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National Park Service Japanese American Confinement Sites Grant Program Fulfilling 
Congressional Mission to Preserve and Interpret World War II Incarceration History 

By Michael Whiteman-Jones, Guest Writer/Editor 

If you want to understand the Japanese American Confinement Sites 
(JACS) Grant Program more fully, you have to travel back in time a 
decade to the fall of 2007. 

That was when the National Park Service (NPS) contacted more 
than 12,000 people and organizations for written feedback on the 
new grant program and also held 22 public listening sessions in 19 
cities spanning the country. They included two national meetings 
at the National Center for the Preservation of Democracy in Los 
Angeles, California, as well as local meetings in cities as diverse as 
Washington, D.C.; Dumas, Arkansas; and Honolulu, Hawaii. 

NPS staff heard from more than 1,000 people, whose feedback was 
insightful, wide-ranging, and passionate. 

Preserving Stories a Priority 

Many of those who responded stressed the critical importance 
of collecting and preserving the stories of the elderly Japanese 
Americans who were wrongly imprisoned during World War II. 
It was early 1942 when President Franklin D. Roosevelt issued 
Executive Order 9066 forcing nearly 120,000 men, women, and 
children of Japanese ancestry to be taken from their homes and sent 
to incarceration sites around the country. The majority of incarcerees 
were United States (US) citizens who stayed in this country after the 
war. Many of the oldest survivors had died by the start of the new 
millennium; however, those remaining could lose their memories or 
pass away before their stories were shared. 

Other respondents believed important artifacts such as writings, 
paintings, and other artwork created by former incarcerees needed 
curation and conservancy. Some even expressed interest in saving 
what was left of the incarceration sites themselves. 

As one person put it, ".. .the heart of the internment is the camps 
themselves, the hallowed places, remote as they are. When people 
visit the site, they feel the onus of the incarceration. It emanates from 
the soil, the temperature whether hot or cold, the desolation, and they 
know the injustice of internment." 

The overarching sentiment expressed by many was even more 
profound. They hoped that by preserving the stories of Japanese 
American incarceration—some uplifting, many tragic—educators 
could show how events experienced in the past are still relevant today 
and use them to teach all Americans how to prevent repeating such 
civil rights abuses. "I feel strongly that this project.. .should strive to 
encourage in the public their responsibility to try to prevent this type 
of violation of civil and human rights, which undermines the very 
foundations of a democratic society," said one commenter. 
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