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Hot Springs Reservation was created in 1832, setting aside the unique geothermal features of the area. In 1921,
the reservation was re-named Hot Springs National Park, becoming the 18th unit of the National Park Service.
Although its name and the natural landscape have changed over time, the mission to protect the thermal
waters and surrounding lands for public health, wellness, and enjoyment remains. Hot Springs National Park is
one of the few parks that encourages visitors to take some of its primary resource, the water, home with them.
Go ahead and, as people used to say during the Golden Age of Bathing, "quaff the elixir!"

Thermal Water Origin Hot Springs National Park is located in the Ouachita Mountains of
central Arkansas. The fracturing, folding, and faulting of rock due to the
large forces generated during the uplift of the Ouachita Mountains 300
million years ago created the natural "plumbing" for the park's
geothermal features. The thermal waters originate as rain, snow, and ice.
The water seeps very slowly into the earth through cracks and fractures
to a depth of 6,500 to 8,000 feet. It then flows quickly upward along two
major faults and comes to the surface at the base of Hot Springs
Mountain. The thermal water flowing from the springs today is around
4,400 years old!

The thermal water reaches a maximum temperature of 150 °F/66 ®C at its
deepest point. Most of that heat is preserved because the water comes to
the surface so quickly—it takes only about 100 years for the water to
flow upwards to the surface.
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