

thence folloFing the north side of the last named street N 55 30' F 11.3 

poles to an iron bolt in a rock ( Fig. 26) thence N 29 °\'! 15 poles to a 
() 

stone ( Fig. 27) thence N 34 H 9 poles to a hi~h rock ( I'ig. 28) thence 
0 

N 51 30' H 10 poles crossing a small stream of wciter in a deep r~_yine to 

a iron bolt in a ro~k just north of said stre8.1'1, it being ).7 poles above the 

( face of the cDivert, through which the streams passes under the 

~altimcn:•i=> abd Ohio Railroad ( Fig. ~) thence N 38 ° 301 r 'H 13 poles to a 

pine tree (fig. 30) thfmce N 65° 30 r VJ ll poles to a stone ( fig. 31), thence 
d 0 

N 85 W 23.75 poles to a stone (fig .. 32) thence N. 77 30 1 v7 10.fi poles to a 

stone ( I ig. 33 )thence S 73o15' 1·; 11.8 poles to a stal<e (Fig o 3L_) thence 

0 ¢ 
S &J 15 1 W 15 .1 poles to a stone (Fig. 35) ttence S 68 \·: 10 o3l poles to a 

stone in the original Patent line, now the line of Samuel W. Strider (Figo 36), 

thence with said line N 7C.' r h? poles to a stone on t!ie , . bank of the 

Potomac River ( Fig. 37) thence dm:'TI the river vi th the meanders thereof, 

folloFing the color line on the Plat,, embracing the Canal, wagon road, and 

Bai timore and Ohio Railroad, to the place of Beginning, containing 71 acres•* 

Given under my hand the 28th day of l:!arch 1885. 

8 .. Hovrell : . Brown S Lurveyorl J [efferson] 

C [ount~r] • 

* in a revised map prepared Dec ..10 ,1885- BrOi .. m estimated the acreage -at 

slightly more than 72 acreso 
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William Castler..an, Jr. anc~ J ci.mes 11. Bro"m' s 

Survey of the U .s. Armory p ublic lands at E::i.rpers 

Ferry, Va., June 1827 o 

Plo+ti..ri.g the bonds of deeC.s. 
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NAP No J 

Copy of Survey of Loudoun Heights Woodland 

of Fernando Fairfax }'!'..a.de by John lfathias, July 17, 

18ll. Map No. 53, Drawer No. 7, Harpers Ferry National 

Historical Pcirk Map Case. 1,,395 5/8th acres. 

For Copy of William McPherson ts Sur•. ey of 

Loudoun H eights Woodl2.nd, dated S.eptember lL, 18ll, 

see Hap lJo. 52, Harpers Ferry National HP l~p Ca se. 

Surveys from the National Archives, Washington, D.C. 
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APPENDIX 

Copy of Deed of Ferdin®do Fairfax to Secretary of \'iar For 
Loudoun Heights Woodland, 1395 acres, Auq>.ist 20, 1813, Reel 
24, V .6, pp.549-555, l~ational Archi vas R., G. 
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I 



Plat of Ferry Tract on South Side of Shenandoa.'1 

River, Loudouh Heights, conveyed by Fernando Fa-l.....rfa:x: 

to the United States, 68 acres ar..d 80 square perches. 

Prepared by Jon Mathias, April 1818. 

Ha.rpers Ferry National Historical Park Photostatic Collection,. 

Map No. 56, M~ Case,. Drawer lfoo 7 .. Orig:illal in National 

Archives, WashLrigton, D,.C .. 
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S~ Bo.iel1 Hro>m, Jl"r"h ?ll,liHl). 

