Klondike Gold Rush

National Historical Park/Seattle, Washington
National Park Service/U.S. Department of the Interior

ere in Seattle the cry of “Klondike gold!” first grabbed the world’s imagination. It

was July 1897. Through this modest waterfront city tens of thousands of Yukon-
bound goldseekers soon poured. Stamping Seattle with a special legacy, they jump-
started the depressed Northwest economy and enhanced Seattle’s reputation as a
regional trade center. The Chamber of Commerce aggressively touted Seattle as the
“only place” to outfit for the goldfields. Sales did soar—to $25 million by early 1898.
Shopkeepers stacked their stock 10 feet deep on the storefront boardwalks (see the
photo below left). The scurrying stampeders bought supplies, boarded ships berthed
nearby, and steamed north for Skagway and Dyea or northwest to St. Michael and the
Yukon River. Explore today’s Pioneer Square Historic District and discover its fasci-
nating reminders of those 1890s Gold-Rush glory days that this park commemorates.

Visit the National Park
Service Visitor Center
{photo above) at 117 So.
Main Street. The Pioneer
Square Historic District’s
25 blocks of 1890s vin-
tage architecture include
the Pioneer Building (at
right and below). It was
Seattle’s birthplace, and
today it features the na-
tion’s largest concentra-
tion of buildings from
the 1890s.

The map below shows where businesses outfitted stampeders and suggests the Gold
Rush-era setting of the docks and waterfront in 1898.
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The Seattle unit of Klon-
dike Gold Rush National
Historical Park and its
Visitor Center are in the
Union Trust Annex, 117
So. Main St., two blocks
north of the football stadi-

um. The Visitor Centeris.

open 9 am. to 5 p.m.
daily. It is closed January
1, Thanksgiving Day, and
December 25.

Ask at the Visitor Center
about the schedule of
walking tours and other
programs and activities.
Exhibits and audio-visual
programs there tell the
story of Seattle’s crucial

Pass summit you lock
back over the stamped-
ers’ route toward Dyea
and the Lynn Canal. Do
not let this snow fool
you—this photo does
not show the winter
conditions many gold
seekers labored in with
their gear. Snowfall at

role as the staging area
for the Klondike Gold
Rush.

Parking is available on the
street and at several near-
by locations. Bus siops,
the train station. and local
ferries are within walking
distance.

The heart of Gold-Rush
Seattle, Pioneer Square
Historic District features
shops, art galleries, rest-
aurants, and book and an-
tique stores. Many Gold
Rush-era buildings still
stand in the historic dis-
trict. Ask at the Visitor

“thiselevationecanrbe200————

inches per year. Temper-
atures can dip to -50°F
in the winter. Above the
treeline here, you enter
the world of the caribou,
Dall sheep, mountain
goat, pika and Arctic
ground squirrel.

i Hartmier hy

The Pioneer Building dominated both Seattle’s sky-
line and its Gold Rush-era commerce. Built in 1892, it
faces historic Pioneer Place {see map below). Be-

Center for a map to help
you identify them.

To the north, Waterfront
Park sits where the ship
Portland docked with 68
prospectors whose car-
goes of gold [asnched the

Klondike Gold Rus

For information contact:
Superintendent, Klondike
Gold Rush National His-
torical Park, 117 So. Main
St., Seattle WA 98104-
2540; 206-553-7220; or
visit www.nps.gov/kise/
home.htm on the Internet.

at Doc Maynard’s Tavern.

Seattle in 1898

e

tween 1897 and 1908, the building housed 48 mining
firms. Today’s Underground Seattle tours start here
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Key to services during the Klondike Gold Rush
B Outfiter M Clothing M Hotel M Saloon
B Hardware Grocery M Lodging M Bank
¥ Boots B Drugs

Restaurant B Transportation
tickets.
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Klondike Gold Rush

National Historical Park/Skagway, Alaska
National Park Service/U.S. Department of the Interior

