¢

Maximim texperature for the yoar, on August 8
Mintmam texperature for the year, on Dseader 20
Total rainfall for the your, 5.88"

Total rainfall this calsndar year to date, 19"

The pest year has been sharssterized dy exceptiocnally dry conditions.
Xore springs, waterholes, tanks and reservoirs have dried up than for many
years, :

Pexoonnel,

On Fedruary 28 Custodian Jexes E, Cole left the lMonument to entex on
dquty es Rezionmal riologiet in Regilom Two, Xr, Cols had served as Custodian
for six years, It was mainly through his wntiring efforts that this area
kes gained significance end importance, particulerly to Southern California,
P00 mich evedit cennot be given My, Cols in dealing with the cbstacles in-

herent in developing a new area, particularly one with such a complicated
land problem.

On March 4 Frenk R, Givens entered ¢n @uty as Custodian after serving
in a similar capacity in Pinnaoles National Monument. i, Givens had previe
ously served as Agting Custodian, from Rebruary to May 1944, just prior to
Mp. Cole's return from military sexviae,

On iarch £6 Oongressmen Sheppard introdused a Bill, H, R. £798, t0o Ye=
vise the boundaries of the Monument, This Bill differs only slightly from

He R, 4708 whioch My, Sheppard introduced November 18, 1948, axd whioh died
in eoumittes.

Oppoeition to the Bill is bdelieved {0 de as grest as ever, but the 0pe
position is eonsideradly less voludls. They are known ¢0 be working, quictly
to some extent, egainst the Bill., Supportera of the Momument are also wWorke
ing quietly for the Bill sinees 1% sppears that intevested parties have alveady

status
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formsd en opinion and are not apt to de eonverted.
2istas of Private Lends

The following 1s a summry of Joshua Tres Rational Monument land
as of Juns 30, 1947:




Felexel Lanis 653,123,7
State Sghoel Lanis n ,068,.9
State S¢hool Lands (Right of Selection 18,383)
Seuthern Patific Land Coxpeny 18,3504
Other Privats Lands %1,005.6
State of Oslifornia Tax-desded Lands 8, ]
State of Califorata (3014 for Taxes) ¥
Mstyopolitan ¥ater District B/W, Ete, .
Total Asreage ags.sgg.g

The land acquisition program being the mst pressing pivloﬁah". e’ lavge
portion of the Custodian's and Rangers® ticie was devoted t0 paper work in
eonneotion with land exshanges designed primarily to acquire lands within
the Momument presently owned by the Southern Paeiffc Land Coxmpany. The
program is progressing satisfactorily although no exshenges have sctually
bsen oconsumated to date., There are currently twelve exshangzes in progress
vhich may be resapitulated as follows:

2 Formal applications submitted conprising 20,784 aores

4 Informal applications submifted ecaprieing 48,488 acres

6 Exchanzes initiated which will ocomprise epproximately
16,707 sores

Asgpuzing thot all these exchanges are garried through to occmpletion,
we will scjuire giproximately 83,998 aores of the 185,138 acres now in
srivate ownerahip. About 30,000 acres are being held in reserve in the
ovent it 1g decided to enter into a land exchange sgresment with the City
of los fng3les, /[ny remaining acreage of Southernm Peoifie land can be ex~
changed out by entoring intc negotiations with some of the many interested
perties who have evinced an interest in cur lard program but have been put
on a waiting list panding furtler developments,

In Riverside County there are approximatsly 2000 parsels coxprising
18,879 aores of privately-owned lands, some of which are tax-desded, some
tax-80ld, some redsozed or partially redesxmed and some taxes-paid, KNogoti-
ations have been carrisd on with the Riverside Ocumty Board of Superviscre
in mn effort to get them to hewe the lands classified as being most suitadble
for public use with a view tomard transferring them, by exchange or other-
wise, to the Federal Jovernment, They ovinced some interest, but finally
rejocted the proposal, prodably becauss of their sympathetic attitude tewwraxd
the miners and for vericus other ressons.