\\:\\,ionf:l J,rddves ilccoi'rl Group 171. 
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Superintendent of Harper's Ferry Armory, Hajor John Symington's 

Estin~tes of December 12,184l to Chief of Ordnance, Lto Colo 

George 'l'alcott, which follovrs, of the cost of acquiring the 

lot and buildings in the Wager Six Acre I~eservation that fronted 

on the U.So Musket Factoryo, from Serial Noo 464,, 28th Congress 

2nc: Session, 1842;.-45, House of Renresentative Executive Domments 

Vol. 46L, DocU!Tl.ent No .. 43, ppc 6-120 

DocUl"lent Noc 43 was prepared to accorr,pany and explain 

1'12.jor John Symington's 11 :Hap of Harper's Ferry, dated December 

1844, v!hich showed in detail the lots and Wager Lot buildings 

the Armory hoped to purcha se., 

pages 15 to 19., 

See Narrative History text, 
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1•l~~;~;d ~:~t':1·,~ .. 1·: 1:11 il ::,d n1•-!:'•:. d, .~:,J~ i:1J·.d.1,:t.11 1:1,, · 

1 ._ L,_;dl· ':l· 1 :1~· c 'l! ~ ·~-. i! .1., i .· .il~ l,;., i ~l ~Y~ , Ll;ur., ~ '111.G tL.· r·:::: 

o( ~t t._1 t:1:-- l ·L;- i.1 ~'i;_:, s. 
'l'i12 c·:ll:i:: ; ''"'.'~ !" ,,fl;·r f 1r t!i:: pnre\1:1:•' nf il1i:~ property ::rr, v, .'("U•. 

tlJ(~ rnl;iic l:ri::~!Jii'..~> 1.nfd(:~-111~ llu~. ar11!dl'Y ('.:ll:i} fr(ilil 1langt•r ~f tire Ot\·~.-r~ 
nu~ 1.Jd:.~ !L~· ~Jl,,y; to \i.·l11vh ca ualty tliert~ i:-: ~~:rc:tt llaLi11tr: fru1n ( .. 1 
1rL1l1V ~tal 1 !< ~ r1Ld ~·!11aH: l1t1l1lit·..-::: ~ itn:th~ ll.(·fl'i'·ll. · 

rff10 pnLlic Luiillin;~ adj 1 ~i11iu~ an~ f.J'li~·!.:dI:: 1i1lt:d ··::ith lli[tclii11(·.1y~ ~.1:J 
immc•u::c ly vali::1[1lc:; tlic l<: ~ (•! a:,y "lil' t·'. "" IJir·li v: .. ul 1 l :; ihrh-:,: l 11 . 
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lJnt cn:n ;(i(1ll1d fire (\fi~itiaic ill 1he Tt'::r P[ nq:> 1 l :' 111 111l 11:ic l.•1•11l1••,r 
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I .: l; J.' !.. i I ~d 

.·.!! (<' ! l 
1 r y;. 

1 ' . : . ~ 
l I j, l f ~ 

l' 

l'. ... 

~-:ii d 1:· ... -:r· c.1··('n1 d11_: 111 .·~':,Ji:, 

' '·- • '.d ~it'! : 1.\ \. < ! 11 I.:[: 

L. l .. 
1
:, :::'. :·,',"ii'.~ i',','j'.,';;;_~.:·i i.~1'. .· l •!. 

:LL ,,1L r i:-, r( i' tLL! ~1~ 1 -- t 1,_::t: cc­
.;1~['r1L<· i 1:~~, t;,'h(i. e rt·~ i.1111i ,~d ~~r-::: 
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ti:cLi~ -: ~it~;'- ti.1.•. 1'~( »:·il 
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;_ !;.'.'.!! 11,·:t t.O?r' i.~,,i.._'. ::. 
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:· •· 110· d "',"!'.'' 'd (• ·1y) 1[l (,' '· :' '\' 1·-111!11 h".Vr) t]F; rim T \' l":''d·1•c·-: 
· ·· ,:o w11C'r v:. ::. a;1,l the d" Ii i· ,: 1 ' ·cr-r1 I]. -.· •1':·clli1-r:o :" •1 r; :.! 

