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"A man could be a lover and defender of wilderness without
ever in his lifetime leaving the boundaries of asphalt,
powerlines, and right-angled surfaces. We need wilderness
whether or not we ever set foot in it. We need a refuge even
though we may never need go there. We need the possibility
of escape as surely as we need hope. . . ."

Edward Abbey, Desert Solitaire

WILDERNESS
Over 558,000 acres of Mojave
and Colorado Desert lands are
protected in Joshua Tree
National Monument, and almost
a half-million acres of that
is wilderness. Designated by
Congress, wilderness areas are
set aside to remain forever

wild and undeveloped, where
"man himself is a visitor who
does not remain." It is your
responsibility to know and
abide by the park regulations
that have been established
both for your safety and for
the preserving the integrity

of wilderness areas. If you're
in doubt, ask a ranger. By
following the guidelines
below, your venture into
Joshua Tree's backcountry
should be both safe and
enjoyable.

SAFETY TIPS •CARRY A MINIMUM OF ONE GALLON
OF DRINKING WATER PER PERSON,
PER DAY. Carry two gallons or
more in hot weather, more for
cooking and washing.

'WATCH THE WEATHER. Flash
floods are common. Temperature'
drops of 40 degrees in a 24
hour period are common in the
desert.

'DRESS FOR THE DESERT. Wear a
hat, sun-glasses, sturdy, non-
slip boots or shoes, and use
sunblock liberally.

•CARRY A TOPOGRAPHIC MAP AND
COMPASS, A FLASHLIGHT, FIRST
AID KIT, AND EXTRA FOOD. Do
not use freeze dried foods
unless you plan to carry extra
water for cooking.

'DO NOT ATTEMPT TO CLIMB CLIFFS
WITHOUT ADEQUATE EQUIPMENT AND
TRAINING.