Once the major gateway to the Klondike, Skagway still has many historic buildings
from its Gold Rush days. Far less evident now is how Dyea, nine miles north by
unpaved road, rivaled it then as Alaska’s largest town. Abandoned once the White
Pass and Yukon Route Railroad was built, Dyea was eventually dismantled. In today’s
Skagway Historic District (see map below) private, city, state, and federal interests
have cooperated to preserve or restore the late-1890s atmosphere. Guided walking
tours explore the town in summer. Ask about these and other programs at the Visitor
Center in the former railroad depot. You can also visit the Trail of ‘98 Museum and
nearby Gold Rush Cemetery. Skagway’s criminal boss Jefferson Randolph (“Soapy”)
Smith lies buried there. The national historical park contains 13,191 acres of National
Park Service, city, state, and private lands. In 1998, Canada’s Chilkoot Trail National
Historic Site, the Thirty Mile Heritage River (Yukon River), and Dawson Historic Com-
plex National Historic Site, and the United States’ Seatile, Skagway, Chilkoot Trail,
and White Pass units were designated as the Klondike Gold Rush International

Historical Park.

August 1897

‘Hikers on the Golden Sairs. Chilkoat Trail
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Boomtown Skagway grew by leaps and bounds as
this photo sequence, looking down Broadway street,

Skagway

From Skagway stamped-
ers started across the
coastal mountans to the
Yukon Rrver headwaters
envoute to Dawson City,

il helo ¥ou exploga the  resecvaty

Skagway Historic Dhatrict's
iald Rush-era ambiance.
The National Park Service
Visitor Center in the re-
stored White Pass and
Yukon Route Railroad De-
pot at Second Avenue and
Broadway is open 8 a.m.
to 8 p.m. daily in summer.

As the Gold Rush began,
Skagway got so lawless it
lost traffic to Dyea be-
cause of “Soapy” Smith’s
criminal activities. Town
surveyor Frank Reid killed
Smith in a July 8,1898,
shootout and was fatally
wounded himsetf.

Hiking the 33-mile Chil-
koot Trail from near the
Dyea townsite provides an

shows. Where only tents stood in August 1897, by

opportunity to expenence
the chalenges goidseek-

which manages the upper
northem half) of the tras
requires user permits. For
Chilkoot Trail permits and
0488 or BET-B67-3910 In
Whitehorse. For informa-
tion on trail conditions or
to obtain maps or other
information, visit The Trail
Center at Broadway and
Second Avenue in Skag-
way, or call 807-983-3655
during the summer. Plan
your trip carefully, travel
safely, and be prepared
for severe weather condi-
tions at any time.

The White Pass Trail has
disappeared in many
places. It should not be
attempted.

Anyone traveling between
Canada and the United
States must report either
to Canadian Customs at

This is Broadway seen
from the White Pass and
Yukon Route Railroad
Depot, today’s Visitor
Center in the Skagway
Historic District. From
the left are the Red

Onion Saloon, a former
produce store and a
steamship office, and
the Arctic Brotherhood
Hall. A gold dome tops
the Golden North Hotel.
Dedman’s Photo Shop

1899

December wooden buildings lined Broadway, and
continuous boardwalk ran down its west side. Less
than two years later, in 1899, local ordinance required

Al hestonc reics and ma-
tenals n the park are con-
sidered to be of national

and international sonifi-
cance and are protected
by law. They must not be
disturbed or removed.
Please leave no trace of
your Chilkoot experience.

Klondike Gold Rush Na-
tional Histoncal Park is
part of the National Park
System, one of more than
370 areas that are impor-
tant examples of our na-
tion’s natural and cultural
heritage.

For information contact:
Superintendent, Klondike
Goid Rush Natienal His-
torical Park, PO. Box 517,
Skagway, AK 98840-0517;
907-983-2921; or visit
www.nps.gov/kigo on the
Internet.
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boardwalks on both sides of Broadway and brick
chimneys. Note the railroad tracks and utility poles:
Skagway had come of age.

Skagway Today
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Klondike Gold Rush

Official Map and Guide

LONG TRAIL TO THE KLONDIKE

GOLD! GOLD! GOLD! GOLD! screamed the headline, launching 100,000
people on a quest for wealth in 1897 and 1898. Struggling against time,
each other, and the northern wilderness, the stampeders rushed to
strike it rich because of an August 16, 1896 discovery near where the
Klondike and Yukon rivers join in northwestern Canada. On this last
grand adventure of its time, a few struck it rich, many discovered them-
selves, but none was unchanged by the experience. In 1893, U.S. gold
reserves plummeted and the stock market crashed: the panic left mil-
lions hungry, depressed, and destitute. The promise of adventure and
quick weaith seemed like the antidote for the nation’s maladies.
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Numbers (1 to 4) on the