,. ·:· :) ) ·.:ly c•;ltiv:it· •1. 'TJ,r•rn i~ 'l • .. :,,,t. .,f !: ,.,,1 l 1i 1rl1P;:· f·r ii .. ·, 
'. • tlic: a1 :.101·.'~i'. TL 0 ·1~1 "ti ;r l"'rt 1.j' 1•· ; L1o1Jt 1i":1·y'y'"'t''' :.j!J('.'', ,_,f 
--- '.l, r-n11 in ].1.,·: Li·1· :p f'it1wtii>n", · ·c.· ;1, ... ,L.t"h• ·l J . .,] r:,,,,·J• cniitin­
··"': .. rr,..2uirip~ rr;-"'ir--., '·'O ti(~ 1·") c'1': ·,\' ., i:~ a ~rc:.t d· .:rr::>: r-f:,., F" '1 1?nt rr;.. 
:;·: .':! fJrrn l• pt"'~ rl'i!e }~n1clE·"·; of t)Jft r~ iu ~,~!J. ir1le /', ·,~,-,1 11r[ : . ~UTC 
--~7~~1'..:·, ·i1~:ir~ nr-- \r~(>ltinc! lF_ ·L"!~··tl:•1,·~c1q11··lin1il·1("1Jf;~t}!1~,.,~~:v"" 

·; ' 7· 1 ~- (•l·l ·t:n';i1n : rc1 ·,r tut··~r-i11!_.! in d,.·r;1y, and t'_i!!~HnniU£; 1 Ly CdlJtiuudJ 
,-~:··-- ·' f.1r l' I· i• ,., th-.: rcrit fPll'l. 

fh·-; Jot'-' :'~PS. 11 and 1 :~ ;trt~ ('()V I• d '.'Iltir···!y \V}t~ 1 l111i!~l!11r!:~ (1['"'lpif·J :n~ 
'".'s. T!,cy n!·c !'itw•tl'd, as yon '.'.'!Jl v·1cr·ivt.: or1 th·:: 1·ht, iu frc,ut of tl;c• 
":~·::::· c-uc]C'.;urc, nnd allowin::.; r•ti;\, re 11 irr,iw ':1tr:,11cc to tlw arrnon« 
1r i~ kJ1r-roar_·h i~~ n1n~~t gt;nL·r~~~l:{ f!n~ .. l \:;it!i h<Jr::-·_'3: -.. v:-gJn~, ltc., and di:..! 
•' r :tc;;'.:ges t1irm·d out fro:il tii•.: :Ol••l""' :::1J i.; :lie ll.-ll'.tl llw.rt wlirrr: 
.:~ c:muirv 11co1,.,l:: exhibit 1l1c·ir 11•rr.-'.;1r:i:' f,,r ~"·k, l<'i1<Lri1:~ tlico l•luc,• filthy. 

1 f - " - • 
·:.~ 1 ~cr1cntlv i1;L,iTUJ:tin~( t~:-..: 1_·ntt;d~(:_· iuto tl'.-_' ar11H1ry. 

y;.> 1;i1i:Cii12r, C'itll cnly 'b-: i:ur;c-~c··c1 i-y r•ircb:"ill~ ont the prr•r .. ·rty. 
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·.~'.''. :;·;"r 'I' 1 ·i:.i'.'.-~11 i:i-~;_,cl fir in _'i l111t l·ein~ oLta1nct1. · 
r' j: !:rt "l!l~.r~:('f·'O, t- «irk; 1i1•_' j,,,,, ~;ns. l l [l!Jf.! 12, a J'<ll'L of tho~·'. ex­
'~·:·(~, -.·11 ftr•.;!1 JI1~·'.1 '.r(.1_·t t1 1 tli•1 t~l!·.:y l,(1nh·riil,~-~ the c;:uctL 'f\V(lit~\' .. _ 

t t.r th:· Ju,\'t r 1 :pJ uf c,1_el1 uf ti11c_,-_:c l1_1ts \V0\11d iJH']qr_Ie the ~,1·,l 1L -.:" 
·, -,·'· . c·~~-, fr-.·,1 ·::l:'r-!J chn:.· r ; t» 1.· ''i'i'h:li'.·11d• ll i t'1i·<. ild<Lll lti 11J.', 
··~: (J[° :_;,, ;:.]; .,_., 11 f.----rr. \\'~\::~;_l i;i~»r;i, ·:' :: ;::}t':~r .-· dr": 1 l•l 111 f_·ct. L1._·,;iJ is 

