Hot Spaings, Arkansas, 71913,
March 6, 198,
Superintendent Rog.en. Giddingas,
Hot Springs National Park,
P, 0. Box 1850,
Hot Springs, Ankansas, 71902
Dear Superintendent Giddings

yoawﬂ,ﬁbdmdwedﬂwuﬂdeﬂ/uvemdtm{mﬁegwdmd
(ounty Hiatonical Society's annual publication, the abject being the
formen Superintendent's aesidence on Reserve Avenue,

Befone submitting the anticle o fre. Inez (Cline for publication
in the 1985 Recond, .7{eelﬁaiyouahouldﬁweiﬁeoppuﬁnu# of
neading it, As a non~professional authon, entinely untrained, it
L6 quite possible that, winientionally, my witing could contain
glaring errnans on mis-statenents which would prove embarrasding £o
the Park Seavice., This J moat centainly want %o avaid,

J would greatly appreciate Your conrections and camments prion
%o my conaldering the arnticle canplete and ready fon submission, At
predent, 5au4t¢uggl£n9métkmwz,&mulémpa¢éable«g¢pawdtuwd
the copy, o my negre, 48 noi as neat as it should be,

Tﬁankyoa{aaa.avyauam!yomdn#/uve done 2o moke the
preparation of this article possible, .

5Mm‘iaaeplyaiyam convenience,
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sfé"_-,—"éa %ma:éeéﬁerz_i 20 as the "Hot Springs Reservation”, and the
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midmhudaauﬁanacan&nedauidmcewdo{ﬁce
docated on Bath House Row, In 1895, a new residence was erected on
Fountain Street and its Linat occupant was Supenintendent Willian
Jo Little, a praninent Hot Springs native, who served fron 1893
il 1900, Jn later yeans, azdwdlww&iﬁememq of many
of today's Hoz Springs residents, this was the hame of the late
and beloved Mr. Gearge (' Balion and his fanily, He served with
:t/m?m/z.fwicein/x’o«t.fpm)w{o&'ﬂym, 2B of them in the
capacity of Assistant-Superintendent, netining Augusz 1, 1958, The
hame/zuwzceéemaagedmdﬂtemeamdepa&to{t/&ep&&c
pranenade by the Park Seavice,

was campleted in 1973, The 4f sg&:amlayazﬁeeaaedo{
Reserve Avenue at the foot of outain., The residence, set

high ddove the atreet, was given the address of 607 Reserve

According 2o the recands of the Hozt Spainga National Park
Seaiies, the 17 noan home was built under contract with Michael
A. Jodd for the sum of 822,601.00. Additional expenditunes increa~
sed this amount 2o approximately $40,000, Bnrick, 4tucco, and frame

varnished hardwood, and the original noof was of tile, Over the
years, the tile has been replaced with ahingles, There is a total
of 7,980 square feet of floon space: basenent, 7, 790 squgne feed,
finat Lloan, 2, 43y “gqugne feet, second floon, 2,068 square feet,
and atiic, 71,485 dquarne feet, The nesidence was atean-heated,
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The imposing front entrance, facing Reserve Avenue, and reached
6ycbn9,£&9hio{concadedepd, opens into a lange reception hall,
O#MMaﬁelqamﬁe&wgwm,almgeéulm%pww,
and the hitchen, ﬂzela.&mo,oening.antoabad{poacﬁmddwice
entrance, Toiﬁeu&gﬁto{tﬁenecepﬁonﬁd[mthelmqe&ving
noam, a library, and an enclosed porch, A flight of staine at the
- end of the hall leads 2o the second Lloon, where there ane three bed-
roons, Hwo bathe, and three ponches (2 enclosed and 7 open). The
Mﬂm(@éﬁd,&eacﬁedbya,ﬂ&ghtoﬁdﬁabwatiﬁeamo‘ltﬁe
second. Lloon, /xumadd&é&xmlbe&wonmdbaﬂ:,plxualaagzo’om
area uhich was used fon dancing and parties hosted by the Supeninten.-
dents and their families, :