There remain 82,000 asres of State School lanis end approximatsly 18,000
asres upon which the State reserves the right to sslesct &z unsurveyed lands.

Unfortunately, all of cur land problems will not be solved bdy asquisition
of Southern Pagifis property, State School lands, sta, The past ysar has
brought incressed astivity on ths part of individual owners who have bough$
18,289,9 acres of Southern Pasifia lends in the Monunent for purely spesulstive
purposss, Wells are bdeing drilled in the vieinity of Quail Springs and the
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survey t0 be made of his lands within the Momment, He heas drilled cne
well, It is hoped that the County Planning Cozmission will not approve
the record of survey without proof of adequate water and £0r other ressons,

Boad ¥ainfenenso

Cloudburets during the period July 18-August 9 did considerable deuage
o our primary rosi system and necessitated temporary ¢losing of the Twenty-
nine Palms entranca, An additional allotment of Hdoeds and Trails funds made
it posaibvle to supplement our road orew and Yent equipmsnt fyom the Forest
3ervice that enabled us to repair cur roads in time for the fall and winter
influx of visitors,

19 5 3-8

Maintenence Of our 78,80 miles of primary rweds, 36.30 niles of secondary
r0eds and 88,50 miles of edministrative and proteotive roads requires conastent
and considerable work., The nature of the il is such that with each passing
vehicle u considerable amount of ths native binding materiel 18 removed by
the wind, This will require psriodical replacement of the road surface with

deconmposed granite until such time that application of a dust palliative esn
Yo made,

The nomal roed maintenance ¢rew consists of a mixed gang foreman and
five orew mambers. During November and Desamber the orew was inoreased,
equipxent was rented from the U, S, Forest Service and the roads damaged by
flash floods and heavy usaegs were brought back to their normel condition,

biaint
Trail maintenance funds and trail work were limited, Repair work was

dous on the 1,1 mils treil to Pine Spring, the S-mils trail fryom Cottonwood
Spring %0 Lost Palms Canyon and the 1,8 mile trail to 49 Palms Canyon,

8incoe most of cur trails lsed to waterholes, all repairs will de kept
{40 a minimm until such time that wo are in a dotter position to provide

During the year we have recsived, or thore is en youte, the following

Joshus Tree Bctzanl Monument



Gasolins rock 4ril} NHew 43,00
Weapons ¢arrisy VYexy poor 094,09
01l afstributor, G00-gal,

04l or water tank - trailer, 1000-gnl, Used-good 1088.46
Quonset hut, 20xA8 638,08
*Roller, wobblo whoel Fow 688,10
*Tractor, vheolod New 998,00

*En route

In eddition we have reussted, snd hope to receive, e now £i-ton (0
carge truck, a new 3-ton dump trusk, & mow Oresco lubricating wmit, a used
wsapans carrior and a used D8 o

From cur experience end meny inspections of equirment in Southemn
California we have sonaluded that a thorough inaspeation of used equipment
i3 essential, Also, that new equiyment will genexully be available and is
naturally more desirable,

Zrgvel

During the pest fiseal year truvel inareased 30% over the previcus
fis0al year. While wo know that travel hes increased, the indicsted per-
Jontage nmay or may not be ascurate sinse figures during the year just
passed resulted frcam traffie counters at various entrencesa, Figires dure
ing the preceding yeer wore "gueosstimated®,

Cur figures indieate that 13,410 ears with 46,936 viaitors enterod the
donwsent. Our inability to contact these visitors is regrettable, but the
nacessary office detail is more than our oontact force osn handle, Our
road crews and Fire Control Ald meke msny eontaots and yender such susistance
a8 13 indicated. The mgular contact personnadl give specisl attention ¢o
goups and parties when tims permitse

Custodian Cole submitted a report on the proposed Palm Cenyon National
Monument dated Pedruary 7, 1947, The report urgad serious consideration of
the aluost insurmountable obatecles before a deeision to estadlish a Monmument
was nedo,.

