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PURITAN (U.S. Registry 1150898)
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CATEGORY
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—OBJECT
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—BOTH
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—GOVERNMENT —SCIENTIFIC 
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—MILITARY X-OTHER$pOrt SCUBA
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REGIONAL HEADQUARTERS: (If applicable)

NFS Midwest Regional Office
STREET & NUMBER

1709 Jackson Street
CITY. TOWN
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STATE

Nebraska 68102
LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
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Illinois
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TITLE

None (see note)
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-^FEDERAL  STATE  COUNTY  LOCAL

DEPOSITORY FOR 
SURVEY RECORDS

CITY. TOWN STATE

NOTE: The Shipwreck location is known as a refill I uf infuhiial bear-dies by u»r Ivaie
individuals and/or by common knowledge of Isle Royale park staff and 
inhabitants. No systematic surveys have been conducted. "
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_GOOD —RUINS —ALTERED —MOVED DATE.

—FAIR _UNEXPOSED

Original Description

George M. Cox was built in 1901 in Toledo, Ohio, at the Craig 
Shipbuilding Company. Hull number 82 was originally consigned to 
the Holland and Chicago Steamship Company, however, the vessel was 
purchased by Graham and Morton Transportation Company, named 
Puritan and given U.S. registry number 150898. Based out of 
Chicago and used primarily in the excursion trade on Lake 
Michigan, the vessel was 233-feet long, 40-feet wide, and 
2.1,9-feet deep with a gross tonnage of 1,547.

From keel to rail she was constructed of steel. The main and 
promenade decks were also of steel, the only wooden construction 
on the ship was her cabins. Side loading hatches facilitated 
loading of passenger luggage and miscellaneous package freight. 
The horseshoe shaped pilothouse sat well forward on the Texas 
deck, with some crew and officers quarters immediately aft. Her 
single smoke stack sat amidships with ten life boats ringing the 
aft deck. Puritan was powered by a triple expansion steam engine 
(21", 34", 58" diameter cylinders x 40" stroke) capable of 1,700 
hp. Four scotch boilers 10-feet 8-inches long and 10-feet in 
diameter completed her power plant. The Chicago Shipbuilding 
Company of Toledo built both the engine and boilers for Puritan. 
Although she was equipped with two masts, one fore and one mizzen, 
which were used to rig running lights. ... . .

As Pur.lfcan. t the vessel was painted black with white cabins. In 
1908 she was lengthened by 36-feet bringing her overall length to 
269-feet and her gross tonnage up to 1762. She continued expanded 
passenger service until April, 1918, when the vessel was 
transferred from Graham and Morton to the U.S. Navy for use as a 
troop transport and training vessel and as a minelayer in the 
North Sea. Just over a year later, in September, 1919, she was 
sold to the Chicago, Racine and Milwaukee Line, a subsidiary of 
the Wisconsin Transportation Company. For the next several years 
the vessel remained in the same hands eventually being sold again 
to the Northern Michigan Transportation Company, which became the 
Michigan Transit Company as a result of a name change.

In late 1932, she was purchased by the Duke Transportation Company 
of New Orleans, a holding company, which retained ownership until 
formation of the Isle Royale Transit Company in May, 1933.
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George M. Cox, the owner of the company decided to totally refit 
and modernize the old Puritan adding an entirely new deck of 
passenger accommodations atop the existing cabin deck, bringing 
her passenger capacity up to 400 plus 120 officers and crew. The 
modifications were completed in 1933, at Manistee, Michigan, at a 
cost of $80,000. The vessel was repainted with a white hull, 
cabins and a black stack and renamed George M. Cox after the new 
owner. The boat was considered a luxury liner and according to 
accounts of the period was the last word in comfort, luxury and 
service. It was on her maiden voyage as Cox and her first trip on 
Lake Superior, that the vessel was lost near Rock of Ages reef on 
May 27, 1933; she was valued at $200,000.

Present D esc rip t i o n

:e M. Cox lies broken and scattere<

^^_____________ _ lere is no 
imoer presently assigned to this vessel either by the Park or the 

State of Michigan.

and nearly duplicates the original wreckage field in length 
running back toward the bow.

Large pieces of steel plate, with frames attached, from the hull 
side, piping, wire rope, anchor chain and winch, the bow anchor, a 
portion of the forecastle, a large section of bottom hull broken 
aft of the chain locker, an elevator cable drum, pieces of 
pottery, and numberous other items are present in the upper area.