·~-i~ ,,ft: ~ ;.~::L~~. l;~·v-.:.~, ii ·: {• f-it~ 1 1ic l1uil 1'.i·'~s u11L1 dUy ~tluc,turt.)S 
.r.] ~ ;i!:._r:,: .. 1i: ;l~(' ll1~.: 11) 1 ~1~!i, 1 --~ :n 1 1 11~ 1.ijl Lt_·f(,~:tt'L 
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1 - ..l • 1 ~ ttlf'. (J",'.'Ui'r is b1p·fl. thou~rl1 I!~~ t,t_,:_._ ·~ tl1'tt to ln: tbe anL·1~11t 
:~·' 1 \'.'-.·:i:J y1 ·1'1 ~:t 1) l•''i' c•. i';t. 'tlw H.'lit tint Le ll:cs Leeu olF;rt.:J J-.,r tl1e 
.', :~-.~L~·t ;:; _ _,,-·')i!U 1 l .. ll~!~PE!l. 
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liy11,es, tlic.<iwnr:r cif a prt of ,,J, ,ti.: f'«ll· ,1 '' I>vrnr'>'s i :. : . 
0f !lie j~,!rt11d Lung a!L-:Hly in the ru:.".: .-idll an1l (•Cr.u11·n;' .. -. 
/j!•dc'S. . . 

/i:, tli(; price wJ;r:d aJll<·ar,; to lie H'<t' ·,;-ial11:>, (~·,1,riill1.) I '.:c .: , . 
lln.: pnidw: ·~ of it, ''" 1L0 u;ily 111eam' of L'"' pu;~· off I . ."1 ll··i ; ; ' 

iu1.i;n1~ (:;;cdlu1t 1;.ii.kuin:; f;rDll!id for tlH> armorer.','·" Ji.,,-
lo u!ltivate it on rnffornnc:c. .. 

I am, fir, vuy 1.·:,pcctfolly, &c., 
JOHK SY;III\CTq· 

fi . ' 
J.~i·"· ''.r (1 

Lieut. Col. GEoRc:E TAU'OTT, 
Ord11a11cc /) ]'1ll t1ncnt, H'ad1:ngtrm City. 

(}lo c l( 3 /?. ls'--. 

'f)lih, ,..-i lJ-;,t Lf 
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.. :.:, ... ,/.,.«· ,,,- , ( . ., ,jf:tl 1r/1/lf«Jt•r·t'!Jr•f},',( f'':r,•t'f_•ll, flttlll'•r/ /,'//IJ'lt'rt/r- lfll/tl'trftal/;r1 rrtf*Otl'll.J'l.1r f/it• tlrt/J.'11• /JU//1(4f;rl:!~ <!( t,';;; .J/111cr.t•;,,».,. 
/·: T!"/ r;,r:::t,<'', ,., .. ,:/:' rl··.~r?'t._/dto1: o/ /n·r• f,~;1":·01•,, t:t1·1t!s on t'ru'/l lot! and till' przcr ./<1r wluc/t tti.tl tr/tole can ua purc:tu.zsod--t/;,,c.,)'<J 

ict.1/p11;;_; in,_·,'ud,:ti 1t.:it1~:n t/zc !l"'!!rno lines t1;arkc1cl on t/u; acco1/T/Ht11:;'in~lf 11lat, 
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/ Pticc of I Price I Total. 

ground. ofbuild· 
I . I 

I 1 m;;s. 

Dcscriplit'll of lhc l'nildings, &c. 

I I 

-~--1-1-i i\fr;. Swayne • I Riclrnrd D. Dornn l~;;::.:;,-:1:~, 41J by 40 fret, 2 stories high, wit.ii fini~hcd ;:met 
·---·------

I a!i. 11 ~:Liw.:, 1.''rl r1·1.lf; <'1.:!1ar underneath; un open p:•dlc.rv m fr0nt; bucH: 
; l.1111;ri i~' ·~:·~ t1( hrir• l\, ~2 Norins; lower ~tory occupied ·as 1tr)rc~, u f'p,,r ntory 