Visiting Goverment dignitanies were often guests in the hame,
and ample apace was needed 4o accamodate them in a gracious and
confontoble manner. Houschold servanis were negularly emploged and
a special rear staincase was provided fon thein use 4o that they could
goabou.tﬂwuc&ﬂamﬁevméowﬂlowwu!wwtbwg4em6y

fanily on viaitons,

The first occupant of the neals *@‘&“@;ﬁﬁ‘ﬁ*&‘@‘%
213, fle wao follaved by (apt. (hanlea Ko Tantbnidpe, Tro, pooesapon.
On. Willian P, Parks began his tour of duty and it was during his
Leune that the Hot Spaings Reservation became knoun as "ot Springes
National Park.” J% is most fontunate that Dr. Parke’ daughter, Eveln
(Mo, Harny Tweed), is nesident of Hot Springs and it was a decided
pleasure 20 intervien her in preparation for this article. Mrs, Tweed
has a vivid necollection of the 8 years she and her parents spent in
the Superintendent's nesidence and she generoualy shared these memonies
as well as many early photographs,

Mo, Tweed was bonn in Fort Smith, Arkansas on December 11, 1971,
and was only three years of age when Dr, and Mros. Parke (nee Grace
Evelyn Knight) came 4o Hot Springs. Previously, they had been
nesidents of Mena, Arkansas where Dn. Parks had been mayon for Hwo
years. A native Ankansan, D, Parke was an able adninistraton as
well as a campetent physician. #is many contributions #o the impaove-
ment of the Pank included the establistment of an improved method of
callecting and distributing the thewmal watens, It was duning #his
period that the U, S. Government Free Bath House and the U, 5,
Public Health Service Venereal Disease Clinic was erected and opened,
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Fuat ane block weat of the Superintendent's home. This structure now
houses the Libbey Memonial Physical Medical (enten.

Mrs, Tweed necalls that her nunse, (lotha Me(artney, came with the
Parks fonily 2o Hot Springs and that she later mannied (apt, Richard L.
Gafiney, (hiel of the National Park Police Fonce. Additional household

. sdaff included a cook named "Victrola" and a gandner, "Jim". Dn. and
Mrs, Panks firat used a honse and buggy fon transpartation and employed
a driver named "Oliver”, Later, the family aned a Haynes Zouring car
in uhich they zook drives over the then-unimproved cads on Nonth
Mountain (also hnaun as 'Hoz Spaings Mountain' on 'Tower Mountain’,
since the well-hnaun observation tower was located at its sumit.).

The can was used as well 2o transpont visiting National Park dignitanies
fran Washington, When General John J. Pershing came £o Hoi Springs
aften Wonld Wor One, he was ententained by Dn. and Mrs. Parks, thein
car being deconated with ned crepe paper carnations in honon of the
festive occasion,

Uken Mro. Tweed neached achool age, she began classes at the
"S2. Mary's Acadeny” on Whittington Avenue, but soon thereafter, the
"L epidenic forced the school's closing, Fon a time, Mrs, Annie
Neary, a war widos, came 2o the Superintendent's nesidence o give
private instruction, SUL later, Mrs, Tweed atiended the "Eddy
Siatens School” then located on (ddy Sireet bebveen Magnolia and Holly,
and also Mrs, Nellie (. Schultz' school on the carner of Hazel and
Quapaw, | -

The "playroan” on the second floon of the Superintendent's hame
provided anple dpace fon Mro, Tweed and hen young friends, The “Four
(otton Sistens” (one named fdna), Lived directly across Reserve Avenve.
They were the daughters of Geonge & (otton who operated a collection
agency at 503 (itizens National Bank Buidding (naw the old Firat Federal
Building at (entral and Baidge Streets.), There were also Matilda
Marsh, whose father was president of Firat National Bank, and Ethelee
Kall, who Lived on Malvern Road, -

