History of an Ancient and Remote Wilderness Archipelago: “a great island national park”
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Approximately 4000 BP when the dry period of the mid-Holocene waned, a typical boreal-mixed
forest type established itself in the northeastern portion of the island; however, in the
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U.S. property in 1783 and in border dispute for
the city of Toledo, Michigan relinquished to Ohio
In exchange for the northwestern portion of the
upper peninsula and Isle Royale.

seems the most dramatic human influences to the island’s forests have occurred in the past 150
years. Miners looking for copper veins and in need of local natural resources logged and burned.
Logging companies built extensive road systems to support their operations and more recently,

fires burned nearly 20% of the island’s forest.
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« encompasses the surrounding waters out to
4.5 miles and all islands within the archipelago.

* has 99% of its landmass as federally
designated Wilderness.

* has the longest average length of stay and

Beneath the forest canopy and along the rocky shorelines, the plant composition is quite diverse.
There are roughly 60 state-listed endangered, threatened or species of concern. The greatest
botanical value lies in the 21 disjunct alpine and arctic species and 12 species whose ranges are
centered in the Western U.S., as well as, Isle Royale’s only endemic species, the Isle Royale

ragwort (Packera insulae regalis).
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Anclent and Still Emerging from Lake Superior: 27
There are two major geologic events important to Isle Royale’s billion year old geologic history
preceding the islands emergence from Lake Superior: Ecological Communities
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At a rate of about 1 inch per century, Isle Royale is rising from the waters of Lake Superior due ; : OMlise a3 o
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weight of glacial ice sheets during a glaciated period.

Data From USGS/NPS Vegetation Mapping Program.