Custodian Oole sulmitted a report on the proposed Cima Dome Natiomal
Monument, The opinicn was thet the area 414 not merit National Monurent status,

The Riverside County Board of Supervisors {s attempting t0 establiash e
Fational Monwmnt in honor of Ceneral Ceorgs S. Fattons The desived locatien
43 near ths south bounlary of Joshua Tree Natiocnal Maonmment, Mr, Halter V.
Pittman, Chaiynan of the Board of Suparvisors, in an unofficisl conferense,
roqusatad the writer's reaction toward the proposed Momment. He wes advised
that thisn office could not discuss Or support new aress without proper in-
strucstions, Consequently, the subject was not brdught up in a sudssquent

&
Joshua Tyes National Honument




eppesrenee of the Custedian befure the Board in session relstive to taxe
Qeoled lmis within the Nommsent,
Spasial Use Parits

Ca Juns 11, 147, two represextatives of the Pasifie Telephone end
Telegreph Compsny ealled to yecpen negotiations for s permit $0 legate a
redio tranmmitter station near Keys View, Severel sites were studied and
the zepresentatives were Joquested to salmit a written request for further
stady by Service personnel, Their ultimate plan has not arystallised end
they may deside on some cther losation,

On June 88 the Gustodian eontacted Mr, A, H, Hadfield of the Civil
Asranmtics Adninistretion, Sante licnica, Califomnie, relative %o their
zequest fur use of eighty aores ocutside the Monument dut within the ares

:mrmmwm. To date they are undesided on the final lo- I
Be i

In Decexber, 1948, the Kaiser Compeny submitted a request for a special
use permit covering use of Govermmzent lends ineidental to mining operations
on their property in the Monument, To date the pemmit has not been approved,

A grazing perzit for eighty hoad of cattle was issued for a yeriod of
six months, beginning Oatoder 1, to Mp, Jazes W, Stocker. The prics per
heed por month wes $,1685, The San Dernardino National Forest charges §.31
por heed per momth, A reduced rate was assorded Mr, Stooker becmmse about
ons-half the lands (altemate sestions) are privately-owmed,

Zorest ¥ire Protestion

A Fire Control Afd, SP=4, and a relief Fire Control Ald, 3P-3, mske
daily patrols of the Monumment roeads degiming in Juna, Since the Custodien
and two rangers are required to spend most of their tims in the offisce, the
Alds render invaluabdle service,

A Dodge weapons carrier, fourwwheel drive, is being equipped with e
100-gallon tank and a Panmma punp t0 be used £or patrol work,

A 1000-gallon water tank and a §00-gallon o1l distributor, doth trailer~ :
nounted, are deing prepared for use on large fives, REach wnit is equipped ;
with a gasolirne driven pamp, Efforts are being male to sisptthese tanks for !
muﬂnﬂabﬁun&“ﬁ&ntmmmtnuamm ’

Frank R, Givens

Joshma Tres Eational Mmument



lay 14, 2847
KEMORANIUM for the Divester,

The following veport of major eventa or developzsnts in Joshua
Tres National Momtesnt 1s submitted in asoordance with Memorendum
for all Region Four Field Arveus dated May 8, 1947,

Status of Privete Iamis
The following i{s a swmary of Yoshua Tree National ¥onuzant
lend status as of sy 14, 1947

Federal Lands 653,188,7
State Sehool Lands : 21,868,9
State Sehool Lands (Right of Seleotion)(18,283)
Southern Pasific Lend Oompany 121 ,350.4
Other Private Lands 31,803,.6
8¢ate of California Tax-desdod Lends 6,784.8
Stete of California (Sol2 for Taxes) 2,003.0
Metropolitan Water Distriet R/, Ete. 28342
Total Asreage 838,288,3

