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The Fr iends of I ndcpcndcncc Nat ional Hislorical Park 
l/ l \\,111111 )trt?<'l , Philadelphia, PA 19106 

The Fril'llU\ of !.\'HP i'> a non-profit orga nization fou nded in 
IY72 to help comer.e, dewlop, and interpret lndependencl' 
Par· and ih l'.\traord inar\' na ti ona l heritage. Th roug h indi­
\ rdual and u1rpora te donati on'>. the F ·iemb provide vo lunteer 
..:u1de . kLturl''>. hr'>to ica l performances. concert ,, and >vm-
1 "1a anL aid in au..iuhilion of impo rt ant docume nts. fu rn·i ~h ­
m~ Jnd portrai t'> to augml'lll the col lectio n> of INHP. Major 
l H• eL o the Friend-, include: Welcome Pa rk . Ph iladelph iil 

pen Hl•U l' . \or a\ ran Gardl'n, the Tea Garden. a .\1 meum 
In l'rn.,h1p. publ1Lation of \ ariou> guide 1ook'> and material<, , 
Jn! m1i.,t reLenth ·oord111ating Miracle at Phi ladel phia . 

\'ISIT RELATED EXHIBITIONS AT I NDEPENDE~CE PARK 

\ P romi~e ot Permanency: 
l he lniled States Constitution After 200 Years 
I t ~ T ... , . I /s11,•r < <'11 a. 3rd ,111d Chi:~111111 

u L' mtt•raL i\l' u>mpu ter program' to addre.,, thl' du rability 
and unllinu111g rein amc of the Comtit uti on . Funded b\· Be ll 
ll Penn \ h arna. 

I he ~lagna C.arta 
Old Ci1r ff,111. 51h and C/1i:s1 11111 

v .. h1b1 Jn orignal of thi' prl'Lur>cir in the ~trugglc fo r ind i­
IllL al lreedrnm. a' LOllfi rml'd by King Edward [ in 1297. plm a 
h n t1lm L'\pla111111: he Cha ner\ legaLy. Funded by Elec­
ror IL DJ!a '>tl'm' and th l' ,\\ ag na Cana Fo undatio n of 

!'ht J idph!J 

The Assembly Room. si1e of 1he Cons1i1wiona/ Co 11 ve111ion 

The .\merican Philosophical Society /05 s,111 h rif1h s1. 
De.,ig ning a Nation : 
~cien cc. Technology , and the Nation 
April 30, 1987- September 30, 1987 

i llu s trate~ the relatio nsh ips of science and gove rnment in the 
fo rmative era of the Constitu tion. The interna l improvemen ts 
initiated under the new gove rnment depended on inventi ve 
and scie rnific capabi liti e'> to expand the fro mi er. a id navigation. 
and ad \ ante commerce and industry. The American Philo­
>Oph ical ociety, fou nded in I 769, is the oldest lea rn ed society 
in rhe ' nited tates . It se rved the you ng rep ublic as a nationa l 
academ y of science , a library, and a museum. Today its co ll ec­
tiom are especiall y rich in the writ ings of men of science, such 
as the Society's presidents, Frankli n and Jefferson, whose wo rk 
will be described in the exhibitio n. 

The Historical Society of Pennsylvania 1300 Locust St. 

A More Perfect Union: 
The American People and Their Constitution 
June 18. 1987- December 14, 1987 

add resses the evo lution of the Constitution thro ugh two cen­
tu ries of public percept ion and celebration as the mocll'I for 
governi ng publ ic and private li fe in the Uni ted States. Eighty 
documen ts. prints. pa inti ngs. and art ifac ts will be exhibited 
from the Hi, rorital Societ\'\ outs tanding collection. Since its 
foundi ng in 1824, the Historical Society has amil>sed 14.5 
mill ion manu .,cripts, rare books, pri nts, photographs, a rt ifacb 
and impor ant American art represen ting Pennsylvilnia and 
American hi\tOIY 
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to form a more peifed Union ... ' 

4 6 Sectional Compromise 

1 The Revolution Ends 
With th e su rrend er of General Cornwallis at Yorktown in 1781, 
the American War for Independ ence was won. The wartime 
alliance of the thirteen states led to a limited and wea k national 
govern ment under the Articles of Confederation. There was no 
executive. Congress depended on irregular paym ents from the 
states. A handful of frust rated m en handled the foreign affairs. 
the fi nances, and the army of the new nation. 