Klondike Gold Rush National Historical Park
Alaska / Washington

SEATTLE & BEYOND

The steamship Excelsior offloaded miners heavy with gold at San
Francisco on the evening of ngy 14, 1897. The Portland docked
at Seattle the morning of July 17, préceded by a reporter on a tugboat
touting “more than a ton of solid gold on board.” (In fact it was more
than two tons.) Among these first Klondike millionaires were former
Seattle YMCA Secretary Tom Lippy and wife Salome. They had ven-
tured north on Tom’s hunch in March 1896 just before the discovery.
They brought back $80,000 on the Excelsior and would eventually take
nearly $2 million from the richest Klondike claim of all. The stampede
was on: within days all possible passage north to Alaska was booked.

-

Seattle’s merchants cap-
tured most of the Klon-

National Park Service
U.S. Department of the Interior
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The all-water route from
Seattle to St. Michael in
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During the winter of

| 1897-1898, snow all but
buried Canada’s custom

house and Union Jack

flag at Chilkoot Pass,

Women and even a few
children joined the stam-
pede. These prostitutes
called themselves “act-
resses.” Many gold-rush

women were spouses,
mining partners, or busi-
ness owners.
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What a loaf of bread! A fresh produce, made Is (. ue Q { Q \ Q\, l v
limited diet of beans, scurvy all too common. - . A \ Kp\'rs
bacon, and bread, lack- National Archives of Canada )
ing the vitamin C from 3 N a
ackizg o O peciatty
SKAGWAY & WHITE PASS acking o -
A better port than Dyea, Skagway soon became the “Gateway to Chiefs Doniwak (stand- stampede intensified,
@ the Klondike.” It was wild, with something for everyone. Confi- 'gr?i)"f:; ';?;:c“’fftt:: g‘aig:::z’;‘i;g;::tti;:
dence artists and thieves—led by Jefferson Randolph “Soapy” Smith— Tlingit Nation were piv- supply. Pack horses,
and greedy merchants lightened the unwary’s loads. A modern city, otal in transmountain aerial tramways, and
Skagway had electric lights and telephones. It had 80 saloons, three paﬁ;‘"‘g a"dc'i'.'ad'f"{ N oRNer s‘g‘e’"‘iﬁ Wg;"!l"
breweries, many brothels, and other service and supply businesses. ﬁfeas"e'g ?,5 %a::,gdlaqs i?,ﬂ“tsf‘;a‘ii?.,g iusil,;ss,
interior. As the Klondike Alaska State Library
The White Pass route was 10 miles longer—but its summit less steep
and 600 feet lower—than the Chilkoot Trail. In two months overuse
destroyed it. Its second life began as British investors started building
the White Pass and Yukon Route Railroad in May 1898. Rails reached 1 g
White Pass Summit in February 1899, Bennett Lake in July 1899, and - | 2
Whitehorse in July 1900. The railroad speeded abandonment of Dyea -
and Chilkoot Trail developments. By then the rush was over. YUKON RIVER VIA BENNETT LAKE
Falsely called an all- It took three months to cross the mountains to the interior. Then
g::fliﬁ:?é"xf:fkﬁ?“e most of the 30,000 stampeders sat out the winter of 1897-1898 in
fields, sharp rocks, and tents by frozen lakes Lindeman, Bennett, and Tagish—still 550 miles s,k -
muskeg earned it the ey ot from the gold fields. Here they built 7,124 boats from whipsawn green «
o 3?:& r"";'jgg;_a"' ;}‘\ ‘;/py {g \§ %) '\ == lumber and waited for the lake ice to melt. Finally, on May 29, 1898, the A /(f
1898, 3,000 horses died 3 é A B motiey flotilla set out. In the next few days five men died, and 150 q ?
on it —“like mos”quitoes \ﬂ r = boats were crushed in raging rapids near Whitehorse. After the rapids 9 of
Il?otni:ieo:r g{)fs?:téngg:e it 2 @ t = BACON The Chilkoot Trail's fa- became the scon of the It was a long, relatively easy trip, but bugs and 22-hour sunlit days are :
were beaten to death by —[=1= =S Sy e bled Golden Stairs hum-  Klondike goid rush. it drove boaters nearly mad. Near Dawson some feuding parties split Q/ )(( 7
desperate stampeders. —== =~ 2| @ L e tilzd ml{rtﬁ';":m on tz?t';m m :y‘d up— halving even boats and frypans. Finally, Dawson! e ‘Zi
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their ton of goods over
the pass. o

University of Washington Libraries

image—an endless line

of prospectors strug-

gling under enormous

5 @ loads like worker ants—
]

A hundred miles of lakes
led intorthe Yukon River,

Whipsawing trees into

The “ton of goods” gives  flour, 150 of bacon, and
planks (right), stampeders

trails, “you’d wished you
a good physical sense of 100 each of beans and

had taken the other.”