:: , 1 j . J and :~ari1".y. 1 1~\·:1'.!lill'l:"I:! - , . . - !' .,_ .. ~ 
Pnrt of l~ I G ... TI. v;-~,_;.:;r;r .. I Iltchard D. Doran T-.1:n--,fnry l:r11'1r ll!ltldlll·~, Wltll lllH~hctl ~arri:t r.r.d ('(' .. ar, .)J by,,,) feet, 

: .... ,!'! cf 12 

i•:J 
17 
1,-.: 

l'.J 

!.:fJ 

~1 

"' " 

Il 1;::r:T ~~r n: 

"\ ~ .. " 
."'.I;:·. :-- .. : ··;11' 
I,;, i~. 1~~,, ... nr 

Ci. IJ. "',l .... n::;rr 

G. B. \\ ... ,t~r>r 

c;, ll. W:"'."' 

(l p, '~"-''":''l' 

I c•,1rrrr 1l w11lt :~!111~~1 1,'s; lnv;rr stury tH:cupir.:d part a·;.:'\ dn1(,. 1.nrl !~r;.n..:rul 
l ' \ ,~rll ty ;;'qJ'I', :1nrl J':i..rt as a sliocmakt'.r'!l d1or; tI1t.~ urrrr .1tury T t:11.:.!·:-
1 ! din::·~·lfr1.,:1:-:rlwdl1:1::s .. - ... .. 
\ II~nry Yo~t ' Twii-- •ur·,· i1cr·;.~ l;nddin!~. 1~nntin11ati!in or the h1uidin~ ahovc-<le~rnl·i·d. 

I ;1?H1 P:1dr·r lP'f'. roqf, ;.]j lly :w 1i 1 e! i Jqwer ~:tory tH'''Uf'H~d ns n ;;cnc:r·tl 
y·1r!r ~:.· tn1r'. 'IPJ"<'I" ;;tr)ry iu a dw"iin~:" - 1 

' A hr .. ,, '.\·nrHl1·n ,~1:).~•]1•, (j!) l1y :m !~'Pt, a;1d k1ft niJove ! 
J. r;:. \V1'.~·m 

- I ,'.n.muci L 1_;\ ( r 

CJ::ir'cs Dutl•'ll 

Philip C•.'OlH 

.\ <:"::~ 1 ] \'."Pr• 1 i··J1 Jir1 1 1·~. J(j in_· 1 ~ ·~·,,t. I •1'.nrv 1 
f.ln i I: !1 ,;•rr:r~t :t :~-...:tor,, i1n1?~·: ;!'111··· .... :w !Jv:l~ fi~Pt, e'1rr:'rcd \v·ith .;;1!~'.'."''.''~. ' 

.'11:1i 1'(•i;,lr nnrl'.:nir~at·h: nn 1;1r- n;;,." .. a };.-,1blr• for woo<l, witn loft :i>r ii.!\' 

On il1:;:1 (l"('t a ·~-'nnn: iitk'~ 1:··':" ·<:m !n .. ;:-2 fr'ct, con~rrd -with ri11r:·<1''~. 
~'ll 1 i •'(•J::1r lll~r!-'nlrat·Ji: a pnn•:1 l!l front ~~nd rr;u·; Oil the a~ll'}' a '.'.'t (;1i•'!l 
"~,1b:r•, w1~h 11;·\~ lot't :JI ln· 1" :»' ~ ... - _, - -

On 11;,_:11 ~·:lrr rt a ;2:.·;torv iiri<'l~ hoii...:P. •,·.;i~;l h1:u11t•11t, and ··ellnr undi'r 1: 1sr­
mcnt, :~ f [1\" ~1:1 ·1 fo1:•t, 1•11\·1•r1 ·i \1;111~ · l:1~11 1 W('il li1wd1cd; nil thf' al:r'; ~~ 1 

1 ~~--torr ;;t11n~1' l111.w.;f', ~21j by'-·~ f, rt, i'll',"c Fd wirb •;hin,:.:ic,': • ~ -
- ! Un i li'"i1 ~rri:t ~t '2-'-·t,1n· ,..,~•Jlll' :.J)lJ' e, '\·ith l)a:.(':ncnr. :JO ln: :~Ii f1:t't, r"'-·t'rcii 

