
RESPONSIBLE CLIMBING

Commit to "leave no trace" during your stay at

Joshua Tree. Pick up trash around camp
grounds and cliffs. Your actions will inspire other
park visitors.

Whether on the cliffs or in a parking lot such as
Hidden Valley, maintain a low profile. Others
have the same right to undisturbed enjoyment of
the park as you do.

Use existing trails whenever possible and be
careful of fragile desert vegetation. The base of
Echo Rock is an example of serious plant
damage.

Before placing bolts, think carefully about the
route's validity. Joshua Tree has a lot of top rope
routes: many are worth climbing, but not worth
bolting. If in doubt, show your proposed route to
others and get their opinion before drilling. Bolts
mar, some would say deform, the natural
features of rock faces.

Retreat/rappel slings and bolt hangers are
intrusions on the natural landscape and should
not be visible. Chains and natural colored

webbing help camouflage rappel stations.

ALERT As of February 1, 1993, no new bolts,
or replacement of existing bolts, will be
permitted within congressionally designated
wilderness areas of Joshua Tree National

Park. This restriction will remain in effect until

scheduled studies are completed and the
issue is re-examined in the proposed
wilderness management plan.

CLIMBING SAFETY

Wear a helmet.

Climb with a partner.

Know your equipment and how it works.

Don't ciimb above your abiiity and training.

Always take adequate water with you.

WARNING The National Park Service

does not maintain routes or anchors. All

fixed protection found in place should be
considered potentially unsafe. Use of
existing boits is not recommended.

EMERGENCY NUMBERS

Park Dispatch (909) 383-5651
(24 Hours — call collect)

or call 911

FOR MORE INFORMATION

Joshua Tree National Park

74485 National Park Dr.

Twentynine Palms, OA 92277
(619) 367-7511

CLIMBING IN JOSHUA TREE

NATIONAL PARK

Joshua Tree National Park is one of the most

popular rock climbing areas in the world. More
than 4,500 established climbs offering a wide
range of difficulty are located within the park's
794,993 acres. Over one million people visit
Joshua Tree each year, many of them rock
climbers.

The National Park Service mission requires park
managers to provide for the enjoyment of the
park by today's visitor while conserving and
protecting park resources for future generations.
Dramatic increases in visitation, coupled with
decreased staffing, burden an aiready difficult,
sometimes contradictory, task. Park managers

are concerned about trash, soil erosion,
vegetation damage, human waste disposal,
natural and cultural resource protection, and
overcrowding—as well as the quality of each
visitor's experience.

This brochure is devoted to what you, as a
climber, can do to help preserve your enjoyment
of this unique recreational resource. Help
protect the American treasure we call Joshua
Tree National Park.




