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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mount Haleakala (House of the Sun) is a dormant volcano rising 18,000
feet above sea level. It is 27 miles in circumference and 3000 feet
deep. Within the crater floor are small cinder cones; evidence of
the fiery and violent volcanic activities during the birth of this
mountain., The landscape is mainly covered with low growing shrubs
and grasses., During the mid 1800's, cattle were driven into the

crater for grazing.

There are no mammals, amphibians or reptiles native to Haleakala.
Except for a few birds, insects, one freshwater fish and a fresh-
water shrimp, most birds and animals seen along the roads, such as
pheasants, chukars, skylarks, Hawaiian pig and feral goats, were
brought in either intentionally or accidently by man. Introduced
animals have upset the natural balance of nature in the park to a
significant degree. Wild pigs, brought in by the early Polynesian
settler, root up and kill a variety of plants. Goats, introduced by
Buropeans, browse everywhere and are a definite threat to the silver-
sword plants. Mongooses, origidnally introduced to control the rat,
are a threat to other species; and now modern man has become a threat
to the few remaining archeological resources of early man--the Poly-
nesian and his use of the crater.

Crater Historic District

There are 56 recorded sites in the water of which the following de-
serve special attention: : .

Sites MH-11
: MH-13 a-h
MH~-21-3%1 altars and shelter sites

MH-34 - Stone Platform
MH-3%5 Stone Platform

Order of Significance: Second (District)

Acreage: Approximately 17,000 acres
Location: Haleakala National Park, Island of Maui

Recommended level of treatment: Preservation
Preliminary cost estimate for above: $50,000 (Archeological surface
investigation, identification and mapping of known and unknown

archeological resources).

PROPERTY BOUNDARY

it tine of rouination, -
B However, it is not the intention to permanently classify all land eld

with Haleakala National Park as Class VI land. Boundaries will be redefin
after archeological and historical surveys have been completed. Until
such surveys, criteria "(D)" must be applied; land within the existing
boundary has yielded, and is likely to yield, information important in

prehistory or history.
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Kenneth P. Emory, Bishop Museum, have archltectural attrlbutes like
the temples found on Nihoa and Necker Islands, in the remote, presently
uninhabited northwestern Hawaiian Islands, and on the Islands of the
‘South Pacific Polynesian Island groups of the Marquesas and Society
Islands. Their architbtectural forms are believed to represent early
Hawaiian temple architecture, as brought from the South Pacific by
early Polynesian migrants. Similar architectural forms have not been
identified on any of the other major Hawaiian Islands. Radiocarbon
dates. from Holwa Cave Shelter site indicates that the crater was in
use as early as A.D. 800.

The landscape within the crater is generally forbidding, windy, cold
and &y. However, within the formation of the mountain, by suceessive

the early Polynesian settlers found to be excellent material for the
manufacture of various forms of cutting tools~--mainly for working wood
i.e., to cdarve the kii, the canoes and the house posts. They quarried
the stone.and rough shaped the adzes and chisels on site.  There are

many "workshop" sites 'on’w' Uhe
doubtedly, this took time, at least long enough for the adz makers to

make canp in the crater and build stone structures. These structures,
because the lack of features of domicile, xe classified as small tems-
ple sites.

A great deal of research is necessary for the.complete understanding
of the early Polynesian and his use of the aater area. Only the
center of the crater has been surveyed. A new site, a burial cave,
was found in 1972 near that
will require immediate study before it is inadvertently lost because




1921

An Archeological Survey of Haleakala.

Emory, Kenneth P.

Museum Occasional Papers VIIT:11, Honolulu, Hawaii.

Soehren, Lloyd J. ‘
1963(Ms)An Archeological Survey of Portions of East Maul, Hawaii.

Bernice P. Bishop

Bernice P. Bishop Museum, Honolulu, Hawaii.
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