




































APPENDIX 



POLICY AND CRITERIA FOR FEDER.AL RECOGNITION OF 
THE HISTORICAL IMPORTANCE OF CHURCH PROPERTIES 
RELATED TO INDEPENDENCE NATIONAL HISTORICAL PARK 
AND THE ENHANCEMENT OF THEIR SETTINGS 

WHEREAS, the Act of June 28, 1948 (62 Stat. 1061) and the Act of 
August 6, 1956 (70 Stat. 1074) recognize the significance of religious 
association in the purposes of the Independence National Historical Park 
by providing respectively for Federal purchase of land and buildings 
adjacent to Christ Church, and for designation of Mikveh Israel Cemetery 
as a unit of the Park, contingent upon a prior satisfactory agreement be­
ing concluded in each case between the Secretary of the Interior and the 
Proprietors of said Church organizations for assuring the protection and 
physical maintenance of the Church property by the Church organization 
without any limitation of control over its use for customary Church and 
religious purposes, and 

WHEREAS, during the Colonial period and the focal period of the Park 
Story 1774 to 1800, religion, as expressed, observed, and represented by 
various churches and congregations located in Old Philadelphia adjacent 
to the Park, constituted, in conjunction with the agricultural, economic, 
social, military and political, a vital and significant force in the social 
behavior and thinking of the period and in the development of the philos­
ophy of government found in the Deciaration of Independence and the Consti­
tution, and 

WHEREAS, in addition to Christ Church and Mikveh Israel Cemetery 
several other churches, sites of churches, or related burial grounds dat­
ing from and associated with the life, social activity, and political 
events of the Old Phiiadelphia of the period 1774 to 1800 still exist in 
proximity to the Park, and 

WHEREAS, these churches, sites of churches, or related burial grounds, 
may not, each individually possess national significance, collectively, 
because of their historical associations with and proximity . to the Inde­
pendence National Historical Park and the events which it commemorates, 
they merit recognition as subsidiary parts of the Park story, contingent 
upon continuing ownership, administration, care and maintenance of said 
church property by the respective church organizations without expense to 
the United States. 

ACCORDINGLY, THEREFORE, the following policies and criteria are 
adopted as a guide for granting Federal recognition to religious struc­
tures, sites, or related burial grounds in Old Philadelphia and for the 
acquisition by the Federal Government of abutting properties as outlined 
in paragraph 2 hereunder: 

1. THAT, Federal recognition of church structures, sites of church 
structures, or related burial grounds in Old Philadelphia shall: 



a. Be limited to such structures and sites as date from the 
period 1774 to 1800; those which have been devoted continuously 
to such religious purposes from that period to date; and those 
which geographically are located in the Old City of Philadelphia 
of the period 1774 to 1800, more specifically described as ·the 
area bounded by the West side of the Delaware River, Vine Street, 
Ninth Street, and South Street. 

b. Be effected through approval by the Secretary of the 
Interior of the placement of an official marker on the site or 
structure in recognition of its historical importance in relation 
to Independence National Historical Park, PROVIDED, THAT, ~be recog­
nized church organization, through its duly authorized representa­
tives, has exer.uted an Agreement satisfactory to the Secretary of 
the Interior, providing for the continuing ownership, administration, 
preservation, and maintenance of said church property by the church 
organization, without expense to the United States. 

2. THAT~ Federal action to purchase and de?elop land adjacent to any 
church or site of church, recognized pursuant to one above and not embraced 
in the Park boundaries established by the original Act of June 28, 1948 
(62 Stat. 1061) shall: 

a . Be conditioned upon a determination by the Secretary of 
the Interior of the need and j11stification for removing existing 
non-historic structures, either because they constitute a fire 
hazard to said church or site of church or because their removal 
will provide an acceptable and dignified setting for each church 
or site of church, in harmony with Independence National Historical 
Park. 

3. THAT, the actions contemplated in sections one and two above shall 
be accomplished only pursuant to specific Congressional authorization. 
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