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Philadelphia

The United States Constitutional Convention
Bicentennial Exhibition
September I7, 1986—December 31, 1987

At the Second Bank of the United States
Independence National Historical Park

Open 9-5 every day; until 6, April 1-November 1, 198

Second Bank of the United States
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VISIT RELATED CONSTITUTIONAL EXHIBITIONS
AT COLLEAGLE INSTITUTIONS

The Library Company ot Philadelphia

[he Delegates’ Library:
[he Intellectual Heritage of the Constitutional Era

Ihe Friends of Independence National Historical Park

Walnut Street, Philadelphia, PA 19106

Friends of INHP is a non-profit organization founded in
help conserve, develop, and interpret Independence
Park and its extraordinary national heritage. Through indi-
lual and corporate donations, the Friends provide volunteer
historical performances, concerts, and sym-
juisition of important documents, furnish-
augment the collections of INHP. Major
Is include: Welcome Park, Philadelphia
fen, the Tea Garden, a Museum
ion of ous guidebooks and materials,
oordinating Miracle at Philadelphia.

VISIT RELATED EXHIBITIONS AT INDEPENDENCE PARK

\ Promise of Permanency:
[he United States Constitution After 200 Years
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The Assembly Room, site of the Constitutional Convention

[he American Philosophical Society 105 Sown Fifih st
Designing a Nation:

Science, Technology, and the Nation

April 30, 1987—-September 30, 1987

illustrates the relationships of science and government in the
formative era of the Constitution. The internal improvements
initiated under the new government depended on inventive
and scientific capabilities to expand the frontier, aid navigation,
and advance commerce and industry. The American Philo-
sophical Society, founded in 1769, is the oldest learned society
in the United States. It served the young republic as a national
academy of science, a library, and a museum. Today its collec-
tions are especially rich in the writings of men of science, such
as the Society’s presidents, Franklin and Jefferson, whose work
will be described in the exhibition.

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 1300 rocust st.
A More Perfect Union:

The American People and Their Constitution

June 18, 1987—December 14, 1987

addresses the evolution of the Constitution through two cen-
turies of public perception and celebration as the model for
governing public and private life in the United States. Eighty
documents, prints, paintings, and artifacts will be exhibited
from the Historical Society’s outstanding collection. Since its
founding in 1824, the Historical Society has amassed 14.5
million manuscripts, rare books, prints, photographs, artifacts
and important American art representing Pennsylvania and
American history.
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to form a more perfect Union.

l The Revolution Ends

With the surrender of General Cornwallis at Yorktown in 1781,
the American War for Independence was won. The wartime
alliance of the thirteen states led to a limited and weak national
government under the Articles of Confederation. There was no
executive. Congress depended on irregular payments from the
states. A handful of frustrated men handled the foreign affairs,
the finances, and the army of the new nation.

2 The Disunited States

Each state had its own government to issue money, levy taxes,
regulate trade. Most Americans turned their attention to local
matters: restoring their farms and shops; picking up stakes and
moving to Vermont, Maine, Kentucky, or Tennessee or to the
growing seaport cities; seeking out new markets in the Orient
and continental Europe. As after every war, the economic
adjustments were difficult. Inflation, heavy private and public
debts, old grudges weighed against the new expectations of
independence and prosperity. State legislatures were split by
conflicts over debtor relief and the demand for paper money.
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O Sectional Compromise

Most of the delegates were Nationalists, but they also repre-
sented the interests of their regions. Northerners wanted to
give the federal government the power to regulate trade and tax
imports. Southerners wanted to preserve their agricultural
economy, based on slave labor. The two sides compromised for
the sake of union. Congress could pass commercial laws, but it
could not abolish the slave trade for twenty years. Slaves were
to be counted as three-fifths of free citizens for the purposes of
congressional apportionment, and the Constitution allowed
slaveowners to capture fugitives across state lines. The Conven-
tion was but the first in a long series of futile compromises
between North and South over the next 80 years; only after a
bloody civil war in 1861—65 and Constitutional Amendments
would the slaves begin to gain their rights as free men and
women.

{ The Delegates to Philadelphia

The 55 men who came to Philadelphia were well-acquainted
with one another. Many had been together at Princeton or Yale,
in business affairs, in military service or the Continental Con-
gress. While the Convention absorbed much of their time in
Philadelphia, America’s largest city offered them opportunities
for scientific and literary conversation, for country walks and
fishing, even for shopping. After the Convention, many of the
delegates went on to important roles in the new nation—two
as President, one as Vice President, four as Cabinet officers, and
many others in Congress, the courts, and state offices.
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14 200 Years of the Constitution

The United States Constitution is one of the shortest written
charters in the world, and yet it has proved capable of adapting
to the remarkable growth of the nation since 1787. For 200
years, through twenty-six amendments and thousands of
court rulings, Americans have acccp[cd Benjamin Franklin’s
challenge: “You have a republic,” he is supposed to have said,
“if you can keep it.” In every night’s news, there are dozens ot
reminders of how the work of the 1787 Constitutional Conven-
tion in Philadelphia has impact “for ourselves and our pos-
terity” as the third century opens.
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defeated in one state after another. Delaware ratified first, and
New Hampshire’s vote in July, 1788, guaranteed ratification.
The assent of Virginia and New York soon afterward made the
new government practical. North Carolina and Rhode Island
i join the Union until after Washington had become
As a result of the ratification campaign, the Fed-
agreed to attach the Bill of Rights to the Constitution.
ese first ten amendments were adopted in 1791.

8 The Figure of George Washington

As President of the Convention, Washington took a small part
in the Convention debates. But he was crucial to the Constitu-
tion’s success. He was widely expected to fill the office of the
President created by the Convention. He transmitted the com-
pleted Constitution to Congress, asking that it be sent to the
states for ratification.

9 A Summer of Debate

The Constitution was the result of four months of vigorous
debate. Every issue could be re-opened for discussion. The
delegates voted more than 20 times, for example, on the ques-
tion of how the president should be elected. If chosen by
Congress, as some suggested, the election would result in
“intrigue, cabal and corruption.” But if the president were
elected by the people directly, he might become a popular
tyrant. How could the electoral system prevent both evils?

for ourselves and our posterity