I with ~·!:1t1', v:ilh ii~.l·k ln11~din·..:··, n\l wc11 lirn:·ihPd; <Hl "tlH~ a;'.i'\' a stnnc 
G. B. '\V'n~er 

-w;11;:u,1 .Mc".:·~·:: 
l ::iab:1• ;2ri hy ~{)!'er·!, Wi\i1 hav [q(L~ al:1o, d st0nr. ·.;n1 okc-1int1sc ltJ \iy ~i tel'~ 

On ]ii· h :·',rc•r·~ a ~ .. ·tniy ~:tow~· llutFt', 1nth lm,t;enwnt, :rn liv ~G frC!. <'ti~~ 
11r"ll '\\"iti1 ::l;i!t•, '""Ji lln1·ili1'd, :~1~d a '>t.1111! rorn~:11nL-:(' 1 (:Jy ~) r'~ct; en 
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0 r:w/ part:>~( lots, rwd. im1irm,u111~11ls U11•r1•n11, 1nt'11"'/ l1y Jlrirnlr inrlieirl11al[:, wljoi11in::; iiv: p\t!J/tr: buildi111-'.·" 

,._.. :i; 'il1:,·;: :·'s J:C:Y!t armory, icith dcscri11tion r!f ti1i! i111,1mt1·em.1•11ts 011 ecr1;/i lot, rmd the price for 1i:hich th~ 'itho~e can or, 
--··tl•c.0 c lots a:ul parts of lots .'1ri11g illl'l w{. r,' u•ith i 11 t itc &lur 1 in cs mar keel on tile accomz1anyi11g zilat. 
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U<.::r:riJ <(Jr1JJ of !lie ilui!dill~.H. 1 I'ncr. of l'ri·~ / ·!I'ol.:lL 
Gl'OUnd. or l1 uilc.l-1 

i1J;,;. 1 

~\· '!· ·~ .:,r,.· h·i··> l11:i1di11':(, with !.::dir·rv, !inL·hcd !.:arrcL n:~d td'.:i.r. ·ltl 
·: ;11 . ; 11\11·i d \'. 11!i :-!1ni·::i .:~ ii~1r·'~ Ln1ilclin~ of bnch, :2 ~;lnn 1 's; 

].,, ... ( r .,, 1· : •111·1 ·, ''~'[l!T !-lPr~·dwdl111:~8 
.\ ~· >'•.•n· i·rick ln1ililir1:,.:, 11r•d li111· 1t1•d ~:·1nct nnd 1·c llar1 :r; l1y :w feet, shin­

( 1·'! 1'; ].1\V1 r ~ '11ry t1rn:..:.- ·:t11rn and :-!111c1J1;du,r'.s ~hop, uprcr ·tpry 
[:. ·,\' · i: ~, .~ ' .. l 

\ ·: • ·; ': i11 !1'), h·tild1!1 ,._ ('n11!in11ntio11 n( thf' fr1rr·.~nin~ rlf ··rihcd !mii1l!"L'.'", 
·::, \.~: :.;\\ 1"1, l,, ·rn11· J11u.-h ~ Jr1W1'r ~·~1>r;·~·nu11t1·'.; •·!11f('. upper ;-:;t{'ry d':,-c1-
1; ..... 

\ .;. ;, ;·;·1•Hl('\l "t,111]1•. w1t~1 l1:t\' lut't, (il) l1v :HJ tr·«L 
~·!~ri;; ~-·· ,.-11~1 ~1 l:1111H', Hi liy l-i f,,,.!, 1 ~:\n~ry 

,\ '.\·oin<l r 1',.' 1\ '·i!li l11v !ort. ot' \ttt!t• \,dur 
l\ 11Fi:i \\' 1 111d, ~-,;,:11. \~·nll li;iv lo1!, ~20 liv l:~ t~'ct 
,\ :~- ~n,"; :·~1'11f' itoq ,t', 'Jfi [J\r·~_;:j fr·1't, t•n\·r·rNl WitJi •,'. ! 1•' 
\ ·> :1,1T '•Iii<' ltnll:;1• 011 Il1:.;l1 f~trr·i't, witi1 lr:t ·!Jt11·11t, :;uh•: ~t; J~·ct. en\·~ 

