
CACTI 
Well adapted for surviving in harsh, dry climates, over 
a dozen varieties of cacti can be seen in the Mojave 
and Colorado deserts. Cacti frequent well drained, 
rocky slopes. They are capable of storing moisture 
from infrequent desert rains and prevent wa ter loss by 
shading their stems with abtmdant spines, which also 
discourage rodents and other animals from feeding on 
the plants. Two excellent areas to visit are the Cholla 
Cactus Garden where the Jumping Cholla and Calico 
Cactus are abundant, and the Queen Valley dirt roads 
where Mojave Mound Cactus, Dead Cactus, and 
Grizzly-bear Cactus may be fmmd . 

1. BARREL CACTUS, Ferocactus cyli11rlmce11s /enllllt'I . l<o ~L l\l· ll 

dra ined hillsides . Location: 49 Pa lms. 

2. BEA VERT AIL, Opuntia basilnris. Alluvial fa ns and dry slor c~. 
Location: WC, PB. 

3. MO]A VE MOU ID CACTUS, Ec/1i1wcere11s trigloc/1irlint11s. 
Open flats and high valleys. Loca tion: QV. 

4. CALlCO CACTUS, Echinocereus enge/111n11nii. Rocky, well 
drained hillsides. Location: LH, QV, PB. 

5. FOXTAIL CACTUS, Escolmria vivipnra nlversonii. Rocky 
hillsides. Loca tion: QV, WC, LH. 
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JO, I IUA TREE, Yucca brevifolia with GOLDE 
U11r///tlt11s 1111re11 s. Open flats and high valleys of the 
Mojave Desert. Lorntion: QV, LH, CF. 

6. DEAD (DEVIL'S) CACTUS, Op1111ti11 pnrisltii. Open, dry fl ats in 
high valleys. Location: QV 

7. GRIZZLY-BEAR (OLD-MAN) CACTUS, Op1111tin erinacea var. 
eri1111cen (var. ursi11a, Munz) . Open dry flats. Loca tion: QV. 

8. JUMPING (TEDDY-BEAR) CJ-JOLLA, Opunlin bigelovii. Well 
drained, gravelly slopes. Location: PB. 
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Key to abbreviations for locn tions: 
CF Covington Flats 
CW Cottonwood 
IC Indian Cove 
LH Lost Horse Valley 
NE North Entrance 
PB Pinto Basin 
QV Queen Valley 
WC Wilson Canyon 

9. MOJAVE PRICKLY PEAR, Opw1ti11 phne11cn11thn (0. n10jnve11sis, 
Munz). Rocky slopes and hillsides. Location: LH, QV. 

10. PENCIL (DIAMO :D) CHOLLA, Opuntia rnmosissimn. Dry 
fla ts and slopes parkwide. Location: IC, QV, LH, PB. 

11. SILVER (GOLDEN) CHOLLA, Op1111ti11 ec/1inocnrpn. Dry flats 
and slopes parkwide. Location: IC, LH, PB, QV. 
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TREES AND SHRUBS 
Stand ing in a typica l section of Mojave Desert, the 
plant one is likely to notice first is the Joshua Tree. 
Joshua Trees ar found in the higher elevations of th · 
park, where annual rainfall may be six to eight in h ' 
a yea r, as compared to the lower deserts where th re' 

or four inches is average. Here freezing temperatures 
are conunon during the win ter months so this tree is 
adapted to both heat and cold. Most desert trees and 
shrubs have adaptive characteristics for surviving in 
thi climate. Small leaves lose less moisture; some 
leaves are covered with fine hairs to prevent moisture 
loss. The Palo Verde and the Desert Senna are almost 
leafless, but are able to carry on photosynthesis in 
thciT terns. 

12. MOJAVE YUCCA, Yucca sc/1idigern. Parkwidc on al lu1 i,1 1 1 .1 11 ~, 

fl .its, and hillsides. Loca tion: QV, LH, PB, IC, NE. 