2 The Disunited States 
Each state had its own government to issue money, levy taxes, 
regulate trade. Most Americans turned their attention to local 
matters: restoring their farms a nd shops; picking up stakes and 
moving to Vermont, Maine, Kentucky. or Tennessee or to the 
growing seaport cities; seeking o ut new markets in the Orient 
and continen tal Europe. As after every war, the economi c 
adjustments were difficult. Inflation, heavy private and public 
debts, old grudges weighed aga inst the new expectations of 
independence and prosperity. State legis latures were sp lit by 
conflicts over debtor relief a nd the demand for paper money. 

14 200 Years of the Constitution 
The United States Constitu tion is one of the shortest written 
charters in th e world. and yet it has proved capab le of adapting 
to the remarkable growth of th e nation since 1787. For 200 
years, through twenty-six amendments and thousands o 
court rulings, Americans have accepted Benjamin Frank li n 's 
challenge: "You have a republ ic," he is supposed to ha\'e said, 
" if you can keep it. " In every night's news, there are dozens o 
reminders of how the work ofthe 1787 Constitutional Co nven ­
tion in Philadelphia h as impact "for ourselves and ou r pos ­
terity" as the third century opens. 
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National Portrair Gallery, Smithsonian Institution, National ,\1ust!um D Ament.·an 
Art. Smithsonian Ins1i1u1ion . New Jersey Historical Socie!j'. Pennsylrnni,1 Acadm1y 
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3 The Nationalists' Alarm 
Many of the leader'> of the re1 olutinnary '>lruggle gre11 alarmed 
by the events of the 17 ' 0'>. Congre:, . unable to find a perma ­
nent h ome or a steady source of re,·enue, \\'a:, a national 
laugh ing-stock . Abroad. Nationalbb like John A am:, and 
Thomas Jefferson were hu miliaced by AmeriLan 11·eakne:,;. 
Mercha ntmen fl ying the Stars and Stripe'> \\'ere being hijaLked 
in the Med iter ra nean by the Barban· pirate'>. Without a nan', or 
th e m o n ey to ransom hoqage'>. the United tate'> ~,· a:-. 
powerless to respond. The British limi ed and taxed rade I\ ith 
the young republic. and relmed 10 yield !>frontier on:,. pain 
closed the ,\.1 is'>h,ippi 10 American trade. At home. \'a1ionalh1; 
li ke James .\.ladi;on John Ja\', Alexander Hamilton and Henn 
Knox were distre.,.,ed b1 the tactionalism of ~tate legislalure'-, 
and the pressure for paper mone~. Armed mob'> forceabl~ 
prevented courts from seizing deblllr'>' land in 'e\'l'ral late'>; 
and in Massach usetts, Sha vs' Rebellion threatened Li,·il 1\ ar. 
On ly a new and strong 1ia1ional gO\ ernrnelll. he-,e men 
lhoughl. could sa1·e AmeriLa n independenLe and local nrder. 
In lette rs. pamphlet., and 1w11 -,paper ankle,, he1 argued o r a 
co nstilllti onal com·enuon. Final!\, in Philadelphia m .\\a1· 
1787. 55 delegates from t'\en 'late but Rhode bland com ened. 
Vital 10 their ;ucce:,-, 1\ a., the prc~ence of George \.\'a,hing on. 
reluctallllv ca lled out ofretiremelll to lend hi ., heroic '>lature to 
the creation of a ne\\' American republic. 

