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Plants at Hubbell Trading Post

When  John  Lorenro
Flubbell came to Ganado in
1878, he strted the Hubbell
Trading Post. To some, the
land looked empty and barren,
but 10 the Navajo (Ding) the
mesas  were full  of useful
plants,

he plams that were here
when Mr, Hubbell arrived were
mostly  shrubs  and  grasses.
Rabbit brush, sage brush, and
vuccas were just a lew ol those.
Frees were  growing  in the
canvons and on the mesas. b
tiey dud not grow at the trading

post until people planied them
here.,

Mr, Hubbell had many
cows, horses, and burrows at
his trading post. To feed them,
he grew large crops of alfalfa.
You might know it betier as
"hay"

Mr. Hubbell had other
gardens as well,  Vegeuble
gardens provided corn,
potloes, pumpkins, and squash,
Fruit gardens provided melons,
apricots.  rhubarb, and even
grapes!

Helow, you will see a list
of several plants. They grew m
the Ganado arca from the
1870"s to the 1950"s. All of the
native plants can stll be found
here.

Some of the flowers are
still growing wild in the yard.

Although cornis the only
planted crop herc at thus time,
the National Park Service is
making plans 10 sow gardens ag
the trading post like the ones
Mr. Hubbell had when he lived
here.

NATIVE PLANTS

These are some of the
native plants, The Navajo have
always bad many uses for the
tiees, shrubs, and grasses.

1iis bit"aa' niteeligii
Cotonwoud tree

Ceremomal figutines are
carved from the wood.

Fhe wood can be made mro
craddleboards for babies,
The Himbs of the tree can be
made nto garden tools.
Weavers use fooms that are
nadte from the wood.

It 15 also used for firewond.,

Kiiltsoi nitsaaigii
Eabbi byrush

A sunny yellow dye s made
lroun the MMowers.,
[be greens are caten i stews,
The Navago use rabbit brush
1 Certamn cergmonies,
It can help relieve coughs and
valds.

Cha'ol

Pinyon pine tree

- It is made into a talcum
powdcer for babies,

- An omtment can be made for
skin rashes

- Pinyon is used n certun
Navajo ceremonics.

- The "pitch” is a sticky sap-
like substance. It s used for
making water baskets and pots
waterproof, It can also be
placed on wounds to draw out
infection

- The wood can be used for
building fences and hogans
{Hogans are round Navajo
homes. )

- The tiny pinyon nut is a
delicious and healthy treat!

Gad

JTumiper shrub

It is used o cure headaches,
stomachaches, spider bites,
and more,

- Certain Navajo ceremonmes
require the use of juniper.

- Many buildings arc
constructed from the weond.
So are fences.

- The needles are used for

medicing 1ea and can he

heated in bundles and used as

a heat pack.

The bark makes a nice dye

for yarn,

Ghost heads are made from

the bernes.

Old, dark sap 1s used for

chewing.

i



Tsi'dszi'ts' ooz

Yoeea (soapweed or narrow

vicea)

Some use the roots Tor
ceremonial cleansing

I'he roots can be ground and
mixed with water. Then, they
make a rich lather w wash
people, hair, and wool.

- The leaves can be used to
weave baskets and sandals,
Jusce from the plant is used to
make ceremonl paint.

The fruit tastes bke dates and
15 eaten when in season

- The leaves can also be made

wto a panthrush or used as a

1¥’ah

2k il

Sage_brush

I'ns 15 used fora “hie
medicine”,

- A tea made from the s ab
plant wall cure colids and
cougls,

It s used m certan
ceremonies,

Dyes made from the plam
melude colors of yellow,
gold, and green

- Some people believe that of
sage brush s planted next o
corn, rain will fall,

sewing needle.

S—

Here is a list of fruits (tsin
bineest’a™) that Mre. Hubbell
grew at his Trading Post.

English Navajo

APTICOIS. .o aren, P chdzetsoh yarhi
hananamelons. .. .. . JAa'neesk and hashkaan
i1l T S —— ta neeskani
BRIPES: e ciianscninnsanmeaninesencli’ll na'ati®o’™n
mulberries.. .o B

thubardy. .o LD

watermelon ......_...........ch'é¢hjivdan

These are two types of trees
(T'is) that were raised at
Hubbell Trading Post.

English Navajo
chm trees. . ... 065 bididze helni'ign
poplar trees .. s dit"6dn

I'his list shows a few of the
many  flowers  (ch'il  latah
hizhadn)  and  vines  (ch’il
na‘atl’'o’ii) that grew  here.
Look to see if they still do!

English
calendulas. ., .......... &
datithas, ... =

honey suckle, ... &2
Wac bushes.......... . &
NASIOTItMS =
silverface vines_...... G
virgmacreeper. ., G

vellowroses.......... chooh hitso
wild pink roses.......chooh dinilchii’
wood vine............. 0

A "2 means that a specific
Navajo name has not  been
found,

T

Here are the grains
(Neesheh'i") and (dd6d) nuts \/
(Binaa’) that were farmed at "-/ S—
the trading post. \

English Navajo
allalla:.......... isrslierilO

beans. ... .covirieeeiciienen oot oli

L | £ & 31 1 1 Y4 1 AE] 1
PORIMALS. o o 0uvauin — neesheh iilbahy
| I o

walmuts: .. ..ol oo hatahisédid

This list shows some of the
vegetables (Ch'il Daadanigii
that Mr. Hubbell grew in his

gardens, t‘

English Navajo
cabbage/kale/lettuce.... ... ... ch’il hgan
(T3 1 1 D | T 1 't ¥ 71 i

green beins. oocvveeciceenn naa ol dootd izln
ohves,..... ?

omons............................tI'ohchin
POELOeS. oo .nimasti
pumpking......cooovoveennene.. ., naayizichy’
SDIRACH: o viecsinassainisinans AR
SHUBRIL jiivheniSevenaniiasdnenas NARYIE
Sweel poatoes. . ................ nahooyel
LOMMOBS. . v coiiriorsapnserinaes ch'il hichi'i