The stern wreckage is 164 feet from and roughly perpendicular to 
the bow section. The top of the steam drums, still in place on 
each of the vessel r s four boilers,
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Boiler room plating, breeching, funnel plating and saddles are 
present. A 150-foot intact section of the stern from the fantail 
to just forward of the aft cargo gangway is resting behind the 
boilers on the same slope with its starboard side up. The section 
is split oper^iJjosin^^50-foo^portio^o^th^ropeller shaft to

lies in piac^?r!de^Thi^majo^piec^ofwreckageT Large portions 
of the starboard hull are intact up to the level of the main deck. 
The vessel f s mast, articulated with its mast step, the rudder, 
wooden cabin structure, from the cabin deck staterooms, 
ventilators, stack, coal grates still in place, luggage carts and 
numerous other pieces of wreckage are lying aoViacent to the stern 
hull and boilers. The stern wreckage field

Post-depositionaj. Impacts; At the time of her loss a large hole 
was punched in the hull, causing the stern to settle quickly in 
deep water. Much of the miscellaneous light cargo and personal 
belongings of the crew and passengers were retrieved shortly 
following the stranding. Abandoned to underwriters and salvagers, 
Cox was visited in July, 1933, by the salvage tug Strathmor.e and 
barge Strathbuov which removed all retrievable machinery, 
equipment, furnishings and fixtures from the vessel. It was 
reported that the vessel became a source of scrap metal for nearly 
a year for Isle Royale and Northshore fishermen who removed nearly 
all of the remaining ships fittings. Storms eventually broke the 
ship into two sections, the bow on one side of the reef and the 
stern, from just forward of the boilers, on the other side.

The site has been regularly visited by sport divers and it is 
reasonable to assume that numerous smaller items have been removed 
or moved from their original locations. £eorge_J!L_CpjL is the 
second (of ten) most visited site at Isle Royale National Park 
(Stinson 1980:15). The site was visited briefly for evaluative 
purposes by Submerged Cultural Resources Unit personnel in 1980
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and again in 1982. In June, 1983, Unit personnel spent 10 days 
gathering information for a comprehensive planemetric site map and 
to photograph major wreck features.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Signifiesn c e_ J^umma r y

George M. Cox (1901-1933) was a steel screw passenger vessel used 
in the excursion run between Chicago and the upper lakes. The 
vessel is significant because: 1) it was used in an economic and 
trade activity which flourished for a limited time on the Great 
Lakes and of which Cox is a representative example of the later 
class of steel passenger vessels; 2) it is part of the continuum 
of passenger vessel design and construction represented within 
both the Isle Royale assemblage and the total shipwreck population 
in Lake Superior; 3) it is the only known remaining example of a 
steel passenger vessel of her size and class available for study 
in Lake Superior; and 4) due to the events surrounding her loss 
and the largest mass rescue ever recorded in Lake Superior 
history.

Supporting Data

G.eprg.e. M,f . Cox is significant because it was used in an economic 
and trade activity which flourished for a limited time on the 
Great Lakes and of which she was a representative example of the 
later class of steel passenger vessels. Beginning with westward 
expansion into the lower lakes in the 1830s and eventual opening 
of connecting canals to Lake Superior after 1855, passenger 
service began to grow. Passenger service flourished between 1885 
and 1910, however, the opening of the northshore highway in 1910, 
expanded rail service and the depression all impacted passenger 
trade on the lakes and by the mid-1930s it had come to a near 
halt. Cox (Puritan,) was built at the height of the passenger 
vessel trade and was designed with that use specifically in mind. 
The successful operation of the vessel was tied directly to the 
excursion passenger business, package freight being only a 
supplemental source of revenue. Even before her loss in 1933, the 
vessel was placed in "mothballs" for nearly two years (1930-31) at 
Manistee, Michigan, due to the depressed passenger service 
business. The vessel was refitted in hopes of showing a sizeable
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profit as a floating hotel transporting visitors to the Century of 
Progress World's Fair Exposition in Chicago. The loss of Cox 
coupled with an extremely poor season's showing from her sister 
ship, as a result of the depressed passenger trade, put the Isle 
Royale Transit Company on a shakey financial footing. Cox's 
sister ship Isle Royale was put out of commission at the end of 
the '33 season. At the time of her loss, George M. Cox had nearly 
outlived her utility in the market for which she~was best suited.

