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A view of Big Kennesaw Mountain in its fall glory with the visitor
center tucked into the background. Photo courtesy of Tom Wilson.

History Lives Here...

In June 1864, General William T. Sherman's advance

toward Atlanta was delayed for two weeks at Kennesaw
Mountain by Confederates under General Joseph
E. Johnston. Since early May, in a fiercely contested
campaign, Sherman had been moving south through
northwest Georgia. On June 19,1864, Johnston's
Confederates entrenched along the ridgetops of Big
and Little Kennesaw Mountain south towards Powder

Springs Road, blocking Union movement.

To break the developed stalemate, on June 27, Sherman
attacked Cheatham Hill and Pigeon Hill, two points he
felt were vulnerable. The unsuccessful attack produced
3,000 casualties, mainly at Cheatham Hill. Heavy losses
there led the Union soldiers to call this the "Dead

Angle". Following the failed assault, Sherman returned

to his previously successful flanking maneuvers and
continued his drive towards Atlanta. Two months later,

after a lengthy siege, Atlanta fell on September 2,1864.




