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The Inventory & Monitoring Program and You:
Working Together to Achieve Resource Stewardship

Knowing the condition of natural resources in national parks is fundamental to the Service's ability to conserve park
resources “unimpaired for the enjoyment ol future generations.” National park managers are confronted with complex
and challenging issues that require an understanding of the status and trends of cach park’s natural resources. This
information is the basis for decision making, interageney cooperation, and communication with the public to protect
park natural systems and native species. The challenge of protecting and managing a park’s natural resources requires
an ccosystem approach because most parks are open systems, with threats such as air pollution, water pollution, and
invasive species originating outside of park boundaries.

Vital Signs Monitoring tracks a subset of physical. chemical, and biological elements and processes of park ecosystems.
These elements represent the health or condition of park resources. effects of stressors, or elements that have important
human values. The Inventory and Monitoring (1&M) Program is part ol the National Park Service’s elfort to “improve
park management through greater reliance on scientific knowledge.™ The primary roles of the program are to collect,
organize. and make available natural resource data and to contribute to the Service's institutional knowledge by
facilitating the transformation of data into information through analysis. synthesis, and modeling.
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* Determine status and trends in selected indicators of the condition of park ecosystems (o allow
managers 1o make better-informed decisions and to work more effectively with other agencies

1l Signs Monitoring:

and individuals for the benefit of park resources.
* Provide early warning of abnormal conditions of selected resources to help develop effective

tion measures and reduce costs of management,

* Provide dati to better understand the dynamic nature and condition of park ccosystems and
to provide reference points for comparisons with other, altered environments.

* Provide data to meet certain lega nal mandates related to natural resource

protection and visitor enjoyment.
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* Provide a means of measuring progress towards performance goals.
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