Formerly named Puritan (1901-1933), George_Mjr_Cox. is the most 
recent of the three passenger vessels at Isle Royale which 
includes Cumberland, a wooden side paddlewheeler built in 1871, 
Alg.orna, the first steel hulled screw steamer on the lakes, built 
in 1883, and the modern screw steamer Cox, built in 1901. When 
viewed as representative examples of the continuum of passenger 
vessel development, these three vessels are particularly 
significant. Passenger vessel developmental construction 
techniques and the development of steam technology are well 
represented by these vessels. The all wooden Cumberland, a side 
paddlewheeler, is a classic example of the earliest^type of 
passenger steamer used on the lakes. Paddlewheelers were 
eventually supplanted as the primary means of passenger transport 
with the appearance of the single screw, iron and later steel 
passenger vessel. The first single screw vessels appeared on the 
Great Lakes in the mid-l840s, followed by iron vessels in the 
early 1860s and steel in 1883 (Ericson 1968:6). Algoma is a 
representative example of the early steel passenger vessel, and 
indeed was the first to appear on the Great Lakes. At this time 
sail was still used regularly to supplement the vessel's steam 
propulsion. In the intervening 18 years between Al&oma' s 
launching and Cox,'s construction, the use of steel for hull 
construction became commonplace; the first U.S. manufactured steel 
vessel having appeared in 1886.

Along with the development of hull construction techniques, rapid 
advances in steam technology also occurred between 1871 and 1901. 
The wooden Cumberland was equipped with a single cylinder, 
vertical "walking" beam engine and a firebox boiler. Al£Qma's
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propulsion machinery, consisted of a fore and aft compound engine 
(double expansion, i.e., two cylinder) and twin scotch boilers, 
the next steps in steam boiler and engine evolution. The "modern" 
Cox was equipped with a triple expansion (three cylinder) steam 
engine and four scotch boilers. This engine and boiler 
configuration remained a standard until the introduction of the 
trend-setting turbine-powered coal engine in 1938 (Ericson 1968: 
6-8).

These three vessels, the only primarily passenger vessels in the 
Isle Royale assemblage, provide an excellent representation of the 
evolution of steam passenger vessels on the Great Lakes between 
1871 and 1901. Continued study of the Cox and the other two 
vessels is likely to yield significant data on the development of 
Great Lakes passenger vessels.

e^M^Cox is significant because it is the only known 
remaining example of a steel passenger vessel of her size and 
class (1,267 NT) available for study in Lake Superior (Heden 
1966:69-80). There are eight known steamers sunk in Lake Superior 
which are within the 1,250-1,500 net tons range; of these, three 
are wooden bulk freighters, two are wooden passenger/package 
freighters, one is a steel bulk carrier, one a steel canaller, and 
only one is a steel passenger vessel, .George M. Cox .

Description of _ Lo s s_ -_ J h e_ W r e c k_ Ey e n t

Cox has a significant place in the history of Lake Superior 
shipping due to the events surrounding her loss and the rescue of 
her passengers and crew on May 27, 1933. The vessel departed 
Manistee, Michigan on Tuesday, May 23, on her maiden voyage as the 
£ox.. She arrived at Chicago on Wednesday the 24th and left port 
later that same day. After making several interim stops the 
vessel left Houghton, Michigan on Saturday, May 27, 1933, bound 
for Fort William (now Thunder Bay), Ontario. Throughout the 
voyage the compass was routinely checked on the various courses 
and found to be correct. The chart course (standard shipping
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The weather remained clear until the vessel __^^_____^__ 
when a fog bank closed in, reducing visibility to"'approximate. 
1/4 mile. Captain Johnson stated during the board of inquiry 
following the accident that at approximately 6:10 pm, "Discovering 
that we were near abreast of the light, owing to a greater speed 
than 1 had anticipated, we received an alarm signal '

(Daily Mining Gazette, 5-30-33). The vessel 
starboard and steered west for 8 minutes"

). At 6;18 pro, feeling they were at

__ _ ie Cox was travelling at such a high rate of speed 
that nearly half of the vessel was pushed out of the water forcing 
her to list 45 to port and the stern to quickly sink.

When the Cox struck the reef a large hole was torn in her hull and 
it was reported that the impact ripped the boilers and engine from 
their mounts. Due to the severe list only the port lifeboats 
could be lowered. All of the passengers and crew boarded the 
lifeboats without incident and were towed to the lighthouse by the 
keeper's motor launch. By 7:30 pm all 121 people on board were 
off the steamer and transported to the lighthouse. The rescue of 
the 89 crew members and 32 passengers from Cox became the largest 
mass rescue recorded in Lake Superior history.
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