Madison's Notes 
'y 

The Com·ention met at lndependenn• Hall then the Pen nsyl­
\'ania tale Hou.,e. tor four mnn h . ih prnu.:eding'> kept <iecret 
rom the publiL. Onh· through the n1>1e taken dail\' bv James 

,\ ladbon can \\e lea·rn \\hat ha ppened during ch~ tmstitu ­
tional Comen ion. Cnpublhhed or mn re han fo rty years, 
these note, are among the mo-,1 1mportan manmcript records 
in all of Ameri<.an hhtor~. 

-) The Great Compromise 
The fir'>! hurdle !aced b,· the Com en ll>n \\J the 1..ompo-,i tion 
of the ne1\ federal Co ngres'>. \'irgirnan' Edmund Randolph and 
Jame;. 1ad1.,on argued for a pcm erlul k_::hla ure appnrtio ned 
a.:cording lll '>late population. :'\e11 Jehe\ an \'illiam Patterson 
coulllered 1\ ith a plan pre.,en ing he eyualll\ 111 che '> mall 
'>late:, in a 1\eaker narional Congre". A er l \O months of 
:,ometime'> biller debate. he Conrn•u11..u Jele ~a 1011 'uggesced 
a compronme: a 11' o -hlime legi'>lature I \ 1:h a H1 u'e pf Repre-
ema i'e' appmuoned bl population and a '>Lnate 11nh two 

:,eat'> tor each 'late. On1..e the comprom1,e hat.1 l een auepted. 
the delegate'> ·ne11 that their 11 ork '' o ulJ le 'ULLl' ,tu! a new 
gmernmem of expandeJ 1bu1 explic1 h hm11<.:d pll1\er' 11ould 
LO me out ot the Com elllion . 
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Most of the delegates were ationa lists, bu t they also repre­
sen ted the interests of thei r regio ns. Northerners wanted 10 
give the federal government the power to regulate trade and tax 
impo rts. Southerners wanted to preserve the ir agricultura l 
economy, based on slave labo r. The two sides compromised for 
the sake of union . Congress co u ld pass commercial laws, but it 
could not abolish the slave trade for twe nty years . Slaves were 
to be co unted as th ree-fifths of free citizens for the purposes of 
congressional apportionment, and the Constituti on allowed 
slaveowners to capture fugitives across state li nes . The Conven­
ti on was but the fi rst in a long series of fut ile compromises 
between North and Sou th over the next 80 years; only after a 
bloody civil war in 186I - 65 and Constitutio nal Amendments 
would the slaves beg in to ga in their rights as free men and 
women. 

7 The Delegates to Philadelphia 
The 55 men who came to Philadelphia were wel l- acquai nted 
wi th one anoth er. Ma ny had been together at Princeton or Yale, 
in business affairs. in mi lita ry service or the Continenta l Con­
gress . While the Convention absorbed m uch of their time in 
Philadelphia, America's la rgest ci ty offered them opportuniti es 
fo r scientific and literary conversation , for country wa lks and 
fis hing, even for shopping. After the Conven tion, many of th e 
delegates went on to important roles in the new nation- two 
as President, one as Vice President, four as Cabi net officers, and 
many others in Con gress, the cou rts, and state offices . 
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12 Signing the Constitution 
'l -1 ear-nld Benjamm Fran li n capped hh long career of pub­
hl '-ef\ 11..e b\ urgmg hi'> tello1' delegates to sign the completed 
C, n 'mution. 39 o the .+2 delegates remaining in Philadelphi a 
1..:net. For Fran ·J in. thb 1\a' proof that the emblem on th e 

lia1..'. o ;he pre,iding officer\ Lhair \\'as a "rising, not a setting 
un. Elbndge Gern of .\la ... alhu,eltS and two Virginians, 

E munJ Randolph an George ,\ \a,on. \\'hO was particu la rly 
i 'tt b1 lhea tnce ti! a bill 11 right•,, refused to sign. 

