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THE OFFICIAL

EMBLEM
OF THE

NATIONAL
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T
NATIONAL PARKS ARE SPECIAL PLACES
set aside by the American People to conserve the scenery, preserve the natural and historic
objects and protect the wildlife in each park and to provide for the enjoyment of these
resources in a way that leaves them unimpaired for the enjoyment of future generations
More than 130 years ago. Yellowstone became the world's first National Park. By 1916,
thirty-five other parks and monuments were set aside leading Congress to create the
National Park Service. Today, there arc nearly 4.00 National Parks cared for by dedicated
men and women, working to conserve and protect America's natural, cultural and historic

he arrowhead is the official
emhlem of the National Park
Service and is proud I)
displayed in National Parks. From
building entrances to official vehicles
and on the Rangers' uniforms, the
Arrowhead proudly identifies
National Park Service people and
places. The emblem is designed to
represent the plants, animals, land
formations, waters and history,
protected and preserved through the
National Park System. Can you find
each of these tilings on the arrowhead?

resources for future generations. National Parks hold promises for the future and paths
to the past. More than 170 million times a year, Americans visit their National Parks for
fun, inspiration, recreation and renewal.

EXPLORE, LEARN, PROTECT
National Park Junior Ranger Programs connect young people to their National Parks.
The National Park Junior Ranger Motto is "Explore, Learn, Protect."
These three words capture much of the history of the National Park Service.

Explore

Learn

Protect

Interest and care lead kids
and families to discover
places they want to learn
about.

Families learning together
about special places like
National Parks fosters a
connection and a bond.

By exploring and learning
about National Parks, people
gain an appreciation for
these special places and feel a
personal responsibility to
protect them today for
tomorrow.

• i
In this issue of the Junior Ranger Gazette you will learn
about people and places that represent the Junior
Ranger Motto: Explore. Learn. Protect.

Web Rangers
NOW YOU CAN BE A JUNIOR RANGER EVEN IF
YOU ARE NOT ABLE TO VISIT A NATIONAL PARK.

Y

ou can become a member of a
growing group of young
people who are interested in the
world around them and
involved in their nation's heritage.
When you visit the WebRangers site
[www.nps.gov/ webrangers/ j your adventure begins
w tth a membership card and a chance to create
your own on-line ranger station. Once you log-ui,
you can post stories or photos, scan the best park
webcams, and complete activities to earn rewards.
When you have completed all the activities, you
will earn the WebRangers patch. WebRangers is a
great place to have fun, get to know your parks, and
to revisit some of your favorites.
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ational Parks are home to a variety of sea creatures including
I manatees, seats, seahorses and pelicausjust to name a few. In many
'National Parks you can spend a day boating, snorkelmg and
swimming in waters to discover these amazing creatures.
Biscayne National Park in South Florida is the largest marine park ut the
National Park System. There are more than too speciesoHish id Biscayne. The
waters around the park have seen the likes of pirates. Native Americans, world
explorers and presidents. Many visitors to Biscayne visit coral reefs. Some experience
reefs through the windows of a glass bottom boat while others swim with a snorkel
and mask to see different species living in its protected waters.
At Channel Islands National Park off the coast of'Southeru California, half
the park is underwater, The park protects 17c miles of untouched coastline. The
sea llooi is comprised ofcanyons, banks, escarpments, sea mounts, and deep basins.
The Santa Cruz Basin is deeper than Arizona's Grand Canyon. Channel
Islands National Park encompasses five remarkable islands [Anacapa, Santa Cruz,
Santa Rosa, San Miguel, and Santa Barbara]. The islands boast hundreds of sea
caves, hicludingone of the world's largest and deepest named Painted Cave on Santa
Cruz Island. During the summer, the park is visited by the largest herd of blue
whales in the world. The islands provide a safe home for California sea lions,
harbor seals, Guadalupe fur seals and Northern fur seals.
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tight Islands National Park in the U.S. Virgin Islands has
no rivers, lakes or streams. Instead, salt ponds provide
important habitats for crabs, lizards and birds. Five
species ofbats live in the park eatmg fruit, insects and some fish.
During the winter months, migrating, endangered Humpback
whales ami their calves visit the park water* while endangered
Hawksbill turtles nest on the beaches. If you're lucky you may
see nests hatch with more than one hundred baby turtles
heading to the sea! At Reef Bay you can find the Taino Indian
pet roglyphs, just one of more than too historic structures in
Virgin Islands National Park.
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V Y hen you imagine a cave you might think of dark passageways, damp
walls and other mysterious creatures but there is much more. Caves arc very
important structures playing a key role m our environment. Most caves are
formed in limestone, created by a combination of chemical processes, water
erosion, tectonic forces, microorganisms and pressure. The National Park
Service protects several ewes, welcoming visitors to tour and explore these
amazing underground environments.
With more than 565- known miles, Mammoth Cave National
Park near Cave City, Kentucky, has the longest known cave system in
the world. If you joined the second longest cave, Jewel Cave in South
Dakota at 14.1.87 miles long and the third longest cave in the world,