Dr. and Mre, Parks were gracious hosts and many elaborate enter~
Zainnenis were held in the Superintendent's aesidence duning thein
otay, Their distinguished guess included Senaton Joe T, Robinsan,
uho served twenty-four years as Senaton fram Arkansas, Mr. (ameran,

Secretary of the Interion, fram Waskington, O, (., and U, S, Vice-
President, Thomas Riley Marshall, who served under President Woodrow
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Wilson. In addition, the lovely home was the dcene of a debutante party
forn Del and Lucille defampert. This fanily was from Wilmo#, Ankansas
and had cotton and other mercantile interests. Lucille deYampent later
Zaught in the Hot Springs public school system. The L. A. ("Jack”)
Vilas family, praminent earnly local residents, and iheir two daughters,
Ariel and Sue, were frequent guests in the Parke' hame, as contemporar-
" les of thein daughter. The grandfather of Mn. Vilas was the inventon
of the locomoiive headlight.

Following Dr, Parks' departure in 1922, On. (larence H. Waring
became Superintendent, the firoet one detailed from the U, 5. Public
Health Seavice, The Waring family nesided in the hane until 1924,

Ny parents, Da. and flas, 0; (, Wengen, were close friends of the
Warings and we often visited them, but J was, at that time, #00 young
Zo aemenben the suwwoundings, |

My aun personal and happy necollections of the Superintendent's
nesidence begin in 1924 when J was seven years of age. Jn that yean,
Da. Joseph S, Bolten became Superintendent and the hame immediately
became a Lively place. Dz, and fre. Bolten had #wo children—a
daughter, Ruth Josephine, who was about my age, and an older san,
Richard Sterling ("Dick”). Dn. Bolten and my father were both facm
the U, S, Public Health Service and since the U, S. Public Health
Seavice Venereal Disease (Linic was unclmmg{aiha 4 direction at
this time, he and Da. Bolten worked closely with each other, Duning
the five years of Dn. Bolten's Zenune, Ruth and J 4pent many happy
houns together playing in and around he beautiful home, J nemembern
the aunny ponches, the lovely play noom, and, dbove all, the well-
tended and atiractive grounds. There was a tennis count in the near
of the hame, and a fairly high concrete wall separating the yand from
the mountain, By scrambling and pulling owrselves up, digging the
2oes of oun lLittle black high~topped buttoned shoes into the wall,
Ruth and I Llearned o scale the wall to find ourselves at the foot
of the mountain where the wild violets grew in the spring and the
golden nod in the fall, We could enjoy all this and s2ill be in
aight of the Rouse., (hildhood—-in those far-away times——was free
fron the hagards which confront today's children. The friendly
mountain was a safe playground in the 1920's,




-5

J¢ has been my very good fontune to loccte Dn. Bolten in (L Paso,
Texas, His finat wife, Mo, Rae Bolten, who was with him duning his
Hoz Springs tenure, died in 1959. His present wife, Mrs, Doucette
Bolten, wnites that Dr. Bolten has neached the advanced age of %6
eyesight. Dr. and Mrs, Boliten have hindly donated a large collection
+ of early pictunes and press alippings pertaining #o his yeacs as
oun National Park Superintendent. These provide an excellent source
of accunate information conceaning the Park bedveen 1924 and 1929.

My pleasant memories of. the late Mrs. Rae Bolten include the
fact that she was a very hindly person and never seemed to tire of
having Ruth and me underfoot, Although the Boltens employed a
wonderful and capable Genman lady, Mrs, Paul Gepuity ("Anna") as
cook and househeeper, Mrs, Bolten hensell was often in the hitchen.
Che of her specialties was “tamale pie" which Ruth and J enjoyed
when J was invited fon Lunch, With relerence fo the above-mentioned
Mo, Geygoitz, J necall that she had worked for Da. and Mrs. Waring,
predecessons of the Boltens, and that she stayed only a shant time

