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INTROOTCTIOH

The period January 13-U wo opent by the writer In an inveatlg-
ation oT the Joabua Tree Rational Uonuasnt while en route to Death
Valley KatlorvfLl Uonuaent. Thie Inepeotlon had long aeoaed advisable
in view or oimerouo probloas in oonneotion with this national aonuaent
whioh have arisen in the Regional Office. A letter of Septaaber ̂
froa a Edmmd B. Jaeger of Riverside, California, to the Biolog
ical Survey suggoffttafa rointroductlon of antelope into the Joshua
Treo National llonuaent was referred by the Washington Office of the
Wildlife Section to the Biologlat, and this request for Infomation
served to eaphaslae the need for an inspeotion.

Prior to afcaking thi.s trip, the writer conferred with Supertntend-
ent Slerriaa «Jii with Junior Park Naturalist James E, Cole of Tosaalte
National Park, Tne treoondoruo difficulties which at present beset auy
attempt at administration or protection of the area, and the inmdvi'e-
ability of takiug active steps toward the reintroduction of antelope
now, were brought out by the Tosemite staff. The assistance of Mr,
Colo in outlining an itinerary of Inapeotion is deeply appreciated.
The writer also found exceedingly useful Sir. cole*s "Report on Jleld
Inspection Trip of Superintendent Lawrence C. tferriaa and Junior
Park Naturalist James E. Cole of Joshua Tree National Monument^ April
U and 15, 1938."

QENERAL DESCRIPTION OF THE ARIIA

In view of the excellence and ooBpleteneas of the above mentioned
report by Nr. Cole, It eeems unnecessary to duplicate here any ertene-
ive description of the topography, water sources or vegetation of the
monument. Tbe Joshua Tree National Monument lies in tho Moj are Desert
and partakes of tho high elevation, sparse vegetation and relative
scarcity of water which typifies the latter.








