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The National Park Service is required by law to "conserve the natural
and historic objects and the wildlife [in parks] and to provide for the
enjoyment of the same in such manner and by such means as will leave them
unimpaired...." The Alaska National Interest Lands Conservation Act of
1980 (ANILCA) additionally mandates the preservation of natural and healthy
populations of wildlife in Katmai National Park and healthy wildlife populations
in Katmai National Preserve. Fulfillment of these obligations requires infor- |
mation on the status and trends of wildlife populations and on their ecologicals
relationships, and the incorpdration of this information into park management.
This plan delineates the monitoring and research necessary to provide needed

information.

Nonconsumptive uses of terrestrial wildlife, such as viewing and photog-
raphy, are permitted in Katmai National Park. The objective of wildlife
management in the park is to maintain the natural diversity, numbers, and
behavior of wildlife populations by preserving the natural processes that
govern them and by minimizing modern human influence. The esthetic,
ecological, and scientific values of natural wildlife communities in the park

are of primary importance.

Subsistence and sport-hunting, as well as nonconsumptive uses, of
wildlife are permitted in Katmai National Preserve in accordance with State
regulations. The objective of wildlife management in the preserve is the
long-term maintenance of healthy wildlife populations in their natural diver-
sity and abundance in such a way that natural processes of wildlife popula-

tion regulation in the park are not disrupted.

A Memorandum of Understanding concerning wild]ife management exists
between the Alaska Department of Fish and Game, which is responsi'ble for
management and protection of wildlife throughout the state, and the National

Park Service, which is responsible for conserving wildlife and its habitat



in Katmai. Programs for monitoring wildlife in Katmai will be designed to
provide information that can be directly compared with information collected
by the Alaska Department of Fish and Game and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife
Service on adjacent lands. All monitoring and research described in this
plan will be carried out in cooperation with the Alaska Department of Fish

and Game and the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.

Aerial surveys will employ a Piper Supercub or equivalent aircraft, if
possible. Surveys will generally be conducted during morning hours.
Optimal survey conditions consist of clear to slightly overcast sky, no pre-
cipitation, no wind, and, during winter, snow-covered terrain. The aircraft
will be flown at a speed of approximately 80-100 miles/hour and at an elevation

of 100-500 feet.

Monitoring efforts will focus on certain species of special interest, pri-
marily endangered/threatened species, avian and mammalian predators, and
species that are particularly subject to impact from recreational disturbance,
harvest, or commercial/industrial development. Specifically, the species of

special interest are:

Peregrine falcon

Bald eagle

Coastal seabirds

Brown bear

Wolf

Lynx

Mustelids, such as river otter, mink, and sea otter
Sea lion

Seal

Moose

Caribou



Peregrine Falcon

Peale's peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus pealei) is relatively common
along the seacoast of Katmai. This nonmigratory subspecies is not threatened
with extinction. Two sightings of peregrine falcons have been recorded in
the interior of the park. These may have been Peale's peregrine falcons or
the endangered American peregrine falcon (F. p. anatum). The migrator"y
American peregrine falcon is slightly smaller and lighter brown in color than

Peale's peregrine falcon (Beebe 1960).

The objective of monitoring is to obtain more definitive information on

the existence of American peregrine falcons in the interior of Katmai.

Park employees who conduct backcountry patrols will familiarize themselves
with the characteristics of Peale's and American peregrine falcons prior to
the patrols. Any observation of a peregrine falcon will be recorded on a
wildlife observation card (Form 10-577) and promptly reported to the Resource

Management Specialist.

Est. cost: None

Bald Eagle
The "Protection of Bald and Golden Eagles" Act (16 USC 668-668d) pro-

vides for the protection of eagles and reflects the public interest in them.
In Katmai, bald eagles (Haliaeetos leucocephalus) nest primarily along the
coast and along inland rivers and lakes. Bald eagle nesting surveys were

conducted throughout the park by W. Troyer during 1974-80.

The objective of monitoring is to identify trends in the numbers of
nesting bald eagles. Of primary concern are eagles that are most likely to

be subject to human disturbance.

An aerial survey will be conducted during late June or early July. This
timing will provide an index of the number of successful pairs per year, but
not on the number of unsuccessful nesting attempts. The shorelines of Naknek
Lake, Brooks Lake, Grosvenor Lake, Coville Lake, Nonvianuk Lake, Savonoski

River, Grosvenor River, American River, Nonvianuk River, Alagnak River,