Ch ane occadion, my mother was called Zo 5%, Louis 2o attend
hen fathen's funeral, This left my Father and me at hame olone for
about o week, Dn. and Mns, Bolten invited us fon a special dinner
one evening~-noast duck, deliciously prepared, with every possible
accompaniment, We were seaved in the lovely dining noam, and J can
atill recall my ave at seeing the Hwo large ducks, displayed on a
beautiful platter, brought into the dining noam through the butler's
paniny by Ynna" in her white cap and apron, The dining soam, its
hardwood. floors, well-polished, the soft light from the ceiling
fixture dbove the table, the china and silverwarne, and the imposing
furnitune quite took my seven~year~old breath away,

The surrounding grounds of the Superintendent's residence
were, in these early yeard, kept 2o perfection. Dr. and Mroe, Bolten
had a special fondness for {lowers and landscaping, as did the
earlier-mentioned Mrs, William £, Parke, There was, at one time, a
rose ganden on the east side of the lan. During the adninietrations
of Dn. Woring end Dr. Bolten, the grounds were overseern by the late

Mr. Paul Gepuitz, alowlmmmgnmmdﬁubada{ﬂnmgeyawfg,
the housekeeper. Under Ma. §eymu£3 expert care, the grounds
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dignity of the fark Service and to the surrounding neighbonhood,
Should a viaiton inguire of a neighboring nesident who Lived in the

beautiful hame, he on she wns informed, with pride, ”TWu.tﬁe
residence of ourn National Park Superintendent,” :

The house, setting as it does, high dbove Reseave Avenue, has

| 4o sdeep Learaces, ane an eithen side of the front ateps. I negret

°J

2o say that Ruth Bolten and J were not above scooting doun the
Zerraces—sanetimes aolling all the way doun to sidevalk level--
2o the detriment of our clothing and to the diamay of our mothers,
who did not approve! Now did M. Geguitz approve, I an ame! He
expended much time and energy Reeping the Zearraces green and
neatly mowed, despite the steep incline. These were pre~paver mower
dayas,..samething 2o consider in the heat of mid-July!

A squgre brick and atucco garage lies at the end of the driveway
on the west side of the hame. J can recall the sound of Da. Bolten's
car as he shifted gears 10 get up the steep drive and into the ganage.
Ch cither side of the drivemay entrance is a squane nock and concrete
poat with a flat top, The left poat bears the inscniption, "June, 115"
and the night has. the sineet address, "607 Reserve”, From this we
may assume that the posts, as well as the rock wall moning weast
along Reserve, were erected same years afiern the residence itself.

In 1929, Da, Belten was re-asdigned 2o the United States Public
Healh Seavice Hospital in Louiaville, Kentucky, That he was a
particulanly capable adminisiraton is shoun by various nemspaper
accounts of his accanplishmenis. These included better conservation
of the thewmal waters, the improvement and paving of the mountain
noads and beawtification of all areas of. the Park, especially along
Bath House Raw, In addition, naw hiking trails were builé, one of
the betten~hnoun being "Dead (fiel Trail”, which begins at the east
end of Resewve Avenue nean the Superintendent's residence and con~
tinues £o the iron spaing in the Gorge. The electrical syatem of
the Park was modernized and ithe conatruction of a 2,009 feet of 14"
cast inon saven line along Bath House Rav was achieved, A Govern-
ment Tourist (amp became a populan resting place fon motonists
fraveling through the Park. This was located in the Gorge area
and neceived much favorable adve&tuuzp 6y "wond of mouwth” from
viaitor o visiton,
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A clipping from one of the local hotel bulleting, dated Auguat 3,

1925, juet a year aftern Dr, Bolten arnived, pays him the follauing ribute:

