
PHOTOGRAPHIC RESOURCE MONITORING PROGRAM 

PURPOSE 

This system has been designed to aid in documenting natural and human-related 
changes in the natural resources of Antietam National Battlefield. The pho­
tographs obtained will help detect gradual changes that might otherwise go 
unnoticed because of constant close association or because of turn-over in 
park personnel. 

Up to this time gradual changes in the environment around Antietam have not 
been documented and there is very little baseline information with which to 
compare future changes. This documentation is considered of the utmost impor­
tance in maintaining the historic scene. 

The succession of plant communities is a slow, but continuing process. Often 
times these changes go unnoticed. A photographic monitoring system will show 
the changes in vegetation through time. It will also show the effects of 
visitor impact and will aid resource managers in determining techniques to 
rehabilitate impacted areas. 

EQUIPMENT 

The Photographic Resource Monitoring Program requires the following equipment: 

35 mm Camera 

55 mm Lens 
Slide Film (ASA 64) 
Hand-Held Compass 
Measuring Tape, 100 ft. 
Tripod 
Panoramic Photo Stand 

PROCEDURES 

The recorder will locate the photopoints using the information on the attached 
photopoint system survey sheets. Each photopoint has been permanently 
established and marked with an orange plastic surveyors stake, driven flush to 
the ground. Read the attached survey sheets carefully. The tripod is then 
centered over the photopoint marker and the camera, along with the panoramic 
photo stand, is mounted to the tripod. The camera stand is used so the 
camera's focal point can pivot directly above the photopoint. Point the 
camera in the direction of the first azimuth on the survey sheet, using the 
hand compass, and begin photographing. Pivot the camera and continue pho­
tographing at each of the respective azimuths. Record all the necessary infor­
mation on the photopoint record sheet. 

When photography at each of the photopoints is completed, the film will be 
sent for processing. One copy of each slide will be obtained as well as one 
black and white negative of each slide. The black and white negatives will 
ensure that in 100 years the photographic information will be available. 
Slides and negatives will be stored in metal cabinet-type slide storage files 
where temperature and humidity can be controlled as much as possible to ensure 
longevity of the photographs. 



The Photographic Resource Monitoring Program has been designed to be imple­
mented two times per year. One time will be the first week in May, or very 
shortly after leaf-out. The other period will be in the first week of 
November, or very shortly after leaf-fall. 
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