There are more than 1,100 species of bats throughout the world.

•

ft)

ftft-

Ifm

^r^-"-,i^H|K

ft

^ft^^ ^^^B

ftw

ft

' 'm

-

1

TA . '*
*

#

# ^ 1

ft

I

ft

ft

^ftw
ftj

ft

ft

~i

N

ft
tt

J

Optimistichcskaya in the Ukraine at t o t miles long, Mammoth Cave
would still be longer by almost 100 miles.
Carlsbad Caverns National Park m New Mexico contains 113
caves located 111 the Guadalupe Mountains. The caves found in Carlsbad
Caverns were formed when sulfuric acid dissolved the surrounding
limestone, creating some of the largest raves in America.
Oregon Caves National Monument is located m the Siskiyou
Mountains in southwest Oregon. Instead of limestone, this cave was
formed by the faulting and folding of marble. Today carbon dioxide and
water mix to make a very weak acid referred to as "acid dew." The acid
mixture slowly c3tsaway at the marble walls causing the cave to continuously grow.

Bats are found on every continent except Antarctica.

Bats are nocturnal, roosting during the day (In caves, crovices.
burrows, buildings and trees) and eating at night.

ft
Bat wings are modified forelimbs, making them the only
mammals In the world that can truly fly.

W^
Insocts tire the most common source of food for bats,
although certain species feed on fruit, pollen, nectar or blood.

A bat's knees bend backwards, making in-flight navigation
easier and enabling It to hang upside down.

Bats use sound to navigate in the dark. They make noises
with their nose or mouth and listen for the echoes to bounce off
objects in their path.

A bat's wing is thinner than a bird's, allowing them to move
faster and with more precision.
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DEATH YALLE', NATIONAL PARK BADLANDS
NATIONAL

Death Valley National Park protects. 5.5. million acres
aCTCaaJ.CaJifbrriia and Nevada and t> la;nou> at tint hottest
and driest pjacc in North America. In the sum nice the
highest temperatures anuually run above TIO degrees
Fahrenheit Rainfall ui Death Valley averages Jess than two
inches a year and there have been some years of NO
n. corrjrrj nuilall Djtepll* the h;irt.h environment, more
than 1,000 kinds ofplants live within thepark I'hc plants
are able to -.urvivc because they adapt to desert hie and can
survive on very little water. The best tune to see the
blooming flowers in Death Valley National Park depends on the ramconditions. If rain falls
111 several Worms throughout the winter and spring, tin flowers may bloom in late March
and early April in the park's low elevations-
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Badlands National Park in southwestern South Dakota contains
evidence of animals that lived
more than 37 million years ago.
The fossils found in this area have been linked to the
modern day rhinoceros, horse, pig and cert. OneOtBactands
National Parks most famous archeologlcaf digs is the Pig
Wallow Site, nicknamed the Big Pig Dig. So far, 18
ancient animal species have been discovered at this site
leading scientists to believe that millions of years ago the
area served as a watering hole.
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White Sands National Monument
Located in New Mexico'*Tularosa Basin, White Sands National
Monument protects v?y square miles of gypsum sand dunes. A
• .ami r, described as a b.oilow dip m the eanh's •rorfaiu thai is
surrounded by higher land. The Tularosa Basin is bordered by the
SajiAiidjws Mountains to the wvst, and Sacramento Mountains
to the cant. Both mountains have thick layers ofscditnctit niv rock
and one of the layers is made out of a rock called gyp sum

