
Interpreting Biological 
Diversity: 

A Handbook for 

National Park Service 
Communicators 

BIOLOGICAL DIVERSTTY 

Makes a World of Difference 

National Park Service 



Biological Diversity 
Table of Contents 

1.0 Introduction 
1.1 Letter of Transmittal 
1.2 Director Mott's Paper 
1.3 Hope is Not an Endangered Species 
1.4 About This Handbook 
1.5 Acknowledgments 

2.0 Technical Report Summaries 
2.1 Management Policies Relating to Biological Diversity 
2.2 The Role of the National Park Service in Protecting Biological Diversity 
2.3 NPS Draft Biological Diversity Plan 
2.4 Interpreting Biological Diversity in the National Park System: A National 

Park Service Interpretive Initiative Plan 
2.5 Interpreting Biological Diversity in the National Park System Survey 
2.6 OTA Report Brief: Technologies to Maintain Biological Diversity 
2.7 Biological Diversity-Related Legislation 

3.0 Informational Papers 
3.1 Interpreting Critical Resource Issues for the Public 
3.2 Some Interpretive Thoughts on Biological Diversity 
3.3 National Parks and the Preservation of Biological Diversity 
3.4 Integrating Biological Diversity into Cultural and Historical Interpretation 
3.5 Global Linkages and Biological Diversity 

4.0 Fact Sheets and Select Articles 
4.1 Biological Diversity as a Global Concept 
4.2 Charismatic Species 
4.3 Conservation and Preservation 
4.4 Cultural Transfer of Biological Diversity 
4.5 Ecological Processes 
4.6 Economically Important Species 
4.7 Edible Plants and Animals 
4.8 Endangered Species 
4.9 Ethical Issues and Species Preservation 
4.10 Evolutionary Processes 
4.11 Extinct Species 
4.12 Extirpated Species 
4.13 Genetic Diversity 
4.14 Genetic Diversity — Community 
4.15 Impact of Consumer Behavior 



(4.0 Continued) 
4.16 Integrated Development 
4.17 Intensive Management 
4.18 Keystone Species 
4.19 Medically Important Species 
4.20 Native Versus Alien Species 
4.21 Origin and Distribution of Crop Species 
4.22 Planetary Maintenance Systems 
4.23 Restoration of Ecosystems 
4.24 Species of Socio-Cultural Significance 
4.25 Unmodified Natural Communities 
4.26 Unique Aggregations 
4.27 Select Article Reprints 

5.0 Programs 
5.1 Biological Diversity (General) 
5.2 Biological Diversity as a Global Concept 
5.3 Cultural Transfer of Biological Diversity 
5.4 Threatened or Endangered Species 
5.5 Ethical Issues and Species Preservation 
5.6 Evolutionary Processes 
5.7 Impact of Consumer Behavior 
5.8 Integrated Development 
5.9 Intensive Management 
5.10 Medically Important Species 
5.11 Native Versus Alien Species 
5.12 Restoration of Ecosystems 
5.13 Additional Biological Diversity Program Source Guide 
5.14 NPS Biological Diversity Slide Program (Script and Suggested 

Slides) 

6.0 Your Park's Biological Diversity Plan 
6.1 Planning Your Biological Diversity Program 

7.0 References 
7.1 Bibliography and Source Materials 
7.2 Glossary 



• 
© 

I 
3 
§•. 
o 
3 



Biological Diversity 

A Message from the Assistant trixectcr for Intertiretation and the Chief. 
Division of Interpretation 

Not often in one's professional career do moments and issues come along which 
fire enthusiasm and stimulate creativity. We find Biological Diversity and 
its associated issues — Clearing The Air and Global Change — to have 
provided such a moment in the National Park Service. 

The energy which these issues has generated must continue and grow — in 
order to do so it rteeds focus, direction and depth. The Biological Diversity 
interpretive Initiative Task Group recommended in its plan that an 
interpreter's manual be developed "to serve as both a training dc)cument and a 
resource for interpretive and educational activities." 

The Task Group knew that in order to make biological diversity an active part 
of our lives and programs, we were going to need a primary source to study 
and a place to accumulate additional information and ideas as we learned 
them. This Biological Diversity Handbook is such a source and place. 

We hope you find the material stimulating and we welcome your comments and 
suggestions for future revisions. 

This Handbook should not take up space on your shelf. Carry it with you. 
Take it apart and read it in sections. Make marginal notes. Turn down the 
pages. Ask questions about the material. Discuss the issues at lunch. Make 
the Handbook your own. 

Some of you have already been interpreting threads of biological diversity 
themes. Ahead of us lies the opportunity to create new weaves in our 
programs so the public will understand both the many facets of biological 
diversity and why it is important to each of us that biological diversity on 
the planet be preserved. 

Kenneth Raithel, Jr. \ Michael D. Watson 
Assistant Director for Interpretation Chief, Division of Interpretation 
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