United States Department of the Interior

NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
YELLOWSTONE NATIONAL PARK
WYOMING 82190

IN REPLY REFER TO:

KI8 (YELL)
September 19, 1990

Dear Educator,

Because of your previous interest in Yellowstone and the topic of wildland fire, I'm very pleased
to send you a new educational package published recently by the National Park Service.

Enclosed is a copy of a teachers unit on fire ecology entitled "Getting to Know Wildland Fire.”
The fire ecology package comes in two parts: a color poster developed in cooperation with the
Region 1 office of the U.S. Forest Service and a 32-page activity guide developed by the
interpretive staff of Yellowstone. Several of the activities in the activity guide are designed to be
used in conjunction with the poster. These materials were developed for elementary school
teachers in response to the intense interest generated by the 1988 Yellowstone fires.

This summer's wildfires in Yosemite have demonstrated that materials such as these will continue
to be in demand as prolonged drought in the West makes the likelihood of future wildfires almost a
certainty.

I hope you will share these materials with other educators and colleagues who have an interest in
environmental education. Though developed specifically for the northern Rockies, the activities
can be easily adapted to many parts of the country.

Comments on the materials themselves and requests for additional copies should be directed to:

Chief of Interpretation

National Park Service

P.O. Box 168

Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming 82190
ATTN: Fire Ecology Unit

Should you have questions, please phone 307-344-7381, extension 2338 or 2255.

Sincerely,

-
5
—

/ .
/// (15 /)
il llce -
Robert D. Barbee
Superintendent
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Getting to Know Wildland Fire
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A Teacher's Guide to Fire Ecology in the Northern Rocky Mountains

A School Outreach Project of the National Park Service and the U.S. Forest Service

Written by Ellen Petrick-Underwood
Edited by Joe Zarki
[llustrated by Ellen Meloy