Gypsum is different from other rocks because it dissolves in water. When
rain falls on the surrounding mouuttuns, the gypsum dissolves andruns
down the mountain into the Tularosa Basi:: Since the Tularosa Basin
does not have an outlet to the ocean, runotl from the mountains
containing disseised gypsum gvt% trapped in the tooth. Alter several
million years this process created the landscape ui White Sands National

Monument

Washington Monument Did you know...
• There are 896 steps In the Washington Monument. There
were originally 897, but one step was removed to make the
monument more accessible.
•
The monumont reaches 555 feet, 5 1/8 inches high with
the base measuring 55 feet, 1 inch wide. The monument is
roughly 10 times larger than it is wide and is modeled after
the Egyptian Obelisk.
9 Visitors to the National Monument will notice a change in
the stone color about halfway up. This is because the original
construction stopped due to lack of funds. When construction
started again 24 years later, the builders returned to the same
quarry to cut more stone to finish the project. This time
around, thoy had to dig deeper which resulted In a stone of a
slightly different color.
4 Inside the monument you will find commemorative stones
donated by state, civic, and International organizations. The
most famous stone, donated by the Vatican, was allegedly
stolen in 1854 and destroyed. A replacement stone was
added In 1982.
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• U K managed by Glen Canyon National Recreation Area in Utah, is the
a I world's largest known natural bridge. Reaching 190 feet tall, Rainbow
Bridge is almost as tall as die Statue ofLiberty. As part of die Colorado Plateau,
rock forrnatioradtat makeup Rainbow Bridge are hwidredsofmHIionsof years old.
Natural bridges are created when flowing water breaks through rock. For
hundreds of years, neighboring Indian peoples have believed Rainbow Bridge to
be sacred Ikonoring it with prayers and of lerings made near and under die bridge.

J
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efferson National
Expansion Memorial

Al twenty miles long. Yellowstone Lake is the largest
natural mountain lake hi North America. It is so big
that from certain lookout spots visitors often think
they are looking at the ocean. Yellowstone Lake is a
popular destination tor park visitors who travel here to
fish, swim, hSte and enjoy its beauty.
Scientists and geologists travel to Yellowstone Lake
for different reasons. They come to study the geology
beneath the lake. Mapping the floor of Yellowstone
Lake requires the use of remote control devices,
sound waves and scuba gear to scan the bottom.
Research has revealed a variety ot fault Ones (cracks
In the earth's crust), hot springs and craters beneath
the lake. In fact the landscape under the lake is simlar
to the terrain you find throughout the rest of the park.
Scientists and geologists have also discovered they
can watch the Like tor signs of volcanic eruptions.
The lake bed's rise and fall can unleash steam
explosions and wild waves.
Scientists predict an eruption could occur sometime
within the next 100,000 years. Scientists do a great
job of monitoring volcanic activity to make sure
visitors at Yellowstone are always safe.

in St. Louis, Missouri is home to
the tallest monument in America, the
Gateway Arch. With construction lasting
more than two years, the stainless steel
Arch stands 630 feet high and stretches
630 feet from leg-to-leg. While standing
at the top of the monument, it's possible
to see up to thirty miles in any direction.

more about
natural bridges
by trying
"Rock Around
the Park"
on Webrangers
www.nps.gov/
webrangers

Birds

Inside many National Parks you can find fascinating and rare species ofbirdsyou may not see everyday.
Big Bend National Parte In Texas Is home to more species of birds than any other National Park In the United States.
Researchers and observers have reported and documented 450 species of birds Inside the park, from small thrushes
to large herons and great homed owls.

