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A thoughtful mind when it sees a nation's flag, sees not the flag, but the nation itself. And whatever 
may be its symbols, its insignia, he reads chiefly in the flag, the government, the principles, the truths, 
the history that belongs to the nation that sets it forth. The American flag has been a symbol of 
Liberty and men rejoiced in it.  

                                                                                                                              —Henry Ward Beecher 

No single object fosters a sense of patriotism 
as much as a nation’s flag. For many people, 
respect for their flag equals respect for their 
country. During the Truman Administration 
(1945-1953), the flag that flew over the United 
States had 48 stars. The 48-star flag is the flag 
that soldiers and sailors fought for during 
World War II. It is the flag to which children, 
mothers, and wives pledged their allegiance 
at home while their loved ones went into 
battle overseas. It is the flag that the Marines 
raised over Iwo Jima in 1945. It is the flag that 
men died defending during the Korean War. 
It is the flag that Harry S Truman saluted 
when he was the President of the United 
States.  

The number of stars on the American flag 
first grew to 48 in 1912 with the addition of 
New Mexico and Arizona. President William 
Howard Taft issued an Executive Order that 
year that formalized the appearance of the 
flag for the first time.  The Order indicated 
that the stars were to be arranged in six 
horizontal rows of eight each. This flag was 
official for 47 years, longer than any other 
flag. During this time, the United States 
emerged from the Great Depression and 
World War II as one of the leading nations of 
the world. Eight Presidents served under the 
48-star flag; William H. Taft, Woodrow 
Wilson, Warren Harding, Calvin Coolidge, 
Herbert Hoover, Franklin D. Roosevelt, 
Harry S Truman, and Dwight D. Eisenhower.

 

Harry Truman and Flag Day 
June 14 is Flag Day.  Each year on this date, 
America celebrates the birthday of the Stars 
and Stripes, which came into being on June 
14, 1777. Beginning on the one hundredth 
anniversary of the adoption of the flag—in 
1877—the observance of Flag Day on June 14 
was a popular, though unofficial, event.  
 
While President Woodrow Wilson issued a 
proclamation officially calling for a 
nationwide observance of Flag Day on June 
14, 1916, it was not until August 3, 1949, under 
the 48-star flag, that Congress made this day a 
permanent observance. President Harry 
Truman signed a Congressional Resolution 
that day resolving "that the 14th day of June 
of each year is hereby designated as Flag 
Day.”    
 
Although Flag Day is not celebrated as a 
Federal holiday, on June 14 Americans 
everywhere continue to recognize and honor 
the history and symbolic meaning the flag 
represents.  
 

 
 
 
The things that the flag stands for 
were created by the experiences of a 
great people. Everything that it 
stands for was written by their lives. 
The flag is the embodiment, not of 
sentiment, but of history.  

—President Woodrow Wilson 
 

________________ 
 
 
Americans revere their flag as a 
symbol of the Nation.  

—General Colin Powell
 
 

The 48-Star Flag 



 
 

Perhaps the most notable 48-star flag was the 
World War II “Flag of Liberation.” Shortly 
after 4:00 p.m., on July 20, 1945, General 
Eisenhower, General Patton, and Presdient 
Truman stood at attention while the 
American flag was raised over the conquered 
city of Berlin. In fitting symbolism, this was 
the same flag that had flown over the United 
States Capitol on December 7, 1941—the day 
the Japanese attacked Pearl Harbor.   

In Berlin that day, President Truman made a 
short speech, characteristically to the point. 
He spoke without notes and chose his words 
carefully. He said: 

This is an historic occasion. We have 
conclusively proven that a free people can 
successfully look after the affairs of the world. 

We are here today to raise the flag of victory 
over the capital of our greatest adversary. In 
doing that, we must remember that in raising 
that flag we are raising it in the name of the 
people of the United States, who are looking 
forward to a better world, a world in which all 
the people will have an opportunity to enjoy 
the good things in life, and not just a few at the 
top. 

Let us not forget that we are fighting for peace, 
and for the welfare of mankind. We are not 
fighting for conquest. There is not one piece of 

territory, or one thing of monetary nature that 
we want out of this war. We want peace and 
prosperity for the world as a whole. We want to 
see the time come when we can do the things in 
peace that we have been able to do in war. 

If we can put this tremendous machine of ours, 
which has made this victory possible, to work 
for peace we can look forward to the greatest 
age in the history of mankind. That is what we 
propose to do. 

It was a moment “of lasting inspiration to all 
of us who were there,” wrote General Lucius 
D. Clay. “While the soldier is schooled against 
emotion, I have never forgotten that short 
ceremony as our flag rose to the staff.” 

_________________ 

Three days later, on July 23, a delighted 
President Truman had the opportunity to get 
a closer look at the Flag of Liberation when it 
was presented to him by Major General Floyd 
L. Parks. 

The Flag of Liberation was to fly again, this 
time from the mast of the battleship Missouri, 
anchored in Tokyo harbor on September 2, 
1945, while the Japanese signed the surrender 
documents that brought World War II to an 
end. 

The 48-Star “Flag of Liberation” 

The Trumans’ Flagpole  
in Independence 
 

The Changing Flag  

Flag Pole Gift For Truman Yard: Through 
Efforts of City and Amer. Legion & Several 
Individuals, Standard Is Being Erected on 
Lawn. 

—Independence Examiner, June 25, 1945. 
____________________ 

The flagpole that stands on the northwest 
corner of the Truman property was erected 
through the efforts of Independence 
citizens in honor of Harry Truman’s first 
visit home as President of the United 
States. Local townspeople approached 
Mayor Roger T. Sermon with the idea of 
presenting it to the First Family, arguing 
that the “Summer White House” should 

have a flagpole from which to fly the Stars 
and Stripes. First Lady Bess Truman and her 
mother, Mrs. Madge Wallace, approved the 
location in the northwest corner of the yard. 
People donated funds to cover the city’s cost 
for the standard.   

The 48-star flag was first hoisted up the 
thirty-four foot staff on the morning of June 
26, 1945, the day before the President arrived 
home. 

The flagpole had a remarkable effect on the 
local citizens during the presidential years. 
Whenever the Secret Service agents raised 
the flag, “the town knows that the President 
is home again.” 

The nation’s symbol changes. The flag that 
flies over President Truman’s house today 
is a 50-star flag. It has flown over the 
United States since July 4, 1960, after the 
addition of Hawaii and Alaska. It is the 
twenty-seventh official flag that has flown 
over the country. In 2008, it will have flown 
longer than the 48-star flag.  If new states 
are admitted to the Union, the 50-star flag, 
too, will be superceeded by another 
version.   

It is because this symbol changes that it 
continutes to have meaning to the people 
of the county and gives them comfort 
during new trials. Campaigning for the 
vice-presidency in August, 2004, Senator 
John Edwards reflected,  

We all look up to that flag. It is our symbol of 
freedom and democracy; our hope for 
mankind. The stars and stripes are what we 
smile at during the National Anthem at a ball 
game. They are what we salute and pledge 
allegiance to. And they are what we slip over 
the coffin of one of our fallen. When we see that 
flag, we know that we are home; that the values 
and beliefs we cherish are close at hand. That's 
why we put it on the moon. That's why when 
sadness grips this nation, we lower it to half-
staff. And that's why three dust-covered 
firefighters raised it after that dark day in 
September. In the middle of that devastation, 
they reached for a greater hope. They sent the 
enduring symbol of freedom toward the 
heavens. 

Each year on Flag Day, Americans pause to 
pay tribute to their “enduring symbol of 
freedom,” the flag of the United States of 
America. 
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