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INTRODUCTION

The period January 13-l was spent by the writer in an lnvestig-
ation of the Joshua Tree National Monument while em route to Death
Valley Natlonxl Monument, This inspection had long sesmed advisable
in view of numerous problems in conneotion with this pational msonument
which have arisen in the Reglonal Office. A letter of September 20
from & Mr. Edmund B. Jaeger of Riverside, California, to the Blolog-
10al Survey suggestinga reintroduction of antelope into the Joshua
Treo National Monument was referred by the Washington Offlce of the
Wildlife Section to tie Biologlst, and this request for information
gerved to emphasise the need for an inspection.

Prior to making this trip, the writer conferred with Supsrintend-
ent Merriam and with Junlor Park Naturalist James E. Cole of Yosemite
National Park, Tae tremendous difficultiss which at present beset any
attempt at administration or protection of the area, and the inadvis~
ability of taking active steps toward the reintroduction of antelope
now, were brought out by the Yosemite staff, The assistance of Mr,
Cole in outlining an itinerary of inspection is deeply appreciated,
The writer also found exsceedingly useful Mr, Cole!s "Report on Fleld
Inspeotion Trip of Superintendent Lawrence C, Merriam and Junior
Park Naturalist James E, Cole of Joshua Tree National Monument, April

14 and 15, 1938."
GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF TIE ARE4

In view of the excellence and complaeteness of the above mentioned
report by Mr, Cole, it seems unnecessary to duplicate here any sxtens-
ive description of the topography, water sources or vegetation of the
monument, The Joshua Tree Natlonal Monument lies in the Mojave Desext
and partakes of the high elevation, sparse vegetation and relative
scarcity of water which typifies the latter.




The mormrument is dlvisible roughly into an eastsrn and a western
half, The eastsrn portion compriuca the Pints Bacin which 18 an
enormous, broad, very gently sloping and somewhat monotonous desert
wash (Fig, 1) flanked on tho north by the rugged Plnto Mountains and
on the south by the almost equally precipltrus Hexla and Fagle Mount-

ains,

Fig. 1. View of the Pinto Baasin looking eastward from near
the Golden Bee Minejy Hoxle Mowntains, vislble at
the extreme right.

Creosote Bush 1s tha dominant shrub, Catclaw and the Smoke Tree
ocour in little Mgroves" along certain of the cross washes where there
is a little underground water., WNear the woztern end of this basin is
an extensive garden of the picturesque caatus Quuntis bigelovii (Mig. 2).
Fhotever ultimate boundary revisions are made, {t would seem important
to include thin cactus garden withln Lhe monument.




fig., 2. Part of the impense garden of Opuntia
near the western end of the Pinto Basin, This

solentifically interesting and picturesque display de-
serves to be retained within the future monument bound-

aries,

The western portion of the monument averages soms 2,000 feet
higher than the Pinto Basin and is strikingly different from the
standpoint of scenery, vegetation and no doubt also as regards
potential recreation. It is this western portion which contains
the Joshua trees (Fig., 3). In addition to the Joshua trees there
are scattered among these great plctureasque rocks the Spanish
Dagger (Jugca mohavengis), the California Juniper, Palo Verde,
Burro Fat, Ocotillo, Desert Ironwood, and an undetermined species
of oak, Intermingled with these are extensive olumps of native
grass (Fig. 4) and the whole comprises whal once zust have been

good antelope range.