13. PARRY'S NOLINA, Noli11n pnrryi. Rocky hillsides and rock 
piles. Location: QV, LH. 

14. OCOTILLO, Fo11quierin splendens. Well drained alluvial fans 
and gravelly slopes of Colorado Desert. Location: PB, CW. 

15. BRlTTLEBUSH, E11celin fnri11osn. Rocky hillsides and gravelly 
slopes. Location: PB, CW. 

16. DESERT SEN A, Se11 11a 11r111nt 11. Gral'cily slopes and rocky 
ll,1t . Location: PB, NE. 

17. DESE RT MALLOW, Sphnemlccn 11111big1111. Open flJts and 
gravelly slopes, often along roadside. Location: QV, PB. 

D, lso111eris arborea. Open flats and sandy washes, 
and roads ides. Location: NE, PB, WC. 

20. DESERT WILLOW, Cltilopsis linenris. Sandy washes parkwide. 
Location: IC, PB. 

21. CHUPAROSA, ]usticia ca/ifornicn. Gravelly slopes and sandy 
washes. Location: CW. 

n l'APE RBAG BUSH, S11lazari11111cxic111111. Open flats and high 
1 ,1 lll'ys. Loca tion: QV, LH. 

23. I~OCK GOLDEN BUSH, Eric11111erin cunenta. Base of rocks and 
rock crevices. Loca tion: LH, QV. 

2-t INDIGO BUSH, Psorot/1111111111s sp. (P. 11rborcsce11s, Gray; Oalea 
"/101111, un z). Open fin ts and gravelly slopes. Location: NE, QV. 

~,~'.:. ~~ . 
2~ . MOJAVE/\ TER, Xylorl1iza tortifolia. Rocky hillsides. 
Lo cition: QV, PB. 

26. SPINY HOP-SAGE, Gmyia spinosa. Open flats. 
Loca tion : LH, QV, IC. 



WILDFLOWERS 
When and Where 

The extent and timing of spring wildflower 
blooms in the California deserts may vary greatly 
from one year to the next. Fall and winter precip­
itation and spring temperatures are key environ­
mental factors affecting the spring blooming 
period. Normally desert annuals germinate 
between September and December. Many need a 
good soaking rain to get started. In addition to 
rains at the right time, plants also require warm 
enough temperatures before flower stalks will be 
produced. Green leaf rosettes may cover the 
ground in January; however, flower stalks wait 
until temperatures rise. Wildflowers will begin 
blooming in the lower elevations of the Pinto 
Basin and along the park's south boundary in 
February and at the higher elevations in March 
and April. Desert regions above 5,000 feet will 
have plants blooming as late as June. 
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27. DESERT LLLY, Hesperocallis undulata. Open 
sandy fla ts and dry washes. Location: PB. 

28. DUNE PRIMROSE, Oenothera deltoides. Dry washes, sandy 
flats, and roadsides. Location: PB, LH, QV. 

29. WESTERN J[MSONWEED, Datura wrightii. Sandy washes and 
flats. Location: IC, PB. 

HOST FLOWER, Molwvea confe,.tiflora. Rocky hillsides and 
i.;rJvclly slopes. Location: PB, CW. 

32. BROWN-EYE! PRIMROSE, Camissonia c/avifor111 i>. S <l 1llh 

washes and flats, and alluvial fans. Loca tion : PB, I . 