The Great Road Runner

TlicAnhinga

is the most famous bird that lives
in Big Bend National Park. A
member of the cuckoo family,
the Road Runncrwould prefer to
run rather than fly, reaching
speeds of more than to mph.
However, if threatened the Road
Runner can take flight for short
bursts.

aadivingbird that can dive under watcrtocatch fish
and swim by using its webbed feet to propel itself Its
feathers are specially designed to allow them to dive.
The feather allows water into tiny spaces allowing the Anbinga to easily glide underwater. In
EveigjadcsNational Pane, the AnhnigaTrail is or.-; of
die great places to view Anhingas. Here you can get
close enough to view them swimming after lish,
warming up in the sun or nesting.
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ary Bomar has been a part of of the National
Park Service for almost to years. In October
xoo6, Director Bomar was named the
: -t h Director of the National Park Service and now leads
a team of 10,000 employees and 14.0,000 volunteers
in pre serving 391 sites across America. Since she joined the
National Park Service, Director Bomar has held a variety
of leadership positions including the Regional Director of
the National Park Service Northeast Region, Supcriiitcnde nt of
Independence National Historical Park and Oklahoma City
National Memorial. State Coordinator for Oklahoma, and
Assistant Superintendent at San Antonio Missions
National Historical Park. Director Bomar oversees the
preservation of America's National Parks for current and
future visitors.

w . o r twelve years now, I've been visiting
National Parks beginning at Biscaync
National Park. My list includes:
Everglades, Yellowstone, Yosemite,
Biscayne, Sequoia and Kings Canyon,
Great Smoky Mountains, Cumberland
Gap, Channel Islands, Death Valley, Lewis
and Clark National Historic Trail and the
Bluo Ridge Parkway.
One of my unforgettable experiences was
backpacking in Great Smoky Mountains
National Park when a doe and Its fawn
came up to me and licked my hands and
face for a long time! I have also hiked
many miles in countless places including
Mount Kalahdin in Maine, the northern end
of the Appalachian Trail. I've experienced
many fun and interesting things in the
parks including fishing, swimming,
backpacking, white water rafting, rock
climbing and volunteering. My favorite
National Park Is Cumberland Gap where I
toured Gap Cave with my grandparents
and was impressed by the awe-inspiring
beauty deep inside the cavern and its
commanding darkness.
I think it is important to protect the
National Parks as they are full of beauty
that everyone may enjoy as well as some
of fhe last places where animals can roam
freely. As a Junior Rangor, I learned to love
the parks, learned how to care for them
and learned to share the experiences
inside the parks with othors, helping to
keep the parks an environment of fun for
ail - people and animals alike.

r
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PARK RAN8ERS IN THE NATIONAL PARK SERVICE HAVE SOME OF THE COOLEST JOBS YOU COULD 1MA81NE1
FROM FLY.N8 IN A HELICOPTER OVER BRAND CANYON NATIONAL PARK TO MONITORIN8 THE VOLCANOES IN
HAWAII VOLCANOES NATIONAL PARK. AMERICA'S NATIONAL PARK RAN8ERS DO IT ALL!
S B E §
S A N T O S m e n t o r , the
v o I c a noes in Hawaii Volcanoes National Park. He hikes
for miles over lava flows looking for red lava and marking
trails that have become hazardous. Greg's favorite part of
the job is having the opportunity to sec molten lava flow
down the mountainside, over the ground and into the sea.
R O B
D E F E v *
National Capita!
Region Chief Horticulturist, predicts when the National
Cherry Blossoms will bloom. The famous (loweringcherry
trees arc located around the Tidal Basin in Washington,
D.C. Before accepting his current position more than to years ago, Rob was a Peace Corps volunteer in Kenya,
and a horticulturist at the National Arboretum and the U.S. Botanic Garden.

DAyiL
U . '• A I XL works at Carlsbad Caverns
National Park as a Supervisory Physical Scientist, and is a
well-known cave specialist. He spends his days overseeing
cave exploration, research and restoration among other things.
While Dave loves working in the magnificent caves of Carlsbad
Caverns, sometimes he is forced to see caves in poor condition.
Luckily, he and his team work 011 identifying the problem
and finding ways to preserve these places for the future.

