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QESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIG.INAL ilF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The site is

Twelve depressions, marking the location of collapsed semi-subterranean houses,
appear The ground
surface is blanketed with a layer of volcanic ash and pumice from the 1912 Katmai
eruption. Possible-presence and extent of midden deposit is thus obscured. Midden

material buried by the ash/pumice rain is sloughing
In 1964, when the site was recorded, the depression

still exhibited portions of a wooden structure. This suggests the
structure was standing during the 1912 eruption. - The other depressions seem to.be
more deeply burled and thus appear to be older. '

Test trenches in depressions on [N NNNENENEEEEEER indicated that much of the

site was inhabited in prehistoric times. The age and length of occupation have not
been determined, but the beach ridge on which the site is located appears to be a
recent formation and antiquity greater than l,OQO years is unkikely.

it plainly resembles other sites on

Although we know little about the site as yet,
It is therefore

Shelifoff Strait such as Kukak, Kaguyak and the Takli Island sites.
attributable to the Koniagmute Eskimo and their prehistoric ancestors.

A portion ‘of the midden deposit ha.s been destroyed— but the site is
largely intact and undisturbed.
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ol

The University of Oregon has conﬂucted an extensive series of excavatlons at a number
of sites on and the investigators have formulated a sequence of
cultures beginning about 6,000 years ago and culminating wibth historic Koniagmute
remains. As yet, little more than the dates and characteristic artifacts of the
sequential phases is known. 49 Mk 10 has the potential to fill in the gaps; house
type, artifact styles, subsistence/settlement type, and spatial distribution of
phases through time. It is also interesting because it is the only site thus far
recorded on Katmai's coast that is located to take advantage of a salmon stream.
‘Other sites on the straits appear to be located to exploit maritime and littoral

J!.“L'.' . - - - ~ .

resources.
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