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September 19, 1990 

Dear Educator, 

Because of your previous interest in Yellowstone and the topic of wildland fire. I'm very pleased 
to send you a new educational package published recently by the National Park Service. 

Enclosed is a copy of a teachers unit on fire ecology entitled "Getting to Know Wildland Fire." 
The fire ecology package comes in two parts: a color poster developed in cooperation with the 
Region 1 office of the U.S. Forest Service and a 32-page activity guide developed by the 
interpretive staff of Yellowstone. Several of the activities in the activity guide are designed to be 
used in conjunction with the poster. These materials were developed for elementary school 
teachers in response to the intense interest generated by the 1988 Yellowstone fires. 

This summer's wildfires in Yosemite have demonstrated that materials such as these will continue 
to be in demand as prolonged drought in the West makes the likelihood of future wildfires almost a 
certainty. 

I hope you will share these materials with other educators and colleagues who have an interest in 
environmental education. Though developed specifically for the northern Rockies, the activities 
can be easily adapted to many parts of the country. 

Comments on the materials themselves and requests for additional copies should be directed to: 

Chief of Interpretation 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 168 
Yellowstone National Park, Wyoming 82190 
ATTN: Fire Ecology Unit 

Should you have questions, please phone 307-344-7381, extension 2338 or 2255. 

Sincerely, 

Robert D. Barbee 
Superintendent 

Enclosure 

IN REF'LY RF.KER TO: 



Getting to Know Wildland Fire 

A Teacher's Guide to Fire Ecology in the Nor thern Rocky Mountains 

A School Outreach Project of the National Park Service and the U.S. Forest Service 

Written by Ellen Petrick-Underwood 
Edited by Joe Zarki 

Illustrated by Ellen Meloy 



2 Getting to Know Wildland Fire 

INTRODUCTION 

The summer of 1988 introduced all of us to a seemingly new kind of forest fire. Whether we viewed 
the flames from our living rooms via the evening news, or from our front porches, we watched in 
awe - an awe that was for many tempered with fear, sorrow, and anger. The fact that few could 
remember such large scale burning made it difficult for us to comprehend what was happening and 
what would follow. Today, most people realize that Yellowstone and other locations that burned in 
1988 were not destroyed, and we are told that fires of this magnitude may burn within the region 
every 300-400 years. The fact that this happened in our lifetime provides us with the unique oppor
tunity to observe and study, first hand, the effects of a powerful force which has been shaping the 
North American wilderness for as long as there has been vegetation to burn. 

These activities were prepared as part of the Expedition-.Yellowstone! school outreach program con
nected with the National Park Service's Division of Interpretation at Yellowstone National Park. 
They were also designed with a more general educational audience in mind and are suitable for use 
by almost any teacher, especially those within field-trip distance of a forested area that has burned 
in recent years. Hopefully, the materials will provide fuel for the natural spark of curiosity which we 
all harbor for things dramatic, unpredicatable, and unstoppable. May this curiosity lead to a deeper 
understanding of the nature of fire and may this insight be applied in the wise stewardship of pub
licly owned wildlands, particularly those in our national parks. 
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HOW TO USE THESE MATERIALS 

Many of the activities in this package are suitable for any teacher and can be done in any educa
tional setting. Others are more appropriate for teachers in those areas of the country with access to 
national forests, national parks, or other locations having forested public lands. They are especially 
suited for teachers using the Expedition-.Yellowstone! environmental education curriculum by Jack de 
Golia and Joe Zarki. Expedition-.Yellowstone! is a 260-page workbook of activities targeted to school 
children in grades 4-6. It is designed to be used as either part of a school trip to Yellowstone or for 
in-class study. Teachers wanting more information about Expedition-.Yellowstone! can obtain it by 
writing to "Expedition-.Yellowstone'. Program Coordinator" at the address given below. 