V* I
m j U w O L J i is the Helicopter Program Manager for Grand Canyon National
Park. His job includes everything from search and rescue to wildland fire response. Jay puts out
forest fires and sometimes even starts them In order
to keep the forest healthy, fires are necessary. Special
ping pong balls are dropped from the helicopter am!
ignite once they hit the forest floor. Before working
with the National Park Service, Jay spent his summers
lighting forestfiresacross the country.

LAURA 3TURT2 ^.thc
Sub-District Interpreter ar Cape HattcrasNational Seashore
educating visitors about the historical importance of the
Cape Hattcras Lighthouse. FOOT more than too years, the
lighthouse has warned sailors ofthe dangerous sandbars of
Diamond Shoals. Thisspotisalsoknownasthc'ajravryard
ofthe Atlantic" Tana and her team make sure the public is
aware of the importance die Cape Hattcras Lighthouse and
light-keepers have had on American history.

i=i
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T H A D D E U S KOSCIUSZKO
NATIONAL MONUMENT:
The smallest National Park in
America is the Thaddeus
Kosciuszko National Monument
in P h i l a d e l p h i a . T h a d d e u s
Kosciuszko first came to
America during the Revolutionary
War to help the colonies gain
independence from Great
Britain. He served in the
Continental Army as a Colonel
of Engineers. It was his job to
secure important areas around
Pennsylvania by ordering the
construction of forts and
military camps to protect the
soldiers and citizens of Pennyslvania. This National Monument
preserves the b e d c h a m b e r t h a t the w o u n d e d freedom
fighter spent most of his t i m e in o n c e he returned f r o m
war. He had frequent visitors including Thomas Jefferson
who proclaimed Thaddeus "as pure a son of liberty as I have
ever known."

ulOSHMite
taNALrta:
Joshua Tree National Park is home to California's state reptile,
the desert tortoise. This ancient species is estimated to be 15
million years old. In order to escape the heat of the desert, the
desert tortoise spends 95 percent of Its time underground.

Tho 60-foot granite memorial in Kitty Hawk, North Carolina
stands tall, marking the site of the first controlled powered
flight. Wilbur and Orville Wright are credited for the birth of the
aviation age. On a cold windy December day in 1903 the
Wright brothers decided to test their latest flying machine.
The 12-second flight went down in history as one of the many
accomplishments of the Wright Brothers.
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Despite the name, the "smoke" in Great Smoky Mountains
National Park isn't smoke, but a fog that comes from rain and
evaporation from trees. The high peaks of the Smokies average
85 inches of rainfall each year.

CRATER LAKE
NATIONAL lWlili:
At 1,943 feet deep, Crater Lake is the deepest lake in the
United States and the seventh deepest in the world. With no
Inlets or outlets to a larger body of water, the lake depends
solely on precipitation which averages 533 inches a year.

Fire Island National Seashore:

Glacier Bav
National Pa rk a
Preserve:
Glacier Bay National R
and Preserve in Alaska stoi
more freshwater than all the
worlds lakes, rivers, cjrrxndwater
and atmosphere combined
This large supply of freshwater
is frozen in the glaciers and
polar ice surrounding the area

The origin of "Fire Island" is unknown still to
this day. There are several hypotheses that
explain how the island received this name,
but no one knows for sure. One belief is that
hundreds of years ago, land-based pirates,
or "wreckers," would build fires to tempt
cargo ships to come onto shore.
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Every winter the park's
interior Is p a t r o l l e d by
r a n g e r s on d o g s l e d s . Healthy, e n t h u s i a s t i c and
obedient huskies pull the sled an a v e r a g e of 3,000
miles every year.

Rational historical
$arb anb J3r escrue:
Named after pirate and patriot, Jean Lafitte, Jean Lafitte
National Historical Park and Preserve encompasses the
French Quarter, the swamps of Barataria Preserve and the
Chalmette Battlefield.

State ofLiberty
Hdtloaal Monument-Ellis Islan±

Rocky mountain

National Park

" *• 1 >

The most notable characteristic of Rocky Mountain National Park
is its miles of Alpine Tundra, or "the land above the trees." This land
is accessible by the Trail Ridge Road, the highest road in any
National Park.

