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¢ The 1977 Clean Air Act amendments direct the NPS to protect air quality specifically
in 48 designated Class I air quality areas (all other NPS units are designated Class II).
However, because the NPS Organic Act, the Wilderness Act, and some parks' Enabling
Legislation provide the basis for air quality protection in all NPS units, NPS Management
Policies make no distinction in the level of air quality protection afforded to Class I
versus Class II NPS areas. Further, the Management Policies state that the Service will
monitor and document the condition of air quality and related values, i.e., resources, in
NPS units.

¢ There are certain “responsibilities” associated with Class I air quality areas. For
example, state permitting authorities are required to send permit applications for new air
pollution sources proposed near Class I areas to the managers of those areas. The
managers are expected to comment on whether or not the new source emissions will
adversely affect air quality and/or resources in the Class I areas. Consequently, to help
address permit application-related questions and other air quality issues, Class [ areas
typically conduct one or more types of ambient air quality monitoring. In addition to the
NPS, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (FWS) and the U.S.D.A. Forest Service (FS)
also manage Class I areas. Class II areas can benefit from the monitoring data collected
by, and the permit application reviews conducted for, nearby Class I areas. A map of
NPS Class I areas can be found at http://www2.nature.nps.gov/ard/parks/npscl1b.pdf; a
map of FWS Class I areas is at http://www2.nature.nps.gov/ard/fws/fws.pdf; and a map
of FS Class I areas is at http://www2.nature.nps.gov/ard/parks/fscl1b.pdf.

¢ For years, the Air Resources Division (ARD) focused on monitoring ambient
concentrations and effects of the following air pollutants in parks: fine particles (less
than 10 micrometers in diameter), ozone, and nitrogen and sulfur deposited in both dry
and wet form. Recently, the ARD has also started to play a role in monitoring toxic
compounds such as persistent organic pollutants (POPs) and heavy metals like mercury,
lead, zinc, and cadmium.

¢ Fine particles reduce visibility. Not only do they decrease the distance one can see;
they also decrease the color and clarity of a scene. Because visibility is often cited as an
important reason for a visit to many parks, reduced visibility can make a visit less
enjoyable.

¢ Ozone is a significant human health concern in many urban areas, and unfortunately,
also in many parks. It causes respiratory problems, and has recently been linked to an
increased incidence of childhood asthma. Ozone also affects vegetation. Sensitive
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