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DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Brooks River is a rapid flowing, 1.5 mile long stream which drains Brooks 
Lake into Naknek Lake. Salmon run almost continually between Spring and 
Fall and collect in great schools in the pool below the nine-foot high falls 
midway up the stream. Much of the area is thickly forested with stunted 
spruce, alder, birch, and willow. The timber is interrupted occasionally 
by extensive stretches of thick, head high grasses. Fluctuation of the level 
of Naknek Lake has left a series of stranded beach ridges above the present 
beach north of the mouth of the river and a complex series

Irooks Jlly.ejrjL^fagrcne-Plogical remains are scattered ____
f Although,; the first surveys, defined, a number

screet sites,; T^sooBrecame difficultto separate one from the other and 
all-have-been subsumed: ..within a single site designation.  . , ., -?

.   .:    ,< r.,....-•.. .,, ,, ,,, .,.' ,..,.:  .;  -;  ':.' '',>,., . ;_,;,).  ..;....  .,-,;. '   ' , ...  ; ,..

The most prominent remains are a large number of circular despressions, which 
measure between one and ten meters in diameter and from .5 to 1.5 meters in 
depth. The University of Oregon mapped 1014 depressions in their 1963 survey 
and determined thryogh testing a representative sample that 60 percent represent 
the remains of collapsed pit houses. The remaining 40 percent are natural. 
The excavation in areas adjacent to pit clusters has also shown areas of 
stratified midden to occur

The University of Oregon has conducted extensive investigations; testing in 1953 
and 1954, and more testing plus full scale excavations over six field seasons 
from 1960 to 1967. Nearly 10,000 artifacts, numerous housepits, and other 
features have been recorded. A 4,500 year span of occupation is represented 
which has been divided into eight phases:

Brooks River Strand Phase (2500 to 1900 B.C.)--wider cultural affiliation 
unknown.

Brooks River Gravels Phase (1900 to 1000 B.C.) affiliated with Arctic 
Small Tool Tradition; this phase marks first settlement of precursors of 
Eskimos.

Smelt Creek Phase (200 B.C. to 100 A.D.)--similar to Norton culture of Cape 
Denbigh.

Brooks River Weir Phase (100 to 600 A.D.)--clearly evolved from the preceeding 
phase and continued in the Norton tradition.

Brooks River Falls Phase (600 to 1000 A.D.)--again, an outgrowth of the 
preceeding phase and in the Norton tradition.

Brooks River Camp Hase (1000 to 1400 A.D.)--affiliated with the Thule 
tradition, a culture immediately ancestral to that of modern Eskimos.

Brooks River Bluffs Phase (1400 to 1820 A.D.)--Thule culture and modern 
Eskimo.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The district is significant because it has yielded information which 
documented a cultural sequence spanning some 4,500 years, a sequence which 
indicated for the first time the broad outlines of prehistoric Eskimo culture 
(Arctic Small Tool throngh Norton through Thule) were present on the Alaska 
Peninsula. This district has the potential to yield a great deal more 
information: relationships with the Pacific Eskimo of Prince William Sound 
and with Aleut Prehistory, relationships of the, as yet, enigmatic Brooks 
.River Strand Phase, changing subsistence, and settlement patterns through 
time, and many others.
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