Almost half of A m e r i c a ' s
population can trace their ancestry
through the books in Ellis Island
Immigration Museum. Beginning
in 1892, Ellis Island processed
more than 12 million immigrants
until the station closed in 1954.
The Statue stands 305 feet, 1 inch
from the ground to the tip of the
flame. It is the equivalent height
of a 22-story building.
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Bandelier National Monument
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The White House Easter Egg Roll is a unique tradition that began
more than one hundred years ago. The event takes place the
Monday after Easter on the White House South Lawn. Although
many celebrities attend this event, the most popular guest is the
White House Easter Bunny. Each child attending the Egg Roll receives
a colorful wooden egg signed by the President and First Lady.

A publication of the National Park Service,
the National Park Foundation and Unilever,
a Proud Partner of America's National Park*.

Volume Three
Summer 1008

IPAGE l - PAGE 2 - PAGE 3 - PAGE 4 - PAGE 5 - PAGE 6 - PAGE 7 - PAGE 8 - PAGE 9 - PAGE 10 - PAGE 11 -

1

^

|

'•

•••««••••.••— .^m

1 —..-^i...

JUNIOR RAN3ER 8A2ETTE

• he National Park Foundation believes it is critical
that all children have the opportunity to
experience America through their National
Parks. Programs like Junior Rangers encourage kids to
explore the natural world around them, Ie3rn about the
history and diverse culture ofAmerica and protect these
special places for future generations.
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The National Parts America Tour is designed to provide National Parks with the much needed
manpower resources for important pixyccts while engaging communities in National Parks.
The National Parks America Tour hosts more than to events each war. To fmd out ifthere is
an event near you, check out the 1008 National Parks America Tour schedule.
For more information, visit the National Park Foundation website at

vvww.nationalparksamerica.com

To find out how you can help support
Junior Rangers visit; www.nationalparks.org

Unilever
Proud Partner of
America's National Parks
Unilever's mission is
to add Vitality to life.
We meet everyday
needs for nutrition,
hygiene, and personal
care with brands
that help people feel good, look
good, and get more out of life.
Unilever is proud to be the longeststanding corporate partner of the
National Park Foundation and a
Proud Partner of America's National
Parks - delivering sustainable
solutions to infrastructure needs,
educating youth about environmental
sustainability, and supporting
volunteer activities to protect the
Parks for future generations. At
Unilever, we believe we can do well
by doing good.

www.unileverusa.com

National Parks America Tour 2008
San Antonio Missions NHP

San Antonio, TX

March 8,2008

Saguaro National Park

Tucson, AZ

March 15,2008

Phoenix Mountain Preserve

Phoenix, AZ

April 5,2008

Joshua Tree National Park

Twentynine Palms, CA

April 12,2008

Boston National Historical Park

Boston, MA

April 19,2008

Golden Gate NRA

San Francisco, CA

May 3.2008

Statue of Liberty NM - Ellis Island

New York, NY

May 17,2008

Cabrillo National Monument

San Diego, CA

June 7,2008

Yosemite National Park

Yosemite, CA

June 7,2008

Catoctin Mountain Park

Thurmont. MD

June 14,2008

Gulf Islands National Seashore

Gulf Breeze, FL

September 20,2008

Gulf Islands National Seashore

Ocean Springs, MS

September 20,2008

Chattahoochee River NRA

Atlanta, GA

September 20,2008

Fort McHenry NM & HS

Baltimore. MD

September 27,2008

Shenandoah National Park

Luray, VA

September 27,2008

Indiana Dunes National Lakeshore

Porter, IN

October 11.2008

Padre Island National Seashore

Corpus Christ!, TX

October 18.2008

Gateway National Recreation Area

Sandy Hook, NJ

October 25.2008

Blscayne National Park

Homestead, FL

November 1,2008

Lake Mead National Recreation Area

Boulder City, NV

November 8,2008

Pea Ridge National Military Park

Garfield, AR

November 8,2008