Canada. “it didn’t matter

At the summits of Chil-

koot and White passes, which one you took,”
Canada’s Mounties gave said a stampeder who Glenbow Archives, Calgary, Alberta a stampeder’s life and sugar. Outfits cost $250 built boats and rafts and g where canyon rapids
properly outfitted stam- had traveled both the diet. Considered essen- to $500. waited for the long Arctic > soon led to smooth wa-
peders official entry into Chilkoot and White Pass tial were 350 pounds of winter to end. o> ter beyond Whitehorsa.
ada (ab - Wi Pt s University of
! 1t fleft)

Nabonal Archives of C
Jnversity of Washing

LIFE IN DAWSON & AT THE GOLDFIELDS

side as their visions of wealth were washed away. Canadian historian
Pierre Berton writes that many stampeders arrived in Dawson and sim-
ply wandered about, utterly disoriented by its frantic activity, and not
bothering to prospect at all. Played out over such vast space and time,

From 30,000 to 40,000
people reached the gold
fields. About 4,000 found
gold, arfll a hundred
struck It rich, but only a
REL T {T]] id keep their
fortunes. More than 300

6 Before the gold rush, only a few Han First Nations people
camped on the small island at the confluence of the Yukon and
Klondike rivers. Prospecting in the area, George Washington Carmack,
Keish (“Skookum Jim” Mason), and Kaa Goox (Dawson Charley) struck
gold on August 16, 1896, on Rabbit (later named Bonanza) Creek. On it seems that for many, the adventure itself was the biggest attraction
August 17, they filed claims in Fortymile, the nearest town, 50 miles of the Klondike Gold Rush. Mining itself was another story. stampeders wrote mem-
downriver. This sparked the first stampede as prospectors already in 1 B 3 ; I oirs of their Klondike
the interior heard the news via the informal bush communication net- To get through the permafrost (perennially frozen soils), miners built ; i ‘ . uest he"a‘di"? :2'301
work. Former Fortymile trader and grubstaker Joseph Ladue shrewdly fires to melt a shaft down to where the gold lay. Two men digging for a ?,;e,, lij:,sdven -
platted Dawson City and made a fortune selling lots. winter used 30 cords of firewood they cut themselves (until the stam-
pede labor pool arrived). Miners dug shafts down to the gold just above
Dawson City boomed. it quickly became Canada’s largest city west of bedrock, deep below layers of frozen muck and gravel. At bedrock,
Winnipeg and north of Vancouver, with a population of 30,000 to 40,000. miners tunneled out, “drifting” along the gold-bearing gravels of the old
It stretched for two miles along the Yukon, fairly bulging with goldseek- eam course. Dirt and gold-bearing “pay gravel” were hoisted out of
ers. Anything desired could be had—for a price. One fresh egg cost $5, > hole and piled separately for spring and summer sluicing (washing

o

|

- o

an onion $2, a gallon of whiskey $40. Most stampeders did not reach
Dawson until late June 1898, however, nearly two years after the big
discovery. By then prospectors already in the region had long since
staked the known gold fields. Facing this reality, many disillusioned
stampeders sold their gear and supplies for steamboat fare to the out-

away the dirt and gravel), once sunlight thawed the dumps and
streams. Reporting from on the scene, journalist Tappan Adney said
that—considering the cost of reaching the country and the cost of
working the mines—“The Klondike is not a poor man’s country.”

attle more fortunes
made off miners than
mining. By 1906 Kion-

Compare these real min-
ers in a Klondike drifting
tunnel to the stamped-
ers posing in the Seattle
studio, shown above.
Both photos reflect the
same gold rush—one as

a romantic notion, one
as a harsh reality—“the
last grand adventure of
its kind that the world

will ever know.”
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