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Preface 

The elements of data "management" are not new inventions. Several existing 
documents stipulate the ideals of data management for National Park Service units and 
Inventory and Monitoring (l&M) programs. These draft Data Management Protocols do 
not attempt to comprehensively list, review, or synthesize those criteria. Rather than a 
listing of mandatory policies and regulations, these guidelines are aimed toward aiding 
park personel with their immediate and future data management concerns. Much of 
the content herein comes from experiences gained at Shenandoah National Park 
(SHEN) which is an ecological monitoring prototype park of the l&M Program. 
Shenandoah had a natural resource data collection effort spanning many years before 
any formal "guidelines" for park-based programs were ever writ ten. These resource 
studies were often initiated for very specific purposes and without the foresight that 
they would become "long-term." In the past, little time and no staff were available for 
professional data management, and data integrity suffered. In light of this and other 
examples, comparing past performance to "new" standards is clearly unfair and hardly 
recognizes the effort and commitment that preserved our resource data over the years. 
The immediate challenge in the National Park Service is to inventory, organize, and 
manage our valuable data resources (past, present, and future) in an efficient and cost-
effective manner. Effective data management will preserve the quality and integrity of 
our data archives and provide the basis for informed resource management decisions 
for years to come. 
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