13 Ratifying the Constitution 
The Com itu ion 11 a'> submiued to popular conventions in a ll 
13 '-la e in the first national political am pa ign . Madison, 
Hamilton and Jay 1\ rote the " Federalist Papers" to argue for the 
ne1\ "'' em o gowrnment. In many state~. there were power­
ul , ·nice., and ewn a majority of pubic opi nion against the 

Com i lllion. The Anti -Federalists. as they \\'ere ca lled, waged 
e pecially , ·igorom bat !es in strong stares like Massachusetts, 
, ·e1' \'or · , Pennsyh'ania, and Virginia, though they were 

e ea ed in one state after another. Dela\\'are ratified first, and 
.\'e1\ Hampshire 's vote in Ju ly, 1788 , guarameed ratification. 
The assem of Virginia and New York soon afterward made the 
ne\\' go1·ernment practical. o rth Carolina a nd Rhode Island 
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10 Powers of the Governmen t 
The delegate'> thought o polaiLal "'!em., a' me1.. '"n ilal 
devices. The three bra nches of govcrnmelll- lhL· b .e1..u i\ e, 
the Leg islatiw an the Judiciary- were rigidly >epara L t The 
powers of Cone re.,., and the Presidem 11 ere1..are ul ' hn tt J by 
checks and balances . Accord ing to the " -,upre'11e la-. ·. the 
land," every American would henceforth be a 1..Jt 1u1 t · ot a 
state and of the federa l government. A nt'\\ i rt· t rnn 
wou ld be the final interpreter of the Com i u;. n T , lea' 
were remarkab le innovation; tor their time, 1..rta' ··~an rnal 
governmem unli e an~ in the 1\ 11 rld and tht'\ are all ut r ned 
in the Comt ituuon 1\ h1Lh 1 JH\\ \ the oldt' \\ n ;en h ~· ·r nt 
govern mem in the 1\ o rld\ h1 inn. 

11 Drafts of the Constitution 
The Convention en ru:,ted he de tail ll l 11nt11L.: he <' ;itu ­
ti on to se"era l .:ommiuee,. Jame' \\'ii on n Penn 1 ,\ania 
wrote the fir'>! dral! b1· Augu'>l - \\hkh 1\a primed Ill ecrecy 
and used by the delegate for heir deba t anu re\ 1 ;on. 
Gouverneur Morrh of Penm1harna11 a-, Ll11e h re,p11n,1l'le tor 
the concise fi nal draft of eptember l 2. He 1\ a, the author lll the 
familiar Preamble, crisply setting onh the purpo'e' ot the ne\\' 
American government. 

7 

so I) 

8 The Figure of George Washington 
A~ Pres ident of the Co nve nti on , Washington took a sma ll part 
in the Convention debates . But he was crucia l to th e Constitu­
tion's :,uccess . He was 1 idely expected lO fi ll the office of th e 
President creaced by the Convention . He tra nsmitted the com­
pleted Const itutio n 10 Congress. aski ng that it be sent lO the 
'>late~ for ratificat ion . 

9 A Summer of Debate 
The Co nstit ution was the resu lt of four months of vigorous 
debate. Every issue cou ld be re -opened fo r discussion. The 
delegates voted more than 20 ti mes. fo r example, on the 4ues­
tion of how the president should be elected . If chosen by 
Congre~s. as some suggested. the election wou ld resu lt in 
"intrigue, caba l and corrupti on." But if the president were 
elected by the peop le d irectly, he might become a popu lar 
ty ran t. How could th e electora l S\'S tem prevent both evil;' 

id not join he Union until after Washin<>to n had become 
Pre idem. As a result of the ratification campa ign, the Fed­
eralis agree to attach lhe Bill of Rights to the Consti tution. 
These ·rs ten amendments 1wre adopted in 179 1. 

for ourselves and our posterity 

" 


