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INTRODUCTION

The purpose of this manual is to specify acceptable, uniform methods of
obtaining field measurements for the Forest Response Program. The objective
statements and descriptive narratives are intended to provide non-experienced
field technicians with not only the "hows" of forest inventory work, but the
"whys" as well. A basic understanding of theory and practice can only help to
elicit a higher level of data quality.

In addition to the primary text, a complete set of field data sheets is
provided in the Appendix. Readers of this manual are encouraged to refer to
this section often to become familiar with standard data acquisition and
formatting procedures.

Even though aimed specifically at Forest Response Program objectives, many of
the field procedures described in this manual may be germane to other studies
attempting to quantify subtle changes in forest condition over time. The
exact methods chosen, sample size measured, and analytical techniques used,
however, depend strongly on the objectives of each individual field project.