The lend eacquisition progrenm bdeing the most pressing problem,
& lerge portion of the Custodian's and Rangers' time wes dsvoted to
paper work in connection with land exehanges designed primarily te
acquire lands within the Konument presently cwnsd dy the Socuthern
Pasitic Lend Coaxpany., The progrem is progressing satisfuotorily
although no exehanges hsve estually been consumnated 0 date, There

are currently twelve exchmges in progress whish zmay be recspitulated
as follows:



8 Jormal epplications submitted ocomprising 80,796 asxes
4 Informal epplicet ions sudxitted conprising 48,430 asres
6 Exchanges initiated which will comprise approximetely
16,707 acres
Assuning that all these exohanges ave carrisd through to coow
plotion, we will asquire approximately 83,996 asres of the 183,138
agres now in private ownership. Adbout 30,000 asres are being held
in reserve in the event it is decided to enter into a land exehango
egreenont with the Gity of los Angeles. Any rexzaining soreege of
Southern Paoific land can de exchanged cut dy entering into neogoti-
ations with aoms of the many interested parties who heave evinoed am
interest in cur land progrem but have bean put on a waiting list
pending further developments,
| In Riverside County thore are spproximately 2000 percels gom~
prieing 15,879 acres of privately-owned lands, some of whioh are
tax~decded, somo tax-50ld, some redesmed or partially redeemsd and
scme texes-paid, Negotiations have besn sarried on with the River-
side County Boaxd 0f Supervisors in s effort to get theam to have
the lands alassifisd e8 boing most suitable for pudlie use with a
view toward trensferring them, by exehange or othserwise, to the
Federal Covernment, They evinced sane intorest, tut finally re-
Jeoted the proposal, probably becsuse of their sympathetic attitude
towurd the niners and for variocus other reasons,
There remain 28,000 agros of State Sohool lands and approxi-
mately 18,000 asres upon which the State reserves the right to
seloot on w lands,



Unfortunstely, all of cur land prodlems will not be solved by
soquisition of Scutherh Pasifis praperty, State Sehool lmds, ete,
The pest your has breught increassd astivity on the part of indie~
vidual cwuers vho have bought 18,280.9 asres of Southomn Pasifis
lands in the Momamont for purely spssulative purpeses. Wells are
being 4rilled in the vieinity of Quail Springs and the Wonderland
of Rogks, two of the more popular aress froa the standpoint of
tourist trevel. Onde water is developed on this privately-cwnsd
land there will be nothing to deter the apsculators from subdividing
their property. It is not necessary to point out what a sudbdivision
would do to the value of the Monument es a reoreational erea,
Yantalisn

Among those aotivities ocontrary to Netional Fark Service regu-
lations were trapping, unauthorized cattle-running of 45 head of
cattle on Monmmment lands, truckers cutting saokethorn (smoke-tres)
branches for Christmas decorations and novelty manufacturers gather-
ing odolla cactus trunks, Mich evidence of target shooting was soen
in the Monmuxzemt during the year, riddled tin cens and droken bottles
arcund csmping areas deing cammtn, lMany rved signs wore badly mutie
lated and hed t0 be replased, and a new aign at idden Valley was
stolen less than two weeks after ersction,

A Joshum~tree was ¢hopped down at Hidden Valley Campground,
Juniper bdranches cus from trees along the Keys View Road, osotille
canos cut and smaller plants uprooted end sbandoned. Oacti, bisnaga,
cholla, beaverteil and other variecties were dug up end left to die.



T™he Gustodien, two Rengers and members of t2e 10ad evew inter-
Fopted some visiters in theiry destructive eotivities, weming them
sbout hunting, Serget Drestics, pieking end diggiag wp ahwuhe end
flowers, eta, EHowever, the mount of protective work perfomaed
was seriously limited by the jress of offfse work. There is
evory indtostion thet laok of protectisn will centimue to be the

Tule rather than the oxeeption until alerical assistance is received
or office work decreases.

Trenk R, Givens
Oustodisn
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