LR. JO5GH 5. BOLTEN—ALUYS OH The g0
"Sane day sane brillianz government historian is going 2o
m&&ﬁe&h&ayo{mmaﬁa&ve6em£ncﬁa@go{&e
localgovwmadaedwa.ﬁ% and when he does we want o
add;ku«tawado{pmaebzéeﬁal{o,{t/zep&uabtqfﬁda[,
Dn. Joseph S, Bolten, Doc found #his a big job when he
firat came here, T/m/zedauedznzomkeuawbzg-

been equglled and therefore not durpassed by his ‘
dors—well, in our opinion, Doc 9eds the blue ribbon on any
other award offered, //eUa-baqum.t/te;abmdi,{ﬁe’
people of Hot Springs had thei way about it they would
ie&ﬂoctoamnbz/zmepbmga.” -

With the departune of the Bolten fanily, my personal contaes
with the Superintendent's residence ended, as dulweqaaut Supesinten-
dents had no c/tL(a’amo,fmyag.e, aliﬁal@htﬁegmadeé&zﬁmeiﬁeéa
official residence until 7978Mm5qomadadﬁicﬁmdﬂ. Maeder
moved £o private quanteras,

Durirg the summenr of 4985, Superintendenst Roger Giddings arranged
for my husbend and me 2o be ia/tmmapWMaUy-Wequ{
Zhe fonmen Superintendent's nesidence by Mr.. farl Adama, Directon of
Interpretation, Hot Springs National Park, The hone, unoccupied
ﬂoa.aszéeau, L4 presently vsed fon the <forage of cunatorial itens
nelative 4o the histony of Hot Springs National Park, Returning 2o
ﬁeauédamea,{tamintwdo{ﬂmum, for me, a sobering
and nostalgic experience, My memany of the arrangement of the in-
teuimuma-camate-éutaad.aeﬁaooﬁwwd. Time, weather, and
disuse have Zaken thein toll, noi thnough any fault of the National
Park Service, but simply because the expendive maintenance of the
74 yearn old: atructure has gone beyond budget Limitations ubich now

ine 2hat prionities be (dly considered and hard choices
_ :2‘:/‘ The m;’:wd&idy .m% in such d«’.uepag:'ﬁd <0 obsolete

Reswrediien
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that nenovation would doubtless be economically impossible at today's
coats, There being no longen any electricity in the building, Mr,
Adans conducted portions of oun toun with the aid of a flashlight.

UWhen we ascended #o the top floon (attic), we noted exposed
wooden beans 4tidl in good condition, indicating the excellent quglity
of Limber and wonkmanship available in 1912, One could picture the gay
' dances and parties held an this {loor in times long gone, Uriginal
bath roam fixtures, ceiling lights, doon knobs, hitchen panitries, and
{looring remain in place throughout the house. Although airrcondition-
ing was a lwoany far in the future, the residence was kept canfontably
cool in surmek by a unique syatem of ceiling ducts which circulated
available breege from the adjacent mountain throughout the hame, (ven
in its present sfate, it seened to me that glimpses of a happiea past
could be seen in the shadowy connend, One could "feel” the presences
of the long succession of families who have Lived pontions of their
Lives within these walls, each contributing sumething 2o .the atmosphere.

As we were prepaning 2o descend #o the finat {loon at the end of
our tour, J walked once mone £o the row of attic windons at the rean
of the house——windows M%’%‘X%m The grimy panes were
covered with lace cuntaing, once cridp and clean, no doubt, but now
dusty, torn and sagging on thein musty nods, This was, indeed,
Looking Backward Through Tattered (urtainas”l

And what of the future of this landmark, which, fon nearly
three-quantens of a centuny has stood as a sentinel—indeed, an
enbodiment-of the dignity of those Superintendents and their families
who have served so loyally in this National Park? Recent consultatiodrs
with Superintendent Giddings and his etaff Indleate that the future
of the residence is, at this uniting, undecided, The artifacts now
stored there will be moved 2o the Fondyce Bath House when its
nenovation id completed, Since the hame will then no longer serve
any practical purpose fon the Park Seavice, it will likely becane
surplus property, the disposition of which must be later deternined,

Che can almys hope that, by Jénesapizade, 2hia atately home

may once again find a place in our present~day comunity, senving
as a reminder of its m&myewdtmh{epwceeddatamou

deisurely and gracious pace.




