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SUMMARY

Purpose of Study

The National Park Service (NPS) was tasked by Congress in Public Law 111-11 to evaluate if the
Harry S Truman Birthplace in Lamar, Missouri meets criteria for addition to the national park
system as an independent NPS unit, or as an addition to the existing Harry S Truman National
Historic Site in Independence and Grandview, Missouri.

Historic Context

Harry S Truman, 33" President of the United States, was born in Lamar, Missouri on May 8%,
1884 in the southwest bedroom of his parent’s modest frame home. The young Harry S Truman
lived at the home for 11 months before his family moved to the Kansas City area. The Historic
Context examines the role of the Harry S Truman Birthplace in the life and accomplishments of
the 33" President, and explores the site in the context of other birthplaces and childhood homes
of other significant individuals in American history.

Special Resource Study Process and Findings

The Special Resource Study evaluates the Harry S Truman Birthplace as a potential new unit of
the national park system based on established criteria. To be recommended as a new unit, an area
must be significant, suitable, feasible, and have a need for direct NPS management.

Significance Findings: For a cultural resource to meet significance criteria in a Special
Resource Study, it must meet National Historic Landmark (NHL) criteria. Because
birthplaces are only eligible as NHLs if no other representative sites for that person exist, and
because the NHLs at the Harry S Truman National Historic Site (NHS) better represent the
life and accomplishments of the 33" President, the birthplace does not meet NHL criteria,
and the significance criterion is not met.

Suitability Findings: Because the birthplace does not meet significance criteria, suitability
was considered only briefly. For a property to be suitable, it must represent a natural or
cultural resource type that is not already adequately represented in the national park system,
or is not comparably represented and protected by another entity. The Harry S Truman
Birthplace is already comparably preserved and interpreted as a State Historic Site.
Furthermore, the resources of the Harry S Truman NHS already represent the life and
accomplishments of Harry S Truman in the national park system. The suitability criterion is
not met.

Feasibility Findings: Because the Harry S Truman Birthplace does not meet the criteria for
significance or suitability, feasibility was not considered.

Need for Direct NPS Management Findings: Because the Harry S Truman Birthplace does
not meet the criteria for significance or suitability, the need for direct NPS management was
not considered.

Special Resource Study Conclusion: NPS finds that the Harry S Truman Birthplace does not
meet criteria for a unit of the national park system.
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Boundary Adjustment Study

The Boundary Adjustment Study evaluates the Harry S Truman Birthplace as a potential addition
to the Harry S Truman NHS in Independence and Grandview, Missouri. For an area to be
appropriate for addition to an existing park, it must (1) protect significant resources or enhance
opportunities for public enjoyment, (2) address operational and management issues of the
existing park site, or (3) protect critical park resources. The added lands must also be feasible to
administer, and there must be no other adequate alternatives for management and resource
protection. Addition of the Harry S Truman Birthplace to the existing NHS does not meet any of
the foregoing criteria, primarily because the resource is 120 miles distant from the NHS and
already adequately protected by the State. NPS therefore finds that the site does not meet the
criteria for addition to the Harry S Truman NHS.

Management Alternatives

Alternatives considered by this study were NPS Unit, Addition to Harry S Truman National
Historic Site, and the No Action Alternative, which would mean continued State management.
Because the Harry S Truman Birthplace does not meet the criteria for addition to the national
park system or a Boundary Adjustment, the NPS finds that the No Action Alternative is the
appropriate management alternative.

Conclusion

NPS finds that continued management by the State of Missouri DNR is the best option for
preserving and interpreting the resources at the Harry S Truman Birthplace. The existing State
plan for the site is grounded in public input and will enhance the already strong visitor experience
and interpretation of the site. No federal actions are proposed.
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