('!'( d \·:11 h \~ ltll l1a1'.fr l11Jlldi;1·-·~ ,ll! w!'fl 1ini··i1r"J; i;n t11t' .t!~1·v a 
<nnr', \ 

1
l1i1· :Jlj ·,· ;20 fi•eL, \Vi th li,t\; ln:r; '•l, n ~·t·'ll" btnUkt.'~J1qW,t; lU ; 
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·;;:11o1~(·~i. L.~i,!1" "'.1~·1 b~1y ]r)n~ :Ji Uy·~() Ji:Lt 
• 111 1: ·: r11"lt·(\ i 1·ild;11 

,\ \\ "' "~ ! ', l('; . JI ·,. : h;l[l, S~:l liy l·"' r1•r t 
1;; ',',llf'r!·,) :·1,'11,ly 

1·y : 1•1'.11· L.i11 t, :HJ l1y :2fj 1'1;1~t, \~.t'1'r~ l 1r1!'1 and n ·~-tr·n· s:0nc .\ 
;,,'1')!' L, j j IJ ,' ] :_! {~~pt 

A .·2-· ~')r:: .:•nt" 111i'1 • :j!J Ly :!U frrt, ~<ated n r>f, ,1.ml ~-~,tory .. ;tune kitc:ien, 
, ·t~ Lv l!i t: 1 L; . hi11~·le rnol' -
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,Joint 7?':' 111/i1m Jr' tf,'llfl~lo (/,n /') i :,,. /,,1r1r!.r:; n1 , •,!:,ii,;,,,, fr, tl-r .'~j11 r'11:Ui 'rl r1111l 

flr1rl'rr's. r:ny A1111()1;uJ, 111-d tJ,, .... Y('11!, < 111- :11111 ~1nr1_•1l. 

flr it r:snh:rrl 111 i/1r> 0"'u111f(' rrntl Jft,11r;.1• of ll 17'11., :1/11fi11'' of f/,r f'nif,·d 
-- · - 1 ' · " · t' 11 ' ··r 1 1 ,. • t' '" 1· · · ,~ ~ 5 l)f _ 11/'r'tf( ilf ~11,lfj1''',\S (ir\$t.'! ';(f., 1~:lt t H' ~'! {'!t•ttllVO H;ll' 11!' , .... l':.\", • nj 

.. 1 b~ 
0 

ls hr_'! t·h\· ~n1111•H
0

ii'< tl, to < :\'·h·1n:r1· :1ntl \'\Ill"" 1•v 111,."" 11ntw1·u11l1•1l !:"j i"' ~lr ~! nn.:; 
· ·l~ :inr1 rip11n1 i1·l1:1rH·1·~ l1•:lot1_! .. .6n!! tn th1• l"'.nit1·1l St·111: . kn<)\vn :H the. i•· t' ~ ~: ...... '1. 

l. •1···r ·wat<-r "hl'p~. :1t th<· Spring[: ·l•l .\1 mory, in 1h<· ~::111· <1!' .\1:i."':t­
,, ·'"II-, for "u"h otl1•'!' bml~ c·o11ti~'""'' 10 the· ]:\!! ]<; :"::l('h• ,] In <ai<l 
.\nw•ry up11n tlw hill n.1 Sprin:..:fi1•l1l, a~ ht• ln:1y di·· 111 ttt 1..'' .::~:1r_v :11111 

!'i":fnrtli<'i1·11•:uy,·111"11t arn1 eom .. 11i•tl<"' of ':1i1l .\1:<1 .. r\',or ill hi~ 
.~· ,·· ~irin to :-1·1! tlic .:aiil t1:1d kun···,n :'~ th 1 • ~:n'.<•r \Y1i1~ 1: ip~-;;1111 ::pn11r-
1 ~:;r·r,:;!~u1r11t1 itJ\(:..:.t t111· proc"<d-t of' 1lw ·:nnt·, <JI' -·111'1t 11:11t 1l1··11·11f a~ 
1 ::· k re•1dit··1l. in tip pul'!'h:\··c· of 'u"h J.,:, <1r b111J-; ,·,,:itii-'"''11- 1-l th<~ 
, ·l .\nuory on th•: hill, a:: he may <]<·c·rn ::i1i!·111k :111<1 ; l •'l'"L ·]·'nr thi,; 
::pc.3~, he is herehv a11thc•1izl'cl tc• LOHH'\' the titk of tlw 1Tnit"cl Stat<';. 

