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PREFACE

Anniversaries often provide opportunities——excuses, some might say—-
for historians to search out and record the origins and evolution of long-
established institutions and programs. The 50th anniversary of the 1935
Historlc Sites Act, one of our landmark preservation laws, could hardly
go unrecognized., How better to celebrate than by examining one of its
endur ing legacies?

The National Survey of Historic Sites and Builldings, commonly shorg-
ened to Historic §ites Survey, 1s the principal means by which the United
States government, through the National Park Service, has identified prop~
erties of naticnal historical significance. The name currently denoting
this survey activity, the National Historic Landmarks Program, reflects
the designation awarded over the past ﬁuarter-century to most places
found nationally significant. Legally authorized by the Historic Sites
Act, the identification and recognition o©of such properties has fostered
public awareness of American history and concern for preserving its
tangible evidences.

The program has had other purposes and consequences, less lofty but
no less real, It has sgerved to qualify and disqualify sites for the
National Park System, to appease politiclans and interest groups, and
occasionally to offend citizens unsympathetic to its actions. Although
staffed by conscientious professionals, like any government program it
has not been immune fo extraneous influences. Such influences are mani-
fest in landmarks illustrative less of American history than of the forces
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