33. BLAZING STAR, Mentzelia involucrata. lfocky hillsides. 
Loca tion: WC, PB. 

Location: QV, PB, IC. 

~~~~~~~~~~.~~~~~ 
35. SAND MAT, Chanwcsyce polyca,.pn. Low to the ground plant of 
flats and washes. Location: QV, PB, IC. 
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36. AMSONIA, Amsonia to111e11tosa. Open flats . 
Location: QV, LH. 

37. CAUFORNIA CHICORY, Rnfinesquia califomicn. Open flats. 
Loca tion: IC, PB, NE. 

38. DESE RT DA DELIO , Malncothrix glnbrntn. Often abundnnl 
on bandy fl at and in dry washes. Loca tion: CW, PB, IC, E. 
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39. WALLACE'S ERJOPHYLLUM, Eriopilyf/11111 wnllncei. Low, woolly 
plant of open fl ats, washes, and alluvial fans. Location: QV, PB, lC. 

40. COREOPSIS, Coreopsis bigelovii. Open sandy fl ots. Location: 
QV, LH, PB. 
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41. DESERT POPPY, Eschscholzin glyptosperma. Alluvial fans and 
gentle slopes. Location: PB, CW. 

42. COYOTE MELON, C11rnrbitn pn/111ntn. Open flats and washes. 
Location: IC, PB, NE. 

43. DESERT SUNFLOWER, Gernea canesccns. Open rocky areas 
near sand hills. Location: PB. 

+I. DESERT (WOOLLY) MARlGOLD, Bnileyn plenirndintn. Open 
sundy flats and washes. Location: Pl3, LH, QV, IC. 

45. SCALE BUD, A11isoco11w acn11/is. Gravell y slopes and open flats. 
Location: CW, Pl3, NE, lC. 

46. PJ~JNCE'S PLUME, Stnnleyn pinnata. Open fl ats and rn,1d 'i le»,, 
Location: NE, CW, LH. 

47. L/\RCE YELLOW PRIMROSE, Oenothern primiveris. Rare with 
Dunc Primrose on sandy flats. Location: Old Dale Road and Pl3. 

48. :'vlARLPOSA LJL Y, Cnlochortus kennedyi. Gravelly flats and 
rocky areas. Location: QV, CF. 

49. DESERT (INDCA ) PAINTBRUSH, Cnstillejn angustifolia. 
Gravelly flats and rocky areas. Location: LH, QV. 

SO. UVE FOREVER, Oudleyn saxosn. Rocky areas. 
I ocation: QV, LH. 

51. PURPLE MAT, Na 111n de111iss11111. Open flats and sandy washes. 
Location: PB, CW, JC. 

52. DESE RT FIVE-Sl'OT, Ere111alche rot1111difolin. Dry slopL'' and 
J lluv ial fo ns. Loca tion : PB, CW. 

AND VERl3ENA, Abronia villosa. Sandy fla ts, washes, and 
roadsides. Lo ation: PB, LH. 

54. BIGELOW MIMULUS, Mimulus bigelovii. Sandy washes. 
Location: PB, CW. 

SS. YELLOW THROAT PHACELIA, Phacelici bicolor. Open flats 
,ind alluvial fans. Location: LH, QV, IC. 

S6. ' ANTERBURY BELLS, Phacelin cnmpmwlarin. Rocky slopes 
,md sandy washes. Location: PB, CW. 

0 7. ROYAL DESEJU LUPINE, L11pinus odorntus. Alluvial fans and 
sandy washes. Location: PB, CW, LH. 

58. Cl llA, Salvia co/11111/mriae. Parkwide: sandy washes, open flats, 
and gravelly hillsides. Location: QV, IC, PB, CW. 

This publication was produced by the Joshua Tree 
Nntura l History Association, in cooperation with the 

ational Park Service. 

ddilion,11 information may be obtained from: 
J o~hu,1 Trn~ N~lional Monument 
74481 .Hion;il Monument Drive 
Twentynine l)alms, CA 92277 
(619) 367-75 11 

Publications about wildflowers available from the 
Joshua Tree Natura l History Association at the above 
address: 
JIC'serl Wild Flowers by Edmund C. Jaeger 
"u/ifomin Desert Wildflowers by Philip A. Munz 
70 Cv1111111m Cacti of the Southwest by Pierre C. Fischer 
/()() Co111111011 Wildflowers of the Southwest by 

Janice Emily Bowers 
Mocke /'s DL'serf Flower Notebook by Henry and Beverly 
Mockcl 
Coiomdo Desert Wildflowers by Jon Mark Stewart 

cientific names used in this publication were taken 
from Thi' Jepson Mn11unl-Higher Plants of California, 
edited by James C. Hickman and published by the 
University of California Press, 1993. 

Special thanks to the National Park Service staff 
members, Natural History Association employees, 
and volunteers who donated their time or slides for 
use in the production of this brochure. 