: t•,,, l.cnrl:' and np1;nrl1'n:111ces h<:n;liy aini1nrizt••l to be ""l1l an1l C'Ol1H'.YC<1, 
,. J t0 re<"'ivc from inclivi<lua];; or enqH>r:i!e propridor:', d<·ed-< :1rnl title;; 
·~ ~~·: lands so l'xehnng•·cl, ~ohl CJ!' l•nreh:Fcd. 

1 ~re. 2. And tie it fi1,·tlicr rr::11lrrd, That lht' Sc·cn·tary of \Var !H' awl \'r ... " ... \- "'° ·iio 
·. 1' h<·rlhy a11tf1orizPcl to ap"h· ;o rnucii of the f'rnt"<'l'tl-< of tll\• n'<"·nt cf 1:'".i. :n 11 ,,._ 

r j ) I J I • l "' ... l 1'1T\' lll '\" 
"' :111 :me ol< at IIn1p1·r's Fern-, n.-' ltt• ma,· .],.,.,n a•hi-:t1·h'. I<> 1li" 1,..' ., •. .,.1,:1 :·., 

_: :"H:•· nf ~~wh·othr:r ~r1l..; n.t ll1at pl.1~·1·, n~ In• Ill!.\_\' c1t·•'Tll n1•1·P..:...:.:1ry to thP I»neii'.1~~ .otli~r 
·, !; :l!~ 1 1 l•c1nyc-ni"'l<'P of th'-' p11l1li1.' 1)uili1in!.!~ ht•Jon!!ill!..: 1n tlw lTnit~'1l laud. 

''"-.:ind that Ji,, apply thr- n·cidw· of 1he ·l'l'O<'"t·•l; "[' ,:1i<l -:d•·-< to tlw 
·-:·r»,~m~nt of the prop<'rlY n·iain<_-<1 i>Y the Fnit<'<l ~1'1'"'· 

"rr·. :1 . • iild 1.Je it furtlic;· rr·solad, 1'Jiat the· S•-cn 1111 ,. ui' \'\;,i J," :•'-n · c-:·'·""l "t 

1 
":,:zcr1 tn maki• ,,;]c of su<'h pcH"tinn uf the; .'it" uf Ji,,. 1 ·,.;1, .. ! St:11"- l . .; .. ::.·,iil-:. 

, , - ' I' . ·;' .n~ · !.yt·HPYille~ )~<H·th C:11(11i1ia~ a~ in ]1i-.. .iwl~·1ir 'J' 1-.. n11t rt -
· ' .. 

1 
,,. I1ul1lir pm po,<'-. am] apply 1hi: ; nwl'<'<l-< of' ''1"h - .. ' •. u1· -'ll 11111"\i .. .\;·:•'''"'·,111 

':) ., n•·<""':ll'\', to thl· pun·lia-<c of ;;w:h :·.J,Ji1i11nal Lin•l for :h" 11-<· "· !··""'"'.,· 
! :cr .. ·1 1a1. !\'< j,,. JWl\' cl<'!.'lll lll'<'1 ---:in·. ]],. j, for 1lii-< ]>11l']""'" :111-

. l :•, '"1"'''" tli" tit!<· ,,r tlu· 1-11il•··i :'11Lt1.o.: for till' ]:i,,,], "lii"h lir '> • 
. ·:·. ''.' t!w 1•11n·lin-<·1-, :n1<l to 1,.,.,.;n~ l''"l'"r 1]1·l'<l' arnl titk,: fnr tlie 
• '"· 1 1 ~11." },,. pnr"h:t'•·1l Ly him. a-' _,1;1n·,ai11. 
, ::·i\'Lr)~ A111·il ~!3, 18:)(). 
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